
 

Catholic Culture Update #8 

Quote to carry through the week 

“The Lord has done great things for us.”  Psalm 16:3 

 

October 24th is the Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time.  “Practice of Faith – A blind 

man named Bartimaeus cried out to Jesus as he was leaving Jericho.  The blind man 

wanted to be able to “see.”  Some people may seem to have it all but may be blind in 

some areas of their life or may struggle with their faith.  By sharing how God’s Spirit 

works in our lives, we can become a spiritual gateway to others.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 Tell friends and family about your prayer practices to help them cultivate a 

deeper trust in Christ. 

 Be encouraged by other’s witness of prayer.  Although some people may 

discourage you as you pray more and trust in our Creator (as the crowd initially 

did in this Gospel), be heartened by those who help clear a path for your future 

spiritual discoveries and insight.”  AT HOME with the WORD 2021, Liturgy Training Publications, page 

141. 
 

Scripture Insights > “The readings this week show life with God as a journey along 

“the way.”  In the Old Testament readings, “the way” is a journey home from exile in 

Babylon.  God gathers his displaced people and brings them back to the land of Israel.  

It’s a familiar road.  The Jews first walked it weeping after Israel’s defeat by Babylon.  

Now it is a path of joy and laughter as they set their hearts toward home.  As the Gospel 

reading indicates, early Christians sometimes referred to the lifelong journey of following 

Jesus as “the way.”  After the blind beggar Bartimaeus receives his sight again, he 

follows Jesus “on the way.”  When Jesus asks, “What do you want me to do for you?”  

Bartimaeus has a simple answer:  “I want to see.”  In Scripture, sight often has a double 

meaning.  It means to see with one’s physical eyes, but it also means to see with the 

heart and the mind – to perceive or understand.  Bartimaeus receives both kinds of 

sight.  He is no longer physically blind and does not need to beg on the side of the road 

anymore.  But he also sees correctly that Jesus is the Son of God.  Just before Jesus 

heals Bartimaeus, he tells him, “Go your way, your faith has saved you.”  The word for 

“heal” and “save” are the same, and Jesus has done both:  healed Bartimaeus and 

saved him.  Instead of following Jesus’ instructions to “Go your way,” Bartimaeus does 

the right thing – he goes Jesus’ way instead, taking up the role of the disciple by 

following him.  This too is a way of rejoicing and not of teaching, paved by the one who 



deals patiently with our ignorance and errors.  It will have its shares of hardships and 

sorrows, but it is ultimately a way of deep joy that leads to our home with the Lord. 

 Do you look to God to guide you and keep you from stumbling? 

 Where in your life are you lacking sight?  Would you like Christ to help you see? 

 Has God ever filled your mouth with laughter after a time of sorrow (Psalm 

126:2)?”  AT HOME with the WORD 2021, Liturgy Training Publications, page 141. 
 

October 24 is World Mission Sunday.  “At the initiative of Pope Pius XI in 1926, the 
second last Sunday during October became known as World Mission Sunday.  
Catholics throughout the world are invited to pray for and give to the missions.  The 
collection this Sunday is organized by the Pontifical Missions Society.  The funds 
collected assist some 1,250 mission diocese under the responsibility of the 
Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples.  As agreed by the Holy See and the 
Bishops of Canada, a portion of the Canadian contributions to this collection will 
continue to be used until 2020 to assist six dioceses in Northern Canada which for 
many years had also been under the jurisdiction of the Congregation.  Pastors and 
pastoral workers are invited to encourage among all the people of God a missionary 
spirit, to promote missionary vocations, and to collaborate spiritually and materially in 
the Church’s mission work, including support for all the dioceses in our country’s 
northern regions.  On the day of the collection, an appropriate petition may be added in 
the Prayer of the Faithful.  The Mass for the Evangelization for Peoples may be 
celebrated on this Sunday.  “How I long to find the right words to stir up enthusiasm for 
a new chapter of evangelization full of fervor, joy, generosity, courage, boundless love 
and attraction! …I once more invoke the Holy Spirit.  I implore him to come and renew 
the Church, to stir and impel her to go forth boldly to evangelize all peoples.” Pope Francis, 

Evangelii Gaudium, 261.”  Ordo Liturgical Calendar 2019-2020, page 320 

October 28 is the feast of Sts. Simon and Jude, Apostles.  “Today we honour two 

Apostles (first century) about whom we know very little.  Tradition maintains that St. 

Simon the Zealot preached missions throughout Persia and Egypt.  St. Jude, not to be 

confused with Judas Iscariot, is the patron saint of hopeless causes and is called 

Thaddeus in the Gospels according to Matthew and to Mark.  It is believed that he 

engaged in missionary work in Mesopotamia and Persia.  Both Sts. Simon and Jude 

were supposedly martyred in Persia, and their relics were transferred to St. Peter’s 

Basilica in Rome sometime during the seventh and eighth centuries.”  Companion to the 

Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 133  Sts. Simon and Jude 

inspire us to live a good life as a disciple of Jesus. 

 

Rebuild, Restore, Renew Together – Rebuild Together 

“This agrees with the words of the prophets, as it is written, ‘After this I will return, and I 

will rebuild the dwelling of David, which has fallen, from its ruins I will rebuilt it, and I will 

set it up…”  Acts 15:15-16 

 

 

 



October’s Virtue of the Month – Courage/le courage/Zoongide'ewin/ 

Maskawatisiwin    

A quote to help us in our growing – “At night our fear is strong, but in the morning, in the 
light, we find our courage again.”  Malala Yousafzai 

 

Our Mission Statement – Dedicated to excellence in education – It would make little 

sense to being dedicated to mediocrity.  Excellence brings with it the energy we need to 

succeed to the best of our ability.   

 

Strategic Directions – Success and Well-Being of our Students 

We will provide relevant education with a particular focus on each community’s history 

and cultures. I just returned from visiting the schools in the North and in the East.  Each 

school is in a unique community.  We enjoyed the hospitality of each school and town.  

It is wonderful to see and be with the staff and students after such a long period of 

pandemic lockdowns.   

 
Twenty-first Century Learning 

http://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2017/08/11-tips-for-
catechists/?utm_source > a great website for new religion teachers or those who 
need a little inspiration 
 
http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation > This is a site for 

Christian Meditation for teachers and students alike. 

 
www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade  

 

https://pbskids.org/designsquad/ “Introduce design concepts, then challenge students to 

become designers themselves with this site by PBS.  Projects get them building an emergency 

shelter, a musical instrument, a lunch box, and more.  Students can share creations on the site 

and explore others’ imaginings, too.  Free and good for use with Grades 3-8”  Professionally Speaking, 

September 2021 

 

https://www.3dbear.io/ “Explore 3D illustration and environmental, interior and architectural 

design using this augmented reality program.  Webinars for teachers on the practical uses of the 

tech include “Entrepreneurship for kids” and STEM challenges that motivate students.  Free and 

good for use with Grades Kindergarten to 12.”  Professionally Speaking, September 2021 

 

Saints Kit – All the saints of the Roman Calendar and More by Sister Mary Kathleen Glavich, S.N.D., and 

other Sisters of Notre Dame, Chardon  

“St. Anthony Mary Claret, 1807-1870, October 24.   The well-liked Spanish priest 

Anthony Claret was the fifth of eleven children.  His family was poor but hard working.  

Weaving was a family trade.  Anthony’s earliest memories of home were the family’s 

praying the rosary and going to church.  From this environment grew his deep love and 

devotion to Jesus and Mary.  By age twenty-one Anthony had been educated and was 

in much demand for his skill as a weaver.  At one time he suffered because of poor 
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health, and during the days of recovery he imagined himself as a Carthusian monk.  

Anthony went to the bishop for advice.  The bishop suggested that he first go to the 

diocesan seminary and then, if he wished, leave and become a monk.  Anthony 

followed this advice and enjoyed seminary life.  He was ordained two years earlier than 

usual because of a civil way in Spain.  Anthony finally realized that his health would 

prevent him from being a monk or a Jesuit missionary.  He was sent to a small 

mountain village where he studied medicine and helped many sick people.  He 

discovered his power to read hearts and his ability to understand people.  Anthony 

began a busy schedule of preaching throughout Spain.  His gentle faith and great 

courage in spreading devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and in reviving devotion 

to the Eucharist made him a popular preacher.  He also published a catechism that lead 

the bishop of the Canary Islands to invite him to preach there for a year, fulfilling 

Anthony’s dream to be a missionary.  When Anthony returned to Spain, he founded a 

congregation called the Missionary Sons of the Immaculate Heart of Mary (Claretians).  

Then he was assigned as archbishop of Cuba.  Not having had an archbishop for 

fourteen years, the island was in need of renewal.  Anthony reorganized the seminary 

training, preached in all the churches, heard confessions, and guided people to Christ.  

He worked for updated farm methods and credit unions.  He wanted the people to own 

their own farms, knowing that this would improve family life.  He made enemies by 

teaching black slaves.  Fifteen times people tried to assassinate him.  Once a man 

stabbed him and was given a death sentence, but Anthony had this changed to a prison 

sentence.  After eight years, Anthony was called to Spain to be Queen Isabella II’s 

confessor.  He obeyed unhappily.  He and the queen agreed that he would live at the 

place but come only to hear her confession and instruct the children.  This freed him to 

open a religious publishing house and write more than two hundred books and 

pamphlets.  IN 1886 a revolution took place, and those associated with the court were 

accused of treason.  Anthony fled to Rome where Vatican Council I was in session.  

There he defended the infallibility of the pope.  Then he returned to a Cistercian 

monastery in France where he staying in solitary until his death.  St. Anthony Claret, 

pray for us!” Card 152 

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

The Bodyguard by Sean Rodman, an Orca Soundings book [low vocab, high interest], 

2019.  A senior football star is talented but does not enjoy the game.  He is meeting with 

a scout to determine if he will receive a full ride scholarship which his parents really 

want for him.  He wants to make movies.  A Russian new student needs a bodyguard to 

protect him from mobster he has robbed. I give this book ☺☺☺☺/5 happy faces 

 
Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Sister Pat  

Promising Young Woman, 2020, Carey Mulligan is a femme fatale.  She was a 

promising young woman until her dear friend dies.  I did not enjoy this movie, its 

darkness distressed me.  Carey could play sweetness so well and then turn evil in a 

moment.   I give this movie ♥♥♥♥/5 



 

Catholic WORD of the Week – For Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits 
at the movies  
“Novena > A term used to describe a continuous praying of a formula for personal 

devotion, either on nine consecutive days or once a week for nine weeks.  Most often 

these prayers are for a particular intention and are in honour of a particular saint or 

aspect of Christ (e.g., Perpetual Help, in honour of the Sacred Heart).  The practice 

derives only from the seventeenth century; however, the number nine derives from the 

time Mary and the Apostles waited for the coming of the Holy Spirit between Ascension 

and Pentecost.”   Our Sunday Visitor’s CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA, page 685 


