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Pope Leo XIV Elected as 267th Successor of Saint Peter 

On May 8, 2025, Cardinal Robert Francis Prevost was elected as the
new pope, taking the name Leo XIV. He is the first pope from the
United States. The announcement came from the central balcony of
St. Peter’s Basilica, where Cardinal Protodeacon Dominique
Mamberti proclaimed “Habemus Papam” to a crowd of over 100,000
people gathered in St. Peter’s Square as millions tuned in
worldwide. Pope Leo XIV’s Inauguration Mass took place on May 18,
2025, beginning a new chapter for the Catholic Church under his
guidance which is expected to continue emphasizing pastoral care,
social justice, and global outreach.

Pope Leo XIV was in Chicago in 1955. He is the first Augustinian and
first American-born pope. He spent over two decades as a
missionary and church leader in Peru, eventually becoming Bishop
of Chiclayo and a naturalized Peruvian citizen. As prior general, he
led the Augustinian order for 12 years and later served as prefect of
the Dicastery for Bishops, overseeing bishop appointments
worldwide.

“Peace be with you all!
Beloved brothers and
sisters, this is the first
greeting of the Risen
Christ, the Good
Shepherd who has given
his life for the flock of
God” (Pope Leo XiV’s first
address).



 Message from Chair of CARFLEO, Mike Gundert 

Mike Gundert

”Educators must be ready to grasp firmly the challenge of
providing a kind of education whose curriculum will be inspired

more by reflection than by technique, more by the search for
wisdom than the accumulation of information” 
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St. Pope John Paul II
Apostolic Visit to Canada, Address to Catholic Educators, 
St. John's Basilica - Newfoundland, September 12, 1984

On behalf of the CARFLEO executive, I would like to wish you a very Happy Easter!
“He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he
lay” (Matthew 28:6).
Thank you to all who attended the annual CARFLEO Conference & Retreat in March.
The conference was a success and was enjoyed by many. It was also an excellent
opportunity to meet so many contacts at all of the boards across the province,
many who are new in their roles! Save the date for 2026: March 25-26.
On a much more somber note, we mourn the passing of Pope Francis. Pope Francis
was a humble servant of the Lord who led the Church by example, putting faith into
action and by living Catholic Social Teaching. May he rest in peace. At the time of
this writing, we are preparing for the conclave to begin and anticipate with joyful
hope the election of the next Holy Father.
In other big news, I am very excited to share the official relaunch of carfleo.com.
This redesign came to fruition after many months of discussion, planning,
collaboration, and feedback. The website has been updated and redesigned to be
as user-friendly as possible. We hope that you are as excited as we are to share this
valued resource with the educators within your system! If you have any resources
or links to suggest, we are always glad to add them to the website. We are always
looking for current and relevant Catholic resources to support educators across the
province.
 I wish you all the best as we begin to approach the end of the school year. May the
Lord continue to bless you in your vocation that is Catholic education, and may you
have a restful and enjoyable summer!



  

A Saint for Our Time: Blessed Carlo Acutis 
 

Pope Leo XIV has announced that the canonization of Blessed Carol Acutis, who
was beatified in Assisi on October 10, 2020, will take place on September 7,
2025.  The Church joyfully is putting forth Blessed Carlo for canonization as a new
saint whose story speaks directly to the hearts of young people today. Blessed
Carlo Acutis, a 15-year-old Italian teenager known for his deep devotion to the
Eucharist and his creative use of digital media to spread the Gospel. Born in
1991, Carlo grew up like many of our students—curious, bright, and immersed in
a world shaped by technology. He loved soccer, video games, and coding. But
what set Carlo apart was his profound spiritual maturity. He attended daily Mass,
prayed the Rosary, and frequently volunteered to help the poor. He also used his
tech talents to create a website cataloguing Eucharistic miracles to help people
grow in their faith.
Carlo died of leukemia in 2006, offering his suffering for the Pope and the Church.
His beatification followed in 2020, and two miracles attributed to praying to
Acutis have paved the way for his canonization. Carlo will be the first millennial
saint of the Catholic Church.
In a world where young people often find themselves overwhelmed by digital
noise, Carlo's life offers a compelling counter-narrative. Pope Francis, in Christus
Vivit, praised him, writing: “Carlo was well aware that the whole apparatus of
communications, advertising and social networking can be used to lull us, to
make us addicted to consumerism… Yet he knew how to use the new
communications technology to transmit the Gospel, to communicate values and
beauty.” (Christus Vivit, 105). For Catholic educators in Ontario as we strive to
form students according to the Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectations,
Blessed Carlo offers a vibrant example. He was a discerning believer, a
responsible citizen, and a reflective thinker. He lived holiness in the everyday,
using the tools of his generation not to distract but to evangelize.
As we reflect on his upcoming canonization, we are reminded of the diversity and
timeless relevance of sainthood. Blessed Carlo’s story invites us to encourage our
students to see faith not as something separate from their digital lives, but
something that can transform it. Blessed Carlo will be canonized along with
another Italian Catholic, Pier Giorgio Frassati, who also died young at age 24 after
contracting polio.

Blessed Carlo Acutis, pray for us and for the students we serve.

A person’s local
bishop gathers

information and
sends a petition to
the Vatican. If the
Vatican agrees to

consider that person
for sainthood, they
receive the title of
“Servant of God”.
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First Millenial Saint to be Canonized: God’s Influencer

Blessed Carlo Acutis, 
Creator of the Exhibition

Link:
The Eucharistic Miracles

of the World website

The Road to Sainthood
Local Request Vatican Review Beatification Canonization

After reviewing
materials and

conducting more
research, a Vatican

council decides if the
person lived a life of
“heroic virtual”. If it
decides “yes”, then
the person is called

“Venerable”.

If the church finds
proof of a miracle

that it believes was
caused by the

intercession of the
person, they can be
beatified. Beatified
people are called

“Blessed”.  

The final step usually
requires a second

miracle attributed to the
person’s intercession

after beatification, except
for martyrs who need

only one verified miracle.
Once canonized, the

person is officially called
a “Saint”.

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20190325_christus-vivit.html
https://www.miracolieucaristici.org/en/liste/list.html
https://www.miracolieucaristici.org/en/liste/list.html


A Time for Reflection 
Most Rev. W. L. Lobsinger
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My brothers and sisters in Christ,

As I write this, we are early on in the Season of Easter and are waiting for a new Holy Father.  These
two things help us to see how joy and sorrow, struggle and relief often walk side by side throughout
our lives.

Sometimes, even good faithful Christians, get the idea, if I keep the Commandments, go to Church
and say my prayers, then my life should be free of struggle. After all, I am doing what Jesus says to do,
so shouldn’t He take care of me? The idea that somehow  Jesus owes us for doing what it right and
good, can really mess up our understanding of God and Faith.

Our Catholic/Christian Faith does not keep us from suffering the same struggles as the rest of
humanity.  We get sick, have family troubles, lose jobs and even die, just like everyone else.  What is
meant to be different is how we face these struggles.  Our Faith teaches us how to use our suffering to
bring about salvation, how to use our losses to gain blessings, and how to turn death into life.  These
are the lessons we see so profoundly modeled for us in the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus.  
His suffering brought about healing, and His death brought about life.

Pope Francis also helped to model this for us.  He did not allow his physical struggles to keep him
from those he loved.  He did not blame God for the weaknesses of his body, but rather used those
weaknesses to show forth the strength that Faith gave him.  Suffering and death do not have the final
word for those who have Faith.  St. Paul in his letter to the Romans states, “All things together for
good for those who love God.”

As teachers of our Catholic Faith and Family Life, I encourage you to help your students come to
understand our Catholic/Christian way of using the struggles of life to bring about good.  Our young
people, and even us old people, can become caught up in the lie, “if I have the right vacuum and the
right aspirin, all will be good in my life.”  There is no magic formula to avoid struggles; they are a part
of life.  It is how we use the struggles of life, which determines whether I will have a happy or a
miserable life.  Help the young people entrusted to your care to understand this.  Life has struggles
and every life will see the death of those we love and of ourselves.  This is normal.  What T.V. and the
internet offers, the perfect life with no difficulties, is not normal and not even realistic.

Easter is our hope for new and eternal life.  Pope Francis died just as the Church entered into this
celebration of New Life won for us by Jesus.  This is our hope and the cause of our joy – Death has no
power over us, for Jesus has conquered and eternal life is available for all who believe.

Have a blessed Easter Season.

Bishop Wayne Lobsinger

 



Important Dates        

WHEN FAITH MEETS PEDAGOGY Conference  (Delta Airport)
WFMP Youth Forum - Oct 23, 2025
WFMP Conference  - Oct 24-25, 2025

CARFLEO Conference - March 25-26, 2026 (Queen of Apostles)
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As life slows down over the Summer weeks, here are a few quotes from our most recent popes on
vacations, rest and relaxation.

“During Summertime, let us learn how to take a break, turn off the mobile phone to gaze into the eyes of
others, cultivate silence, contemplate nature and regenerate ourselves in dialogue with God” (Pope
Francis). 

“Holidays and vacations can help to balance activity with contemplation, haste with more natural
rhythms, noise with the heralding silence of peace” (Pope St John Paul II). 

“Vacation time offers the unique opportunity to pause before the thought-provoking spectacles of
nature, a wonderful ‘book’ within reach of everyone, adults and children. In contact with nature, a
person rediscovers his correct dimension, rediscovers himself as a creature, small but at the same time
unique, with a ‘capacity for God’ because interiorly he is open to the Infinite” (Pope Emeritus Benedict
XVI). 

Pope Francis died on Easter Monday, April 21, 2025, at the
age of 88 at his residence in the Vatican's Casa Santa Marta.
He served as Holy Father for 12 years, having been elected
on March 13, 2013. Born Jorge Bergoglio on December 17,
1936, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, he was the first pope from
the Americas and the first Jesuit to lead the Catholic Church.
His election followed the resignation of Benedict XVI, and he
chose the name Francis in honor of Saint Francis of Assisi.

Pope Francis’ papacy was marked by a strong focus on social
justice, outreach to many groups, and significant reforms in
church governance. Synodality has become a defining theme
of the Catholic Church under Pope Francis, representing a
shift toward greater participation, dialogue, and shared 

Papa Franciscus: Remembering the People’s Pope  

responsibility among all members of the Church—clergy and laity.. The term itself, rooted in the
Greek words syn (together) and hodos (way), refers to the Church “walking together” in its mission.

Following his passing, the College of Cardinals convened in the Sistine Chapel for the papal conclave.
On May 8, 2025, Cardinal Robert Prevost was elected as his successor, taking the name Pope Leo XIV.  
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Resource Spotlight
*NEW* CARFLEO website!  The Catholic Association of Religious & Family
Life Educators of Ontario website offers a wide range of faith-based
resources designed to support Catholic educators.

The Catholic Curriculum Corporation (CCC) is a consortium of 17 Catholic
school boards in central and western Ontario. It develops and shares high
quality Catholic curriculum, resources, and professional development to
support educators from Kindergarten to Grade 12. CCC is known for its
annual "When Faith Meets Pedagogy" (WFMP) conference, Ontario’s leading
Catholic education event.

Highlights from Catholic Education Week

The Eastern Ontario Catholic Curriculum Corporation (EOCCC) serves
this same purpose for Algonquin Lakeshore, Eastern Ontario, Ottawa and
Renfrew County Catholic school boards. With an annual retreat in
November, an annual conference in April and a curriculum committee team
who work to create up to date Catholic learning materials on a wide variety
of subject areas in both official languages, EOCCC is a wonderful resource
for Catholic Educators. 

Each of the 39 schools across the Catholic District School
Board of Eastern Ontario was asked to create their very own
Door of Hope, illustrating how hope lives in their school
community. The doors served as a beautiful backdrop for
their CEW Mass, with Archbishop Marcel Damphousse of the
Ottawa Cornwall Diocese presiding.

https://carfleo.com/
https://carfleo.com/
https://catholiccurriculumcorp.org/
https://www.eoccc.org/


Working closely with the Assembly of Catholic Bishops of Ontario (ACBO), CARFLEO commits to
being partners in education with the many organizations within the province that support the
ongoing growth and development of theological thought, religious education and family life.
CARFLEO works to engage educators in Religious and Family Life Education priorities in the
province and the world at large. CARFLEO.com offers its members many resources to assist them
in their role as Catholic educators. CARFLEO also offers in-person opportunities for educators to
learn from one another and to share the Good News across the province.
Our vision for CARFLEO is for the members to continue to renew their promise and commitment
to the promotion and growth of Catholic Education in the Province of Ontario and beyond.

          CARFLEO Executive 2024-25 

Keri Calvesbert, Brant Haldimand Norfolk CDSB
Rick Frias, Windsor-Essex CDSB
Mike Gundert, Algonquin Lakeshore CDSB (Chair) 
Jennifer Koch, Peterborough VNCCDSB  (Newsletter)
Most Rev. Wayne Lobsinger, Auxiliary Bishop of Hamilton 
Lisa Malcolm, Toronto CDSB (Secretary)
John Murphy, Waterloo CDSB 
Stephanie Parniak, Huron-Superior CDSB   
Caroline Thuss, Huron-Perth CDSB (Treasurer)
Kate Veinotte, CDSB of Eastern Ontario (Newsletter)
Amanda Wagg-Boyer, Niagara CDSB 
Julie Webster, Dufferin Peel CDSB  
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Our Mission and Vision
CARFLEO, the Catholic Association of
Religious and Family Life Educators 
of Ontario, is an organization
dedicated to supporting Elementary
and Secondary Catholic educators
through their boards’ Religious and
Family Life Education office in
theirongoing learning and
engagement in the subject areas of
Religious Education and Family Life. 

CARFLEO.com
CONNECT WITH US

Do you have a great resource you can’t teach without?
How about some happy news in your board that you’d like to share. 

Let us know and we’ll include it in an upcoming newsletter. 
Our next publication date is October 2025.

 Send to: Jennifer Koch at jeatonkoch@pvnccdsb.on.ca or Kate Veinotte at kate.veinotte@cdsbeo.on.ca 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Carfleo/
https://x.com/carfleontario
https://www.instagram.com/carfleo/
https://carfleo.com/

