
 

Catholic Culture Update #18 

Quote to carry through the week 

“O bless the Lord, my soul.” Psalm 104:1 

 

January 9th is the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord “Practice of Hope – “At Jesus 

baptism, God showed his love in a dramatic way:  “heaven was opened and the Holy 

Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove.  And a voice came from heaven, 

‘You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.’” 

 Today, we are affirmed as we live our baptismal call at home, community, work 

or school.  We just need to remind ourselves to look for these signs. 

 Before going to sleep, gather your memories of the day to appreciate moments of 

God’s presence.  Be inspired by how our Creator delights in you. 

 Send a note to a parent of a recently baptized child or to another adult who made 

the decision to be baptized.  Affirm this person in his or her decision to follow 

Christ and/or to raise their child in the practice of the faith.” AT HOME with the WORD 2022, 

Liturgy Training Publications, page 29. 
 

Scripture Insights > “Today we celebrate the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist.  

Thus far in Luke’s Gospel, we have alternated between the births and coming of age of 

John and Jesus.  Here we find that John’s ministry has brought many to him and spread 

an eager hopefulness that he is the long-awaited messiah.  John, however, is clear 

about his role and baptizing ministry as leading people to repentance to prepare the 

way for the one to come.  He presents himself as the Isaian voice crying out in the 

wilderness proclaiming forgiveness, mercy, and the coming revelation of the glory of 

God.  In Isaiah’s original context, the prophet proclaims the Word of God as the hope for 

return from exile and restoration of God’s people to their land and union with God.  The 

evangelists reenvision this hope in the person of John the Baptist, who prepares the 

people for restoration and reunion with God through the coming messiah.  John’s 

baptism of Jesus inaugurates the revelation of the glory of God as the Holy Spirit 

descends upon Jesus, who is affirmed as Son.  The letter to Titus characterizes this 

mission as God’s great gift to humankind, given as a loving Spirit-sharing Saviour who 

leads us into righteousness through his life and sacrifice lived with and for us.  Baptism 

into this mission is just the beginning. 

 Notice how Scripture can be reinterpreted as new contexts allow for layers of 

meaning.  How has your relationship with Scripture developed and changed over 

time? 



 John points people away from himself and toward the one to come.  Are you 

likewise able to check your ego in service to God’s plan for you? 

 Paul teaches that we are justified – put in right relationship with God – through 

God’s grace so that we can live in love and hope.  How does baptism reflect the 

beginning of this life?”  AT HOME with the WORD 2022, Liturgy Training Publications, page 29. 
 

January 12 is the memorial of St. Marguerite Bourgeoys, Virgin.  “The first Canadian 

woman to be canonized, St. Marguerite Bourgeoys, was born in France on April 17, 

1620.  When she was nineteen, her mother died, and Marguerite took on the 

responsibility of caring for her brothers and sisters.  A year later, during a procession in 

honour of Our Lady of the Rosary, she felt inspired to consecrate herself to the service 

of God.  She tried joining the Carmelites and the Poor Clares, but both communities 

refused her entrance.  Once Marguerite learned about the French settlement at Ville 

Marie in Canada – later known as Montreal – she realized that her vocation was to 

missionary work.  The founder and governor of the settlement, Paul Chomody de 

Maisonneuve, persuaded her to dedicate herself to the education of French and Indian 

children.  She started a school but soon realized she would need help and returned to 

France to recruit other young women.  These became the founders of the Congregation 

de Notre-Dame.  Originally, Marguerite intended her community uncloistered and take 

simple vows, an innovation at the time that enabled the sisters to pursue an active 

apostolate rather than remain in a cloister.  Soon French Canadian and Native 

American women joined the group.  The Congregation of Notre Dame received approval 

from the Vatican in 1698, and by the late 19th century, the sisters had spread through 

Canada and into the United States.  Marguerite Bourgeoys is considered the co-

foundress of Montreal, where she died on January 12th, 1700 after offering her life for 

the cure of a younger sister.  She was canonized by [St.] Pope John Paul II in 1982.”  
Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 35   

 

January 13 is the memorial of St. Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the Church.  “St. Hilary 

(c. 315-367) was born to pagan parents in Poitiers, France.  He was from an upper-

class family and received a better education than most of his contemporaries, even 

studying Greek, which was rare at the time.  At first, he embraced the philosophy of 

Neo-Platonism, but after studying the Old and New Testaments, he decided to become 

a Christian, along with his wife and daughter.  At this early time in the history of the 

Church, married men could be ordained, and in 353, the people of Poitiers elected him 

bishop.  Hilary found himself in the midst of the Arian heresy, which taught that the Son 

was not fully divine, and he fought for the correct understanding and expression of the 

divinity of Christ.  He was known as the “hammer against Arianism” and the “Athanasius 

of the West,” after the bishop of Alexandria who fought the heresy in the East.  IN an 

attempt to halt the persecution of Orthodox Christians by Arians, Hilary wrote to the 

emperor Constantius II.  Constantius exiled him to Phrygia in modern-day Turkey, 

where he spent four years, managing to run his diocese from a distance.  While in exile, 

Hilary composed De Synodis and De fide Orientialium, his most important contributions 

to theology.  The Christian world was so divided by Arianism that Hilary was exiled 



twice.  His great contribution was the successful expression in the Latin language of 

theology about the nature of Christ, or Christology, that had been developed by Greek 

theologians.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 35   
 

 

CEW 2022 Wednesday’s theme of Restore Together 
O Lord, by these things people live, and in all these is life of my spirit.  O restore me to 
health and make me live!  Isaiah 38:16 

 

January Virtue of the Month – Wholeness, L’integrité, Gwayakwaadiziwin(Ojibwe) 

– Ka kwayaskwesihcikewnihk (Cree) 

The grandfather teaching on honesty connect with our idea of wholeness.  

“Gwayakwaadiziwin—Honesty: Honesty in facing a situation is to be brave. Always be 

honest in word and action. Be honest first with yourself, and you will more easily be able 

to be honest with others. In the Anishinaabe language, this word can also mean 

"righteousness."” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teachings_of_the_Seven_Grandfathers 
 

Our Mission Statement – We are guided by the Spirit on our journey, together 

with family and Church.  When making good decisions and choices, it is important to 

consult your family and friends, and in cases of moral decisions, it is good to look up the 

Church’s teachings.     
 

Strategic Directions – Nurturing of our Catholic Faith – Our school communities 

have opportunities where they can rekindle and/or deepen their faith and become 

immersed in a culture of sacredness, faith, and prayer. The Growing in Faith, Growing 

in Christ Religious Education program has many prayers, faith experiences and 

activities that can help us all nurture our Catholic faith.  Please use the digital program 

while we are learning online.   

 

Twenty-first Century Learning 
https://www.youtube.com/dailytvmass.com/ - Mass is celebrated daily from 
Toronto’s Loretta Abbey chapel.  It is broadcasted on TV every day of the week.  It is a 
half hour in length.   
 
http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation > This is a site for 

Christian Meditation for teachers and students alike. 

 
www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade 

 

https://dioceseofsaultstemarie.org/synod - The H-SCDSB community has been 

invited by the new bishop Thomas Dowd to participate in the Synodal process.  To learn 

more about the process please check out the above website and there will be further 

information about how you can participate in future CCUs. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/dailytvmass.com/
http://wccm.org/
http://www.carfleo.org/
https://dioceseofsaultstemarie.org/synod


Saints Kit – All the saints of the Roman Calendar and More by Sister Mary Kathleen Glavich, S.N.D., and 

other Sisters of Notre Dame, Chardon  

“St. Hilary – Bishop and Doctor – January 13 – When Hilary was born to pagan 

parents in Poitiers, France, no one could have guessed he would one day be exiled for 

defending Christian beliefs.  After a thorough education, Hilary married.  He and his wife 

had one daughter, Afra.  All who knew Hilary said he was a friendly, charitable, and 

gentle man.  Hilary’s studies led him to read Scripture.  He became convinced that there 

was only one God whose Son became man and then died and rose to save all people.  

This belief led him to be baptized a Christian along with his wife and Afra.  The people 

of Poitiers were impressed with Hilary and chose him to be their bishop.  Hilary spoke 

out against Arianism.  He warned people of this heresy that denied that Christ was God.  

When Emperor Constantius II wanted Hilary to sign a paper condemning St. 

Athanasius, the great defender of the faith, he refused.  Furious, the emperor exiled 

Hilary to Phrygia.  In exile for three years, he did even greater good through his 

preaching, writing, and suffering.  He even asked to debate the Arian bishops.  The 

followers of Arianism begged the emperor to send Hilary home.  The emperor recalled 

Hilary.  Hilary’s writings show that he could be fierce in defending the faith, but in 

dealing with the bishops who had given in to the Arian heresy, he was very charitable.  

He showed them their errors and helped them to regain and defend their faith.  Although 

the emperor called Hilary “disturber of the peace,” Saints Jerome and Augustine praised 

him as “teacher of the churches.”  St. Hilary was also one of the first Latin hymn writers.  

He saw how St. Ambrose used them against Arianism.  St. Hilary, pray for the Church!”  
Card 6 

 

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

Frindle by Andrew Clements, 2012.  This book is written for Junior students.  It is about 

a precocious boy who decides to refer to a pen as a frindle.  This sets off his teacher 

who thinks he is being foolish.  It teaches us that everything we have named could have 

been named something else.  I gifted a child with this book for Christmas, I just hope I 

have not put temptation into their hands.  I give this book ☺☺☺☺/5 happy faces. 

 
Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Sister Pat  

Dogs on the Inside, 2019  This was a documentary I happened upon while scrolling 

through the TV schedule.  It was about 5 inmates who were selected to train 5 dogs to 

make them suitable for adoption.  The work with the dogs helped the dogs to find 

permanent homes, but I think more importantly, the dogs softened the inmates and 

helped them to grow emotionally and psychologically.  I believe the program aired on 

TVO.  Watch for it if you want to learn about restorative practice for prisoners.   I give 

this movie ♥♥♥♥♥/5 
 

Catholic WORD of the Week – For Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits 
at the movies  



“Befana – In Italian folklore and culture, it is related that when the Three Wise Men (or 

Kings or Magi) were on their way to visit and pay homage to the Infant Jesus, they  

passed through the Italian peninsula.  There they were in need of assistance and 

sought the hospitality of an old lad, “la befana.”  The later, however, was not hospitable 

at all and thus God punished her, so that henceforth she would have to perform good 

deeds in memory of the Three Kings on the feast of Epiphany and bring toys, candy and 

tasty morsels to all the children of Italy.  To this day, Italian children expect a visit from 

the old witch-like hag, La Befana, on the sixth day of January and, without fail, she 

keeps her due appointment, to make up for her mistreatment of those who were on their 

way to worship the King of Kings and Prince of Peace.  Sometimes this term is used as 

a synonym for the feast of the Epiphany, also called “the feast of children.””  Our Sunday 

Visitor’s CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA, page 122 


