
Catholic Culture Update #12 

Quote to carry through the week 

“The Lord is my shepherd.” Psalm 23 

 

November 22nd is the Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe.  

“Practice of Faith > Today we praise Christ, King of the Universe, who has made us his 

own in Baptism.  As we do so, we are reminded that belonging to Christ makes claims 

on us that cannot be ignored.  Our Gospel today is quite clear: God’s disposition toward 

us at the time of judgment will be based on our practice of the Works of Mercy.  To 

belong to Christ means that we recognize and serve our Lord as he is found here and 

now in faces of the poor.   

 Take time this week to notice more fully the hungry, the thirsty, the strangers, the 

naked, the ill, and the imprisoned who walk in your midst.  In what ways are you 

being called to practice the Works of Mercy? 

 Deepen your understanding of the Corporal Works of Mercy as you view this 

slideshow from Catholic Relief Services: https://www.crs.org/resource-

center/corporal-works-mercy-slideshow. 

 During prayer, seek God’s help to recognize and serve Christ in those most in 

need.”  AT HOME with the WORD 2020, Liturgy Training Publications, page 143 

 

Scripture Insights > “Today’s Old Testament passages present God’s people as 

sheep.  Matthew’s parable continues this metaphor but contrasts them with goats.  The 

parable’s setting is similar to the one in 1 Corinthians 15.  There, Paul assures the 

Corinthians of the resurrection and that, just as God raised Jesus, God through Christ 

will raise us from the dead and give Christ a place of supremacy.  Although the sheep 

are accepted and the goats rejected before the supreme Christ in Matthew’s parable, 

they share two things in common.  First, both call Jesus “Lord.” Matthew’s Jesus has 

made it clear that “not everyone who says…’Lord, Lord’ will enter the kingdom of 

heaven but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven” (Matthew 7:21).  Our 

actions are more important than our words, and God desires that our actions are 

expressions of mercy for the weak and vulnerable.  In fact, that is how today’s Old 

Testament passages describe God’s attitude and actions toward us as our shepherd: 

God cares for us with goodness and mercy, even or especially when we are lost, astray, 

or injured.  Second, both the sheep and the goats express that they have never seen 

Jesus in a needy condition.  Neither group knows or understands the reasons or 

implications of their actions, but one chose to act with mercy while the other chose to 

ignore the needs of people they encountered.  The point here is not that ignorance is 

bliss, as Matthew’s Jesus spends a lot of time teaching (such as the Sermon on the 

Mount in chapters 5 – 7), and he tells people to learn and practice the teachings of the 

religious leaders (Matthew 23:2-3).  Rather, the significance is that while our 

understandings can be limited, the most important thing is how we treat “these least 

ones” (Matthew 25:40, 45). 

 What does the metaphor of God as shepherd communicate? 

https://www.crs.org/resource-center/corporal-works-mercy-slideshow
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 Who would you identify as today’s “least ones”? 

 Is there a human or social need that you see but do not understand?” 
AT HOME with the WORD 2020, Liturgy Training Publications, page 143 
 

Nurturing Hope  
Gardeners are good nurturing, and they have a great quality of patience, they are 

tender.  They have to be persistent.  Ralph Fiennes 

 

November’s Virtue of the Month – Wisdom, Nbwaakaawin, la Sagesse, iyinîsiwin,  

A quote to inspire wisdom:  “I have not failed.  I’ve just found 10,000 ways that won’t work.”  
Thomas Edison 

Our Mission Statement – We strive to provide an enduring education that reflects 

the essence of our Catholic traditions.  We have an example of this statement in the 

celebration of the Christ the King.  We acknowledge the Jesus of History when we 

prepare during Advent.  We celebrate the Christ of faith in the acknowledgement of the 

feast on Sunday.  We prepare to meet Christ at the end of time.  These are truths of our 

faith which we pass onto our students. 

 

Fratelli Tutti – Pope Francis’ new Encyclical – On Fraternity and Social Friendship 

Chapter 1 – Dark Clouds Over a Closed World 

The Holy Father calls us to hope. All men and women experience a thirst, an aspiration, 
a longing for a life of fulfilment, a desire to achieve great things, things that fill our heart 
and lift our spirit to lofty realities like truth, goodness and beauty, justice, and love. Hope 
can look beyond personal convenience, security, and the trade-offs that limit our 
horizons, and open us up to grand ideals ( FT 55). 
 
Twenty-first Century Learning 
http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation > This is a site for 

Christian Meditation for teachers and students alike. 

 
www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade 

https://evernote.com/  > “Everything in its place” applies to digital resources, as 
well. Students (or teachers) can use this handy tool to file away just about 
anything. Word docs? PDF? Web pages? Yes, yes and yes. Stay on top of 
schedules with to-do lists and reminders, too. Bonus: It can even search for 
keywords in handwritten notes!.  It is free for the basic version, and good for 
Grades 7-12.” https://professionallyspeaking.oct.ca/2019-09/2019-09-Table-of-Contents-PS.asp  

https://www.remind.com/ >”It takes a village to raise an organized human. For 
students, good habits are much more likely to stick if they’re practised at home, 
too. Get families on the bandwagon by sending texts (you can schedule them in 
advance!) about upcoming quizzes, projects, homework and calendars.  Free for 
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basic version.  Good for Grades 1-12.”  https://professionallyspeaking.oct.ca/2019-09/2019-09-

Table-of-Contents-PS.asp  

 https://workflowy.com/ >”Modelling smart project management can have a 
major impact on students. By demonstrating assignments with this simple tool — 
break a project into bullet points and each point then expands into a new 
document — students witness how to chop a challenge into manageable chunks. 
Free for basic version and good for grades 5-12.”  https://professionallyspeaking.oct.ca/2019-

09/2019-09-Table-of-Contents-PS.asp  

Saints Kit – All the saints of the Roman Calendar and More by Sister Mary Kathleen Glavich, 

S.N.D., and other Sisters of Notre Dame, Chardon  

“St. Columban, November 23 – Zeal is a word we associate with missionaries and 

people inflamed with the love of God.  Zeal can win many followers for Christ.  It can 

also stir up enemies – people who do not want to hear how their lives must change.  

Columban, one of the greatest Irish missionaries who labored in Europe, was a man 

filled with zeal.  He came to know the joy and hardships of working for Christ.  

Columban was born in Ireland before the middle of the sixth century.  He entered a 

monastery and led a life of prayer and study for thirty years.  Then in the year 591, he 

and twelve companions were sent to Europe as missionaries.  They made their way 

through France, Switzerland, and eventually Italy.  Everywhere they went, they 

established the monasteries that were to become the centres for Christianity, learning, 

and prayer.  Columban wrote a strict rule for these monasteries, and he tried to reform 

the lives of clergy, nobility, and lay people.  He attacked abuses and evil wherever he 

saw them.  He spoke out loudly against the immortality that was so common among the 

royalty.  Finally Columban was exiled for pointing out the king’s sins and for criticizing 

the local bishops because they did not speak out against him, too.  While Columban 

was being deported, he was shipwrecked and ended up in Italy.  There he found 

friends.  He founded a monastery in Bobbio, and it was there he died.  St. Columban, 

pray that we may seek God above all else and work for the spread of the faith!” Card 166 

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

Rick Mercer –Final Report by Rick Mercer, 2018.  This is a compellation of Rick 

Mercer’s rants.  It is one thing to hear a rant on TV.  It is a different thing to read it.  I 

really enjoyed the provocative humour and searing truth of Rick’s thoughts and feelings 

on many topics, especially politics.  I miss the show very much.  I wonder what he will 

do next. I give this book ☺☺☺☺☺/5 happy faces.   
 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Sister Pat  

JoJo Rabbit – 2019, This is a story of a boy with a highly active imagination. Scarlett 
Johansson plays JoJo’s mother.  Living in Germany near end of WWII, JoJo is a part of 
the Hitler youth and is brainwashed into thinking very negative things about the Jewish 
people.  His imaginary friend Adolph, a caricature of Hitler, feeds JoJo’s mind with Nazi 
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ideas.  JoJo finds someone hiding in the attic of his house who causes him to question 
what he thinks about “the Jews.”  It was nominated for 6 academy awards, and won for 
Best Adapted Screenplay.  I give this movie ♥♥♥♥/5   

 

Catholic WORD of the Week – For Those Who Read to the end…Just like the 
credits at the movies  
“Zucchetto – Derived from the popular Itallian idiom zucca, meaning a pumpkin, which 

was used for “head,” the zucchetto is a small skullcap which at one time was worn by 

any number of persons as a head covering, especially in the winter cold.  It has come to 

mean the skullcap worn by ecclesiastics, in particular prelates.  The Pope wears a white 

zucchetto of watered silk.  The cardinals use scarlet, and bishops, purple.  Monsignori 

may wear black with purple piping.  All others may use simple black, including abbots 

who are not endowed with the episcopal dignity.” Our Sunday Visitor’s CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA, page 

974-975 


