
Catholic Culture Update #17 

Quote to carry through the week 

“Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.”  Psalm 72:11 

 

January 3, 2021 is the Epiphany of the Lord > “Practice of Hope > Humanity is 

compelled to seek the animating light that shines over all, to seek God above all things.  

Oneness with God is the purpose of our earthly life; we are seeking for what we believe, 

for what we desire:  The kingdom of heaven.  We persist in that belief despite hardship 

and danger.  The reading from Isaiah shows that the virtue of hope is expressed in 

opposition to the troubles that naturally befall us.  (“See, darkness covers the earth / … / 

but upon you the Lord shines.”) For Christians, this is made manifest in the Beatitudes: 

Blessed are those – the poor, the meek, the suffering – whose hope is in the promise of 

the kingdom of heaven.   

 Prayerfully study the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:1-12); what challenges you about 

this discourse?  What gives you hope? 

 Pray for those who are persecuted because of their Christian faith. 

 Practice the virtue of hope this week by comforting someone who is suffering.” 
AT HOME with the WORD 2021, Liturgy Training Publications, page 33 

 

Scripture Insights > “On this Feast of the Epiphany, on which we celebrate the 

manifestation of God among all peoples, we hear once again rousing words from the 

Book of Isaiah.  Note that in our reading the text is addressed to Jerusalem, the holy 

city, not to either a prophet or the people.  While the word Jerusalem does not appear in 

the Hebrew text, it would seem that the editors of the lectionary wanted to make clear to 

the listeners of this proclamation that the words are, indeed, addressed to the holy city.  

Commentators agree that this portion of Isaiah focuses on the role of Jerusalem, the 

soon-to-be-restored city, where God’s glory will be made manifest.  The first two 

chapters of Matthew’s Gospel account are commonly referred to as the infancy 

narrative, and this material is often divided into several sections.  Today’s verses are 

frequently identified as “the adoration of the Magi.”  Another element may be important 

to note.  The word Bethlehem, the place of Jesus’ birth, appears four times in these 

twelve verses.  Might we consider this town, this earthly place, a specific location at a 

given time in human history, where Jesus, son of David and Son of God, is made 

manifest in human flesh?  It is because of this mystery of the Incarnation that the author 

of the Letter to the Ephesians could write of the Spirit “that the Gentiles are coheirs, 

members of the same body, and copartners in the promise of Christ Jesus through the 

gospel.” 

 Reflect on the ways that God has been revealed to you. 

 Today’s Responsorial Psalm presents us with the depiction of an ideal king, a 

king who “rescues the poor when they cry out.”  What is your responsibility in 

healing to bring about such a world where justice and compassion reign? 

 How has your image of Jesu coming into the world changed since your 

childhood?  What does Christmas mean to you today?” 
 AT HOME with the WORD 2021, Liturgy Training Publications, page 33 



January 7 is the memorial of St. André Bessette, Religious. “The most unlikely people can 

become saints.  André Bessette was sickly all his life.  He failed at every job he tried.  He could 

barely read or write.  Yet he became famous and well beloved for his holiness.  André, the 

eighth of twelve children, was born in Montreal and baptized Alfred.  His parents, who were 

French-Canadians, died early.  André was adopted when he was twelve years old and became 

a farmhand.  Later he tried being a shoemaker, baker, and blacksmith, but was unsuccessful.  

André then joined the Congregation of Holy Cross.  At the end of a year, however, he was told 

to leave because of his bad health.  Luckily, a wise bishop convinced the community to allow 

André to remain.  Brother André became the beloved doorkeeper at the College of Notre Dame 

for forty years.  In his room, near the door, André kept a statue of St. Joseph on the windowsill.  

André spent many hours praying during the night.  Soon it was discovered that André had 

healing powers.  He would visit the sick, pray with them, rub them with oil, and they would be 

cured.  Before long, throngs of people were coming to him for healing and spiritual direction.  

André would say, “It is St. Joseph who cures.  I am just his little dog.”  André ministered to 

people eight to ten hours a day.  In the meantime four secretaries were kept busy handling the 

80,000 letters André received each year.  The Holy Cross community had tried in vain for many 

years to buy a piece of land nearby.  Then André buried a medal of St. Joseph on the property, 

and suddenly the owners agreed to sell the land.  André raised money to build first a small 

chapel and then a church on the property.  He even cut students’ hair for five cents.  At the 

church he received visitors.  Cured people left behind their crutches and canes.  It took fifty 

years to build St. Joseph’s Oratory, which is probably the world’s main shrine to St. Joseph.  

André, the weak failure, let God use him to accomplish great things.  He is known as the 

“Miracle Man of Montreal.”  Blessed André, pray that we may let God work through us!”  Saints Kit 

– All the Saints of the Roman Calendar and More by Sister Mary Kathleen Galvich, S.N.D. Card 4   Every time you 

walk through a door today, pray to allow God to work through you. 

 

Nurturing Hope – Harvesting New Fruit 
The goal of life is to make your heartbeat match the beat of the universe, to match your 

nature with Nature.  Joseph Campbell 

 
January’s Virtue of the Month – Wholeness, l’integrité, Gwayakwaadiziwin (Ojibwe) 

ka kwayaskwesihcikewnihk (Cree) 
Wholeness is so necessary for a happy life but sometimes difficult to achieve.  To be whole is 

not to be perfect, rather it means balancing all the parts of the self to create a person with 

fullness of life.  Wholeness helps us to focus on building the beauty and strength of the 

individual.  We are physical, thinking, feeling, social and spiritual beings.  We need to be sure 

each part of us is nurtured and allowed to grow strong.  Growing in Christian Morality, pages 44, 156     
 

Our Mission Statement –Guided by the Spirit on our journey…we are blessed to 

have the most trustworthy guide on our life’s journey.  The Spirit will never steer us in 

wrong way.  Once we trust the nudges and whispers we hear, we will have the best 

GPS to get us where we want to go. 

 

Catholic Social Teaching – Sacredness of all Life – All human life is sacred because 

it is conceived in the image and likeness of God.  An act that takes human life: war, 



assisted dying, abortion, capital punishment, etc. is an act against God and against this 

sacredness.  This is a dogma of the Church and a Catholic Social teaching.   

 

Fratelli Tutti – Pope Francis’ new Encyclical – On Fraternity and Social Friendship 

“Chapter 2 – A Strange on the Road 

The story of the Good Samaritan is constantly being repeated. We can see this clearly 
as social and political inertia is turning many parts of our world into a desolate byway, 
even as domestic and international disputes and the theft of opportunities are leaving 
great numbers of the marginalized stranded on the roadside. Today, we can begin 
again: Pope Francis calls us to take an active part in healing and renewing our troubled 
societies. We must foster what is good and place ourselves at its service (FT  77). 
We can start from below and, case by case, act at the most concrete and local levels  
(FT 78). Difficulties are opportunities for growth, not excuses for a glum resignation. We 
are called to unite as a family that is stronger than the sum of its individual members. 
For the whole is greater than the part, but it is also greater than the sum of its parts (FT  
78).  Reconciliation will give us new life and set us all free from fear (FT  78).” 
     
Twenty-first Century Learning 
http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation > This is a site for 

Christian Meditation for teachers and students alike. 

 
www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade 

https://www.edutopia.org/ > Using High Expectations to Boost Students’ Sense of 
Belonging by Ian Kelleher – “Research shows that when students – particularly those 

from traditionally marginalized groups – feel like they belong in the classroom, they 

engage more deeply in the learning process. 

https://www.lessonplanet.com/ > search over 550,000 teacher-curated reviews to free 

and open educational resources.    

 

Saints Kit – All the saints of the Roman Calendar and More by Sister Mary Kathleen Glavich, 

S.N.D., and other Sisters of Notre Dame, Chardon  

“St. John Neumann – Bishop – January 5th,  As a boy, John Neumann lived in 

Bohemia, which is now part of the Czech Republic.  He studied hard, for he wanted to 

be a missionary priest in America.  By the time he was twenty-four, he had learned six 

languages and had completed his studies for the priesthood.  He was not ordained, 

however, because his bishop thought there were enough priests in his country.  So 

John Neumann decided to leave for America, hoping to be ordained there.  He said 

goodbye to his parents and brother and sailed for the United States.  When he arrived, 

he had one suit of clothes and one dollar in his pocket.  Three weeks later, the bishop of 

New York ordained him.  Father John’s first work was with the German-speaking people 

in mission parishes near Buffalo, New York.  He was not considered very handsome, 

and some people disliked him and his ways.  Priests at that time travelled on horseback 

http://wccm.org/
http://www.carfleo.org/
https://www.edutopia.org/
https://www.lessonplanet.com/


and went long distances to care for people in neighboring towns and villages.  People 

laughed at the clumsy way Father John rode.  Because he was short, his feet did not 

reach the stirrups.  Children made fun of him.  John remained silent, however, and 

continued going about teaching religion, visiting the sick, and training teachers.  Father 

John felt the need for community life, so he entered the Redemptorist Order.  He was 

the first Redemptorist to make vows in the United States.  He became the superior of 

the American branch of the order.  When Father John was forty-one years old, he 

became the fourth bishop of Philadelphia.  Still, some people did not welcome him.  

They did not care for his accent and his plain style.  Besides these people, John had to 

deal with an anti-Catholic group that was burning convents and schools.  Because John 

felt he wasn’t capable of doing his job, he asked for a smaller diocese, but he was told 

to stay.  John started Catholic schools in his diocese, for he believed it was very 

important for children to be educated and taught the ways of Jesus.  In eight years 

Philadelphia’s two Catholic schools grew to one hundred schools.  John brought many 

teaching orders to his diocese.  He published two catechisms and many articles.  

Bishop John Neumann died of a heart attack while he was walking down the street.  

Throughout his life, John Neumann went about his work quietly and humbly.  No special 

honours were given to him.  He was even unpopular.  Only after his death did people 

begin to talk about their humble, good bishop who worked so hard for God.  St. John 

Neumann, pray for the people of the United States!” Card 3 

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

A Better Man by Louise Penny, 2019. This is a book in the series of the Inspector 

Gamache.  Gamache returns to his post as the Chief of Homicide department, replacing 

his second in command, Jean-Guy Beauvoir.  The flood waters are rising (like now) and 

a man comes to Gamache to ask for help in locating his daughter.  If you are looking for 

a new series to read, this is well-written, humous in parts, Canadian, and a set of  

mysteries that will hold your attention.  I give this book ☺☺☺☺/5 happy faces.   

 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Sister Pat  

The Way Back – 2020, directed by Gavin O’Conner.  Ben Affleck is the main character 
of this movie.  He is a disillusioned man stuck in a meaningless job when the basketball 
team at his alma mater needs a basketball coach.  Jack Cunningham had been an 
exceptional athlete while at school so he is asked to step into the job of coach.  But he 
is struggling with alcoholism and this interferes with his coaching responsibilities.   I give 
this movie ♥♥♥♥/5   

 

Catholic WORD of the Week – For Those Who Read to the end…Just like the 
credits at the movies  
“Efficacious Grace – The aspect of actual grace in which free consent is given, so that 

it produces the desired effect.  Báñez and the Dominicans held that the efficacy of such 

grace depended on the grace itself, while the Jesuits and Molina contended that it is 



given in situations congruous to the dispositions of the recipient.  Both agreed that the 

act of the will was not necessary and that it would achieve its results without the 

volitional act.”` Our Sunday Visitor’s CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA, page 342 

 

The Great CANADIAN Puzzle Book – a new feature for 2021, Page 6. 

And why not start off with a  

Hockey Quiz 

 

“Who is the only player to have scored a 200-point season?” 

 A.  Wayne Gretzky    B.  Mario Lemieux 

 C.  Gordie Howe    D.  Bobby Orr 


