
Catholic Culture Update #3 

Quote to carry through the week 

“The Lord is near to all who call.” 

 

September 20th is the Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time.  Practice of Hope > 

“Jealousy and envy are often based on “zero-sum” thinking, an understanding that if 

one has more, then another has less.  These feelings emerge in us when facing a limit, 

whether real or perceived.  These emotions make no sense, however, when that which 

we seek has no limit. The parable in today’s Gospel points to an understanding and 

appreciation that God’s generosity and mercy are infinite.    

 Even within the limits of our humanity, we are given the opportunity to act as 

agents of God’s mercy in love, time, and care we give to others.  Be generous in 

sharing these gifts that lead others to know the infinite love and mercy of God. 

 In chapter 5 of Revelations of Divine Love, mystic Julian of Norwich tells of how, 

while holding a hazelnut, she understood that God’s love for us is revealed in 

little things.  This week consider which small things in your life portray God’s love 

for you. 

 Take time in prayer to rest in the assurance of God’s infinite mercy.  You may 

wish to pray with a hymn, such as “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy.”  AT HOME 

with the WORD 2020, Liturgy Training Publications, page 125. 
 

Scripture Insights > “Today’s parable from Matthew is notoriously difficult.  Some have 

questioned the landowner’s statement that he can do whatever he likes with his money, 

as it implies that he may be exploitative if he pleases.  The parable seems to focus, 

however, on the landowner’s generosity by juxtaposing two economies to make a 

statement about drastic change or complete reversal.  The economies on display are an 

exchange economy and a gift economy.  An exchange economy is based on a tit-for-tat 

agreement; you know what you will get in exchange for what you give.  This economy is 

generally to the advantage of the owner, centering on cost, price, and profit.  Labourers, 

in exchange for their work, receive wages, but they will only receive what is rightfully 

earned and rarely more.  AN exchange economy can be described by the words debt 

and obligation: labourers owe owners service or toil, and owners are obligated to pay 

labourers money.  In contrast, a gift economy declines this tit-for-tat calculation to 

operate by another principle.  It goes by unmerited favour or extravagant generosity.  

Instead of something negotiated or agreed on, it turns calculated exchange into 

ungrounded magnanimity, or, in Christian terminology, grace.  Psalm 145 praises God’s 

goodness and declares that God is always just.  Matthew’s parable shifts the ground of 

how we think of justice or fairness: divine justice has to do with gift and generosity, not 

exchange of service for wages.  God’s way is beyond our ways because of God’s 

mercy, so people can eat and drink without money (Isaiah 55:1, 7-9).  God’s generosity 

with us should model our interaction with each other.  We see this in Paul’s willingness 

to stop calculating what would benefit him and forego his personal preference, so he 

can imitate Christ and give to the Philippians. 



 What do you find disturbing about the parable from Matthew? 

 How may an exchange economy be helpful and unjust? 

 How may a gift economy be just and problematic?” 
AT HOME with the WORD 2020, Liturgy Training Publications, page 125 

 

September 21st is the feast day of St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist.  “St. Matthew 
(first century), referred to as the “tax collector,” is one of the Twelve Apostles and the 
Evangelist who authored the first of the four accounts of the Gospel.  His account has a 
two-fold purpose: one, to announce that Jesus is the eternal king of all creation; and 
two, to encourage faith in the face of doubt, especially regarding persecution.  We have 
very little information about him, other than he invited Jesus to his home to dine with 
societal outcasts (see Matthew 9:9-13), and that he preached the Good News after the 
Resurrection.  Tradition says he began preaching in Judea, then moved on to Ethiopia, 
Persia, Syria, Macedonia, and possibly Ireland.  He is venerated as a martyr, even 
though history does not tell us how or where he died.” Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the 

Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 118.  St. Matthew teach us to be humble.  
Humility is not a virtue as honoured in our society…look around today for a humble 
person. 

 
September 21st is the International Day of Peace.  There is such a great need of 
peace in the world.  This year we invite our schools, classes and employees to show 
their commitment to peace by flashing a peace sign, taking a photograph and posting it 
on social media with the hash tag #FlashItForPeace.  Last year over ½ million 
impressions were created worldwide in support of this Peace Works online event, and 
this year we can make an even BIGGER impact.  Join with others all over the planet on 
this one amazing day and FLASH IT FOR PEACE!   
 
September 22/23 – Autumnal Equinox – “This celestial event marks the official 
change of seasons.  After today, nights will be longer than days in the Northern 
Hemisphere.  Autumn is beginning.  (Of course, in the Southern Hemisphere the 
opposite is true and the season of spring begins.)  The full moon closest to the 
autumnal equinox is known as “harvest moon.”  In the old days, the light of the full moon 
helped the farmers harvest crops during the night.  The next full moon, about a month 
later, is called “hunters’ moon.”  It is a season harvest moon.” Companion to the Calendar – A guide 

to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 118. 
 
September 23rd is the memorial of St. Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest.  “Early in life St. 
“Padre” Pio (1887-1968), a Capuchin priest from Italy, demonstrated an unquenchable 
thirst for God.  While praying one day before the crucifix, he received the visible wounds 
of Crucifixion that Christ bore in his Passion and Death, known as the stigmata.  After 
an examination by a doctor, it was determined that there was no natural explanation for 
the wounds.  Along with the stigmata, he experienced other mystical phenomena, 
including bi-location, the ability to be in two places at the same time, and “reading the 
hearts” of those who sought counsel and forgiveness in the sacrament of Reconciliation.  
These two miraculous gifts enabled him to lead both the sinner and the devout closer to 
God.  Upon his death the stigmata were no longer visible.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to 

the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 118. 



 

September 25th is Franco-Ontarian Day.  “The Franco-Ontarian community has a 400 
year history and more than 600,000 members. It is quite diverse due to factors such as 
geography, origins and expanding francophone immigration. In addition, there are 1.4 
million people who speak French as a second language. The community has made 
many strides, particularly in law, academia, social services and culture, due in part to 
dedicated advocacy efforts over the past 100 years. As a result, the generations who 
fought for rights and recognition, hold these gains close to their hearts. At the 
conference, we learned about the importance of valuing and respecting all of the 
sensitivities related to linguistic diversity. That said, francophone pride is more closely 
associated with cultural awareness and socio-economic advantages, especially for a 
large number of youth and new immigrants. Also, despite the fact that the vast majority 
of Franco-Ontarians are bilingual, everyone appreciates it when we are approached in 
French – in a genuine and consistent manner. The greatest success comes when 
charities can connect people to their mission and programs en français.” — Denis 

Vaillancourt, Community Leader and Chair, Francophone Philanthropy Conference 

 
September 25th is Faith Day.  We welcome Dr. Thomas Groome as our keynote 
speaker.  Thomas H. Groome is an author and renowned scholar. He is a professor in 
theology and religious education at Boston College. Everyone will stay at their home 
schools this year in order for us to be physically distanced.  The presentation will be 
live-streamed from Boston College. 
 
September 26th is the Feast of the Canadian Martyrs, Secondary Patrons of Canada.  
“On this day the Church honours the saints who gave their lives to spread the Catholic 
faith in North America:  two Jesuit priests, St. Isaac Jogues (1607-1646) and St. John 
de Brébeuf (1593-1649), and their companions.  St. Isaac was captured and tortured for 
his preaching of the Gospel.  He escaped and returned to Europe, but only to seek 
permission to offer Mass with his scarred and mutilated hands.  The pope granted his 
wish, and St. Isaac returned to the New World where he was put to death in 1646.  Jean 
de Brébeuf dedicated himself to preaching the Gospel among the Huron people in what 
is now upstate New York and Canada.  He translated the Catechism into the Huron 
language and wrote a series of “Instructions for Missionaries” that mingled divine and 
practical counsels:  Love the Hurons as brothers, he urged, and bear with their 
shortcomings.  Never keep them waiting, and learn to get into a canoe without carrying 
sand or water with you.  Eat first thing in the morning, because that’s what the Indians 
do.  Work as they do, and serve them in whatever way you can.  Jean de Brébeuf knew 
that only by understanding the Indians could missionaries hope to help them understand 
the Gospel.  North American martyrs, pray for us.” Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, 

Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 120.  A martyr is one who dies for a just cause.  
Would you be willing to die for your faith? 
 
September 27th is also World Tourism Day.  “A World Tourism Day was created in 
1979 by the World Tourism Organization.  The Church is concerned about tourism in 
the world, remembering the words of Jesus to his disciples, “Whatever house you enter, 
first say, ‘Peace to this house!’ And if anyone is there who shares in peace lives there, 
your peace will rest on that person” (Lk 10:5-6).”  Ordo Liturgical Calendar 2015-2016, p. 359 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boston_College


 

Nurturing Hope – Cultivating Relationships 

Grant me to recognize in other, Lord God, the radiance of your own face. 
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin 
 

September’s Virtue of the Month – Faith, foi, debwe`endaagozi, mamisitotamowin  

Another quote to inspire faith:  The nicest place to be is in someone’s THOUGHTS! 

  The safest place to be is in someone’s PRAYERS! 

  The best place to be is in GOD’S HANDS! 
 

Our Mission Statement – We are committed – We are committed to our work to serve 

our Catholic learning community to the best of our ability.  We are committed to trying 

new ways of educating our young people.  We are committed to the health and safety of 

each person in our Board.  We are committed! 
 

Twenty-first Century Learning 

http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation > This is a site for 

Christian Meditation for teachers and students alike. 

 
www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_S9A45vTRArvGC7OUwfCzEwRgNRUy

pjLNlX9vO8_MOs/edit#gid=0  - Student & Parent tutorials for Google Suite 

applications 

https://www.getbadnews.com/#intro – “Bad News lets students take on the role 
of fake news producers. The simple design allows students to dive right in and 
explore the mechanics behind disinformation in news stories. An explainer doc 
for educators gives helpful advice for in-class use and links for further study.  
This is applicable for Grades 9-12.”  https://www.oct.ca/publications/professionally_speaking/2020-

09/2020-09-Tools-of-the-Trade-PS.asp  

https://kpcnotebook.scholastic.com/ - “Journalism for kids by kids, the Scholastic 
Kids Press covers a wide range of news topics and encourages budding journalists. For 
those students who want to do more than just read the news, any young reporter 
between the ages of 10 and 14 can apply to join the team.  This is focused on Grade 5 
to 8.”  https://www.oct.ca/publications/professionally_speaking/2020-09/2020-09-Tools-of-the-Trade-PS.asp  

Saints, saints, and more saints 

“Cosmos and Damian, Martyrs – Saints Cosmos and Damian, (c. +287) were brothers, 

possibly twins, who practiced medicine without accepting money for their services, 
which is why they are known in the East as the anargyroi, meaning “moneyless ones” or 
“moneyless healers.”  As vibrant witnesses to the Christian faith, they were arrested 
during the Diocletian persecutions.  When they refused to renounce their faith and 
engage in idolatrous worship, they were beheaded and cast into the sea.  They are 

http://www.creedictionary.com/search/index.php?q=mamisitotamowin&scope=1&cwr=15493
http://wccm.org/
http://www.carfleo.org/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_S9A45vTRArvGC7OUwfCzEwRgNRUypjLNlX9vO8_MOs/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_S9A45vTRArvGC7OUwfCzEwRgNRUypjLNlX9vO8_MOs/edit#gid=0
https://www.getbadnews.com/#intro
https://kpcnotebook.scholastic.com/


patron saints of twins, confectioners, the sightless, and many medical professions (e.g., 
physicians, nurses, and dentists).  Their names are included in Eucharistic Prayer 1.” 

Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 119 

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

A Pitying of Doves by Steve Burrows, 2015.  This is a murder mysteries series that 

features a French Canadian detective who works in England.  The series is called the 

Birder Murder Mysteries because the detective is Chief Inspector Domenic Jejeune.   

Jejeune is a dedicated birder when is not solving crimes.  A group of doves is called a 

“pitying.”  This book involves the murder of a Mexican diplomat alongside a director of a 

bird sanctuary.  There is a particular character in the plot that piqued my interest.  Did 

you know that some people are born without any moral compass.  So if their emotions 

dictate a certain action, right or wrong may not be part of the decision. I give this book 

☺☺☺☺/5 happy faces 
 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Sister Pat  

The Irishman – This 2019 movie was nominated for Oscars last year; it was directed by 

Martin Scorsese. It featured many familiar faces, most especially Robert Deniro, Al 

Pacino, Joe Pesci and Harvey Keitel.  It is a dark story of how the teamsters’ union and 

other mobs carried out their business in the 50s.  I learned that if someone wanted to 

arrange a hit, they would ask “Do you paint houses?”  The movie is based on the non- 

fiction work entitled “I Heard You Paint Houses” by Charles Brandt. The acting is very 

good.  The only negative is that the movie is very long, I had to watch in two sessions.  

I give this movie ♥♥♥♥/5 
 

Catholic WORD of the Week – For Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits at the 
movies  
“Oblation – Derived from the Latin oblatio for offering or sacrificial offering, this term 

refers to the gift to be offered and the act of offering, as with the Mass.  In this sense the 

Offertory or Preparation of the Gifts would be the oblation which the priest presents to 

God, in his name and on behalf of the whole Church; these are the gifts which, upon 

perfect oblation, Jesus Christ His Son, the Lamb of God slain for our sins.  Bu 

extension, any other gift which is given unconditionally is termed an oblation.”  Our Sunday 

Visitor’s CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA, page 692 


