
Catholic Culture Update #42 

Quote to carry through the week 

“I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.” Psalm 30:2a 

 

June 27, 2021 is the Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time > “Practice of Charity > 

The continuing crisis in rising healthcare costs and lack of access can cause great 

concern to anyone with a serious illness.  This is especially true for those who are 

impoverished.  Fortunately, the efforts of organizations such as [Development & Peace 

(D&P)], Doctors without Borders, and community health clinics for the poor are 

examples of God’s healing Spirit alleviating those who suffer.  God is at work in these 

doctors, nurses, and health professionals just as God healed the daughter of Jairus and 

the woman afflicted with hemorrhages, as described in today’s Gospel. 

 Check out the websites for these ministries to become more aware of their global 

reach…. 

 Prayer is a strong tool to help us become more compassionate toward our 

brothers and sisters who may be seriously ill. 

 Explore the [D&P website (www.devp.org) to discover the initiatives and prayer 

resources for learning about how to help others around the world.]” AT HOME with the 

WORD 2021, Liturgy Training Publications, page 105 
 

“Scripture Insights –In the Gospel reading, the account of one miraculous healing 

interrupts another.  Many details link the synagogue ruler Jairus and the unnamed 

woman:  Twelve years are the length of her affliction and the age of Jairus’ daughter. 

They both – Jairus and the woman – fall down at Jesus’ feet, and they both believe that 

if Jesus simply touches the unwell body it will be healed.  Jesus praises the woman for 

her faith and exhorts Jairus not to fear but to have faith.  Other details separate them:  

Jairus is a powerful man, an official of the synagogue, and the woman who 

hemorrhages is a powerless woman who likely has been excluded from the synagogue 

because of her affliction has made her ritually unclean.  By healing both, Jesus 

symbolically heals all of Israel (if the number twelve is meant to resonate beyond itself), 

from the greatest to the least.  The “raising” of Jairus’ daughter also hints at the 

resurrection:  as Wisdom reminds us, “God did not make death, / not does he rejoice in 

the destruction of the living.”  The Second Reading turns to Christian communities, with 

their mix of Jairuses and unnamed women.  Paul urges his audience toward generosity 

for their impoverished brothers and sisters in Jerusalem: just as they abound in all other 

things, shouldn’t they also abound in giving?  Christ was rich but became poor so that 

they might become rich.  Paul stops just short of instructing them to imitate this pattern 

fully, suggesting that their abundance could overflow enough to create equality. 

 When did God change your mourning into dancing? 

 What steps can be taken to ensure equality between a parish’s rich and poor? 
AT HOME with the WORD 2021, Liturgy Training Publications, page 105 

 

 June 28 is the memorial of St. Irenaeus, Bishop and Martyr.  “St. Irenaeus (c. 125-202) 

was the bishop of Lyons, France, a disciple of St. Polycarp of Smyrna, and one of the 

http://www.devp.org/


first Christian theologians.  His best known work, Against Heresies, is an attack on the 

gnostics, who claimed to have a secret oral tradition from Jesus.  Irenaeus refutes them 

by pointing out that we know who the bishops are back to the Apostles, and that none of 

them were gnostic.  He is an early witness to the recognition of the four accounts of the 

Gospel, to the unique importance of the Bishop of Rome, and to the apostolic 

succession – the handing on of ecclesial authority from the Apostles themselves.” 
Companion to the Calendar – A Guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, page 85-86   

St. Irenaeus, gift us with courage when we must stand our ground in matters of faith.  

Share something orally to keep the oral tradition alive today. 
 

June 29 is the memorial to Sts. Peter and Paul, Apostles.  “Today we commemorate 

Sts. Peter and Paul, martyred on this date around the year 64 CE during Nero’s 

persecution following the Great Fire of Rome.  Tradition says that Peter fled Rome to 

avoid arrest and saw Jesus on the road.  “Where are you going, Lord,” Peter asked.  

Jesus replied, “I am going to Rome to be crucified again.”  Peter turned back and was 

crucified upside down because he felt unworthy to meet his death the same way as 

Christ.  Paul was arrested in Jerusalem and was sent to Rome, where he was placed 

under house arrest.  He was slain by beheading, because as a Roman citizen he could 

not be subjected to the indignity of crucifixion.”  Companion to the Calendar – A Guide to the Saints, Seasons, and 

Holidays of the Year, page 86  St. Peter and Paul, inspire us to follow in Jesus’ footsteps as we 

move into summer leisure time.  Have an attitude of gratitude during the summer 

holidays. 
 

“Month of July – The seventh month is named after Julius Caesar.  He was a Roman 

general and politician who was assassinated in the year 44 BCE, on the Ides of March, 

March 15.  Julius Caesar had ordered that the calendar be reformed.  The Roman 

mathematicians came up with a calendar that is almost identical to the one we use 

today.  It is called the Julian calendar in honour of Julius Caesar.”  Companion to the Calendar – A 

Guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, page 87 

 

Month of the Precious Blood – July is the month of the Precious Blood of Christ.  “As 

we now approach the feast and month devoted to honouring Christ’s blood – the price 

of our redemption, the pledge of salvation and life eternal – may Christians meditate on 

it more fervently, may they savour its fruits more frequently in sacramental communion.”  

So wrote Pope John XXIII, in his apostolic letter, Inde a Primus, encouraging devotion 

to the Precious Blood of Christ, June 30, 1960.  Devotion to Christ’s Precious Blood 

owes much to St. Gaspar del Buffalo, the founder of the Missionaries of the Precious 

Blood, but it has its roots in Scripture.  Remember, writes St. Peter, that “you know that 

you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with 

perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a 

lamb without defect or blemish” (1 Peter 1:18-19).  In the Precious Blood of Christ is 

healing and forgiveness.  “This blood,” marveled St. Thomas Aquinas, “that but one 

drop of has the power to win / All the world forgiveness of its world of sin.” Companion to the 

Calendar – A Guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, page 87-88 

 



Nurturing Hope – Sowing seeds of gratitude 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts … and be thankful.  Colossians 3:15  

 

June - Virtue of the Month – Justice, la justice, Gwayakwaadiziwin, Kintohpatatin  

Let us pray that justice is served for the 215 children buried in the mass grave in 

Kamloops. Let us pray most especially for the families of these children.  
 

Catholic Social Teaching – Sacredness of all Life 

I have heard much reasoning about how the children from Kamloops IRS could have 

ended up in the mass grave.  “It was a different time.”  “Capital punishment was allowed 

and people were strapped at school.”  “The teachers and caretakers were probably ill 

equipped for the job and were probably overwhelmed.”  There are no reasons or 

excuses that explain how these children killed and put into a mass grave.  All life is 

sacred, all life has dignity.   

 

Fratelli Tutti – Pope Francis’ new Encyclical – On Fraternity and Social Friendship 

“Chapter 3 – Envisaging and Engendering an Open World 

RE-ENVISAGING THE SOCIAL ROLE OF PROPERTY 
118. The world exists for everyone, because all of us were born with the same dignity. 
Differences of colour, religion, talent, place of birth or residence, and so many others, 
cannot be used to justify the privileges of some over the rights of all. As a community, 
we have an obligation to ensure that every person lives with dignity and has sufficient 
opportunities for his or her integral development. 
 
119. In the first Christian centuries, a number of thinkers developed a universal vision in 
their reflections on the common destination of created goods.[91] This led them to 
realize that if one person lacks what is necessary to live with dignity, it is because 
another person is detaining it. Saint John Chrysostom summarizes it in this way: “Not to 
share our wealth with the poor is to rob them and take away their livelihood. The riches 
we possess are not our own, but theirs as well”.[92] In the words of Saint Gregory the 
Great, “When we provide the needy with their basic needs, we are giving them what 
belongs to them, not to us”.[93] 
 
120. Once more, I would like to echo a statement of Saint John Paul II whose 
forcefulness has perhaps been insufficiently recognized: “God gave the earth to the 
whole human race for the sustenance of all its members, without excluding or favouring 
anyone”.[94] For my part, I would observe that “the Christian tradition has never 
recognized the right to private property as absolute or inviolable, and has stressed the 
social purpose of all forms of private property”.[95] The principle of the common use of 
created goods is the “first principle of the whole ethical and social order”;[96] it is a 
natural and inherent right that takes priority over others.[97] All other rights having to do 
with the goods necessary for the integral fulfilment of persons, including that of private 
property or any other type of property, should – in the words of Saint Paul VI – “in no 
way hinder [this right], but should actively facilitate its implementation”.[98] The right to 
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private property can only be considered a secondary natural right, derived from the 
principle of the universal destination of created goods. This has concrete consequences 
that ought to be reflected in the workings of society. Yet it often happens that secondary 
rights displace primary and overriding rights, in practice making them irrelevant. 
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-

tutti.html    

 
Twenty-first Century Learning 
http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation >This is a site for 

Christian Meditation for teachers and students alike. 

 
www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade 

 

www.grwhealth.com/post/time-to-rejuvenate-10-ways-to-boost-your-mental-

health-this-summer# - 10 ways to boost your mental health this summer – check this 

out 

   

www.thehoneyprint.com/2020/07/02/10-ways-to-be-relaxed-rejuvenated-this-

summer/  - and check this out – be good to you! 

 

 

Saints Kit – All the saints of the Roman Calendar and More by Sister Mary Kathleen Glavich, 

S.N.D., and other Sisters of Notre Dame, Chardon  

St. Thomas, Apostle, July 3 – Thomas is one of the original twelve apostles.  His name 

means twin.  He was most likely a Galilean fisherman, like Peter, James, and John.  

Jesus called him, and he followed enthusiastically.  One day a messenger came and 

told Jesus that his friend Lazarus was quite sick.  Mary and Martha, the sisters of 

Lazarus, asked Jesus to come and cure their brother.  The apostles knew this would be 

a dangerous trip for Jesus because he had many enemies living around Jerusalem.  At 

this time Thomas said he would be very glad to go with Jesus, and eve to die with him.  

Later, on Easter Sunday evening when the apostles reported that the Risen Lord Jesus 

had appeared to them, Thomas refused to believe them.  He insisted that he would not 

believe unless he could touch the wounds in his hands and side of Jesus.  A week later, 

Jesus appeared again to the apostles.  This time Thomas was there.  Jesus called him 

over and told him to put his finger into the wounds.  Thomas was very ashamed of his 

unbelief.  He fell to his knees and said, “My Lord and my God.”  Then Jesus said 

something that should give us great courage and trust.  He told Thomas, “Have you 

come to believe because you have seen me?  Blessed are those who have not seen 

and have believed.”  (John 20:29)  We do not know for sure what happened to Thomas 

later on.  Tradition says that he went to India and preached there.  Perhaps he was 

martyred there, too.  The Catholic people of India believe that he is their special apostle 

and patron.  St. Thomas, pray for us!  And pray for India!”  Card 82 
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A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

Yellow Line by Sylvia Olsen, 2005, Orca Currents.  This is part of a series of books 

described as of high school interest, low vocabulary.  It takes place in a segregated 

community where the Indigenous students live on a reserve and sit separately on the 

school bus.  The students from the settler population of the village sit separately and 

seldom venture anywhere near the reserve.  The Indigenous students live on one side 

of the Forks River Bridge and the white students on the other.  It is a study of racism. I 

give this book ☺☺☺☺☺/5 happy faces.   
 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Sister Pat  

The Illegal directed by Daniel Renzu.  The movie starts with Indian subtitles, a young 
man immigrates to America from India to work toward the American dream of making 
movies.  I really appreciated the musical sound of the Indian language.  The main 
character is very sweet and trusting.  The main characters are Iqbal Theba, Jay Ali, and 
Surja Sharma.  I appreciated how hard some people are willing to work and sacrifice to 
make their dreams come true.   I give this movie ♥♥♥♥♥/5   

 

Catholic WORD of the Week – For Those Who Read to the end…Just like the 
credits at the movies  
“Gift of Tongues –.The phrase refers to “glossolalia” or “speaking in tongues.” It is one 

of the gifts of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 14:1).  Scholars count thirty-five references to this 

gift principally in Acts and 1 Corinthians, less so in Mark.  The term refers to speaking in 

a language which is incomprehensible to the speaker or hearers.  Paul encourages the 

Corinthians to seek the spiritual gifts (1 Cor 14:1), above all is the gift of love.  One of 

the gifts he lists is tongues (14:1-8; cf. 12:31).  The New Testament points to three 

functions for this “word-gift.”  (1) A heavenly language: its principal role is to assist in the 

praise and worship of God (1 Cor 14:2, 14-15, 28) perhaps when the intellect and its 

companion, human language, are neither capable nor adequate for expressing what the 

Spirit reveals or when language is no longer adequate for the level of prayer being 

experienced (e.g., Rom 8:26)  Luke understands the powerful experiences of the Holy 

Spirit as a fulfillment of Scripture (Acts 2:4, 18, 19:6).  Because of the strength of a 

person’s reaction to the Holy Spirit can often appear pathological to the uninformed 

observer (Mk 3:21; Acts 2:13; 26:24), two points should be noted: first, ecstasy and 

emotion are not the conditions for authentic “tongues” but rather can be a result of a 

strong movement of the Holy Spirit; second, as with the gift of prophecy, authentic 

promptings to pray with the gift of tongues are always subject to the free will of the one 

praying.  (2)  As a human language:  it is inspired by the Spirit but for purposes of 

communicating the “mind of God,” so to speak; (i) a gift of being able to speak in a 

language which the speaker may not know but which is recognizable by the hearer of 

the communication (e.g., Acts 2); (ii) as a prophetic utterance which then needs to be 

“interpreted” (1 Cor 12:3; 13:1 ff.; 14:32).  It is critical to understand that the gifts of the 

Spirit are subordinate to love (1Cor 14:1) and are for the building up of the Church 

(14:5b).  the gift of tongues is mentioned in many early Church documents after the 



New Testament period, which indicates that with the other gifts of the Spirit it is not to 

be taken as a dispensation of grace restricted to the apostolic period (e.g., Mk 16:17; 

Iren. Her. V.vi.1; Ter. Marcion V.viii; Origen Contra Celsum VII.ix).  ” Our Sunday Visitor’s 

CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA, page 437 
 

The Great CANADIAN Puzzle Book – a new feature for 2021 

Famous Names Quiz – quiz 146 

For each question, one answer is correct – can you determine which? 

 

1.  The famous newspaper baron Lord Beaverbrook was born in Ontario under what 

name? 

A.  Noble Young     C.  Gordon English 

B.  Bill Henderson     D.  Willian Maxwell Aitken 

 

2.  Which Montreal-born author became internationally famous with his novel The 

Apprenticeship of Duddy Kravitz? 

A.  Leonard Cohen     C.  Irving Layton 

B.  Mordecai Richler    D.  Solomon Gursky 

 

3.  Which Canadian-born actress (who made many films in the 1920s and 1930s) was 

known as the ‘First Lady of the Screen’? 

A.  Genevieve Bujold    C.  Mary Pickford 

B.  Deanna Durbin     D.  Norma Shearer 

 


