
Catholic Culture Update #10 

Quote to carry through the week 

“You are my God whom I seek.” Psalm 63 

 

November 8th is the Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time.  “Practice of Hope > 

It is tempting to avoid consideration of the mystery of death and dying, as this calls to 

mind losses we have experienced as well as the prospect of our mortality.  And yet, our 

readings for today remind us that we are called to face the reality of death with hope, 

wisely recognizing the longing within us to be in God’s holy presence and the necessity 

of making ourselves ready for this anticipated future.   

 Take time with a loved one to reflect together on the mystery of death and the 

promise of eternal life.  Name those you have known who have prepared well for 

their death and consider what you can learn from their example. 

 Deepen your understanding of what our faith teaches us about life and death. 

 Pray for those who have died, and pray also that you will be prepared to meet 

God at the time of your death.”  AT HOME with the WORD 2020, Liturgy Training Publications, page 

139 
 

Scripture Insights > “According to Wisdom 6, those who seek wisdom will not be 

disappointed because wisdom desires to be accessible.  Wisdom is indeed needed as 

we seek to understand the parable of the ten bridesmaids.  That the wise, like the 

foolish, also fell asleep should alert us to thin more carefully about the meaning of the 

parable.  The wise in the parable are prepared, bringing both lamps and oil to await the 

bridegroom’s arrival.  When the bridegroom finally appears, the wise, instead of sharing 

their oil with the foolish, tell the foolish to go to the store to buy oil.  Delayed by the 

refusal of the wise to share their resources, the foolish end up being shut out by the 

bridegroom, who refuses to share the joy of his wedding banquet with latecomers.  How 

different is the picture in 1 Thessalonians.  While the living may be able to do things that 

the dead cannot, Paul is adamant that the dead will have priority over the living in the 

time of Christ’s return: the dead will be raised first.  Rather than grieving without hope, 

worrying about preparations, or hoarding resources, we should, Paul says, “console one 

another.”  Unlike Matthew’s bridegroom who shuts out of his banquet, the Lord in Paul’s 

letter will descend from heaven to meet and welcome those who are alive after the dead 

have been resurrected.  While there are order and sequence, there is no rejection.  This 

God welcomes both the dead and the living.  For the psalmist, God love is steadfast, 

and God helps and upholds.  God’s kindness, power and glory fill the psalmist, who 

sings, “as with the riches of a banquet shall my soul be satisfied.”  The psalmist and 

Paul relate that god provides abundantly and gives reasons for celebrations. 

 If you were to describe God in each reading, what adjectives would you use? 

 How is wisdom understood in these texts and generally defined in our world? 

 What do hopeless people tend to do?” AT HOME with the WORD 2020, Liturgy Training Publications, 

page 139 
 

 



November 10th is the memorial of St. Leo the Great, Pope and Doctor of the Church.  

“As pope and Doctor of the Church, St. Leo the Great (+ 461) strongly supported the 

teachings of the Council of Chalcedon, especially on the humanity and divinity of Christ.  

He advocated papal authority by moving from the traditional approach that the pope is a 

successor to St. Peter’s chair to the pope as St. Peter’s heir.  Under his leadership, 

uniformity of pastoral practice was encouraged, liturgical and clerical abuses were 

corrected, and priests were sent on a mission to extinguish Priscillianism, a heresy that 

claimed the human body was evil.  St. Leo is recognized as a “protector of the people” 

because he persuaded Atilla the Hun to not invade the city of Rome and later prevented 

the Vandals (East Germans invaders) from torching the city of Rome and massacring its 

people.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, 

pages 139-140   Help us, St. Leo, to treat our bodies well with enough sleep, exercise and food.  

Exercise today in St. Leo’s honour. 

 
November 11th is the memorial of St. Martin of Tours, Bishop.  “St. Martin of Tours (c. 

316-397) was forced by his father, a pagan officer in the Roman army, to join the 

military.  While serving in the military he encountered a beggar freezing in the cold.  

Martin cut his own cloak in half and shared it with the beggar.  Following this encounter 

he had a vision of Christ wrapped in the cloak.  As a result of this experience, St. Martin 

chose to be baptized and declared himself a soldier of peace for Christ, refusing to 

participate in any act of violence.  He took up the life of a monk, but made numerous 

trips to visit his people and found new monasteries.  The people of Gaul became 

Christian due to his example.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second 

Edition, page 130   By your example St. Martin, may we be inspired to ensure everyone around 

us is dry and warm in this autumn weather. 

 

November 11th is also Remembrance Day.  “In the early years of the twentieth century, 

a war called the Great War involved most of the countries of the earth.  Millions died as 

a result of new and terrible weapons.  Everyone hoped that it was the “war to end all 

wars.”  A very special time was chosen as the hour when the guns would be stilled and 

peace declared: the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month.  Bu this 

choice, the signers of the peace treaty suggested that humankind had waited until it was 

nearly too late.  The war would come to be known as the First World War.  The day 

chosen for the beginning of peace was special for another reason.  It was the memorial 

of St. Martin of Tours.  Martin had been a soldier in the army until he laid down his 

weapons.  His feast day, Martinmas, was a celebration of peace.  That day had also 

been a thanksgiving festival in Europe since the Middle Ages.  Now there was even 

more reason to be thankful.  In Canada, Armistice Day became known as 

Remembrance Day after the Second World War.  It became a time to honour those who 

died in both conflicts.  In the United States, this day is now called Veterans Day.  All 

Americans who have fought in wars during this century – those who survived as well as 

those who died – are honoured.” Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, 



Second Edition, page 140   Loving God bless all those people who have died in war offering the 

ultimate gift of themselves.  Live with gratitude today! 

 

Nurturing Hope – Harvesting New Fruit 
Let every step you take upon the earth be as a prayer.  Black Elk 

 

November’s Virtue of the Month – Wisdom, Nbwaakaawin, la Sagesse, iyinîsiwin,  

A prayer to inspire wisdom:  God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot, 

 the courage to change the things I can and the wisdom to know the difference. 

Amen+ 

  

Our Mission Statement – We strive to affirm the sacredness of life and respect for 

all creation. – All of life is sacred.  It is God’s gift to us.  This is the central hub of the 

Catholic Social Teaching.  All the other principles extend as spokes of the wheel.  One 

of the other priniciples is stewardship which is connected to the respect of all creation. 

 

Fratelli Tutti – Pope Francis’ new Encyclical – On Fraternity and Social Friendship 

Chapter 1 – Dark Clouds Over a Closed World 

Faced with all these problems, we are tempted to isolate ourselves and withdraw into 
our own interests, but this can never be the way to restore hope and bring about 
renewal. The path we must follow is being closer to others; it is the culture of encounter 
( FT 30). 
The COVID-19 pandemic has revived the sense that we are a global community ( FT 
32). We are called to rethink our styles of life, our relationships, the organization of our 
societies, and above all the meaning of our existence ( FT 33). 
We experience the illusion of being in close communication with others. Distances are 
shortened to the point that we no longer have the right to privacy. In the digital world, 
respect for others is disintegrating, and even as we dismiss, ignore, or keep others 
distant, we can shamelessly peer into every detail of their lives ( FT 42). 

 
Twenty-first Century Learning 
http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation > This is a site for 

Christian Meditation for teachers and students alike. 

 
www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade 

 

https://www.iheart.com/podcast/105-stuff-you-should-know-26940277/ > Free, 

“This award-winning podcast from the makers of How Stuff Works covers a plethora of 

topics, from the light and fluffy (“Mermaids: Not a real thing”) to the more serious (“How 

Panic Attacks Work”). Your students will enjoy the conversational approach to some of 

the biggest issues of our time.”  Good for Grades 9-12  https://professionallyspeaking.oct.ca/2019-

12/2019-12-Tools-of-the-Trade-PS.asp  

 

https://soundcloud.com/the-adaptors > Free, “How will humans adapt to life on a 

warming planet? The podcast looks at solutions that may be around the corner. Some 

http://wccm.org/
http://www.carfleo.org/
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/105-stuff-you-should-know-26940277/
https://professionallyspeaking.oct.ca/2019-12/2019-12-Tools-of-the-Trade-PS.asp
https://professionallyspeaking.oct.ca/2019-12/2019-12-Tools-of-the-Trade-PS.asp
https://soundcloud.com/the-adaptors


are unexpected: cat eyes on humans, for example. Or a Lego car that runs on 
compressed air. Hopeful and practical, the podcast aims to empower and spark 

creativity.”  Good for Grades 6-12.  https://professionallyspeaking.oct.ca/2019-12/2019-12-Tools-of-the-

Trade-PS.asp  

  

Saints Kit – All the saints of the Roman Calendar and More by Sister Mary Kathleen Glavich, 

S.N.D., and other Sisters of Notre Dame, Chardon  

“St. Josaphat, Bishop and Martyr, November 12 - Josaphat was born in Poland and 

named John Kuncevic.  When he was a boy, six Orthodox bishops sought union with 

the Roman Catholic Church.  Josaphat lived and died trying to establish this union.  He 

was born of Orthodox parents but became Catholic.  He worked as a merchant until 

1604, when he became a monk of the Ukrainian Order of St. Basil and took the name 

Josaphat.  Five years later he was ordained a priest in the Byzantine Rite.  His 

reputation for holiness grew, and people came to him for spiritual advice.  They were 

moved by his preaching and by the example of his life, for he fasted and was faithful to 

the prayers, traditions, and customs of the people.  He was only in his thirties when he 

was made bishop of Vitebsk and then archbishop of Pototsk.  Josaphat found the 

diocese of Polotsk in terrible condition.  There was much unrest among the people.  

Josaphat published a catechism, reformed the clergy, preached, and taught.  Although 

Josaphat followed the traditions of the Byzantine Rite, he was faithful to the rule of the 

Church of Rome. There were strong groups, however, who feared and opposed rule by 

Rome.  They thought Rome would change their customs and worship.  These people 

named their own bishop.  Disturbances broke out all over as people took sides.  

Josaphat decided to go to the city of Vitebsk, the center of the trouble.  While Josaphat 

was in Vitebsk, a priest named Elias was set up to shout insults at him.  A deacon had 

the priest locked up.  When the mob heard this, they rioted and demanded the release 

of Elias.  Although the priest was released, the angry mob made their way to Bishop 

Josaphat.  They beat him, shot him to death, and threw his body into a river.  The man 

who had worked for unity all his life was killed by a violent mob.  He was the first 

Eastern saint to be formally canonized.  St. Josaphat, pray that all Christians may be 

one!”  Card 158 

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

Gray Mountain by John Grisham.  A novel about a coal mining operation that destroys 

the community’s ecological footprint and causes havoc in the lives of the workers and 

residents.  It is not a recent novel of John’s collection but it is a relevant today as it was 

when it was written.  I give this book ☺☺☺☺/5 happy faces.   
 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Sister Pat  

Toy Story 4 – 2019, I so totally enjoyed this movie.  I think I might have missed #3 but I 
remember #1 and #2.  The characters’ personalities are delightful and the storylines 
help me to think like a child again.  “Forky”, a homemade toy, joins the regular toys on a 
road trip which has many ups and downs for the toys.  I give this movie ♥♥♥♥/5   

https://professionallyspeaking.oct.ca/2019-12/2019-12-Tools-of-the-Trade-PS.asp
https://professionallyspeaking.oct.ca/2019-12/2019-12-Tools-of-the-Trade-PS.asp


 

Catholic WORD of the Week – For Those Who Read to the end…Just like the 
credits at the movies  
“Venerable –The title given to one who, although not yet proclaimed saint or even 

blessed, has been judged to have lived the cardinal and theological virtues to a heroic 

degree.  If the individual was a martyr, the fact of the martyrdom is also confirmed by 

the title of venerable.  A private cult is permitted for one who has been ranked as 

venerable. (Cf. Heroic Virtue.)”  Our Sunday Visitor’s CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA, page 955 


