
Catholic Culture Update #2 

Quote to carry through the week 

“The Lord is merciful and gracious.” 

 

September 13th is the Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time.  Practice of Faith > 

“Today’s Scripture readings recall the centrality of mercy and forgives in the Christian 

life.  This was the focus a few years ago of the Jubilee Year of Mercy called by Pope 

Francis that featured our call to be “Merciful like the Father.”  Those who have received 

mercy must, in turn, extend mercy to others through words and actions, as individuals 

and as a Church.  As we dare to pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “forgive us…as we forgive…” 

 We demonstrate mercy in action in the Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy.  

Recognize and celebrate times when you have the opportunity to extend, and 

receive, mercy this week. 

 Reflect on how essential forgiveness is to the Christian life as you reflect on 

these words from Pope Francis’ message on September 21, 2016:  “The 

Christian must forgive!  Why?  Because he has been forgiven. 

 Bring to prayer situations and relationships in which forgiveness is needed.  Pray 

for the grace to be “merciful like the Father.””  AT HOME with the WORD 2020, Liturgy Training 

Publications, page 123. 
 

Scripture Insights > “Starting in Romans 12, Paul has outlined our proper or 

“reasonable” response to God’s generosity by emphasizing a new messianic community 

of love and welcome.  At the end of Romans 13, Paul asks his recipients to “put on the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the “flesh” for Paul refers to a humanity 

that is calculating and competitive.  In Romans 14, Paul explains that love and welcome 

are not judgmental but accepting of difference, so a messianic community will not 

choose between what Paul calls a “weak” (rigid vegetarianism) and a “strong” 

(indiscriminate) eating practice; instead, each person should practice as his or her 

conscience dictates.  Why?  Because God has welcomed all, each belongs to and is 

accountable to God.  Instead of being judgmental of others, Paul recommends the 

attitude of gratitude to God, who has welcomed us despite our unworthiness.  In this 

context, Paul reinforces his point that we belong to God even with the ultimate 

difference and divider: life and death.  Since Christ has demolished the dividing 

difference between the living and the dead, we should no longer let other differences 

divide us.  The messianic community lives in solidarity with and in commitment to 

others.  We put aside our privileges to serve and care for each other, especially those 

who are weak.  Offense can create division and enmity between persons.  The parable 

of the unforgiving servant in Matthew 18 reminds us that we should do for one another 

what God has done for us.  Today’s readings from Sirach and from the Psalms also 

remind us that God is forgiving and does not judge or repay us with anger.  We need to 

remember, be grateful, and be gracious to one another. 

 Why is it so difficult for us to forgive? 

 What does it mean to welcome, especially welcoming difference? 



 How do we distinguish being judgmental and being indifferent?” 
AT HOME with the WORD 2020, Liturgy Training Publications, page 121. 

 

September 14th is the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross.  Today’s Feast of the 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross began as a commemoration of a unique event: the 
miraculous finding of the True Cross by St. Helena, the mother of Emperor Constantine. 
Helena journeyed to the Holy Land to see the place of the Lord’s Crucifixion.  She found 
the spot and tore down a temple honouring the Greek goddess Aphrodite, which she 
found there, and began to build a new basilica in honour of Christ.  As they began to lay 
the foundations, the remains of three crosses were discovered, but they did not know 
which was the true Cross.  When a dying woman was healed after touching one of the 
crosses, they knew that the Cross of Christ had been revealed.  The basilica was 
completed, and the Church in both East and West observes this feast in honour of the 
Cross on the anniversary of dedication.  “We are celebrating the feast of the cross that 
drove away darkness and brought in the light,” said St. Andrew of Crete in a sermon on 
this feast.  “Had there been no cross, Christ could not have been crucified.  Had there 
been no cross, life itself could not have been nailed to it, there would be no streams of 
immortality pouring from Christ’s side, blood and water for the world’s cleansing” (Office 
of Readings, Volume IV, p. 1390).  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of 

the Year, Second Edition, page 116    Say a prayer for staff and students of Holy Cross Catholic 
Elementary School. 
 
September 15 is the memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows.  In the Gospel according to 
Luke, as Simeon holds the infant Christ in his arms, he tells Mary that her life will be full 
of suffering.  Her son will be “opposed,” and “a sword will pierce [Mary’s] soul, too” 
(Luke 2:34, 35).  That prophecy is fulfilled when Jesus is crucified and Mary stands at 
the foot of his Cross.  The image of the Mater Dolorosa, the Sorrowful Mother, is the 
subject of one of the most famous works of art, Michelangelo’s Pietà, which shows Mary 
with the dead Christ in her arms, her face revealing peace and acceptance, and her 
profound grief.  Today we ask the intercession of this sorrowful Mother for all mothers 
who suffer for their children, and especially those who have lost a child.”  Companion to the 

Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 116 

 

Nurturing Hope – Preparing the Earth 

Pray for a good harvest but keep on hoeing. Anonymous 

 

September’s Virtue of the Month – Faith, foi, debwe`endaagozi, mamisitotamowin  
A prayer to help us grow in faith.  Dear God, we ask you to help us to grow in our faith in you.  

You fill us with your love, hope and joy so that we can share it with those around us.  When we 

meet struggles remind us that you are within us and all around us.  You and I together can 

accomplish so much today.  Amen+ 

Our Mission Statement – We are a Catholic learning community – Our Catholic learning 

community is different this year. We have some learning in a face to face modality.  Some are 

learning in a virtual reality.  However, we are learning we belong to the H-SCDSB Catholic 

learning community.  May be all be blessed. 

 

http://www.creedictionary.com/search/index.php?q=mamisitotamowin&scope=1&cwr=15493


Twenty-first Century Learning 
http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation > This is a site for Christian 

Meditation for teachers and students alike. 

 
www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_S9A45vTRArvGC7OUwfCzEwRgNRUypjLNlX9

vO8_MOs/edit#gid=0  - Student & Parent tutorials for Google Suite applications 

 

http://factitious.augamestudio.com/#/ > “This quiz site shines a light on fake news items, 

directing students to decide whether a news story is real or fake. Students can read a 

snippet of the story, reveal the news source for a more educated guess, then click or 

swipe right and left (if playing on a phone or tablet) to answer. The fun format is a great 

launching pad for discussions on bias.  It is free and is appropriate for students in 

Grades 7-12.”  https://www.oct.ca/publications/professionally_speaking/2020-09/2020-09-Tools-of-the-Trade-PS.asp 

 

https://teachingkidsnews.com/ > “Find a deep well of news articles aimed at students 

from Grades 2–8 on this easy-to-navigate site. Teachers can access resources to help 

spot fake news, links to related podcasts, tips for talking about difficult news, writing and 

discussion prompts, and reading suggestions for each story.  It is free and is 

appropriate for students in Grades 2-8.”  https://www.oct.ca/publications/professionally_speaking/2020-

09/2020-09-Tools-of-the-Trade-PS.asp 

 

Saints Kit – All the saints of the Roman Calendar and More by Sister Mary Kathleen Glavich, S.N.D., 

and other Sisters of Notre Dame, Chardon  

“St. Cornelius and St. Cyprian, Martyrs – September 16   Beginnings can be difficult.  

The beginning years of the Church and the lives of Cornelius and Cyprian show this.  
These two martyr-saints found themselves facing heresies, divisions, and persecutions.  
The emperor Decius believed in pagan idols.  He made a law stating that all who would 
not give up the Christian faith should be killed.  Pope Fabian, along with many others, 
were martyred.  Some Christians did give up their faith.  Decius prevented the election 
of another pope for fourteen months.  Then in 251, while Decius was away at was, 
Cornelius was made pope.  Cornelius believed that those who had given up the faith 
should be able to return.  Another man, who had hoped to be pope, disagreed and 
made himself a rival pope.  Cornelius called a council of bishops to settle the matter.  
They supported Cornelius.  After two years as pope, Cornelius was arrested by the 
emperor’s order and banished.  He died in exile, but his body was buried in the 
cemetery of Callistus in Rome.  Cyprian, a bishop in North Africa, was a close friend 
and supporter of Cornelius.  He was the son of pagan parents but became a Christian at 
the age of twenty-five.  He was intelligent and a powerful speaker.  His reputation for 
holiness grew, and he became a priest and then bishop of Carthage for ten years.  
During a plague he urged Christians to help even their enemies. Cyprian had to deal 
with a priest who believed that all Christians who left the faith should be taken back.  
Cyprian held that the approval of a bishop was needed.  When new persecutions broke 
out, Cyprian was arrested and exiled.  When he was read his death sentence at his trial, 
he exclaimed, “Blessed be God!”  He was beheaded in front of a crowd.  Both Cornelius 

http://wccm.org/
http://www.carfleo.org/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_S9A45vTRArvGC7OUwfCzEwRgNRUypjLNlX9vO8_MOs/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_S9A45vTRArvGC7OUwfCzEwRgNRUypjLNlX9vO8_MOs/edit#gid=0
http://factitious.augamestudio.com/#/
https://teachingkidsnews.com/


and Cyprian were faithful to Jesus in the midst of difficulties.  Although separated by 
many miles, they were good friends and supported one another in seeking the truth and 
leading a good life.  They are mentioned in Eucharistic Prayer 1.  St. Cornelius and St. 
Cyprian, pray that we may be good Christian friends.” Card 126   

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

Educated by Sara Westover, 2018.  I read this book during the pandemic because it was 

recommended by almost everyone who had read it.  I did not enjoy this book at all.  I 

kept reading it because I kept thinking it was going to get better.  It was horrible how this 

young woman was treated by her family, especially by her brother.  Her treatment was 

brutal. It is not that I doubt that this could happen, it was just so awful that I was 

repulsed by the abuse. I give this book ☺☺☺/5 happy faces 
 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Sister Pat  

The Marriage Story – This 2019 movie was nominated for Oscars last year.  It featured 

Adam Driver and Scarlett Johansen.  It is a dark and depressing tale of a marriage that 

does not last. The acting is very good.  Your heart is moved and you want the pain and 

suffering to end.  I give this movie ♥♥♥♥/5 
 

Catholic WORD of the Week – For Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits at the 
movies  
“Nave –The part of the church building between the front and the sanctuary where the 

body of the faithful assembles.  The term either derives from the Latin navis, for “ship,” 

which denotes the church as the body of believers in the ship of salvation, or it derives 

from a corrupt form of the Greek naos, for “temple,” which denotes the church as the 

new temple of salvation.”  Our Sunday Visitor’s CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA, page 676 


