
 

Catholic Culture Update #11 

Quote to carry through the week 

“You are my inheritance, O Lord!”  Psalm 16:1 

 

November 14th is the Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time.  “Practice of Hope – 

“All of us are journeying through time together, even though we may live in different 

parts of the world.  Most people experience the change of seasons.  We know that 

eventually winter will arrive, followed by a slow transformation into spring.  In the same 

way, each of us knows that we eventually pass from this worldly life to the next and that 

the aging process has seasons to discover and endure.  Our faith in the life, death, and 

Resurrection of Jesus can be hopeful because we have his Word and God’s promise of 

new life.   

 Find some photographs of yourself when you were a child, then a teenager, and 

beyond.  As you reflect on these images, think about all of the positive changes 

that have happened through the year; the occasions of  new life that emerged in 

you over time. 

 Journal about or ponder all the ways that the Holy Spirit works in your life today. 

 Consider how God is thriving in the lives of your family members and friends.”  AT 

HOME with the WORD 2021, Liturgy Training Publications, page 147. 
 

Scripture Insights > “The two Old Testament readings point to the joys of eternal life.  

The psalmist is confident that God will not abandon his soul to “the nether world” but will 

show him “the path to life, fullness of joys in your presence.”  Daniel writes that after a 

time of tribulation, “Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake” – 

some to life and some to everlasting disgrace.  Those who have been wise and just 

“shall shine brightly like the splendor of the firmament.”  In the Gospel, Jesus also refers 

to a time of tribulation and then the final judgment.  He quotes from another portion of 

Daniel to promise that at the end of all tings the Son of Man (Jesus himself) will “gather 

his elect…from the end of the earth to the end of the sky” (Mark 13:26-27, see Dan 

7:13-14).  He tells his disciples to be alert for the signs of the end, but he also 

discourages speculation by insisting that not even the Son knows the day or hour of the 

end – only the Father.  Hebrews continues its theme of Jesus’ unique sacrifice.  Unlike 

the sacrifices of the earthly priests, Jesus’ sacrifice for sin was effective and does not 

need to be repeated.  Seated at the right hand of God (the highest place of honour in 

heaven), Christ now waits, as we do, for the end, when all of his enemies (the enduring 

power of sin, evil, and death) will be defeated forever, and the faithful will be raised to 



everlasting life.  In the Gospel, the stars fall from the sky; in Daniel, the just ones take 

the place of the stars, lighting up the new age with their radiance. 

 Why do you think it is important that no one know the time of the Second 

Coming? 

 What does it mean to say that the wise and the just will “be like the stars”? 

 Like the psalmist, are you confident that God will not abandon your soul?” 
AT HOME with the WORD 2021, Liturgy Training Publications, page 147. 

 

 

Throughout November – Ghost Feasts/Supper – is an Indigenous tradition that some 

of our students may participate in at this time of year. “A ghost supper is a feast that 

combines celebration and commemoration of what we’re thankful for, and to show 

respect for our ancestors,” Winnay Wemigwase said. “It’s one of those traditions that 

our whole community still practices ... it’s really fun, which I think has helped it to stay at 

the forefront of our active culture today.” “These suppers, according to Wemigwase, 

cultural preservation director for the tribe, date back hundreds of years, and are a way 

for tribal members to honor their ancestors who have “walked on.” 
http://articles.petoskeynews.com/2009-11-27/supper_24015692 

 

November 14 is the World Day of the Poor.  In 2017, Pope Francis instituted the World 

Day of the Poor so that “throughout the world Christian communities can become an 

ever greater sign of Christ’s charity for the least and those most in need.” – Message of his 

Holiness, Pope Francis, First World Day of the Poor, 19 November 2017 – Ordo page 380 

 

November 16th is the memorial of St. Margaret of Scotland.  “St. Margaret of Scotland 

(c. 1045-1093), the wife of King Malcolm III of Scotland, managed to raise eight children 

while promoting Church reform, especially in the area of liturgical practice.  As a woman 

of great faith, she founded and restored monasteries, provided hospitality to pilgrims, 

spoke out on behalf of the falsely accused, and fed the poor from her own dining table.  

All of her charitable activity was grounded in a strong prayer life.”  Companion to the Calendar – A 

guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 141-142  St. Margaret, remind us that prayer 

ought to have a permanent place in our days.  Make sure your prayer and actions today 

match each other. 

 

November 17th is the memorial of St. Elizabeth of Hungary.  “St. Elizabeth of Hungary 

(1207-1231), the Queen of Hungary and mother of four children, had a special love for 

the downtrodden.  She built a hospital in the basement of her castle, nursed the sick, 

fed the hungry, and provided life-giving work for the poor.  After the death of her 

husband, she took the habit of a Franciscan tertiary (Third Order Franciscan), devoting 

herself to a life of simplicity and almsgiving.  Along with her selfless service to those in 

need, she actively pursued God through prayer and spiritual discipline.  St. Elizabeth is 

the patron saint of Franciscan tertiaries, bakers, beggars, brides, the homeless, and 

charities (among others).”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second 

Edition, page 142 
 

http://articles.petoskeynews.com/2009-11-27/supper_24015692


November 20th is United Nations Universal Children’s Day, established in 1954 and is 
celebrated on November 20th each year to promote international togetherness, 
awareness among children worldwide, and improving children's welfare.  November 
20th is an important date as it is the date in 1959 when the UN General Assembly 
adopted the Declaration of the Rights of the Child. It is also the date in 1989 when the 
UN General assembly adopted the Convention on the Rights of the Child.  Since 1990, 
Universal Children's Day also marks the anniversary of the date that the UN General 
Assembly adopted both the declaration and the convention on children's rights.  
Mothers and fathers, teachers, nurses and doctors, government leaders and civil 
society activists, religious and community elders, corporate moguls and media 
professionals as well as young people and children themselves can play an important 
part in making Universal Children's Day relevant for their societies, communities and 
nations.  Universal Children's Day offers each of us an inspirational entry-point to 
advocate, promote and celebrate children's rights, translating into dialogues and actions 
that will build a better world for Children.  https://www.un.org/en/events/childrenday/  In Canada we 
celebrate National Child’s Day.  “Take time to celebrate children's rights on National 
Child Day and throughout the year!”  https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/health-

promotion/childhood-adolescence/national-child-day.html 

 
November 21 is the memorial of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  “The 

Gospel accounts tell of the Presentation of the Lord Jesus in the Temple but do not 

speak of the Presentation of Mary.  Nevertheless, Christians in the East and the West 

have observed a day in honour of Mary’s Presentation for centuries.  Many artists have 

depicted the scene: a tiny girl (Mary is said to have been three or four years old when 

she was presented in the Temple), climbing the steps to go into the Temple to offer 

herself to God.  This memorial speaks of Mary’s total openness to God.  God kept her 

free from sin from the moment of her conception, so that she, whose presentation in the 

Temple we commemorate today, would become a Temple of the Holy Spirit.” Companion 

to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 143  Mary, 

mother of God, pray for us.  Pray the Hail Mary today in thanksgiving for Mary’s yes to 

God. 
 

Rebuild, Restore, Renew Together - Rediscover 

Let us love, since that is what our hearts were made for.  Therese of Lisieux 

 

November Virtue of the Month – Wisdom, Nbwaadaawin,  La sagesse,  iyinîsiwin 

A prayer to help us in our striving for Wisdom:   
God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot, the courage to change the things I can 

and the wisdom to know the difference.  Amen+ 

Our Mission Statement – We strive to reverence the dignity of each person as a 

Child of God.  Sometimes we all have days when we are difficult to like.  But even in 

those days we deserve to be reverenced with the dignity that is ours because God 

created us and loves us.  In the Grade 1 Fully Alive program that is one of the first 

lessons that they learn.  It is probably one of the most important lessons that we learn 

as children.  Sometimes we need to remind ourselves. 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/1386%20(XIV)
http://undocs.org/A/RES/44/25
https://www.un.org/en/events/childrenday/
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/health-promotion/childhood-adolescence/national-child-day.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/health-promotion/childhood-adolescence/national-child-day.html


 

Strategic Directions – Success and Well-Being of our Students 

We respond to the needs, preferences, experiences, ideas, and voices of all our 

students.  Have you ever been listened to in a deep way by someone?  It is a gift when 

it happens.  This is how we ought to listen to our students.  There may be messages 

below the words that they use.  “I do not feel safe.”  “I am hungry.”  “I am being hurt by 

someone.”  When we listen deeply, we can hear the messages under the words. 

  
Twenty-first Century Learning 

http://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2017/08/11-tips-for-
catechists/?utm_source > a great website for new religion teachers or those who 
need a little inspiration 
 
http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation > This is a site for 

Christian Meditation for teachers and students alike. 

 
www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade  

 

www.agooddaycanada.com> On Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays I get an email 

delivered to my personal email account that is full of good news.  Sometimes I have the 

time to read it all.  Sometimes I need just the Cole’s notes version.  It is awesome to 

have good news delivered directly to me so it balances out the other type of news I 

watch in the evenings.  Consider joining if you need some good news. 

 

https://www.readbrightly.com/ > For different parts of my job, I need good books for 

children, so I use this as a source.  Their tagline is “Raise Kids Who Love to Read.”  I 

want to have quality reading material for our students (and my family members.)  Check 

out this website if you are looking for Christmas gifts. 

 
Saints Kit – All the saints of the Roman Calendar and More by Sister Mary Kathleen Glavich, S.N.D., and 

other Sisters of Notre Dame, Chardon  

“St. Gertrude the Great, November 16 – The most important thing we know about 

St. Gertrude is that she loved God and was very aware of God’s love for her.  When she 

was five years old, Gertrude was placed in the care of Cistercian nuns.  She was very 

intelligent and became a great scholar.  Then Gertrude became a Benedictine nun 

herself.  At age twenty-six, Gertrude had the first of her deep mystical experiences, 

which she later wrote about in a book.  Christ encouraged her to spend more time 

studying him.  Her life from that point on revolved around the study of Scripture, prayer, 

spiritual reading, and the liturgy.  Her spirituality centered on the love between Christ 

and her.  She saw herself as the bride of Christ. Gertrude had a great devotion to the 

mystery of the Incarnation, along with the Sacred Heart and the Holy Eucharist.  She 

spread devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus years before St. Margaret Mary, who is 

most known for this.  Gertrude carried her love for Christ to others through her journal of 

mystical experiences.  Books she wrote show her deep understanding of the Incarnation 

http://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2017/08/11-tips-for-catechists/?utm_source
http://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2017/08/11-tips-for-catechists/?utm_source
http://wccm.org/
http://www.carfleo.org/
http://www.agooddaycanada.com/
https://www.readbrightly.com/


and the Trinity.  She is called Gertrude the Great. St. Gertrude, pray that we may 

deepen our friendship with Christ!”  Repeat to yourself today – Let my love for God grow 

today.”  Card 161 

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

Jonny Appleseed by Joshua Whitehead, 2021. This book is notable as: Governor 

General’s Literary Awards Finalist, Canada Reads top Five, and Giller Prize Longlist 

book.  Two-spirited Jonny is in relationship with his best friend Tios, his kokum and his 

mother.  I learned more about what it means to be two-spirited from an Indigenous 

perspective.  I give this book ☺☺☺☺/5 happy faces 

 
Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Sister Pat  

United States vs Billie Holiday, 2021. This film highlights the challenges that black 

singers and artists have lived with.  In particular it shows the journey of Holiday as a 

musician who was targeted by the Federal Department of Narcotics.  She sings a song 

called Strange Fruit which puts racism up front.  Andra Day, a jazz singer, plays the star 

role.  It is a hard movie to watch, but it is worth the education it provides.  I give this 

movie ♥♥♥♥♥/5 
 

Catholic WORD of the Week – For Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits 
at the movies  
“Quarantine > Originally the quarantine was a strict fast which lasted for forty days, and 

was a specific penance assigned by a confessor.  The term came to be applied to 

partial indulgences, and the amount of temporal punishment which was removed by the 

particular penance.  With the promulgation of Paul VI’s Indulgentiarum Doctrina 

(Apostolic Constitution on the Revision of Indulgences) on January 1, 1967, this term 

ceased being used when referring to indulgences.”   Our Sunday Visitor’s CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA, 

page 804 


