
Catholic Culture Update #4 

Quote to carry through the week 

“Guide me in your truth and teach me.” Psalm 25 

 

September 27th is the Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time.  Practice of Charity > 

“Our readings today offer an invitation to reflect on our call to conversion, which is 

seldom a once-and-for-all event but rather an ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in us. 

Metanoia is a change of mind as well as a change of heart made evident in our actions.  

Ultimately, conversion leads us to adopt Christ’s attitude of humble service.   

 As we put the interests of others before ours, we demonstrate the attitude of 

Christ, a work of grace in us.  Be attentive to opportunities to serve others in 

humility this week and offer these daily actions as a prayer. 

 Paragraph 1993 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church asserts that humankind 

can only move toward justice in God’s sight through the grace that the Holy Spirit 

provides.  Reflect on the grace of God at work leading you to conversion. 

 Pray with an image of Christ’s example of humble service, such as Fritz 

Eichenberg’s Washing of the Feet (https://cjd.org/wp-

content/uploads/2012/12/FE_IMG_0028.jpg.)”  AT HOME with the WORD 2020, Liturgy Training 

Publications, page 127. 
 

Scripture Insights > “Today’s parable from Matthew is part of Jesus’ response to the 

religious establishment’s question about his authority.  In many ways, the parable 

repeats a consistent emphasis throughout Matthew.  The difference between the two 

sons in the parable is that one fails to do what he says, and the other ends up doing 

what he fails to say.  What matters is not what you hear and say, but what you do (cf. 

Matthew 7:21, 24).  Note also how Matthew’s Jesus ends this parable with not only a 

mention of how prostitutes and tax collectors will enter the kingdom before the religious 

establishment but also multiple references to belief.  Belief for Matthew is not something 

merely in one’s head; a change of mind must involve a change in actions.  We find this 

emphasis on doing right not only in the mouth of Matthew’s Jesus but also in the actions 

of Christ, as indicated in the well-known hymn in Philippians.  Christ is praised for his 

coming in human form and dying on the cross, but the significance of these is set in the 

context of his deference to God and his generosity toward humanity – or what we do 

with and for others (cf. Matthew 25:31-46).  This hymn’s emphasis on humility is also 

seen in Psalm 25; to be able to take instructions to change, one has to be humble and 

teachable.  This is also what the religious leaders lack; hence, they accept the authority 

of neither John or Jesus.  Ezekiel 18 is an affirmation of God’s justice and a call to 

responsibility, repentance, and right actions toward others.  With a humble and 

teachable mind, one is not limited by the past but can change interactions with others 

and one’s relationship with God. 

 What does humble obedience to God look like in our context? 

 How do our relationships with others impact our relationship to God? 

 What does it take to become human and teachable?” 
AT HOME with the WORD 2020, Liturgy Training Publications, page 127 



 
September 27th is World Tourism Day.  “A World Tourism Day was created in 1979 by 
the World Tourism Organization.  The Church is concerned about tourism in the world, 
remembering the words of Jesus to his disciples, “Whatever house you enter, first say, 
‘Peace to this house!’ And if anyone is there who shares in peace lives there, your 
peace will rest on that person” (Lk 10:5-6).”  Ordo Liturgical Calendar 2019-2020, p. 349 

 

September 27th is also World Day of Migrants and Refugees. “A World Day of 
Migrants and Refugees is observed in many place in solidarity with the World Refugee 
Day promoted by the United Nations and observed since 2001 on 20 June.  The 
January observance was instituted by St. Pius X in 1914.  At the request of several 
conferences of Bishops, Pope Francis moved the observance to September in 2019.  
“The phenomenon of migration today is a providential opportunity for the proclamation 
of the Gospel in the contemporary world.  Men and women from various regions of the 
earth who have not yet encountered Jesus Christ or know him only partially, ask to be 
received in countries with an ancient Christian tradition.  It is necessary to find adequate 
ways for them to meet and to become acquainted with Jesus Christ and to experience 
the invaluable gift of salvation.” (Pope Benedict XVI, 2012).” Ordo Liturgical Calendar 2019-2020, p. 

350 
 

At sundown September 27, it will be the Jewish Day of Atonement, Yom Kippur.  Let us 
pray for our Jewish brothers and sisters. 
  
September 28th is the memorial of St. Wenceslaus, Martyr.  “Most people are familiar 
with St. Wenceslaus (c. 907-929), due to the popular Christmas carol Good King 
Wenceslaus.  Although this ancient carol is not based on historical events, it illustrates 
the fame King Wenceslaus received because of his heroic life.  As a Christian king in 
Bohemia, a primarily pagan country, he worked fervently to Christianize his people.  His 
attempt to evangelize the Bohemians was not received well by some, including his 
brother was eventually murdered him.  As he was dying, he prayed that God would 
forgive his brother.  Shortly following his death, people proclaimed him a martyr.”  
Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 120  Good King 
Wenceslaus, inspire us to be good too.  Sing the refrain of the song. 
 

September 29th is the feast of the Archangels, Holy Michael, Holy Gabriel and Holy 
Raphael.  “We celebrate the feast of three Archangels.  Holy Michael, Gabriel and 
Raphael, the great heralds of salvation and defenders against the power of evil.  
Michael is guardian and protector of the Church, from its roots in Israel to the Church of 
today and beyond.  In Hebrew, his name means “who is like God?”  Gabriel, whose 
name means “hero of God,” announces that John the Baptist will be born to Elizabeth 
and Zechariah.  He is entrusted with the most important task of revealing to Mary that 
she will bear the Son of God.  Then, there is Raphael, whose name is Hebrew for “God 
has healed.”  He is named in Tobit 12 as the one standing in the presence of God and 
in 1 Enoch (early Jewish writing) as the healer of the earth.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the 

Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 121   Holy Angels of God share God’s goodness 
with all who believe.  Read one of the passages in Scripture wherein the archangels are 
mentioned. 

 



September 30th is the memorial of St. Jerome, Priest and Doctor of the Church.  “St. 
Jerome (c. 345-420) is the patron saint of scholars and librarians.  With a great love of 
learning and books, as a monk and priest he developed a passion for the interpretation 
of Sacred Scripture.  With a comprehensive knowledge of classical languages, St. 
Jerome produced a Latin text of the entire Bible which came to be known as the 
Vulgate.  He wrote numerous commentaries on several books of the Bible.  Along with 
writing, he provided spiritual guidance to wealthy widows and mentored young monks in 
monastic discipline, St. Jerome joins three other saints (Ambrose, Augustine, and 
Gregory the Great) as the four great Latin Doctors of the Church.”  Companion to the Calendar – A 

guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 121  St. Jerome we pray that we will have a 
love of the Scriptures.  Savour your favourite passage of Scripture, read it three times 
slowly and see what God will say to you through it. 
 

September 30th is Orange Shirt Day:  Every Child Matters.  In the spirit of Truth and 

Reconciliation we wear orange shirts to remember what happened to one little girl when 

she arrived at Residential School.  If you would like to meet this little girl…now a 

woman…watch this video > http://www.orangeshirtday.org/  

 
October 1st is the memorial of St. Thèrése of the Child Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the 
Church.  “St. Thèrése of the Child Jesus (1873-1897), also known as the “Little Flower,” 
was the youngest of Blessed Zélie and Blessed Louis Martin’s five daughters.  Zélie 
died of breast cancer when Thèrése was only four years old, a blow from which Thèrése 
took years to recover.  The family moved to Lisieux, to be closer to Zélie’s brother and 
his family.  After their mother’s death, Thèrése became very close to her sister, Pauline, 
but five years later, Pauline entered the Carmel of Lisieux.  Eventually, all five sisters 
would become nuns, four of them at the Lisieux Carmel.  When she was only fifteen, 
Thèrése having received permission from the diocesan bishop because of her youth, 
joined the Carmel.  As a Carmelite nun, she overcame the narrow, negative spirituality 
prevalent in nineteenth-century France, and focused on love – her love of God and 
God’s love for her.  She called her path of holiness the “Little Way,” referring to her 
belief that every act, no matter how great or small, brings us as close to God as do 
heroic acts performed by spiritual giants such as Ignatius of Loyola or Teresa of Avila.  
She developed tuberculosis when she was only twenty-four and was unable to join a 
Carmel in the missionary territory of Vietnam.  A year later, when only twenty-five, she 
died of the disease, after suffering through a period in which she doubted the existence 
of heaven.  Thèrése left behind a memoir, L’histoire d’une âme (The Story of a Soul), 
which she wrote under obedience to her sister, Pauline, who had become prioress.  It 
was published posthumously, after heavy editing by her sisters brought it into conformity 
with their idea of piety, but recent editions have restored the original material. 
…Because of her missionary spirit, Thèrése of Lisieux is the patron saint of missions.  
St. John Paul II declared her a Doctor of the Church in 1997, one of only three women 
so honoured, along with Teresa of Avila and Catherine of Siena.”  Companion to the Calendar – A 

guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 124-125  St. Thérèse help us to do the small 
act that will bring us closer to God.  Follow in Thérèse’s footsteps and do a kind deed. 
 

Month of October – “October means “eighth month” in Latin.  Why is that?  In the old 
Roman calendar, the year began in spring, not in winter.  September was rich with feast 

http://www.orangeshirtday.org/


days.  November also will have several important days.  But October was cut from 
rather a plain cloth.  There are valleys between mountains and ordinary days between 
extraordinary ones.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 

122   
 

Nurturing Hope – Harvesting New Fruit 

Pay attention and you’ll find many perfect moments in any given day. Stephen C. Paul 

 

September’s Virtue of the Month – Faith, foi, debwe`endaagozi, mamisitotamowin  
Another quote to inspire faith:  Every tomorrow has two handles.  We can hold of it with the 

handle of anxiety or the handle of faith.  Henry Ward Beecher 

Our Mission Statement – We are called and committed to develop the full 

potential of each child.  Each child is precious.  Each child is full of potential.  That 

potential is unique to the child.  We are called to discover what their potential is and to 

encourage and endorse their potential.  That is hard work.  But everyone in the Board is 

working toward the same goal.  We lift one another in the effort it takes to complete this 

goal.  You are called and committed as I am. 
 

Twenty-first Century Learning 

http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation > This is a site for 

Christian Meditation for teachers and students alike. 

 
www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_S9A45vTRArvGC7OUwfCzEwRgNRUy

pjLNlX9vO8_MOs/edit#gid=0  - Student & Parent tutorials for Google Suite 

applications 

https://www.getbadnews.com/#intro – “Bad News lets students take on the role 
of fake news producers. The simple design allows students to dive right in and 
explore the mechanics behind disinformation in news stories. An explainer doc 
for educators gives helpful advice for in-class use and links for further study.  
This is applicable for Grades 9-12.”  https://www.oct.ca/publications/professionally_speaking/2020-

09/2020-09-Tools-of-the-Trade-PS.asp  

https://kpcnotebook.scholastic.com/ - “Journalism for kids by kids, the Scholastic 
Kids Press covers a wide range of news topics and encourages budding journalists. For 
those students who want to do more than just read the news, any young reporter 
between the ages of 10 and 14 can apply to join the team.  This is focused on Grade 5 
to 8.”  https://www.oct.ca/publications/professionally_speaking/2020-09/2020-09-Tools-of-the-Trade-PS.asp  

 

 

http://www.creedictionary.com/search/index.php?q=mamisitotamowin&scope=1&cwr=15493
http://wccm.org/
http://www.carfleo.org/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_S9A45vTRArvGC7OUwfCzEwRgNRUypjLNlX9vO8_MOs/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_S9A45vTRArvGC7OUwfCzEwRgNRUypjLNlX9vO8_MOs/edit#gid=0
https://www.getbadnews.com/#intro
https://kpcnotebook.scholastic.com/


Saints Kit – All the saints of the Roman Calendar and More by Sister Mary Kathleen Glavich, 

S.N.D., and other Sisters of Notre Dame, Chardon  

“St. Lawrence Ruiz and Companions – 1600-1637 – September 28 – Lawrence 

(Lorenzo) Ruiz is the first Filipino saint.  He and fifteen others were martyred in or near 

Nagasaki, Japan.  Besides Lawrence, there were two other laypersons, two 

consecrated women, two brothers, and nine priests.  The group represented many 

countries.  It included nine Japanese, four Spaniards, one Italian and one Frenchman.  

Lawrence had a Chinese father and a Filipino mother.  He lived in the Chinese section 

of Manila in the Philippines.  He learned Spanish from the Dominicans, whom he served 

as altar boy and sacristan. He became a professional calligrapher, printing documents 

in beautiful penmanship.  When he was a young father with two sons and a daughter, 

Lawrence somehow became involved with a murder.  To avoid being arrested, he joined 

a missionary group of three Dominican priests, another priest, and a layman who was a 

leper.  Only when they were on the ship did Lawrence learn that the missionaries were 

headed for Japan, where Catholics were suffering terrible persecutions at that time.  In 

Japan the six men were arrested.  When Lawrence stood before the Japanese judges, 

he declared, “I am a Christian.  I shall die for God, and for God I would give many 

thousands of lives.  So do with me what you please.”  The Catholics were tortured.  

During their tortures they encouraged one another to be killed rather than give up their 

faith.  At one point Lorenzo asked if by giving up his faith, he would be freed.  When he 

was given no direct answer, his faith grew stronger.  All the men were put to a cruel 

death.  These six were canonized with ten others who spread the faith in the 

Philippines, Formosa, and Japan.  St. Lawrence, pray for us!” Card 134 

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

Crow Winter by Karen McBride, 2019.  It is a novel about a young woman who has 

returned home to grieve the death of her father and how she is being guided by a crow.  

There are questions about the quarry on her father’s property and the desire of a 

company to mine it.  The relationship that the girl has with her mother with whom she is 

living and her brother who is living in a city some distance away.  It is a great read and I 

was riveted by the character of the crow.  I have a copy of the book, if anyone would like 

to borrow it.  I give this book ☺☺☺☺☺/5 happy faces 
 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Sister Pat  

About a Boy – This is the second or third time I have watched this movie.  It stars Hugh 

Grant, Toni Colette and Rachel Weisz   The boy is such an awkward little guy who is 

bullied but remains faithful to who he is.  The mother is a depressed person who 

attempts to end her life.  The boy is trying to support his mom and befriends Hugh Grant 

as a support person for himself.  It sounds very sad but it is quite funny as Hugh Grant 

is trying to find true love in all the wrong places.  A popular sitcom was developed from 

the movie and it ran for one or two seasons.  I give this movie ♥♥♥♥♥/5 
 



Catholic WORD of the Week – For Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits at the 
movies  
“Pall – A piece of stiff linen, cardboard or even acrylic, covered with linen, usually 

between four and seven inches square, used to cover the chalice at Mass.  It helps to 

preserve the contents of the chalice from dust and flying insects that might fall into it.  

The upper part of the pall may be simple with just an embroidered cross done in white 

or red thread, or it may be lavishly ornamented with either embroidered or painted 

liturgical symbols or even depictions of Our Lord, the Eucharist or the Blessed Mother.  

Sometimes precious or semiprecious stones are incorporated in the embroidery. The 

bottom or lower part of the pall must be simple, of plain linen.  When referring to the 

pall, another meaning may come to mind, for the cloth which is spread over the coffin at 

funeral Masses is also called a pall.  This may be of the liturgical colour proper to 

funerals, that is, black or violet, or in certain countries [such as Canada] white.”  Our Sunday 

Visitor’s CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA, page 713 


