
Catholic Culture Update #40 

Quote to carry through the week 

“It is good to give thanks to the Lord.” Psalm 92:2 

 

June 13, 2021 is the Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time > “Practice of Charity > 

Today’s readings from Ezekiel and the evangelist Mark relate the power of God in our 

lives through nature.  These readings help us to learn more about our role in God’s 

world and God’s desire that we build the kingdom here.  As a practical application of 

growing more believers, we might consider getting our hands dirty in a community 

garden.  What better place to learn about kingdom building than by working with others 

to grow vegetables that help feed families?  Besides growing produce, we can witness 

God’s creative growth among fellow gardeners. 

 Check out this website http://www.cityfarmer.org/canadaCC.html to learn how to 

start or participate in a community garden.   

 Work with parish administrators to see if your church grounds have areas in need 

of visual improvement or better maintenance. 

 Gather family members and other churchgoers on occasion to beauty your parish 

[or school grounds] to make it more inviting. ” AT HOME with the WORD 2021, Liturgy Training 

Publications, page 101 
 

“Scripture Insights – In Ezekiel 17:1-21, God tells Israel a parable about a shoot from 

a cedar tree and a seed that becomes a vine and then explains its meaning: while in 

exile in Babylon, Israel secretly sought help from Egypt, a deceitful move that provokes 

God’s wrath (Israel was in Babylon as God’s punishment for idolatry and 

unfaithfulness).  But God promises to take a shoot from a cedar and plant it on Israel’s 

heights.  In other words, Israel does not need Egypt, because God’s power will bring 

home and restore Israel.  The Lord brings low; the Lord lifts high.  The parable of the 

mustard seed borrows imagery from Ezekiel 17.  There, without the assistance of 

humans, a tree will grow from a shoot and will become a place under which birds take 

shelter.  In Ezekiel, the tree is a cedar, whereas in Mark, Jesus describes a mustard 

tree, perhaps to emphasize its humble beginnings (“the smallest of all the seeds”).  

From a tiny, insignificant thing, the kingdom begins.  As the Apostle Paul wrote, we 

plant our small seeds and water them, but God is responsible for the growth (1 

Corinthians 3:6).  The sower of the seed doesn’t even know how it grows; his only job 

was to scatter it on the earth.  In the Second Reading, we hear, “we would rather leave 

the body and go home to the Lord.”  In 2 Corinthians 5, Paul tells us that we groan, 

longing to be clothed with our resurrection body (5:2; cf. Romans 8:22-23).  Mark 4 calls 

us back to the truth that God gives growth even to the seeds of these bodies and 

someday will flower them into resurrection trees.  The Lord brings low; the Lord lifts 

high. 

 What does it mean to “plant the seeds” of God’s kingdom? 

 Why do you think that God speaks in riddles and parables in both Ezekiel 17 

and Mark 4? 

http://www.cityfarmer.org/canadaCC.html


 What do you need courage for today?” AT HOME with the WORD 2021, Liturgy Training 

Publications, page 101 
 

June 13 is the memorial of St. Anthony of Padua, “Priest and Doctor of the Church. St. 

Anthony (1195-1231), a member of a noble Portuguese family, joined the Canons 

Regular of St. Augustine at a young age, but later joined the Franciscans to engage in 

missionary work.  Although his missionary dreams were halted due to illness, he 

received public acclaim for his preaching style, which lead to the conversion of many 

from heresy, earning him the title “Hammer of the Heretics.”  He had the privilege of 

meeting St. Francis of Assisi in person and was later elected provincial of Northern Italy.  

His writing is extensive, especially in the area of sermons; therefore, he was named a 

Doctor of the Church.  People invoke his name when trying to find lost items.  This 

comes from the story in the saint’s biography when a young novice took Anthony’s 

Psalter, but returned it in a hurry when the angry saint appeared to him in a vision!” 
 Companion to the Calendar – A Guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, page 82   

 

Nurturing Hope – Harvesting New Fruit 
For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected, provided it is 
received with thanksgiving; for it is sanctified by God’s word and by prayer.  1 Timothy 4:4-5 

 

June - Virtue of the Month – Justice, la justice, Gwayakwaadiziwin, Kintohpatatin 

Prayer for Justice 
I shall pass this way but once; 

any good that I can do or  

any kindness I can show another 

let me do it now.   

Let me not defer or neglect it; 

for I shall not pass this way again. 

  

Catholic Social Teaching – Sacredness of all Life 

“Transplants are a great step forward in science’s service of [humans], and not a few 

people today own their lives to an organ transplant.  Increasingly, the technique of 

transplants has proven to be a valid means of attaining the primary goal of all medicine 

– the service of human life…  There is a need to instill in people’s hearts, especially in 

the hearts of the young, a genuine and deep appreciation of the need for love, a love 

that can find expression in the decision to become an organ donor.  Pope St. John Paul 

II to attendees at the International Congress on Transplants in Rome – August 2000” 
Organ Donation: A Catholic Perspective, from www.ccbi.utoronto.ca 
 

Fratelli Tutti – Pope Francis’ new Encyclical – On Fraternity and Social Friendship 

“Chapter 3 – Envisaging and Engendering an Open World 
The value of solidarity 
114. I would like especially to mention solidarity, which, “as a moral virtue and social attitude 
born of personal conversion, calls for commitment on the part of those responsible for education 
and formation. I think first of families, called to a primary and vital mission of education. Families 
are the first place where the values of love and fraternity, togetherness and sharing, concern 



and care for others are lived out and handed on. They are also the privileged milieu for 
transmitting the faith, beginning with those first simple gestures of devotion which mothers teach 
their children. Teachers, who have the challenging task of training children and youth in schools 
or other settings, should be conscious that their responsibility extends also to the moral, spiritual 
and social aspects of life. The values of freedom, mutual respect and solidarity can be handed 
on from a tender age… Communicators also have a responsibility for education and formation, 
especially nowadays, when the means of information and communication are so 
widespread”.[87] 
115. At a time when everything seems to disintegrate and lose consistency, it is good for us to 
appeal to the “solidity”[88] born of the consciousness that we are responsible for the fragility of 
others as we strive to build a common future. Solidarity finds concrete expression in service, 
which can take a variety of forms in an effort to care for others. And service in great part means 
“caring for vulnerability, for the vulnerable members of our families, our society, our people”. In 
offering such service, individuals learn to “set aside their own wishes and desires, their pursuit 
of power, before the concrete gaze of those who are most vulnerable… Service always looks to 
their faces, touches their flesh, senses their closeness and even, in some cases, ‘suffers’ that 
closeness and tries to help them. Service is never ideological, for we do not serve ideas, we 
serve people”.[89]  http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-

francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html    
 

Twenty-first Century Learning 
http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation >This is a site for 

Christian Meditation for teachers and students alike. 

 
www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade 

 

https://noveleffect.com/ > “Using voice-recognition tech, this app adds sound effects 

to your oral reading sessions.  Imagine suspenseful music, the sound of glass breaking, 

or a sneeze at just the right moment, the next time your class reads together!  It is free 

and good for K to Grade 3.”  Professionally Speaking, June 2021, page 19 

 

Saints Kit – All the saints of the Roman Calendar and More by Sister Mary Kathleen Glavich, 

S.N.D., and other Sisters of Notre Dame, Chardon  

“St. Romuald, whose feast day is June 19 – In 972 when Romuald was a young man, his 

father, a duke, killed a relative in an argument over money.  This act disturbed Romuald 

to such a degree that he entered a Benedictine monastery to do penance for his father’s 

crime.  He stayed there for three years.  His father eventually repented for the murder 

and also entered a monastery.  For many years Romuald lived alone as a hermit.  He 

fasted and prayed a great deal.  For thirty years he travelled in Italy founding 

monasteries and hermitages.  His way of living was so strict that at first few people were 

strong enough to imitate him.  He founded the order of the Camaldolese Benedictines.  

When he was quite an old man, Romuald began to think about being a martyr.  Finally 

the desire became so strong that he traveled to Hungary, hoping to be killed there for 

his Christian faith.  When he arrived he became ill, so he returned to his native land of 

Italy.  Here he again led a hermit’s life.  Once after Romuald had scolded a nobleman 

for his sinful life, the man accused him of a terrible crime.  The monks believed the story 

and ordered Romuald to do penance, forbade him to say Mass, and had him 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html#_ftn87
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html#_ftn88
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html#_ftn89
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
http://wccm.org/
http://www.carfleo.org/
https://noveleffect.com/


excommunicated.  He bore this punishment in silence for six months.  St. Romuald’s life 

teaches us that we can find God in solitude and listening.  St. Romuald, pray that we 

never give up our search for God!” Card 74 

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

The Theory of Hummingbirds by Michelle Kadarusman, 2017. The book was 

purchased as a class set for Intermediate students.  I read this book at the beginning of 

the year and cannot remember the plot. This book is a “gentle, hopeful, and wholly 

innocent portrayal of a sixth-grade girl dealing with being different. Alba was born with 

talipes equinovarus, or clubfoot – a condition that author Michelle Kadarusman also 

experienced as a child. Alba’s case is severe, requiring surgery in kindergarten and 

again in Grade 6.”  Quillandquire.com I give this book ☺☺☺☺/5 happy faces.   
 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Sister Pat  

Hillbilly Elegy, 2020, directed by Ron Howard, starring Gabriel Basso, Amy Adams, 
Glenn Close, based on a true story. A young Yale law student Gabriel Basso is called 
back to his family in the Appalachians.  Life at home is very different than life on 
campus.  His family, his mom played by Amy Adams and grandmother Glenn Close, is 
not a typical “Brady bunch.”  There are many problems and relationships are 
complicated.  The makeup was absolutely amazing and it was nominated for this 
category for the Oscars.  I give this movie ♥♥♥♥/5   

 

Catholic WORD of the Week – For Those Who Read to the end…Just like the 
credits at the movies  
“Election, Papal – The normal manner of selecting a Pope.  The election is governed 

by the Code of Canon Law and any subsequent norms established by the Pope.  All 

Cardinals who have not reached the age of eighty are eligible to vote.  The cardinals are 

locked in conclave and the vote is by secret ballot.  A candidate must receive two=thirds 

plus one of the votes cast and accept election to be declared elected.” Our Sunday Visitor’s 

CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA, page 344 
 

The Great CANADIAN Puzzle Book – a new feature for 2021 

Sport Quiz – quiz 131 

For each question, one answer is correct – can you determine which? 

 

1.  Who hit the walk off home run that clinched the World Series for the Toronto Blue 

Jays in 1993? 

A.  Joe Carter B.  Roberto Alomar  C.  Dave Winfield D. Tony Fernandez 

 

2.  Name the French driver who won his first ever Formula One grand prix race, the 

1995 Canadian Grand Prix, on his 31st birthday. 

A.  Jacques Villeneuve    C.  Jean Alesi 

B.  Nelson Piquet     D.  Alain Prost 



Geography Quiz – quiz 137 

For each question, one answer is correct – can you determine which? 

 

1.  Which of these cities is furthest south? 

A.  Edmonton B. Winnipeg   C. Saskatoon D.  Regina 

 

2.  In the province of Quebec, what is Trois-Rivières? 

A.  An island      C.  A city 

B.  A confluence of three rivers   D.  A national park 
 

 


