
Catholic Culture Update #25 

Quote to carry through the week 

“I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living.”  Psalm 116:9 
 

February 28, 2021 is the Second Sunday of Lent > “Practice of Faith > 

It can be difficult to reconcile the story of God bedding Abraham to take the life of his 

only son with a belief in a loving God.  The reconciliation comes in the person of Jesus.  

The account can be read as a challenge to our complacency.  By allowing difficult 

questions into our lives and accepting them with faith, we become like the first disciples.  

In the Gospel reading, the question “what does it mean to rise from the dead?” 

challenges Peter, James and John.  The passage does not provide a ready solution, but 

it tells us where to begin the search for an answer: “This is my beloved Son.  Listen to 

him.” 

 Sometimes faith is practiced in acts of courage.  Consider where you may be 

letting fear overcome faith.  

 Reflect on whether you are courageous enough to live with unanswered 

questions. 

 With a friend or spiritual adviser, discuss a question of faith that troubles you; if 

you cannot reconcile it, be deliberate about accepting that question with an open 

heart.”  AT HOME with the WORD 2021, Liturgy Training Publications, page 53 

 

Scripture Insights > “For some Christians, today’s reading from Genesis is understood 

as presenting a model of faithfulness; for others, this text is a source of deep 

consternation.  Chapter 22 of Genesis, sometimes referred to as “the trial” or “the test” 

of Abraham, has produced multiple interpretations within both Judaism and Christianity.  

While these verses indeed present Abraham as one who trusted in God, we might also 

keep in mind that child sacrifice was not unheard of in the ancient world.  Might this test 

be one in which Abraham came to understand something that the later Hebrew 

Scriptures forbid?  In an age when we are aware that countless innocent children have 

been victimized for the pleasure of abusive adults, it is essential to know that child 

sacrifice is condemned in the Bible.  Turning to Paul’s Letter to the Romans, we hear 

only a portion of a larger literary unit consisting of verses 31-39.  The fuller text contains 

a series of five rhetorical questions, of which the first four would elicit a response of “No 

one!” with the final response, “Absolutely not!”  If God is for us, who can be against us? 

Who will bring a change against God’s chosen ones?  Who will condemn?  What will 

separate us from the love of Christ?  Will anguish, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 

or nakedness, or peril, of the sword?  The purpose of this text is to help its hearers 

comprehend the unsurpassable love of God.  Nothing can separate us from God’s love 

made manifest in Jesus.  Our Gospel for today is Mark’s version of the Transfiguration.  

In this periscope, we find Peter, James, and John experiencing a mysterious revelation 

of Jesus’ identity.  While these companions do not fully comprehend this experience, 

their eyes are beginning to open. 



 When you have entered into serious discernment over a difficult issue, have you 

wondered if you have discerned properly? 

 Do some decisions require intense prayer and reflection? 

 When you read today’s text from Genesis, can you imagine what Abraham might 

have experienced?  What about Sarah’s suffering? 
AT HOME with the WORD 2021, Liturgy Training Publications, page 53 

 

Month of March – “March is the month of the vernal equinox, when daytime grows 

equal to nighttime, and spring begins in the Northern Hemisphere.  The lengthening 

days warm the air and help create the March winds.  A few days in March are as cold as 

deep winter, a few are as warm as springtime, and many of the days are stormy.  No 

wonder March is named after Mars, the Roman god of war.  The struggle against winter 

is a strong sign of Lent.  Summer and winter seem to battle through this month.”  
Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 51 

 

Month of St. Joseph – The month of March is dedicated to St. Joseph, spouse of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary and the foster-father of Jesus.  St. Joseph was the favourite saint 

of St. Teresa of Avila, and of many popes, including Popes St. Pius X and St. John 

XXIII, who wrote: ‘O glorious Joseph!  Who concealed your incomparable and regal 

dignity of custodian of Jesus and of the Virgin Mary under the humble appearance of a 

craftsman and provided for them with your work, protect with loving power your sons, 

especially entrusted to you.  You know their anxieties and sufferings, because you 

yourself experienced them at the side of Jesus and of His Mother.  Do not allow them, 

oppressed by so many worries, to forget the purpose for which they were created by 

God” (Prayer for Workers).  Joseph is the patron saint of fathers, of workers, and of the 

universal Church.  [and especially this year of pandemic]  St. Joseph, pray for us!” 
Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 51-52 

 

March 1 is the memorial of St. David.  “St. David (c. 500-589) is the patron saint of 

Wales.  There is not much reliable historical information available about him; the earliest 

mention of him isn’t until the tenth century, in the Annales Cambriae, well after his 

death.  Traditionally, he was born at Henvynyw in Cardiganshire and had a prominent 

role in two synods around the year 569.  He was probably bishop of Menevia, a Roman 

port, later called St. David’s.  St. David is said to have told the Welsh to wear leeks in 

their hats during a battle against the Saxons, to distinguish themselves their enemy; 

since back then the leek has been a symbol of Wales.  He was canonized in 1120 by 

Pope Callistus II.  In art, St. David is depicted standing on a hill with a dove on his 

shoulder.” Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 52. 

 

March 4 is the memorial of St. Casimir.  “St. Casimir (1458-1484) was a prince of 

Poland and of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania.  Born in the royal palace in Kralow, he was 

heir-apparent to the throne.  When the king went to Lithuania, Casimir was left in charge 

of Poland from 1481-1483, and it is said that he ruled with great justice and prudence.  

Casimir was known for his piety and devotion.  Weakened by fasting, he developed a 

lung disease that was probably tuberculosis and died.  St. Casimir is buried in the 



cathedral of Vilnius, in Lithuania.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, 

Second Edition, page 53 

 

Nurturing Hope – Preparing the Soil of our Lives 

Those who cultivate the soil heap up their harvest.  Ecclesiasticus 20:28 

 
March’s Virtue of the Month – Discipleship and Solidarity 
Discipleship and Solidarity are moral virtues that are a particular focus for our Church during the 

Lenten season.  Discipleship is about becoming a true follower of Jesus and living his teachings 

in a serious way.  Jesus wants us to love everyone, even our enemies.  It is not an easy goal 

but the saints show us that it is possible.  Solidarity teaches us that we are our brothers’ and 

sisters’ keepers, wherever they live…’loving our neighbour’ has global dimensions in an 

interdependent world.  Catholic Social Teaching page 17 

Our Mission Statement – We are called and committed to nurture a personal 

relationship with Jesus – Lent is a perfect time to develop a personal relationship with 

Jesus.  That is why we pray, fast and give alms.  In doing these three practices we 

follow the corporal works of mercy and follow Matthew 25’s message about what you do 

to the least of my friends, you do to me.  So let us support our students and ourselves 

as we move through Lent. 

 

Catholic Social Teaching – Sacredness of all Life 

In the news there is much talk about Dying with Dignity legislation that is being worked 

on.  So what is the Catholic Perspective on this issue?  Are there guidelines about 

extraordinary or excessive treatment? “ A Christian view of death sees it as the 

culmination of earthly life and a transition to the next life.  It is legitimate for a Catholic 

patient to forgo any medical intervention that delays death from a fatal medical condition 

if it imposes significant and excessive burdens on oneself, one’s family or one’s 

community.  These could be regarded as “extraordinary” life-sustaining medical 

interventions.  The issue of donating organs after the refusal or withdrawal of 

excessively burdensome interventions should be thought through and discussed by 

individuals with their family while they are still capable.  Such end-of-life planning is part 

of responsible stewardship of one’s life.”  Organ Donation: A Catholic Perspective, from 

www.ccbi.utoronto.ca 

 

Fratelli Tutti – Pope Francis’ new Encyclical – On Fraternity and Social Friendship 

“Chapter 2 – A Strange on the Road 
  
The plea of the stranger 
84. Finally, I would note that in another passage of the Gospel Jesus says: “I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me” (Mt 25:35). Jesus could speak those words because he had an open 
heart, sensitive to the difficulties of others. Saint Paul urges us to “rejoice with those who 
rejoice, weep with those who weep” (Rom 12:15). When our hearts do this, they are capable of 
identifying with others without worrying about where they were born or come from. In the 
process, we come to experience others as our “own flesh” (Is 58:7). 



85. For Christians, the words of Jesus have an even deeper meaning. They compel us to 
recognize Christ himself in each of our abandoned or excluded brothers and sisters 
(cf. Mt 25:40.45). Faith has untold power to inspire and sustain our respect for others, for 
believers come to know that God loves every man and woman with infinite love and “thereby 
confers infinite dignity” upon all humanity.[61] We likewise believe that Christ shed his blood 
for each of us and that no one is beyond the scope of his universal love. If we go to the 
ultimate source of that love which is the very life of the triune God, we encounter in the 
community of the three divine Persons the origin and perfect model of all life in society. 
Theology continues to be enriched by its reflection on this great truth. 
86. I sometimes wonder why, in light of this, it took so long for the Church unequivocally to 
condemn slavery and various forms of violence. Today, with our developed spirituality and 
theology, we have no excuses. Still, there are those who appear to feel encouraged or at least 
permitted by their faith to support varieties of narrow and violent nationalism, xenophobia and 
contempt, and even the mistreatment of those who are different. Faith, and the humanism it 
inspires, must maintain a critical sense in the face of these tendencies, and prompt an 
immediate response whenever they rear their head. For this reason, it is important that 
catechesis and preaching speak more directly and clearly about the social meaning of existence, 
the fraternal dimension of spirituality, our conviction of the inalienable dignity of each person, 
and our reasons for loving and accepting all our brothers and sisters.” 
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-

tutti.html    
 
Twenty-first Century Learning 
http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation > This is a site for 

Christian Meditation for teachers and students alike. 

 
www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade 

 

https://gfletchy.com/ > If you are looking for 3-act tasks, math progression videos, or 

innovative ways to engage your students, this is the site to go to. 

 

https://www.exploringbytheseat.com/ > This website says you can bring science, 

exploration, adventure and conservation right into your classroom.  Guess expert 

speakers too.  Check it out. 

 

All Saints – Daily Reflections on Saints, Prophets, and Witnesses for our Time by 

Robert Ellsberg – pages 92-93  

“Karl Rahner Theologian (1904-1984) March 5 

“The real and total and comprehensive task of a Christian …is to be a human being, a 

human being of course whose depths are divine….To this extent Christian life is the 

acceptance of human existence as such.” 

Karl Rahner was the foremost Catholic theologian of the twentieth century.  His life 

passed externally in a fairly monotonous course of teaching and writing.  But in his quiet 

and methodical way he did more than any other theologian to overcome the gulf 

between Catholic theology and the critical reason of the Enlightenment.  His chief aim 

was to make Christian faith intelligible to human beings living in the modern world – a 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html#_ftn61
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
http://wccm.org/
http://www.carfleo.org/
https://gfletchy.com/
https://www.exploringbytheseat.com/


situation characterized by doubt, pluralism, science, and historical consciousness.  Most 

but not all of his work was addressed to a theological audience.  But he was never 

motivated by purely intellectual interests.  He remained first of all a priest concerned 

with the pastoral needs of the Christian people and the importance of dialogue with all 

people of good will.”  Pages 102-103 

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

Trace Elements by Donna Leon, 2020.  This is the author of the Commissario Guido 

Brunetti Mysteries.  It is the 29th in the series.  I love reading these books because I am 

given the opportunity to virtually visit Venice during the time I read.  I also enjoy the 

relationships Donna creates between the characters, especially between Guido and his 

wife, Paola and between Guido and the cunning administrative assistant Signora Elettra 

Zorzi. The story is about a dying woman’s last wish to speak to the police.  I give this 

book ☺☺☺☺/5 happy faces.   
 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Sister Pat  

Gandhi – a movie released in 1982 tells the story of Mahatma Gandhi, an Indian 
lawyer, who inspired his country to work collaboratively together for the emancipation of 
India from British rule.  Gandhi was a Hindu who believed in the power of all religious 
traditions. He also believed deeply in non-violence.  The movie is 3 hours and 10 
minutes long.  It is a great movie to teach children about the power of non-violence civil 
disobedience.  Ben Kingsley who played Gandhi won the Oscar for Best Actor in a 
Leading Role.  I give this movie ♥♥♥♥♥/5   

 

Catholic WORD of the Week – For Those Who Read to the end…Just like the 
credits at the movies  
“Mandatum – The ceremony of washing the feet of twelve men at the Evening Mass of 

the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday, in imitation of the Lord’s action in regard to His 

apostles.  The term comes from the Latin text of the central phrase mandatum novum, 

“a new commandment,” used in the Gospel acclamation that evening from John 13:34, 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; even as I have loved 

you…” to introduce the Gospel text John 13:1-15; the phrase also appears as one of the 

optional antiphons to be sung during the washing of the feet itself.  The ceremony of 

foot-washing also derives from monastic customaries in which the abbot would wash 

the feet of all the monks of the monastery once yearly.  In some patristic literature the 

gesture of foot-washing is explained as an important symbolic gesture that effects 

reconciliation. ” Our Sunday Visitor’s CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA, page 618 

 

The Great CANADIAN Puzzle Book – a new feature for 2021 

 

Provinces and Territories by Land Area 

Can you list all of the provinces and territories by land area, largest to smallest? 

 



     Nunavut 

Quebec 

     Northwest Territories    

     Ontario 

     British Columbia 

     Alberta 

     Saskatchewan 

     Manitoba 

     Yukon 

     Newfoundland & Labrador 

     New Brunswick  

     Nova Scotia  

     PEI 

 

Sport Quiz 

1. Which iconic Canadian hockey player was known as the Stratford Streak? 

A.  Howie Morenz        B.  Bobby Baun  C.  Bill Gadsby D. Maurice Richard 

 

2.  In gymnastics, how wide is the Beam? 

A.  5 inches         B.  4 inches  C.  3 inches  D. 6 inches 

 

3.  Which British ski-jumper, nicknamed as “The Eagle’ became a legend in the 1980s 

because of his performance at the Calgary Olympic games was so spectacularly bad? 

A.  Eddie Baker        B.  Eddie Johnson C.  Eddie Steward D.  Eddie Edwards 


