
Catholic Culture Update #11 

Quote to carry through the week 

“Blessed are those who fear the Lord.” Psalm 128:1a 

 

November 15th is the Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time.  “Practice of Charity > 

Today’s readings challenge us to consider how we make use of the gifts that God has 

entrusted to us.  Each of us is given the gift of time, as well as the particular strengths 

that we have and the skills that we have learned.  As children of the light, we do not 

hoard or hide away these gifts.  Rather, we seek to practice good stewardship by 

utilizing these gifts in service to the Kingdom of God. 

 God has given each person a wide variety of gifts so that we might participate in 

building up God’s Kingdom.  Which gifts are you being called to cultivate, 

strengthen, and share more generously? 

 “To be a Christian Steward: A summary of the U.S. Bishops’ Pastoral Letter on 

Stewardship” states: “As Christian stewards, we receive God’s gifts gratefully, 

cultivate them responsibly, share them lovingly in justice with others, and return 

them with increase to the Lord.”  Reflect on that statement as you consider your 

stewardship. 

 Ask God to receive the gift of your service each day as you pray a Morning 

Offering or other prayer.”  AT HOME with the WORD 2020, Liturgy Training Publications, page 141 

 

Scripture Insights > “Without denying the value of family, hard work, or financial 

stability, we must consider today’s readings carefully in our context of global capitalism, 

the prosperity gospel, and ongoing patriarchy.  We must, as Paul suggests, stay awake 

and alert.  Like Psalm 128 and Proverbs 31, Matthew’s parable of the talents is 

challenging to interpret.  New Testament parables often create “aha” moments of 

dramatic discovery or even existential crisis that listeners of readers did not expect.  Nor 

do they necessarily align with the teller’s view.  Instead, they present scenarios that ask 

one to take a side and, in the process, often reveal not only a reversal of conventional 

assumptions but also the self-understandings of a listener or reader.  A “talent” in those 

days was more than a daily wage a worker could make in fifteen years; eight talents 

would be more than 120 years of daily wages.  The slave master must be rich indeed to 

have that kind of wealth to give to his slaves.  Although capitalism did not exist at the 

time, wealth was generally in the hands of a few who did not hesitate to exploit the poor 

majority, including through the practice of usury.  More insidiously, if the salves received 

the money and lost it for whatever reasons (including investment losses), they could 

become liable for losing their owner’s money.  In other words, a “harsh” slave master 

who harvests where he “did not plant” and gathers “where he did not scatter” seed 

would be a familiar figure for Matthew’s first readers.  Many of them, like the last salve, 

would be “afraid” of such an unjust rich person; they knew that the whole setup was a 

trap.   

 What may the third slave’s action or inaction signify besides fear?   

 What role does work play in these passages?  Who benefits from the work? 



 What are the parallels between “the wife” in the Old Testament passages and the 

salves in Matthew?  What makes them good or bad?”  AT HOME with the WORD 2020, 

Liturgy Training Publications, page 141 
 

November 16th is the memorial of St. Margaret of Scotland.  “St. Margaret of Scotland 

(c. 1045-1093), the wife of King Malcolm III of Scotland, managed to raise eight children 

while promoting Church reform, especially in the area of liturgical practice.  As a woman 

of great faith, she founded and restored monasteries, provided hospitality to pilgrims, 

spoke out on behalf of the falsely accused, and fed the poor from her own dining table.  

All of her charitable activity was grounded in a strong prayer life.”  Companion to the Calendar – A 

guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 141-142  St. Margaret, remind us that prayer 

ought to have a permanent place in our days.  Make sure your prayer and actions today 

match each other. 

 

November 17 is the World Day of the Poor.  In 2017, Pope Francis instituted the World 

Day of the Poor so that “throughout the world Christian communities can become an 

ever greater sign of Christ’s charity for the least and those most in need.” – Message of his 

Holiness, Pope Francis, First World Day of the Poor, 19 November 2017 – Ordo page 380 

 

November 20th is United Nations Universal Children’s Day, established in 1954 and is 
celebrated on November 20th each year to promote international togetherness, 
awareness among children worldwide, and improving children's welfare.  November 
20th is an important date as it is the date in 1959 when the UN General Assembly 
adopted the Declaration of the Rights of the Child. It is also the date in 1989 when the 
UN General assembly adopted the Convention on the Rights of the Child.  Since 1990, 
Universal Children's Day also marks the anniversary of the date that the UN General 
Assembly adopted both the declaration and the convention on children's rights.  
Mothers and fathers, teachers, nurses and doctors, government leaders and civil 
society activists, religious and community elders, corporate moguls and media 
professionals as well as young people and children themselves can play an important 
part in making Universal Children's Day relevant for their societies, communities and 
nations.  Universal Children's Day offers each of us an inspirational entry-point to 
advocate, promote and celebrate children's rights, translating into dialogues and actions 
that will build a better world for Children.  https://www.un.org/en/events/childrenday/  In Canada we 
celebrate National Child’s Day.  “Take time to celebrate children's rights on National 
Child Day and throughout the year!”  https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/health-

promotion/childhood-adolescence/national-child-day.html 

 
November 21 is the memorial of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  “The 

Gospel accounts tell of the Presentation of the Lord Jesus in the Temple but do not 

speak of the Presentation of Mary.  Nevertheless, Christians in the East and the West 

have observed a day in honour of Mary’s Presentation for centuries.  Many artists have 

depicted the scene: a tiny girl (Mary is said to have been three or four years old when 

she was presented in the Temple), climbing the steps to go into the Temple to offer 

herself to God.  This memorial speaks of Mary’s total openness to God.  God kept her 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/1386%20(XIV)
http://undocs.org/A/RES/44/25
https://www.un.org/en/events/childrenday/
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/health-promotion/childhood-adolescence/national-child-day.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/health-promotion/childhood-adolescence/national-child-day.html


free from sin from the moment of her conception, so that she, whose presentation in the 

Temple we commemorate today, would become a Temple of the Holy Spirit.” Companion 

to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 143  Mary, 

mother of God, pray for us.  Pray the Hail Mary today in thanksgiving for Mary’s yes to 

God. 

 

Nurturing Hope – Marvelling in Wonder 
To make a prairie, it takes clover and a bee.  One clover, and a bee and revery. 

The revery alone will do, if bees are few.  Emily DIckenson 

 

November’s Virtue of the Month – Wisdom, Nbwaakaawin, la Sagesse, iyinîsiwin,  

A quote to inspire wisdom:  Our inner wisdom is persistent, but quiet.  It will always 

whisper, but it will never stop knocking at your door.  Vironika Tugaleva  

Our Mission Statement – We strive to reverence the dignity of each person as a 

Child of God.  Human beings have dignity because they are NOT for what they do, but 

because they live.   

 

Fratelli Tutti – Pope Francis’ new Encyclical – On Fraternity and Social Friendship 

Chapter 1 – Dark Clouds Over a Closed World 

Digital campaigns of hatred and destruction emerge from the shadows ( FT 43). Social 
aggression expands without shame ( FT 44), while lies and manipulation proliferate. 
Destructive forms of fanaticism are promoted, even by religious persons and Catholic 
media ( FT 46). 
Despite these dark clouds, we need to be aware of the many new paths of hope, for 
God continues to sow abundant seeds of goodness in our human family ( FT 54). 
The Pope reminds us that love, justice, and solidarity are not achieved once and for all; 
they have to be built day by day ( FT 11). 
 
Twenty-first Century Learning 
http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation > This is a site for 

Christian Meditation for teachers and students alike. 

 
www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade 

 

https://soundcloud.com/the-adaptors >” How will humans adapt to life on a 

warming planet? The podcast looks at solutions that may be around the corner. 

Some are unexpected: cat eyes on humans, for example. Or a Lego car that runs 

on compressed air. Hopeful and practical, the podcast aims to empower and 

spark creativity.”  It is free and appropriate for Grades 6-12 
https://professionallyspeaking.oct.ca/2019-12/2019-12-Tools-of-the-Trade-PS.asp  

 

https://www.smashboom.org/ > “This debate show takes two topics, sets them up 

head to head and asks, “Which is best?” Whether it’s unicorns vs. dragons, lava 

http://wccm.org/
http://www.carfleo.org/
https://soundcloud.com/the-adaptors
https://professionallyspeaking.oct.ca/2019-12/2019-12-Tools-of-the-Trade-PS.asp
https://www.smashboom.org/


vs. quicksand, or libraries vs. museums, your students will be laughing out loud, 

absorbing plenty of facts, and learning how to back up their own ideas along the 

way.”  It is free and appropriate for Grades 3-8.  https://professionallyspeaking.oct.ca/2019-

12/2019-12-Tools-of-the-Trade-PS.asp  

 

 

Saints Kit – All the saints of the Roman Calendar and More by Sister Mary Kathleen Glavich, 

S.N.D., and other Sisters of Notre Dame, Chardon  

“St. Gertrude the Great, November 16 – The most important thing we know about 

St. Gertrude is that she loved God and was very aware of God’s love for her.  When she 

was five years old, Gertrude was placed in the care of Cistercian nuns.  She was very 

intelligent and became a great scholar.  Then Gertrude became a Benedictine nun 

herself.  At age twenty-six, Gertrude had the first of her deep mystical experiences, 

which she later wrote about in a book.  Christ encouraged her to spend more time 

studying him.  Her life from that point on revolved around the study of Scripture, prayer, 

spiritual reading, and the liturgy.  Her spirituality centered on the love between Christ 

and her.  She saw herself as the bride of Christ. Gertrude had a great devotion to the 

mystery of the Incarnation, along with the Sacred Heart and the Holy Eucharist.  She 

spread devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus years before St. Margaret Mary, who is 

most known for this.  Gertrude carried her love for Christ to others through her journal of 

mystical experiences.  Books she wrote show her deep understanding of the Incarnation 

and the Trinity.  She is called Gertrude the Great. St. Gertrude, pray that we may 

deepen our friendship with Christ!”  Repeat to yourself today – Let my love for God grow 

today.  Card 161 

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

Us Against You by Fredrik Backman, 2018.  I really enjoy this author and it may be 

because he isn’t Canadian or American.  He is Swedish and he thinks differently than I 

do.  This book is a follow up to Beartown.  How does a town survive a change to their 

identity.  If you remember I thought Beartown could have been called Sault Ste. Marie.  

It is about a Junior A hockey town.  This time, politicians get into the story.  I give this 

book ☺☺☺☺/5 happy faces.   
 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Sister Pat  

Richard Jewell – 2019, this story revolves around a bombing at the Olympic park in 
Atlanta.  Security guard, Richard Jewell, is suspected to have planted the bomb.  
Richard works very hard to keep people safe to the point that it throws him into the fray 
as a possible antagonist.  Cathy Bates does a great job playing Richard’s mom and 
Sam Rockwell is cast as Richard’s lawyer.  Clint Eastwood is the director of the movie.    
I give this movie ♥♥♥♥/5   

 

https://professionallyspeaking.oct.ca/2019-12/2019-12-Tools-of-the-Trade-PS.asp
https://professionallyspeaking.oct.ca/2019-12/2019-12-Tools-of-the-Trade-PS.asp


Catholic WORD of the Week – For Those Who Read to the end…Just like the 
credits at the movies  
“Liturgical Use of Wine – In the Old Testament, the abundance of wine is often seen 

as a symbol of God’s bountiful grace (e.g., Joel 2:24).  Its liturgical use, however, is 

rooted in the uniquely symbolizing role which Our Lord attaches to it when, at the Last 

Supper He compares it to His own blood.  In combination with another staple of the 

human diet – bread – wine symbolizes a food in a comprehensive sense.  Bread and 

wine together, transformed into the Body and Blood of Christ at the Eucharist, offer the 

perfect Food which strengthens us for full participation in the divine life.  In accord with 

the example of Christ, unleavened bread and grape wine are used in the celebration of 

the Eucharist.  The General Instruction of the Roman Missal states, “The wine used to 

celebrate the Eucharist must be made of the fruit of the vine (cf. Lk 22:18), natural and 

pure, unmixed with anything else” (n. 284).  The 1983 Code of Canon Law reiterates 

this prescription and says that the Eucharist must be offered with bread and wine, with 

which a small quantity of water is to be mixed” (Canon 924.1).  “The wine must be 

natural wine of the grape and not corrupt” (Canon 924.3).  With regard to the distribution 

of the Eucharist under both species, the Code states “Holy Communion is to be given 

under the form of bread alone or under both kinds in accord with the norm of the 

liturgical laws or even under the form of wine alone in case of necessity” (Canon 925).”  
Our Sunday Visitor’s CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA, page 968-969 


