
Catholic Culture Update #31 

Quote to carry through the week 

“This is the day the Lord has made, Alleluia.” Psalm 118: 24 
 

April 11, 2021 is the Second Sunday of Easter / Sunday of Divine Mercy > “Practice 

of Faith > The joy inherent in the First Reading is the joy of a people united in faith.  

(“The community of believers was of one heart and mind,” and “there was no needy 

person among them.”)  In contrast, Thomas represents an individual who, due to his 

lack of faith, remains isolated within his community.  It takes an experience of the Risen 

Lord to change his unbelief, and then he honours Jesus as “my Lord and my God.”  All 

Christians after Thomas’ time must rely on the testimony and lives of those who came 

before them, who have handed on their experience of the Risen Lord. 

 Be aware that you belong to a people united in faith.  Pray for another parish in 

your city or region.  If you can, plan to visit the cathedral in your diocese. 

 Put some good of yours – a talent, a service, money, or material goods – at the 

disposal of your community. 

 Consider the many titles given to Jesus throughout the ages and what they 

mean.  Reflect on the times that you have been surprised into recognizing 

Christ.”  AT HOME with the WORD 2021, Liturgy Training Publications, page 79 

 

“Scripture Insights – On this Second Sunday of Easter, the Liturgy of the Word begins 

with a most beautiful and idealistic text from Acts.  Of special significance is the 

description that the Jerusalem community “was of one heart and mind,” with “everything 

in common.”  How many of us struggle daily to live for the common good!  

Appropriately, today’s Responsorial Psalm is one of thanksgiving, with emphasis placed 

on God’s everlasting love.  While this love is celebrated throughout the liturgical year, it 

is uniquely emphasized during the Easter season, when we remember the Paschal 

Mystery most intensely.  The reading from the First Letter of John, like our Responsorial 

Psalm, invites us to reflect on the incomprehensible love of God.  God’s command- 

ments are not intended to be a burden for us; rather, they have been given to us as 

guides for living faith-filled lives.  While locked behind closed doors, Jesus appears to 

the disciples and offers them peace.  Upon recognizing Jesus, the disciples rejoice.  

Jesus extends peace to them a second time, then bestows the Holy Spirit on them.  In 

yet another encounter behind locked doors, Jesus appears again.  This time, after 

extending peace to the disciples, Jesus invites Thomas to touch him and to believe in 

him.  This scene concludes with reference to other signs that Jesus performed so that 

we might have life in Jesus’ name.   

 Reread the short passage from the Acts of the Apostles.  What would it require 

for a community to be “of one heart and mind”?  What would such a lifestyle 

require of you?  Do you believe that such a way of life is possible? 

 Consider writing a short psalm of thanksgiving using the retrain “Give thanks to 

the Lord, for he is good; his love is everlasting.”  Compose several verses in 

which you identify specific people and acts of God for which you are grateful. 



 Had you been locked behind closed doors and heard the voice of Jesus 

extending you his peace, how do you imagine that you would respond?” 
AT HOME with the WORD 2021, Liturgy Training Publications, page 79 

 

“Second Sunday of Easter / Sunday of Divine Mercy – On April 30, 2000, Saint Pope 

John Paul II canonized St. Faustina Kowalska, a Polish nun and visionary to whom 

Christ had appeared with red and white rays streaming from his heart, an image that 

has since become famous as the ‘Divine Mercy.’  St. Faustina realized that God sees 

the world through the wounds of his Son, and that God’s gaze is fully of mercy and love.  

We need not fear, therefore, but only trust in Jesus.  The Divine Mercy chaplet is a 

special prayer using Rosary beads, but which a different sequence of prayer, 

emphasizing the saving Passion of Christ.  One of the prayers of the chaplet 

summarizes the devotion, which focuses on Christ’s Passion and God’s mercy: “For the 

sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on the whole world.”  Another 

prayer associated with the Divine Mercy devotion is a novena of prayer concluding on 

the Sunday of Divine Mercy (thus beginning on Good Friday).  On each day of the 

novena, a different group is prayed for, encompassing, by Divine Mercy Sunday, the 

whole world.  It is a prayer of trust in the love of Christ.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to 

the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, page 19 
 

“April 17 is the memorial of St. Kateri Tekakwitha.  Kateri (c. 1656-1680), daughter of a 

Mohawk warrior and Catholic Algonquin woman, was born in a Mohawk fortress near 

Auriesville, New York.  Her parents and brother died in a smallpox epidemic, and she 

was left with scars and weakened eyesight.  Kateri’s mother had made an impression 

on her, and she was baptized on Easter Sunday in 1676.  Her conversion to Christianity 

caused her relatives to mistreat her, and so Kateri fled to a community of Native 

American Christians at Kahnawake (or Caughnawaga), Quebec.  Kateri died at 24.  She 

is called “Lily of the Mohawks,” beatified by St. John Paul ii in 1980, the first Native 

American to be so honoured.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays 

of the Year, page 62 
 

Nurturing Hope – Preparing the Earth 
Those who act faithfully are the Lord’s delight.  Proverbs 12:22b 
 

April Virtue of the Month – Respect, Minaadendamowin, Le respect, 

Manâtcihiwewin -  Actions that demonstrate these virtues 
 + to play in the school yard without pushing others 

+ to speak well of others  

 + to pick up litter in the classroom, hallways, school yard  

 + to enjoy signs of spring and nature’s gifts around us 

 + to offer genuine affirmations to others we see doing well  

 

Our Mission Statement – We strive to provide an enduring education that reflects 

the essence of our Catholic traditions.  We celebrate Easter for fifty days not for one 

Sunday.   



Catholic Social Teaching – Sacredness of all Life 

“Are there other areas of concern?  Catholic ethicists and clinicians generally agree 

that persons in whom there are signs only of the loss of higher (cortical) brain function, 

such as those in a “post-coma unresponsive state” or “persistent vegetative state”, are 

not dead.  Catholics should oppose proposals to increase the number of possible organ 

donors by introducing the concept of partial or higher brain death as the definition of 

death.”  Organ Donation: A Catholic Perspective, from www.ccbi.utoronto.ca 

 

Fratelli Tutti – Pope Francis’ new Encyclical – On Fraternity and Social Friendship 

“Chapter 3 – Envisaging and Engendering an Open World 

A LOVE EVER MORE OPEN 

95. Love also impels us towards universal communion. No one can mature or find fulfilment by 

withdrawing from others. By its very nature, love calls for growth in openness and the ability to 

accept others as part of a continuing adventure that makes every periphery converge in a 

greater sense of mutual belonging. As Jesus told us: “You are all brothers” (Mt 23:8). 

96. This need to transcend our own limitations also applies to different regions and countries. 

Indeed, “the ever-increasing number of interconnections and communications in today’s world 

makes us powerfully aware of the unity and common destiny of the nations. In the dynamics of 

history, and in the diversity of ethnic groups, societies and cultures, we see the seeds of a 

vocation to form a community composed of brothers and sisters who accept and care for one 

another”.[75]”  http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-

francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html    

 

Twenty-first Century Learning 
http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation > This is a site for 

Christian Meditation for teachers and students alike. 

 
www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade 

 

https://www.fairchancelearning.com/stories > We’ve launched a FREE online 

educator community.  Become a member. 

 

https://www.catholic.com/ > search the world’s largest database of answers about the 

beliefs and practices of the Catholic faith.  Learn more about Catholicism through 

articles, books, videos, and more. the world's largest database of answers about 

the beliefs and practices of the Catholhrough articles, books, videos and more 

Let’s change it up for EASTER 

“Blessing of Easter Baskets – Popular traditions on Holy Saturday are associated in 

some way with preparations for the festivities of Easter.  On this day or during the days 

preceding, eggs are boiled and dyed, Easter clothes are purchased, and foods 

prepared.  The blessing of special foods for Easter is still a popular tradition, especially 

among people of Polish ancestry.  Baskets of food are brought to church where they are 

blessed by the pastor.” Lent & Easter – Catholic Customs & Tradtions, by Greg Dues, page 25   

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html#_ftn75
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
http://wccm.org/
http://www.carfleo.org/
https://www.fairchancelearning.com/stories
https://www.catholic.com/


 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

North to Benjamin by Alan Cumyn, 2018. This book was purchased as a classroom 

set for Intermediate students of H-SCDSB, and is available through the Curriculum 

Coordinator.  A single mother moves with her son to a remote Northern community.  A 

friend has allowed them to live in his home while he is away.  The son whose name is 

Edgar will have to care for Benjamin, a large dog, while they live in the house.  Edgar 

has not had to care for a dog before but is looking forward to it very much.  These new 

friends will have an adventure together and hopefully survive to tell about it. I give this 

book ☺☺☺☺/5 happy faces.   
 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Sister Pat  

Johnny Allegro, 1949, b/w This movie stars George Raft and Nina Foch.  A reformed 
gangster works with the Treasury department to bring down a counterfeiter with designs 
to overthrow the USA.  I became very nostalgic while watching a black & white picture, 
remembering when all TV was b/w.  I give this movie ♥♥♥.5/5   

 

Catholic WORD of the Week – For Those Who Read to the end…Just like the 
credits at the movies  
“Salvation – Generally speaking, the concept of salvation involves three elements: a 

condition from which salvation is the release; the means of release; the state to be 

attained through salvation.  Often the term refers especially either to the process by 

which release is gained or to the state to which it leads.  The Christian meaning of 

salvation involves these three elements, but it is best to start with the last.  Christianity 

teaches that we are called and destined by God to be in union with Him.  Perfect love, 

or charity, is the goal of salvation.  We are saved for this end, to enjoy the vision of God, 

the heavenly life and the consummation of our happiness as human beings.  The goal 

of salvation is thus both union with God and our own flourishing.  The instrument or 

means of our salvation is in the first place Christ Himself.  By His death and 

resurrection, our salvation is won.  That our salvation requires these actions tells us 

something about our condition.  Because of sin – the inherited sinful condition of the 

whole human race, and the multitude of personal sins – we need to be reconciled with 

God.  Christ’s action and the grace He wins for us both heal us and enable us to begin 

the journey of salvation in which we are purified and transformed.  All the other means 

of salvation – revelation, the sacramental life, our membership in the Church – flow from 

Christ and from our communion with Him.”  Our Sunday Visitor’s CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA, page 862 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Great CANADIAN Puzzle Book – a new feature for 2021 

 “Highest Points 

Can you match each named height to its province or territory? 

 

Alberta     Mount Columbia    

British Columbia   Fairweather Mountain 

Manitoba    Baldy Mountain 

New Brunswick   Mount Carleton 

Newfoundland & Labrador  Mount Caubvick 

Northwest Territories  Mount Nirvana 

Nova Scotia    White Hill 

Nunavut    Barbeau Peak 

Ontario    Ishpatina Ridge     

Quebec    Mont D’Iberville 

Saskatchewan   Cypress Hills    

Yukon     Mount Logan”  page 77 

 

“History Quiz 

 

1.  Which two of Her Majesty’s Ships of the ill-fated Franklin expedition of 1845, have 

both been recently discovered in northern Canada? 

A.  HMS Erebus and HMS Terror  C.  HMS Adventure and HMS Arctic Fox 

B.  HMS Navigator and HMS Polaris D.  HMS Endurance and HMS Perseverance  
 

2.  Which navigator and explorer was cast adrift by his mutinous crew in what is now 

north-east Canada in 1611 and was never seen again? 

A.  James Cook    C.  Alexander Mackenzie   

B.  Henry Hudson    D.  Roy Chapman Andrews 

 

3.  Which Conservative Canadian Prime Minister scrapped the Avro Arrow, demolishing 

50,000 jobs and setting Canadian aviation back two decades? 

A.  John Diefenbaker   C.  Pierre Trudeau 

B.  Lester Pearson    D.  Louis St. Laurent”  page 83 

 

  

 

 


