
Catholic Culture Update #39 

Quote to carry through the week 

“I will call on the name of the Lord.” Psalm 116:13b 

 

June 6, 2021 is the “Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ > 

“Practice of Faith > Today’s solemnity focuses on the Real Presence in the Eucharist:  

a reality for which we hunger and thirst.  In a world in which people put up facades, 

honesty and permanence are desired.  It can be easy to take for granted that bread and 

wine become the Body and Blood of Christ at each Mass.  We also may overlook that 

Christ is present in the readings, the assembly, and the priest who presides at Mass. 

 The next time you are at Mass, consider the four ways that Jesus is truly present 

at that banquet: in the Word, in the Eucharist, and within the assembly and the 

presider. 

 Reflect on Jesus’ words at the Last Supper regarding his presence in the bread 

and wine. 

 Consider talking with someone who has left the practice of his or her Catholic 

faith about this Real Presence.  Invite them to join you at Mass sometime.” AT 

HOME with the WORD 2021, Liturgy Training Publications, page 99 
 

“Scripture Insights – The power of blood in the ancient world connects these readings.  

For the writers of the Old and New Testaments, the life of every living creature was in its 

blood.  Exodus 24 describes the covenant with Israel, which extended the covenant 

made with Abraham and his descendants (Genesis 12-22).  Whereas the Abrahamic 

covenant included blood only indirectly (Genesis 15:9-10; 17:9-14), in the Mosaic 

covenant, the blood of bulls is splashed on the altar and sprinkled on the people.  The 

people offer bulls as “peace offerings” to God.  After the destruction of the Temple, 

Israel wrestled with how to atone for their sins and reconcile with God apart from the 

offering of animal sacrifices.  The psalmist’s phrase “a sacrifice of thanksgiving” hints at 

this shift toward spiritual sacrifice.  Both the reading from Hebrews and Mark’s Gospel 

account point to Jesus’ Blood as true and lasting shalom.  From the Blood come peace, 

wholeness, and a restored relationship between humanity and God.  At the Last 

Supper, Christ is the mediator of a new covenant established by his Blood, which 

connects Jesus’ sacrifice to the blood of the lambs sacrificed at Passover, the 

remembrance of God’s redemption of Israel from slavery.  In Hebrews 9, the author 

argues “how much more” the Blood of Christ can do.  He argues that if the blood of 

animals purified the flesh of those who had sinned, then how much more will the Blood 

of Christ purify consciences and free sinners for worship of the living God.  The author 

accepts the necessity of death and blood to redeem humankind from transgressions, 

but the only death needed is that of Jesus, who offers his blood “once for all.” 

 Why does the author of Hebrews repeatedly refer to God as “the living God” 

(9:14; 3:12; 10:31; 12:22)?”  

 In societies without animals sacrifice, how might we fully grasp the meaning of 

Jesus’ sacrifice as the end of all sacrifices? 



 What does it mean to offer thanksgiving as a sacrifice?” AT HOME with the WORD 2021, 

Liturgy Training Publications, page 99 
 

June 11 is the Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus.  “On the Friday following 

the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, we celebrate this feast day.  

Because this solemnity usually falls in June, this month is also known as the “Month of 

the Sacred Heart.”  Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus is all about pondering 

Christ’s love and meditating on Christ’s suffering.” Companion to the Calendar – A Guide to the Saints, Seasons, 

and Holidays of the Year, page 79 

 

 June 11 is also World Day of Prayer for Priests.  “Catholics worldwide are urged to 

pray for Priests today on the World Day of Prayer for Priests.  The day was begun by St. 

John Paul II in 2002 with the objective of having all Catholic faithful join in prayer for the 

sanctification of Priests.  The World Day of Prayer coincides with the Feast of the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

 

June 12 is the Memorial of the Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  “On 

the day after the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, we celebrate a memorial in 

honour of his mother’s Immaculate Heart.  It was St. John Eudes, a priest and a 

contemporary of St. Margaret Mary, who helped make devotion to Mary’s Immaculate 

Heart part of the life of the universal Church.  When Mary brings the baby Jesus to the 

Temple, the aged Simeon tells her that her heart will be pierced by a sword (Lk 2:35).  

And Mary; quietly listening and pondering the life of her Son, “treasured all these words 

and pondered them in her heart” (Lk 2:19).  Mary’s heart is the treasury of the Lord’s 

deeds and words; and it is the place of her anguish, in witnessing the sufferings of her 

Son.  St. John Paul II raised this commemoration, a liturgical sister to yesterday’s 

Solemnity, from an optional to an obligatory memorial.  Just as the Nine First Fridays 

are associated with the Sacred Heart of Jesus, so the Five First Saturdays are 

associated with the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  Through celebrating the Sacraments of 

Reconciliation and Eucharist, and taking fifteen minutes on the First Saturday of each 

month to ponder the mysteries of the Rosary, the devotion is focused on reparation to 

the Immaculate Heart of Mary.” Companion to the Calendar – A Guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, page 

25 

    

Nurturing Hope – Cultivating Relationships 
Do to others as you would have them do to you.  Luke 6:31 

  

June - Virtue of the Month – Justice, la justice, Gwayakwaadiziwin, Kintohpatatin  

The grandfathers teach that honest is very important.  We take an oath when we speak in a 

court of law to speak the truth.  “Gwayakwaadiziwin—Honesty: Honesty in facing a situation is 

to be brave. Always be honest in word and action. Be honest first with yourself, and you will 

more easily be able to be honest with others. In the Anishinaabe language, this word can also 

mean "righteousness."” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teachings_of_the_Seven_Grandfathers  

There is no word in Cree for the concept of justice.  “The nearest word is Kintohpatatin, which 

loosely translated means “you’ve been listened to.”  But kintohpatatin is richer than justice - 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teachings_of_the_Seven_Grandfathers


really it means you've been listened to by someone compassionate and fair, and your needs will 

be taken seriously.” Edmund Metatawabin 

Our Mission Statement – Guided by the Spirit on our journey, together with family and 

Church, we mutually invite, support and encourage one another in our efforts to 

transform the world.  Some might think “Are you kidding me, you want us to transform 

the world.  That is too big a job.”  There are many ways to respond.  If we transform the 

world of one child, we have done enough.  If we transform the world of one class, we 

have done enough.  The micro influences the macro.  Let’s start small and see the 

ripples flow. 

 

Catholic Social Teaching – Sacredness of all Life 

“Learning More About Organ and Tissue Donation 

Organ donation is reserved for those with serious illnesses who may, otherwise, die if a 

transplant does not occur.  Organ donors can be alive or deceased.   

For living donors, the following must be considered: 

 The recipient’s need must be serious with no other treatment options. 

 The benefit to the recipient must be proportionate to the risk taken by the donor. 

 There must be free, informed consent from the donor, without coercion. 

For deceased donors, the following must be considered: 

 Vital organs that occur singly in the body may only be removed after death. 

 The donor’s consent must be given will in advance, freely and in writing or in 

discussion with loved ones. 

 There must be moral certainty that the donor is dead. 
Organ Donation: A Catholic Perspective, from www.ccbi.utoronto.ca 

 

Fratelli Tutti – Pope Francis’ new Encyclical – On Fraternity and Social Friendship 

“Chapter 3 – Envisaging and Engendering an Open World 

PROMOTING THE MORAL GOOD 

112. Nor can we fail to mention that seeking and pursuing the good of others and of the 

entire human family also implies helping individuals and societies to mature in the moral 

values that foster integral human development. The New Testament describes one fruit 

of the Holy Spirit (cf. Gal 5:22) as agathosyne; the Greek word expresses attachment to 

the good, pursuit of the good. Even more, it suggests a striving for excellence and what 

is best for others, their growth in maturity and health, the cultivation of values and not 

simply material wellbeing. A similar expression exists in Latin: benevolentia. This is an 

attitude that “wills the good” of others; it bespeaks a yearning for goodness, an 

inclination towards all that is fine and excellent, a desire to fill the lives of others with 

what is beautiful, sublime and edifying. 

113. Here, regrettably, I feel bound to reiterate that “we have had enough of immorality 
and the mockery of ethics, goodness, faith and honesty. It is time to acknowledge that 
light-hearted superficiality has done us no good. Once the foundations of social life are 
corroded, what ensues are battles over conflicting interests”.[86] Let us return to 
promoting the good, for ourselves and for the whole human family, and thus advance 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html#_ftn86


together towards an authentic and integral growth. Every society needs to ensure that 
values are passed on; otherwise, what is handed down are selfishness, violence, 
corruption in its various forms, indifference and, ultimately, a life closed to 
transcendence and entrenched in individual interests. 
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-

tutti.html    

Twenty-first Century Learning 
http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation >This is a site for 

Christian Meditation for teachers and students alike. 

 
www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade 

 

www.facinghistory.org > a website that can provide data to create problems for your 

students to solve. 

 

https://getbookly.com/ > “free for limited version, subscriptions available.  Students 

can track reading hours, make notes on their reading experience, view statistics, 

participate in seasonal readathons, and more.  For students who like setting goals and 

tracking progress, Bookly is a motivating reading assistant.  Grades 3-12.” June 2021, 

Professionally Speaking, page 19  

 

Saints Kit – All the saints of the Roman Calendar and More by Sister Mary Kathleen Glavich, 

S.N.D., and other Sisters of Notre Dame, Chardon  

“St. Ephrem of Syria – Deacon and Doctor – 306?- 373 – “St. Ephrem was born of a 

Christina family in the country that today is called Turkey.  As a young man, he was 

ordained a deacon and became a well-known teacher.  Years later, the bishop 

suggested that Ephrem be ordained a priest.  Ephrem begged the bishop to allow him to 

stay a deacon because he thought he was not good enough to be a priest.  Although 

Ephrem never became a priest, he did become a monk.  When the Persian army 

conquered his homeland.  Ephrem escaped to the mountains and lived alone in a cave.  

Once people in the nearby city discovered him, many came to listen to him and ask for 

help with their problems.  At this time Ephrem did a lot of writing.  His homilies were 

very popular, and so were his religious poems.  He also took the songs that heretics 

were teaching and changed the words, using the popular melodies to teach the truths of 

the Catholic faith.  Ephrem was one of the first to write songs for the liturgy of the 

Church.  He wrote so many beautiful and original hymns that he has been called “Harp 

of the Holy Spirit.”  Quite a few of his homilies and hymns were devoted to Mary, the 

Mother of God.  The Church named Ephrem a Doctor of the Church, a title that means 

that a person’s writing or preaching is outstanding in guiding the Christian faithful. St. 

Ephrem, pray for us!” Card 71 

 

 

 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
http://wccm.org/
http://www.carfleo.org/
http://www.facinghistory.org/
https://getbookly.com/


A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

The Friendship War by Andrew Clements, 2019.  This book was purchased as a class 

set for Intermediate students and is available through the Curriculum department.  

Grace and Ellie have been best friends since Grade 2.  Ellie is always in the centre of 

everything and Grace was happy to be her sidekick.  But all things change right?  

Andrew Clements is also the bestselling author of Frindle.  Plan to use this book next 

year as a class read aloud.  I give this book ☺☺☺☺/5 happy faces.   
 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Sister Pat  

The Father, 2021.  2021 Oscar winner for Best Actor –with Anthony Hopkins.  He is 
the father and Olivia Colman is the daughter.  Father needs to have care because his 
daughter has decided to move to France.  The painful reality of a father-daughter 
relationship that is stressed because father’s dementia is progressing rapidly.  The only 
uplifting point to this sad movie is the beautiful opera music that accompanies the 
storyline.  It is the first movie I have seen that shows dementia from the perspective of 
the person with the illness.  The frustration and confusion must be unbearable in 
moments. The acting is amazing.  I give this movie ♥♥♥♥/5   

 

Catholic WORD of the Week – For Those Who Read to the end…Just like the 
credits at the movies  
“Defrocking – A common but incorrect term that often refers to the reduction of a cleric 

to the lay state.  More precisely, it refers to the permanent deprivation of the right to 

wear clerical dress.  This was a penalty that could be imposed on a cleric for the 

commission of an ecclesiastical crime under the 1917 Code.   Imposition of this penalty 

also entailed the loss of the right to clerical privileges.  The revised Code does not 

provide for this penalty.  However, a cleric who is reduced to the lay state is no longer 

entitled to wear clerical dress.” Our Sunday Visitor’s CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA, page 293 

 

The Great CANADIAN Puzzle Book – a new feature for 2021 

Historic Battles Quiz – quiz 128 

For each question, one answer is correct – can you determine which? 

 

1.  Which was the last battle fought in the Province of Ontario against a foreign 

invasion? 

A.  Port Dover Raid    C.  Longwoods 

B.  Ridgeway    D.  Moraviantown 

 

2.  What was the name of the escarpment in France successfully stormed by the 

Canadian Corps of the British Army in 1917? 

A.  Daele Ridge B.  Vimy Ridge C. Haigh Ridge  D.  Marne Ridge 

 

 

 



Sport Quiz – quiz 131 

For each question, one answer is correct – can you determine which? 

 

1.  Who hit the walk off home run that clinched the World Series for the Toronto Blue 

Jays in 1993? 

A.  Joe Carter B.  Roberto Alomar  C.  Dave Winfield D. Tony Fernandez 

 

2.  Name the French driver who won his first ever Formula One grand prix race, the 

1995 Canadian Grand Prix, on his 31st birthday. 

A.  Jacques Villeneuve    C.  Jean Alesi 

B.  Nelson Piquet     D.  Alain Prost 

 

 
 


