
Catholic Culture Update #18 

Quote to carry through the week 

“You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.”  Isaiah 12:3 
 

January 10, 2021 is the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord > “Practice of Hope > Today’s 

Gospel describes the baptism of Jesus in startling detail: “On coming up out of the water 

he saw the heavens being torn open, and the Spirit, like a dove, descending on him.”  

We are with Jesus as he is pulled gasping from the stream, blinking water out of his 

eyes to see the promise of heaven and, shaken, to hear the voice that claims him as 

God’s beloved.  Like Isaiah (“Come to the water! / Come, without paying and without 

cost”), the author of this Gospel offers an explicit invitation as he allows us to 

experience this moment with Jesus.  Shaken by the experience, we are claimed by 

God.   

 Meditate on how the psalm describes the moment that hope is given to us 

through Baptism as a time of profound joy.  You will draw water joyfully from the 

springs of salvation.  For Christians, the immediate fruit of hope is joy. 

 Today, find reasons for hope, and allow that hope to give you joy. 

 Reflect on and connect moments of joy in your life to your Christian hope for 

eternal life with God.”  AT HOME with the WORD 2021, Liturgy Training Publications, page 35 

 

Scripture Insights > “This selection from Isaiah 55 is sandwiched between chapters 

that have the common theme of “covenant.”  In today’s reading, all who are thirsty are 

invited to come and be nourished, to come and be satisfied by God, who invites us 

again and again into a covenant relationship.  The responsorial Psalm (taken from a 

much earlier chapter in the Book of Isaiah) picks up the theme of nourishing water in its 

refrain, “You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.”  As a gathered 

community of faith, we pray these words and celebrate God’s faithfulness.  Our Gospel 

reading for this feast is from the first chapter of Mark.  Mark, who unlike Matthew and 

Luke, does provide a story of the Nativity, opens his Gospel with what he identifies as a 

quotation from Isaiah (in actuality, it is a combination of words from two prophetic 

books, Malachi and Isaiah).  In a few short verses, the first six of which we do not hear 

today, the Gospel writer tells us that the Good News has begun.  John the Baptist is 

introduced and he immediately begins his ministry of preparing the way for Jesus.  As 

Jesus comes up from the water, we hearers of this Gospel, along with Jesus, are told 

quite clearly that Jesus is the Son of God.   

 God invites each of us to draw near and to be nourished.  IN a few moments of 

quiet prayer, express your longing to be nourished. 

 With today’s psalm, reflect on the words “God is indeed my savior, / I am 

confident and unafraid.” 

 Take some time today to hear God saying to you:  “You are beloved 

daughter/son; with you I am well pleased.”  AT HOME with the WORD 2021, Liturgy Training 

Publications, page 35 
 

 



January 12 is the memorial of St. Marguerite Bourgeoys, Virgin.  “The first Canadian woman 

to be canonized, St. Marguerite Bourgeoys, was born in France on April 17, 1620.  When she 

was nineteen, her mother died, and Marguerite took on the responsibility of caring for her 

brothers and sisters.  A year later, during a procession in honour of Our Lady of the Rosary, she 

felt inspired to consecrate herself to the service of God.  She tried joining the Carmelites and the 

Poor Clares, but both communities refused her entrance.  Once Marguerite learned about the 

French settlement at Ville Marie in Canada – later known as Montreal – she realized that her 

vocation was to missionary work.  The founder and governor of the settlement, Paul Chomody 

de Maisonneuve, persuaded her to dedicate herself to the education of French and Indian 

children.  She started a school but soon realized she would need help and returned to France to 

recruit other young women.  These became the founders of the Congregation de Notre-Dame.  

Originally, Marguerite intended her community uncloistered and take simple vows, an innovation 

at the time that enabled the sisters to pursue an active apostolate rather than remain in a 

cloister.  Soon French Canadian and Native American women joined the group.  The 

Congregation of Notre Dame received approval from the Vatican in 1698, and by the late 19th 

century, the sisters had spread through Canada and into the United States.  Marguerite 

Bourgeoys is considered the co-foundress of Montreal, where she died on January 12th, 1700 

after offering her life for the cure of a younger sister.  She was canonized by [St.] Pope John 

Paul II in 1982.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 35   

 

“January 16 is the World Day of Refugees and Migrants.  Refugees are people who have fled 

their homes and crossed an international border to escape persecution or conflict.  Migrants are 

those who travel to another nation in order to find work.  Pope Pius X instituted this World Day 

of Refugees and Migrants in 1914 to bring greater awareness to the challenges they face.”  
Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 36   

 

January 18 – 25 is the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. “The Week of Prayer for Christian 

Unity is celebrated around the world on January 18-25, which are also the dates recommended 

by the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops.  However, there has also been a long-

standing practice by a number of communities to celebrate the Week of Prayer on optional 

dates, in order to include two Sundays.  This universal week of prayer encourages Christians of 

all denominations to meet, to participate in various liturgical and other community activities, and 

to pray together that all may be one, as Christ desires.  The importance of unity among 

Christians and the responsibility of the people of each parish to work for this unity should be 

emphasized throughout the week.  All members of the parish should seek to have a deeper 

understanding of ecumenism.“  Ordo Liturgical Calendar 2020-21 page 122.  Let us pray for the 

unification of the Church that Jesus started. 

 

Nurturing Hope – Marvelling in Wonder 
See, I am making all things new.  Rev. 21:5 

 
January’s Virtue of the Month – Wholeness, l’integrité, Gwayakwaadiziwin (Ojibwe) 

ka kwayaskwesihcikewnihk (Cree)  “Gwayakwaadiziwin - Honesty: Honesty in facing 

a situation is to be brave. Always be honest in word and action. Be honest first with yourself, 

and you will more easily be able to be honest with others. In the Anishinaabe language, this 

word can also mean "righteousness."” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teachings_of_the_Seven_Grandfathers 
 



Our Mission Statement –Guided by the Spirit on our journey together with family 

and Church… We have recently celebrated Jesus’ birth with our family and Church.  It 

is a time of being together, of being close and celebrating, of being in community.  Our 

first community is our family.  Before we think of attending school, many of us are taken 

to the Church to be baptized, to become an intentional member of the Church 

community.  

 

Catholic Social Teaching – Sacredness of all Life 

“The Son of God was born an outcast, in order to tell us that every outcast is a 

child of God.  He came into the world as each child comes into the world, weak 

and vulnerable, so that we can learn to accept our weaknesses with tender love.” 

Pope Francis @Pontifex 

   

Fratelli Tutti – Pope Francis’ new Encyclical – On Fraternity and Social Friendship 

“Chapter 2 – A Strange on the Road 

Finally, Jesus transforms the form of the question by asking what it means to be a 
“neighbour” to others. He calls us to be neighbours to everyone, even to those who are 
distant (FT  81). We are called to practice a universal love that is able to overcome 
historical prejudices, cultural barriers, and petty interests (FT  82).  It is important that 
catechesis and preaching speak more directly and clearly about the social meaning of 
existence, the fraternal dimension of spirituality, our conviction of the inalienable dignity 
of each person, and our reasons for loving and accepting all our brothers and sisters (
FT  86). Only in this way will we be able to conceive and give birth to an open world, 
sweeping away all the dark clouds of our tightly closed world.” 
     
Twenty-first Century Learning 
http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation > This is a site for 

Christian Meditation for teachers and students alike. 

 
www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade 

 

https://ignatiansolidarity.net/ - This is a resource rich website of social justice 

resources.  Every English Catholic school board has a subscription.  If you want access 

to this website communicate with the RE Consultant or coordinator of your Board.  

Some Boards purchased their own subscription.  Smaller Boards have a subscription 

through CARFLEO.   

 

https://www.globalonenessproject.org/library/lessons/elementary > Lesson plans 

for elementary classes to think about global issues and how to involve young people in 

interactive ways. 

 

 

 

http://wccm.org/
http://www.carfleo.org/
https://ignatiansolidarity.net/
https://www.globalonenessproject.org/library/lessons/elementary


Saints Kit – All the saints of the Roman Calendar and More by Sister Mary Kathleen Glavich, 

S.N.D., and other Sisters of Notre Dame, Chardon  

“St. Hilary – Bishop and Doctor – January 13 – When Hilary was born to pagan 

parents in Poitiers, France, no one could have guessed he would one day be exiled for 

defending Christian beliefs.  After a thorough education, Hilary married.  He and his wife 

had one daughter, Afra.  All who knew Hilary said he was a friendly, charitable, and 

gentle man.  Hilary’s studies led him to read Scripture.  He became convinced that there 

was only one God whose Son became man and then died and rose to save all people.  

This belief led him to be baptized a Christian along with his wife and Afra.  The people 

of Poitiers were impressed with Hilary and chose him to be their bishop.  Hilary spoke 

out against Arianism.  He warned people of this heresy that denied that Christ was God.  

When Emperor Constantius II wanted Hilary to sign a paper condemning St. 

Athanasius, the great defender of the faith, he refused.  Furious, the emperor exiled 

Hilary to Phrygia.  In exile for three years, he did even greater good through his 

preaching, writing, and suffering.  He even asked to debate the Arian bishops.  The 

followers of Arianism begged the emperor to send Hilary home.  The emperor recalled 

Hilary.  Hilary’s writings show that he could be fierce in defending the faith, but in 

dealing with the bishops who had given in to the Arian heresy, he was very charitable.  

He showed them their errors and helped them to regain and defend their faith.  Although 

the emperor called Hilary “disturber of the peace,” Saints Jerome and Augustine praised 

him as “teacher of the churches.”  St. Hilary was also one of the first Latin hymn writers.  

He saw how St. Ambrose used them against Arianism.  St. Hilary, pray for the Church!”  
Card 6 

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

A Game of Fox & Squirrels by Jenn Reese, 2020.  This book is Junior or Intermediate 

student read.  It is about a couple of sisters who have experienced something terrible at 

home and they are sent to live with an Aunt and her partner on a farm in Oregon.  Aunt 

Vicky gives Sam a game called A Game of Fox & Squirrels. Sam initially enjoys the 

characters in the game but there is a twist.  I give this book ☺☺☺☺/5 happy faces.   
 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Sister Pat  

Crazy on the Outside – 2010, directed by Tim Allen, starring Tim Allen, Sigourney 
Weaver, and Ray Liotta.  This is a comedy where Tim Allen has just been released from 
prison.  His sister has told their mother that Tim’s character has been in France for the 
time he has been away.  This movie has a few very funny moments.  I don’t often laugh 
out loud in comedies, but I can start laughing thinking about a couple of the scenes and 
I saw this movie last summer.  I give this movie ♥♥♥/5   

 

Catholic WORD of the Week – For Those Who Read to the end…Just like the 
credits at the movies  
“Faldstool – In the preconciliar liturgy the faldistorium was a backless stool used 

instead of a throne by a bishop who was not the Ordinary of a diocese, or by the 



Ordinary himself in the presence of a prelate of higher rank.  It consisted of a frame of 

gilt metal or wood, shaped like the letter “X,” with a seat of leather or cloth stretched 

across its upper extremities.  When used as a seat, the faldstool had a covering and 

cushion of the proper liturgical colour, normally with silk material for a cardinal and wool 

for a bishop.  According to the revised Ceremoniale Episcoporum (1983), “mention is 

not longer made of the faldstool” (n.30)”` Our Sunday Visitor’s CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA, page 395 

 

The Great CANADIAN Puzzle Book – a new feature for 2021, Page 9. 

Provincial and Territorial Trees 

Match them correctly. 

 

Alberta    Balsam Fir   Nova Scotia 

     Black Spruce  

British Columbia   Eastern White Pine Ontario 

     Jack Pine 

Manitoba    Lodge Pole Pine  Prince Edward Island 

     Red Oak 

New Brunswick   Red Spruce   Quebec 

     Sub-alpine Fir   

Newfoundland & Labrador  Western Red Cedar Saskatchewan 

     White Birch 

Northwest Territories  White Spruce  Yukon 

     Yellow Birch 


