
Catholic Culture Update #14 

Quote to carry through the week 

“Lord, let us see your kindness” Psalm 85: 8a 

 

December 6 is the Second Sunday of Advent.  “Practice of Hope > Isaiah calls us to 

be comforted and promises that our service and our guilt are over – that we will see 

together the glory of the Lord.  In the Second Reading, we are told of new heavens and 

a new earth.  And in the Gospel, the fruition of these promises is defined when John the 

Baptist declares that soon, baptized with the Holy Spirit, we will be ushered into a new 

kind of being.  Our hope in the fulfillment of these promises sustains us.  Ask yourself 

how a truly hopeful person lives. 

 Go for a walk in nature (“go up onto a high mountain”), even if only to a city park, 

and thank God for the gift of the natural world; let your hope make you joyful in 

your interactions with others. 

 Reflect on a situation in which you have cause to feel comfort.  Pray the Rosary, 

focusing on the Joyful Mysteries. 

 Talk to your children, grandchildren, or a godchild about the day they were 

baptized, and if you remember your Baptism, or have heard stories about it, 

recount it for them.”  AT HOME with the WORD 2021, Liturgy Training Publications, page 21 

 

Scripture Insights > “What wonderful readings we hear on this Second Sunday of 

Advent!  The text from Isaiah is often referred to as the opening of the “book of 

consolation,” a work attributed to a prophet who ministered near the end of the exile in 

Babylon.  The announcement of the return to Jerusalem under the tender care of a 

loving God must have seemed too good to be true for a community living under the rule 

of the Babylonians, the people who had devastated both the holy city and Temple and 

who were responsible for the circumstances of the exiles.  Today’s reading from 2 Peter 

can be confusing since it addresses several related concerns.  Perhaps our focus might 

best be directed to how we live each day while patiently awaiting the Lord’s coming.  

Although we know not when the Lord will come, that coming has been promised, and 

God is faithful.  The opening lines of Mark’s Gospel account state clearly that what is to 

follow is good news about the Son of God.  While Mark attributes the next two 

sentences to the prophet Isaiah, the quotation is actually a conflation of material about 

guarding or preparing the way in the Books of Exodus, Malachi, and Isaiah.  Although 

the author of Mark was quite familiar with the Hebrew Scriptures, his quotations are not 

always in perfect sync with the texts with which we are most familiar.  Nevertheless, this 

reading introduces John the Baptist, who in turn prepares us for the arrival of Jesus in 

the next scene in Mark. 

 Even if there had been a direct route, the distance from Babylon to Jerusalem 

would have been over five hundred miles.  Reflect on Isaiah’s depiction of this 

smooth journey home. 

 Have you ever waited expectantly for a loved one’s arrival?  Imagine welcoming 

the coming of God’s kingdom with that same anticipation. 



 Is there something that you can do in your family, community, or workplace to 

actively bring forth God’s kingdom of justice and peace?” AT HOME with the WORD 2021, 

Liturgy Training Publications, page 21 
 
December 7th is the memorial of St. Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the Church.  “St. 

Ambrose (c. 340-397) was governor when he went to stop rioting that erupted during the 

selection of a new bishop of Milan.  The crowd cried, “Ambrose for bishop,” and he was chosen, 

although he was just a catechumen.  The Arian heresy – which denied the full divinity of Christ – 

divided the Church of his time.  When Empress Justina demanded that Ambrose give his 

basilica to the Arians, he and his congregation locked themselves in and sang antiphonally, the 

first recorded instance.  He baptized St. Augustine and was a great friend of Augustine’s 

mother, St. Monica.  Ambrose is nicknamed the “honey-tongued doctor” for his eloquent 

preaching.” Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second 

Edition, page 148  St. Ambrose teach us to be people of reconciliation.  Do you have a friend that 

you could call “Honey-tongued”? 

 
December 8th is the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

“The dogma that Mary was kept free from original sin from the first moment of her conception 

was solemnly declared by Pope Pius IX in 1854, but it was by no means a new invention.  The 

Eastern Church had celebrated this day from as early as the eighth century, and it soon spread 

to the West.  It has been on the Church’s universal calendar since 1708.  The Immaculate 

Conception is a singular grace, given to Mary to enable her to say “yes” to God.  No stain of 

original sin touches her who is to become the Ark of the Covenant, the Temple in which God 

comes to dwell.  This is a unique grace.  And yet, Mary is our model for holiness.  By our 

Baptism, we have been washed clean of the stain of original sin to become temples for the Holy 

Spirit.  And we look to Mary for an example of the life of discipleship, open to God’s word, 

obedient to God’s will.  This Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception is celebrated with great 

festivity in many places around the world, particularly in Spain.  In the Cathedral of Seville, there 

is a unique tradition called Los Seises or the “Dance of the Six.”  Six boys perform a solemn 

dance before the Blessed Sacrament as hymns are sung in honour of the Immaculate 

Conception.  It is a tradition that survives to this day, a vivid image of joy of the Church in this 

celebration of the grace of God at work in the Blessed Virgin Mary.” Companion to the Calendar – A 

guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 148-149  Holy Mary, Mother of 

God, pray for us sinners.  Do a little dance to celebrate Mary today. 

 

December 10th is World Human Rights Day.  “2020 theme is Recover Better – Stand Up for 

Human Rights   “International Human Rights Day, 10 December, commemorates the day on 

which, in 1948, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights (UDHR).  The UDHR is one of UN’s major achievements as well as the first 

enunciation of human rights across the world.  Adopted on 10th December 1948, the 

Declaration stipulates universal values and a shared standard of achievement for everyone in 

every country. While the Declaration is not a binding document, it inspired over 60 human rights 

instruments that today make a common standard of human rights. This year’s Human Rights 

Day theme relates to the COVID-19 pandemic and focuses on the need to “build back better” by 

ensuring human rights are central to recovery efforts. We will reach our common global goals 

only if we are able to create equal opportunities for all, address the failures exposed and 

exploited by COVID-19, and apply human rights standards to tackle entrenched, systemic, and 



intergenerational inequalities, exclusion, racism, and discrimination. 10 December is an 

opportunity to reaffirm the importance of human rights in re-building the world we want, the need 

for global solidarity as well as our interconnectedness and shared humanity.”  
https://mclaughlin.laps.yorku.ca/2020/11/un-international-human-rights-day-commemoration-december-10-2020-via-zoom/ 

 

December 12th is the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas.  “Today 

the Church throughout America (North, Central, and South) celebrates Our Lady of Guadalupe, 

Patroness of America.  Today is a feast in Canada, but in many Hispanic countries, such as 

Mexico, it is raised to a solemnity.  The story of the origins of the miraculous image of Our Lady 

of Guadalupe is well known.  Juan Diego was a quiet, humble man, a poor peasant.  When the 

Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to him and asked him to tell the local bishop to build a church in 

her honour, Juan Diego became a very reluctant messenger.  The bishop would not believe 

him.  So Mary filled Juan Diego’s tilma, or cloak, with roses in December, and when he emptied 

out these beautiful flowers at the bishop’s feet, there, imprinted on his tilma, was a wonderful 

image of the Virgin, dressed like a young Aztec woman.  Our Lady of Guadalupe, or La 

Morenita, as she is sometimes called – “the little dark one” – said to Juan Diego: “Now and 

understand that I am the ever virgin Mary, Mother of the true God through whom all things 

live…. Listen and understand, my humblest son.  There is nothing to frighten and distress you.  

Do not let your heart be troubled, and let nothing upset you.  Is it not I, your Mother, who is 

here?  Are you not under my protection?  Are you not, fortunately, in my care?” (Benedictine 

Daily Prayer, The Liturgical Press, p. 1698)” Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, 

and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 150   Our Lady, inspire us to do what we can to have 

reconciliation in our relationships with our First Nations, Métis and Innu peoples.   

 

The Canadian Catholic Aboriginal Council, founded by the Canadian Conference of Catholic 

Bishops (CCCB) in 1998, proposed that the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe be a National Day 

of Prayer in Solidarity with Indigenous Peoples.  All are invited to join their indigenous sisters 

and brothers in a special way this day through prayer and acts of solidarity. 
 

Nurturing Hope – Sowing Seeds of Gratitude 
Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you  
1 Thessalonians 5:18 

 

December’s Virtue of the Month – Hope, L’espoir, bagosendan, pakoseyimowin 
A prayer for hope:  Good morning God, today is going to be a great day for you and me to do 

many good things together. Help me to learn today. Help me to be a good friend to everyone I 

meet. Help me to remember that you are with me in everything that will happen today and 

together we will have a great day.  Amen+ 

 

Our Mission Statement – We strive to celebrate God’s love in prayer, at Eucharist 

and in all sacramental moments of life.  I love this statement.  If only we could be 

mindful all day that we walk with God, it would be easy to celebrate.  We could have 

more joy.  With every breath, we experience a sacramental moment of life.   

 

 

 

https://mclaughlin.laps.yorku.ca/2020/11/un-international-human-rights-day-commemoration-december-10-2020-via-zoom/
https://ojibwe.lib.umn.edu/main-entry/bagosendan-vti


Fratelli Tutti – Pope Francis’ new Encyclical – On Fraternity and Social Friendship 

Chapter 2 – A Strange on the Road 

We are moved and called to expand our hearts to embrace the foreigner. It is a call to 

fraternal love that extends from the oldest text of the Bible to the New Testament (FT 

61). Love does not care if a wounded brother or sister comes from one place or another. 

Love shatters chains and builds bridges; it enables us to create one great family, where 

all of us can feel at home. Love exudes compassion and dignity (FT  62).  The parable 

tells of the “abandoned” traveller lying injured on the road. Only one person stopped, 

approached the man, and cared for him personally; he spent his own money to provide 

for his needs; he gave him his time (FT  63). A sick society is tempted to ignore others, 

look the other way, and pass by as if unaware of the reality. It doesn’t want to be 

bothered by sentiment; it refuses to waste time with the problems of others. It is built on 

an indifference to pain (FT  64).      

 
Twenty-first Century Learning 
http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation > This is a site for 

Christian Meditation for teachers and students alike. 

 
www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade 

 

https://www.twiddla.com/ > “Free for up to 10 participants. This whiteboard feature 
allows students to use uploaded documents, images or a web page as a whiteboard, 
and then invite others to comment, markup, brainstorm — the sky's the limit. Get the 
ideas flowing, whatever the subject. Applicable for Grades 3-12.” 
https://www.oct.ca/publications/professionally_speaking/2020-12/2020-12-Tools-of-the-Trade-PS.asp  

https://education.minecraft.net/ > “Free.  Looking for a fun way to get students 
collaborating? Consider this popular building game. Lauded for a design that allows for 
boundless creativity, Minecraft also encourages co-operation and problem-solving. 
Bonus: Find subject-specific lesson plans on the company's education site. Applicable K 

to 12.”  https://www.oct.ca/publications/professionally_speaking/2020-12/2020-12-Tools-of-the-Trade-PS.asp  

Saints Kit – All the saints of the Roman Calendar and More by Sister Mary Kathleen Glavich, 

S.N.D., and other Sisters of Notre Dame, Chardon  

“St. Damasus I, December 11 – Being a leader is not easy.  Damasus I was elected 

pope at a crisis-filled time in the Church.  In addition there were divisions between the 

East and West in the Roman Empire.  Damasus tried to make decisions that showed 

progress yet help onto tradition.  Damasus encouraged Christian missionaries, had 

architects restore and build churches and restore and decorate the tombs in the 

catacombs.  He searched for relics of forgotten martyrs.  He reformed the liturgy,  

making Latin the official language for worship instead of Greek.  He had St. Jerome 

revise a Latin translation of Scripture, and he fought various heresies.  Because of 

Damasus, the emperor Theodosius made Christianity the state religion.  After Damasus 

http://wccm.org/
http://www.carfleo.org/
https://www.twiddla.com/
https://www.oct.ca/publications/professionally_speaking/2020-12/2020-12-Tools-of-the-Trade-PS.asp
https://education.minecraft.net/
https://www.oct.ca/publications/professionally_speaking/2020-12/2020-12-Tools-of-the-Trade-PS.asp


was elected, a small group elected another man, Ursinus, to be pope.  Finally, Ursinus 

was exiled, but a few years later he returned with his followers and carried out a plot to 

get Damasus accused of a serious crime.  Damasus defended himself both in civil court 

and in front of forty-four bishops at a Church synod.  He proved himself innocent.  The 

struggle of Damasus reminds us that Jesus promised his followers the same treatment 

that he received and the same victory.  Damasus’ faith in the risen Jesus shines out 

from the epitaph that he wrote for his tomb:  “He who walking on the sea could calm the 

bitter waves, who gives life to the dying seeds of the earth; he who was able to loose 

the mortal chains of death, and after three days’ darkness could bring again to the 

upper world the brother for sister Martha: he, I believe, will make Damasus rise again 

from the dust.  St. Damasus, pray for us!” Card 175 

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

The Overstory by Richard Powers, 2019.  This is the 2019 Pulitzer prize winner.  It is a 

novel weaving several individuals’ stories together.  It is about trees and the significant 

role they play in many lives.  Initially, the stories are introduced separately in the 

opening chapters (The Roots) and then as the following chapters continue the stories 

intersect.  My favourite part of the novel is the connectedness of trees to one another.  I 

give this book ☺☺☺☺☺☺/5 happy faces.  I don’t know if I have read a Pulitzer prize 

winning story before, but now I know why it is a honour to write such a book. 
 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Sister Pat  

Scent of a Woman – 1992, This older movie starring Al Pacino and Chris O’Donnell.  It 
is about a blind former Colonel of USA army who takes his young caretaker to New 
York city for the Thanksgiving weekend while the Colonel’s niece and family visit her in-
laws.  Pacino plays a crusty old man very well. It is a story of honour and humour, 
adversity and hope. I give this movie ♥♥♥♥♥/5   

 

Catholic WORD of the Week – For Those Who Read to the end…Just like the 
credits at the movies  
“Beatific Vision – The clear, immediate, intuitive knowledge of God which results in 

heavenly bliss.  By an act of the intellect, as defined by Pope Benedict XII in 1336, the 

blessed in heaven, see the divine essence by an intuitive vision and face to face, so that 

the divine essence is known immediately, showing itself plainly, clearly, and openly, and 

not mediately through any creature: (DS 1000-2).  No longer do the blessed know God 

by reason and faith; in addition, the “knowledge” of God is greater than any other 

knowledge which was ever attained.  Furthermore, the souls of the just see God as He 

truly is – Divine, One and Triune.  The blessed “see” God because the intellect is 

enlightened by the “light of glory” which produces a corresponding delight in the will.  

The happy souls participate in the divine happiness by seeing and knowing God as He 

sees and love Himself.  Sacred Scripture (1 Cor 13: 12-13; 1 Jn 3:2) affirms the reality 



of the beatific vision.  Angels enjoy the beatific vision, as did Jesus in His human nature 

as He lived on earth.” Our Sunday Visitor’s CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA, page 119-120 


