
  

Catholic Culture Update #37 

Quote to carry through the week 

“Let all the nations praise you!” Psalm 67:4 

 

May 22 is the Sixth Sunday of Easter.  Practice of Faith >  Our faith in Christ is 

grounded on the teaching of the apostles, who were filled with and guided by the Holy 

Spirit.  The same Spirit that continues to guide the Church today also dwells within each 

of us and leads us to true and lasting peace. 

 What keeps you from resting in God’s peace right now?  Share your deepest 

fears with God.  Ponder the fears that his Son may have felt too. 

 Spend time in Eucharistic adoration this week.  Reflect on the ways God has 

drawn close to you in Christ.  Ask God to help you bear Christ’s light to places 

and situations that remain in darkness. 

 Learn more about the foundations of our faith, our creeds, by reading the  

Catechism of the Catholic Church, 185-195.  As you recite the Nicene or Apostles’ 

Creed at Mass, pay close attention to the meaning of each line.” AT HOME with the WORD 

2022, Liturgy Training Publications, page 83 
 

Scripture Insights  

The reading from Acts alerts us to the intense controversy between Jewish and Gentile 

followers of Jesus.  While the first two verses of the reading make it clear that 

circumcision was the primary issue, twenty verses that detail whether this and other 

Jewish customs were to be practiced by Gentile converts are not part of the reading in 

the lectionary.  In essence, those verses show the significance of these Jewish 

practices in the early Church.  The text goes on to state that the decision not to place 

any undue burden on the Gentiles came from the Holy Spirit.  The responsorial psalm 

refrain, “O God, let all the nations praise you,” seems to reinforce the notion of 

inclusivity that Acts expresses.  Our gracious God invites all peoples into a loving 

relationship.  No one from any land is excluded.  The Gospel reading for today is from a 

section of John known as the “last discourse,” Jesus’ final words to his disciples during 

the Last Supper.  Within these chapters (14-17), we hear Jesus giving instructions to his 

disciples.  Today’s portion of this material focuses on the coming of the Holy Spirit, the 

gift of peace, and Jesus’ return to his Father.  The tender words in verse 27, “Do not let 

your hearts be troubled,” were also spoken at the very beginning of this discourse 

(14:1).  Jesus’ return to the Father, after his passion, will bring about a new relationship 

and a new era, that of the Holy Spirit. 

 Conflict within Christian communities is not unusual.  When have you 

experienced such tension, and how was it resolved? 

 Recognizing the many lands that are in a state of war, pray today’s responsorial 

psalm and ask God for guidance as to how you can help bring peace to our 

troubled world. 



 Reflect on the words ”do not let your hearts be troubled.”  Imagine that Jesus is 

speaking these words to you today.”  AT HOME with the WORD 2022, Liturgy Training Publications, 

page 83 
 

May 23 is the Victoria Day.  “This Canadian national holiday is a remembrance of the 
birthday of the queen who ruled the longest of any British monarch. Queen Victoria’s 
reign lasted 60 years. Her subjects in Canada and other countries became so used to 
celebrating her birthday that they continued the custom even after she died. They began 
to use this day to tell about the deeds of British heroes. Victoria’s actual date of birth is 
May 24, 1819. In 1952, the celebration was moved to the Monday on or before that 
date. In Canada, the birthday of Queen Elizabeth II is also observed on Victoria Day, 
although her actual birth date is April 21st.” Companion to the Calendar – A Guide to the Saints, Seasons, and 

Holidays of the Year, page 69.  

 

May 24 is the memorial of Blessed Louis-Zéphirin Moreau, Bishop.  Bless Louis-

Zéphirin (1824-1901) was from a large Catholic farming family.  A delicate child too frail 

for farm work, he was fortunately intelligent enough to be sent to be educated.  He was 

ordained to the priesthood in 1846, unfortunately, his theological training was shortened 

by ill health.  In 1852, he became advisor to the bishops of Saint-Hyacinthe and 

administered the diocese when the bishops were absent.  He earned a reputation for 

hard work and administrative efficiency and skill.  While serving as parish priest, he 

became concerned about the financial condition of workers, and he established the 

Union St.-Joseph, a society that provided protection from unexpected events such as 

unemployment, accidents, and premature death.  In 1876, Louis was consecrated fourth 

bishop of Saint-Hyacinthe and administered the diocese for twenty five years.  During 

this time, he built a cathedral, founded two orders of sisters, and worked to support the 

priests of the dioceses spiritually and intellectually by instituting conferences and 

retreats for them.  Bishop Moreau’s health began to fail around 1896, and he died in 

1901.  He was beautified by Pope John Paul II in 1987.”  .”  Companion to the Calendar – A Guide to the 

Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, page 77. 
 

May 26 is the memorial of St. Philip Neri, Priest.  “St. Philip Neri (1515-1595) was an 

Italian priest and founder of the Congregation of the Oratory or Oratorians.  Philip was 

known for his joyful spirit, believing that it is more Christian to be cheerful than 

melancholy.  A well-known figure as the “apostle of Rome.”  Philip was ahead of his 

time in urging more frequent reception of Holy Communion, and he introduced the Forty 

Hours devotion with exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.  He was apt to go into 

ecstasy when celebrating Eucharist, so he had to try to distract himself so he could 

finish the rites.”  .”  Companion to the Calendar – A Guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, page 78. 

 

The virtues of the month of May is Patience / La Patience  / Bekaadiziwin / 

sâsineyihtam / Dabaadendiziwin—Humility: A quote to encourage the virtues 

Patience is not just the ability to wait, it`s how we behave while we`re waiting.  Joyce Meyer 

 



Our Mission Statement – We mutually invite, encourage and support one another  

I would not want to work in an environment where people were exclusive, competitive, 

and dismissive of one another.  We want each employee to celebrate and use their gifts 

to make meaningful contributions.   

 

Strategic Directions – Success and Well-Being of our Students 

Our students learn in an environment where they are cherished, safe, listened to, and 

included.  In keeping with the Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectations, our 

students also feel inspired to learn, improve, develop, and succeed in and beyond 

school.   

 

Twenty-first Century Learning 
http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation > This is a site for 

Christian Meditation for teachers and students alike. 

 
www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade  

 

http://www.faithcommongood.org > Join us on June 8, for Youth-Led Climate Action: 

An Interfaith Conversation. Young Canadians of diverse faith backgrounds are 

addressing climate change and taking action to protect the environment. 

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

Fifteen Dogs by Andre Alexis, 2015.  The sons of Zeus, Apollo and Hermes, make a 

bet about the consequences of dogs being able to use human intelligence and 

language.  A pack of dogs being held in a Toronto veterinarian clinic experience the 

ability to speak to humans, until the leader of the pack decides that he does not want 

the dogs speaking.  The book’s setting is in Toronto, mostly in High Park.  This story is 

fascinating and a fast read.  The author won the GIller Prize in 2015 and the Rogers 

Writers’ Trust Fiction Prize.  He was born in Trinidad but grew up in Canada.  I give this 

book ☺☺☺☺☺/5 happy faces. 

 
Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Sister Pat  

Spider-Man: No Way Home, 2021, Doctor Strange played by Benedict Cumberbatch, 

tries to assist Spider-Man played by Tom Holland, to return monsters back to their 

universes.  A welcome return by two previous actors who have played Spider-man, 

Tobey McGuire and Andrew Garfield.  The movie is part of the Marvel Comic franchise.  

The special effects are marvelous and I enjoyed the humour sprinkled throughout the 

storyline. So many well-known actors in the movie.  I give this movie ♥♥♥♥/5   
 

Catholic WORD of the Week – For Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits 
at the movies  
“Usury> The demanding of excessive interest for the loaning of money.  It is forbidden 

by the natural law; it is a violation of justice and may also violate charity.  Originally, in 
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Jewish and Christian Tradition, usury meant taking any interest for a loan.  In the early 

Church, Christian were forbidden to take interest on money from a poor or needy 

person.  The Councils  of Carthage (CE 345) and Aix (789) declared it reprehensible to 

make money by lending at interest.  This reasoning continued into the Middle Ages.  

Eventually the Church in the eighteenth century recognized the legitimacy of loans with 

a fair interest.”  Our Sunday Visitor’s CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA, page 952 

 

 

 

 

 


