
Catholic Culture Update #30 

Quote to carry through the week 

“This is the day the Lord has made, Alleluia.” Psalm 118: 24 
 

April 4, 2021 is the Resurrection of the Lord – Easter Sunday > “Practice of Faith> 

The beginning of the reading from Acts notes that Peter is speaking to people familiar 

with the life of Jesus (“You know what has happened all over Judea”).  Peter tells the 

gathered community what the events of Jesus’ life mean:  Jesus is “the one appointed 

by God,” through whom all who believe will receive forgiveness of sins.  Paul persists 

with Peter’s message in the Letter to the Colossians: “Think of what is above….When 

Christ your life appears, then you too will appear with him in glory.”  Those with faith 

have a different view than those focused on earthly matters:  what is seen means more 

than what may be perceived.  Even Mary Magdalene at first does not understand what 

she sees. 

 Reflect on what it means to see with eyes of faith. 

 If your parish provides a Mass in another language, attend that Mass to 

experience Eucharist unity through a means other than language. 

 You know the story of Jesus, but do you know what it means?  Consider what 

you must do to appear with Christ in glory.” 
AT HOME with the WORD 2021, Liturgy Training Publications, page 77 

 

“Scripture Insights – Jesus has been raised from the dead.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  From 

today through the Solemnity of Pentecost, the First Reading each Sunday will be from 

the Acts of the Apostles.  These readings are not in sequential order, so while today’s 

text is from chapter 10 of Acts, next Sunday’s reading is from chapter 4.  None of the 

readings during the next six weeks are from the latter chapters of the book, chapters 11-

28.  It can be helpful to bear this in mind since we understand Acts to be the story of the 

early followers of Jesus, after his Resurrection.  These texts, then, will focus only on the 

beginnings of the early Church community.  Today’s reading opens with the words 

“Peter proceeded to speak and said.”  In Greek, these words are recognized as a 

particular literary form that lets the readers and the listeners know that what follows is 

inspired speech, similar to the Hebrews form in prophetic literature that begins “Thus 

says the Lord.”  The message that Peter proclaims is about God’s great deeds in Jesus.  

The four verses from Colossians in the Second Reading are part of a larger unit that 

began in the previous chapter and whose focus was more negative in tone than what 

we find here.  These few lines encourage the community to turn their attention to Christ, 

with whom they are already united.  The Gospel reading is from select verses of a 

longer and powerful story that provide us with a brief and dramatic scene at the empty 

tomb.  While verse 10, not included in today’s reading, states that the disciples returned 

home, verse 11 tells us that Mary remained outside the tomb and wept.  A beautiful 

encounter between Mary and the Risen Lord takes place within the next few verses.  

 How does the Resurrection impact the way you live? 

 From your Bible, read the longer account of the Resurrection, John 20:1-18 or 

20: 1-29. 



 If you heard Christ call your name, how do you imagine you would respond to 

him?”  AT HOME with the WORD 2021, Liturgy Training Publications, page 77 

  

“Easter Time – When Easter arrives, children proudly show off new clothes and bright 

dresses.  Families assemble baskets with chocolates and other favourite indulgent 

foods.  The Lenten fast has finished.  Signs of new life abound, from greening lawns 

and flowering trees [eventually], to images of bunnies, lambs, and chicks.  All this, 

expresses the bold and fascinating mystery of Jesus Christ, the crucified One, who has 

been resurrected from the dead.  Easter Time announces Christ is risen!  This gives 

reason to sing Alleluia with full voice!  Christ Jesus, having endured the suffering and 

death on the Cross, did not allow evil to be the last word.  He defeated death.  Like a 

morning star, Christ Jesus illuminates the darkness of fear and gives believers a path to 

eternal hopefulness.  As Christ emerges from the tomb of death, the Church proclaims 

salvation for all.  God’s peace will reign.  The redemptive work of Christ celebrated on 

Easter Sunday becomes the pattern for all Sunday liturgies and in fact, for all feasts 

throughout the liturgical year.  It is so significant an event that the Church celebrates 

Easter Time for fifty days.  To absorb its powerful impact on the human family, the 

Church celebrates a week of weeks (seven times seven) plus one extra day.  It 

symbolizes the fullness of time.  The long duration ritualizes Easter as the perfect event 

restoring all of creation and pointing it toward eternity.” Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the 

Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, page 18 

 

“Celebrating the Newly Baptized – Easter Time rejoices with those who were 

baptized at the Easter Vigil.  Easter Time acts as one extended celebration.  Baptism 

initiates a new life of faith.  With it comes the promised gift of salvation.  St. Paul’s 

words to the Romans, recounted at the Easter Vigil, summarizes the connection 

between Baptism and Resurrection in this way:  Are you unaware that we who were 

baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? …For if we have grown into 

union with him through a death like his, we shall also be united with him in the 

resurrection. …If, then, we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with 

him” (Romans 6:3ff.).  In the early Church, baptismal fonts were pools described as a 

tomb and a womb.  As a tomb, it drowns out one’s sins.  Yet as a womb, the found 

gives birth to a life of faith in the Church and in Christ Jesus.  Still today, Baptism by 

immersion is a living icon of Christ, rising from the tomb, radiant with new life.  With the 

neophytes (the newly baptized), the Church uses Easter Time to reflect upon the 

extraordinary events of the Vigil.  This process is called mystagogy.  The neophytes 

should continue deepening their faith and their understanding of how Christ Jesus is 

present to them in the word and sacraments of the Church.  Homilies during Easter can 

develop a spiritual awareness of the Easter Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and 

Eucharist.  The power of Christ’s unseen presence in those rituals is so rich, that it 

deserves the luxury of time to thoroughly unpack layers of meaning.” Companion to the 

Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, page 18 

 



Octave of Easter – “Easter Time, like Christmas Time, is too big for just one day: it 

overflows into an entire period of liturgical time, lasting fifty days.  The first eight days, 

the Octave of Easter, is a time of special celebration, lasting until the Second Sunday of 

Easter.  In the early Church, the neophytes – those who had been baptized at the 

Easter Vigil – wore their white garments throughout this week.  In fact, the Second 

Sunday of Easter was called Dominica in albis, “Sunday in white” because of this!  

Today, our liturgy marks these special days with the singing of the Gloria and the 

Alleluias, and with the Easter Sequence, Victimae Pachali laudes, “Christians, to the 

Paschal Victim,” which recalls the meeting of Mary Magdalene with the risen Christ. 

“Speak, Mary, declaring / What thou sawest, wayfaring./ The tomb of Christ, who is 

living;/ The glory of Jesus’ resurrection; / Bright angels attesting;/ the shroud and napkin 

resting.’”  During the Masses of this week, we hear the Gospel accounts of the 

appearances of the risen Christ to his disciples, and we begin reading from the Acts of 

the Apostles, which we will hear throughout Easter Time.  The Resurrection changes 

everything: it made fearful disciples fearless, and doubters believers.  It can do the 

same for us.” Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, pages 18-

19 

 

Nurturing Hope  
Our Lord has written the promise of the resurrection, not in books alone, but in every 
leaf in springtime.  Martin Luther 

 

April Virtue of the Month – Respect, Minaadendamowin, Le respect, 

Manâtcihiwewin  All three of these moral virtues are demonstrated in how Jesus lived 

his life on earth.  The Grandfathers’ teach us that “to honour all creation is to have 

respect.  Minaadendamowin—Respect: All of creation should be treated with respect. 

You must give respect if you wish to be respected. Some communities instead 

use Ozhibwaadenindiwin or Manâtcihiwewin. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teachings_of_the_Seven_Grandfathers  It is important to note that the Cree word 

means to respect someone.  The word changes if the respect is rendered to something 

else.  http://www.creedictionary.com/search/index.php?q=man%E2tcihiwewin&scope=1&cwr=59326  
 

Our Mission Statement – We reverence the dignity of each person as a Child of 

God.  This is the reason for the focus on implicit bias on the PA day.  It is important that 

we uncover our personal bias so we can reverence everyone in the way that they 

deserve. 

 

Catholic Social Teaching – Sacredness of all Life 

“What steps can I take to ensure decisions aren’t made in haste?  Families should 

be provided with adequate information, opportunities to ask questions, assistance and 

time to make an informed decision about organ donation, and with support for grieving.”  
Organ Donation: A Catholic Perspective, from www.ccbi.utoronto.ca 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teachings_of_the_Seven_Grandfathers
http://www.creedictionary.com/search/index.php?q=man%E2tcihiwewin&scope=1&cwr=59326


Fratelli Tutti – Pope Francis’ new Encyclical – On Fraternity and Social Friendship 

“Chapter 3 – Envisaging and Engendering an Open World 

The unique value of love 

93. Saint Thomas Aquinas sought to describe the love made possible by God’s grace as a 

movement outwards towards another, whereby we consider “the beloved as somehow united to 

ourselves”.[72] Our affection for others makes us freely desire to seek their good. All this 

originates in a sense of esteem, an appreciation of the value of the other. This is ultimately the 

idea behind the word “charity”: those who are loved are “dear” to me; “they are considered of 

great value”.[73] And “the love whereby someone becomes pleasing (grata) to another is the 

reason why the latter bestows something on him freely (gratis)”.[74] 

94. Love, then, is more than just a series of benevolent actions. Those actions have their source 

in a union increasingly directed towards others, considering them of value, worthy, pleasing and 

beautiful apart from their physical or moral appearances. Our love for others, for who they are, 

moves us to seek the best for their lives. Only by cultivating this way of relating to one another 

will we make possible a social friendship that excludes no one and a fraternity that is open to 

all.”  http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-

tutti.html    

 

Twenty-first Century Learning 
http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation > This is a site for 

Christian Meditation for teachers and students alike. 

 
www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade 

 

“https://onlineclassroom.cangeoeducation.ca/ > This is free and available in French, 

good for students in K-12.  Think your students would enjoy a nature photo essay?  

How about assembling an explorer’s tool kit?  Have students dig into biodiversity, 

mapping and climate change with grade-specific lesson plans designed to get 

conversations and ideas flowing.” Professionally Speaking, March 2021, page 17 

 

Let’s change it up for EASTER 

“EASTER CANDLE – The lighting of the Easter Candle [Paschal Candle] seems to have 

originated in the ancient daily ritual of Lucernare (“lighting of the lamps”), as darkness 

fell.  The tradition of lighting candles held by people present began in Rome in the early 

centuries.  There the dark of night at the Easter Vigil was filled with candles symbolic of 

the resurrected Christ.  A cross is cut or traced into it with the proclamation: “Christ 

yesterday and today, the beginning and the end,” adding the first and last letters of the 

Greek alphabet, Alpha and Omega.  The numbers of the current year are added in the 

four angles of the crossbars with the proclamation:  “All time belongs to him and all the 

ages; to him be glory and power through every age forever. Amen.”  Four grains of 

incense, sealed with wax red nails, are inserted at the ends of the crossbars, and one is 

inserted when the crossbars meet with the words: “By his holy…guard us…and keep 

us.  Amen.” Lent & Easter – Catholic Customs & Tradtions, by Greg Dues, page 24   

 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html#_ftn72
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html#_ftn73
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html#_ftn74
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
http://wccm.org/
http://www.carfleo.org/
https://onlineclassroom.cangeoeducation.ca/


A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

No Fixed Address by Susin Nielsen, 2018. This book was purchased as a classroom 

set for Intermediate students of H-SCDSB, and is available through the Curriculum 

Coordinator.  It tells the story of Felix Knuttsen who becomes homeless in the story 

because of his mom’s mental issues.  He tries to keep up with his school work and does 

not tell anyone that he sleeps with his mom in a van.  It is a very touching story that 

moves the reader to have empathy for Felix.  I give this book ☺☺☺☺/5 happy faces.   
 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Sister Pat  

Sweetness in the Belly, 2019.  This movie stars Dakota Fanning and Kunai Nayyar.  
When Haile Selassie is dethroned in Ethiopia, a young orphaned girl returns to England 
to try to reunite refugee families separated by the civil unrest in their country.  The 
movie is based on the novel by Camilla Gibb.  This movie evokes empathy too, because 
the girl’s mother abandons her in Ethiopia as a child of 4 or 5.  I give this movie ♥♥♥♥/5   

 

Catholic WORD of the Week – For Those Who Read to the end…Just like the 
credits at the movies  
“Rector – A priest to whom is entrusted the care of a church that is neither a parish 

church nor a church attached to a religious community.  Because the rector is not a 

pastor in the canonical sense, he may not, without specific permission from the pastor 

of the parish within whose territory his church is situated, administer Baptism, 

Confirmation or the Anointing of the Sick (except in emergencies).  Nor may he assist at 

Marriages or conduct funerals.  Rector is also the title held by one who is in charge of a 

seminary or in some cases, a college (cf. Canons 556-563)” Our Sunday Visitor’s CATHOLIC 

ENCYCLOPEDIA, page 814 

 

The Great CANADIAN Puzzle Book – a new feature for 2021 

 

“Quotations Quiz 

For each question, one answer is correct – can you determine which? 

 

1.  Which Canadian professor, philosopher and public intellectual famously declared 

that “The medium is the message.”? 

A.  Northrop Frye      C.  Robertson Davies 

B.  Marshall McLuhan     D.  Joel Aldred 

 

2.  Which Canadian Prime Minister wisely observed that “The state has no business in 

the bedrooms of the nation.”? 

A.  Jean Chrétien      C.  Stephen Harper 

B.  Pierre Trudeau      D.  Kim Campbell 

“Highest Points 

Can you match each named height to its province or territory? 

 



Alberta     Baldy Mountain 

British Columbia    Barbeau Peak 

Manitoba     Cypress Hills 

New Brunswick    Fairweather Mountain 

Newfoundland & Labrador   Ishpatina Ridge 

Northwest Territories   Mont D’Iberville 

Nova Scotia     Mount Carleton 

Nunavut     Mount Caubvick 

Ontario     Mount Columbia 

Quebec     Mount Logan 

Saskatchewan    Mount Nirvana 

Yukon      White Hill”  page 77 

  

 

 


