
Catholic Culture Update #1 

Quote to carry through the week 

“If today you hear God’s voice, harden not your hearts.” 

 

September 6th is the Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time.  Practice of Charity > 

“This week’s readings call us to confront a difficult, but important, reality:  conflict is 

inevitable and is found even among like-minded believers.  To prepare us from this, 

today’s Gospel lays out a Christian response to discord and conflict within the 

community.  In these rules for offering correction, we are shown that we are responsible 

for one another, and to one another, in all of our actions.  The choices we make have 

social consequences and, through our personal actions, we have opportunities to be a 

reconciling presence in the world today.   

 One thing is clear in today’s Gospel: conflict should not be ignored.  Take steps 

to address a situation of conflict and seek a path to reconciliation. 

 Consider the social dimensions of sin as you read these sentences from 

paragraph 16 in John Paul II’s Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation, Reconciliation 

and Penance: “with greater or lesser violence, with greater or lesser harm, every 

sin has repercussions on the entire ecclesial body and the whole human family.  

According to this first meaning of the term, every sin can undoubtedly be 

considered as social sin.” 

 Pray for a peaceful resolution to situations of conflict.”  AT HOME with the WORD 2020, 

Liturgy Training Publications, page 121. 
 

Scripture Insights > “Ezekiel 33 presents God’s people as sentinels: they have 

responsibilities to guard Israel’s safety by sharing God’s words so others will have a 

chance to make their own decisions.   Psalm 95 pleads that God’s people would not 

harden their hearts and repeat their ancestors’ mistakes in Meribah and Massah (cf. 

Exodus 17 and Numbers 20), where they complained about not having water during 

their wilderness wandering and, as a result, missed their entry into Canaan.  Matthew 

18 is known as Jesus’ “community discourse,” where Jesus teaches how his followers 

should treat each other.  Matthew’s Christianity is not individualistic; it requires patience 

and understanding toward those who have committed an offense or sin against a 

person.  Matthew suggests multiple attempts be made to address grievances within the 

Church.  He also expresses great faith in the Christ-following community, which is 

blessed with Christ’s presence and spirit.  Paul’s focus after Romans 12:1-2 is also 

relational.  Note that when Paul cites the Old Testament commandments he does not 

cite those that concern our relationship with God but only those that concern our 

relationship with others.  What fulfills “the law” for Paul is an excessive love or 

generosity toward one’s neighbor.  “Love does no evil to the neighbor,” Paul writes, but 

Paul has given a more positive and more demanding imperative in Romans 12:17-18: 

“Do not repay anyone evil for evil….If it is possible, on your part, live at peace with all.”  

Paul’s “neighbor” is everyone, including those who have wronged the individual.  His 

focus here is arguably broader than what is in Matthew 18.  Love, as Jesus shows and 



as Paul argues, may make one vulnerable, but that is what we are called to be.  The 

reasonable response to God’s generosity is to love, share, and welcome others. 

 Should Christian communities relate similarly or differently to those inside and 

outside their folds? 

 In what ways does love “fulfill the law”? 

 How does Jesus treat Gentiles and tax collectors in Matthew?” AT HOME with the WORD 

2020, Liturgy Training Publications, page 121. 
 
“Month of September - September is the ninth month, but the word September actually means 
“seventh month.”  Before the time of Julius Caesar the Roman year had ten months.  The first 
month was March, which made September the seventh month.  There was no January or 
February on the calendar.  Calendars were used mainly by farmers, who weren’t interested in 
keeping track of time during the winter, when there was little to do.  So during winter people lost 
track of days until their leaders announced the start of a new year each spring.  Julius Caesar 
reformed the calendar.  Winter months were added.  Now the year began on the first of January, 
not March.  But the old names for the months continued to be used.  Many ancient calendars 
have the year beginning in the spring.  For instance, the Jewish people mark the first month of 
their religious year in early springtime, near the vernal equinox. (The Jewish New Year [Rosh 
Hashanah], however, begins on the first day of the seventh month.)  In the Byzantine Christian 
calendar, September is the first month of the liturgical year.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the 

Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 111-112.   

 
September 5th is International Day of Charity.  “The International Day of Charity is observed 
annually on 5 September. It was declared by the United Nations General Assembly in 2012. The 
prime purpose of the International Day of Charity is to raise awareness and provide a common 
platform for charity related activities all over the world for individuals, charitable, philanthropic 
and volunteer organizations for their own purposes on the local, national, regional and 
international level.”  www.Wikipedia.com  Our Board gives priority to two Catholic organizations> 
Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace and the Holy Childhood.   

 
September 7th is Labour Day.  Traditionally, Labour Day was an occasion to campaign for and 
celebrate workers' rights during parades and picnics organized by trade unions. These still play 
a role in Labour Day for some Canadians, but many people see the first Monday in September 
as an opportunity to take a late summer trip, perhaps to their country cottage, or enjoy the 
company of family or friends at picnics, fairs, festivals and fireworks displays. For teenagers and 
other students, the Labour Day weekend is the last chance to celebrate with a party or to go on 
a trip before school re-opens for the new academic year.” www.timeanddate.com 

St. Joseph the Worker, inspire us to put our best effort forward this year and may all we do give 
God glory! Have an ice cream cone to celebrate the end of summer holidays. 
 

September 8th is the birthday of Mary, Mother of Jesus.  “Exactly nine months after the 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary (December 8), we come to 
an observance in honour of Mary’s birth.  This is one of only three birthdays in the Church’s 
calendar, the other two being the birthdays of Jesus and of John the Baptist.  This solemnity, 
like all Marian days “is less about Mary than it is about the wondrous work of God in Mary. …”  
Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 114.  Happy 
Birthday Mary, full of grace!  Enjoy some blueberry cupcakes. 
 
 

http://www.wikipedia.com/
http://www.timeanddate.com/


September 10th is World Suicide Prevention Day.  “Suicide prevention remains a universal 

challenge. Every year, suicide is among the top 20 leading causes of death globally for people 

of all ages.  It is responsible for over 800,000 deaths, which equates to one suicide every 40 

seconds. Every life lost represents someone’s partner, child, parent, friend or colleague. For 

each suicide approximately 135 people suffer intense grief or are otherwise affected.  This 

amounts to 108 million people per year who are profoundly impacted by suicidal behaviour. 

Suicidal behaviour includes suicide, and also encompasses suicidal ideation and suicide 

attempts. For every suicide, 25 people make a suicide attempt and many more have serious 

thoughts of suicide.” https://www.iasp.info/wspd2020/wspd-brochure/ 

 

September 12th is the Most Holy Name of Mary.  “Three days after the Feast of the 

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Church observes a memorial honouring the Most Holy 
Name of Mary.  In Hebrew, the name of Mary is “Miryam,” or “Miriam” which means “bitter sea.”  
The name is important one for the Jewish people: Miriam, the sister of Moses, sang in 
thanksgiving to God after the crossing of the Red Sea, and it was a common name for Jewish 
women (in the Gospel account of the resurrection of Jesus, three women visit the tomb in the 
rock, and all of them are named Mary!)  In the Middle Ages, the name Mary was often translated 
as “star of the sea,” a title with which Mary continues to be honoured today.”  Companion to the Calendar 

– A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 115  Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with 
thee.  Pray an extra Hail Mary to someone who needs extra prayer support. 
 

Nurturing Hope – This is the theme for this school year, following our theme of Igniting Hope 

from last year.  The scripture passage associated with the theme is:   

“Those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength.” (Isaiah 40:31) 

«Ceux qui mettent leur espérance dans le Seigneur trouvent des forces nouvelles.» (Isaïe 40,31) 

 

September’s Virtue of the Month – Faith, foi, debwe`endaagozi  

During the month of September we strive to grow in the virtue of faith.  Faith is a gift given to us 
by God.  As with all gifts it is important to unwrap it, and explore it and live it.  It is a gift of 
believing without need of proof or evidence.  It is a gift that supports us when life throws us a 
curve ball.  To become faithful we live one day at a time in trust that God walks with us and if 
need be, God will carry us when walking seems impossible.   
 

Our Mission Statement – Rooted in Jesus Christ – Jesus, the second person of the Trinity, is 

our Lord and Saviour.  He is our brother and friend.  When we root ourselves in his love and 

compassion we live differently than how the secular culture invites us to live.  We live focussed 

on service and care of the vulnerable.  When we all do this together we can change the world 

around us. 

Twenty-first Century Learning 
http://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2017/08/11-tips-for-catechists/?utm_source > a 
great website for new religion teachers or those who need a little inspiration 
 
http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation > This is a site for Christian 

Meditation for teachers and students alike. 

 
www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade  

 

https://www.iasp.info/wspd2020/wspd-brochure/
http://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2017/08/11-tips-for-catechists/?utm_source
http://wccm.org/
http://www.carfleo.org/


Saints Kit – All the saints of the Roman Calendar and More by Sister Mary Kathleen Glavich, S.N.D., and 

other Sisters of Notre Dame, Chardon  

“St. Peter Claver – Priest – Feast Day September 9th.  Peter Claver was a man with a 

mission.  Born in Spain, Peter studied under the Jesuits.  He was a quiet and gentle person, 
who recognized that God was calling him to be a priest.  He entered the Jesuits at the age of 
twenty and later volunteered to go as a missionary to South America.  On the day of his solemn 
profession, Peter Claver signed himself “slave of the blacks forever.”  For forty years he 
comforted and nursed black slaves in Cartegena (now in Columbia), the great market for slave 
trade in the New World.  The white men who had captured the slaves in Africa and brought 
them to Cartegena had wounded their bodies and their spirits.  Conditions on the journey were 
so bad that about one-third of the slaves died during it.  Peter did all he could to help them.  
Whenever a ship arrived, he would hurry down to it with medicine, food, clothing, and water.  
While the slaves were in warehouses awaiting their sale, Peter nursed them back to health and 
taught them about God’s saving love.  During his years in Cartegena, Peter Claver baptized 
nearly 300,000 blacks.  At a time when the evil of slavery was accepted, he was a sign of 
showing that slaves were human beings, children of God.  He laid the foundation of justice and 
charity for the future.  One of the books Peter Claver owned was a life of Christ that had many 
pictures.  When Peter prayed, he would open the book to the picture of the event in Jesus’ life 
he wanted to think about.  Peter used the book so often that it was very worn and battered by 
the time he died.  The pages that looked the most used were the ones showing Jesus suffering 
in the garden, being scourged at the pillar, being crowned with thorns, and dying on the cross.  
Thinking of Jesus’ sufferings gave Peter Claver courage and strength to help the suffering 
slaves.  Peter Claver kept a notebook in which he wrote down four rules that guided his life.  
Following these rules helped to make him a saint:  1. Seek God in all things.  2. Obey my 
superiors as I would obey Christ.  3. Do everything for the greater glory of God.  4. Gladly 
accept any suffering or work that can be offered to save souls.  In 1560 Peter fell sick during an 
epidemic.  Worn out from his work, he became bedridden for four years.  When he died, the city 
honoured him with a public funeral.   St. Peter Claver, pray that we have the strength to love 
one another as brothers and sisters!”  Card 124 
 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

Utopia for Realists – How we can build the ideal world by Rutger Bergman, 2017.  I read this 

non-fiction during the early pandemic and so much of what it questioned and sought answers for 

was in fact happening in reality.  One example was how a guaranteed income for every 

Canadian had been an experiment and the evidence was so positive but with the change of 

government, the idea was dropped.  I imagine that ideas that would benefit the disadvantaged 

and unemployed are considered a socialist agenda when maybe these ideas are really a human 

agenda.  What do you think? I give this book ☺☺☺☺/5 happy faces 

 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Sister Pat  

Bombshell – 2019 movie, Roger Alles (played by John Lithgow) of Fox News sexually harasses 

his female employees, especially those with ambitions of becoming news anchors on Fox.  It 

shows the dark side of power.  Gretchen Carlson played by Nicole Kidman, Megyn Kelly is 

played by Charlize Theron, Kayla Pospisil is played by Margot Robbie.  It was amazing to see 

these three actors take on the characters of these three courageous women who became part 

of the Me Too movement!  I give this movie ♥♥♥♥/5 
 



Catholic WORD of the Week – For Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits at the 
movies  
“Magnificat – The Magnificat of Mary responds to Elizabeth’s declaratory statements and 

questions by proclaiming the graciousness of God in fulfilling His promises to Israel (Lk. 1:46-

55).  The Latin designation is quite appropriate, since it captures the essential character of 

Mary’s praise of God.  The language of Mary’s response to what God has done is steeped in 

Old Testament passages, e.g., Psalm 30:8, 33:4.  In fact, Mary’s Canticle most closely 

resembles Hannah’s Hymn of Praise (1 Sm 2:1-10) and may be the text through which Mary’s 

response was developed.  Mary’s hymn echoes the just response to God’s great actions of 

salvation.  Her song of praise is the great archetype or pattern of Christian Faith.  Unlike most of 

the other figures in this part of Luke’s narrative, Mary’s understanding of what is taking place is 

full of clarity.  Aided by grace and the effects of the Immaculate Conception (or the absence of 

the darkness of sin), Mary is the model of how each believer should penetrate to the deepest 

truths of what lives at the core of events within salvation history, so as to discover the hand of 

God.  Storing up such events in one’s heart and going over and over them in an inquisitive yet 

prayerful manner can bring us more deeply into an active knowledge of God’s great plan of 

salvation and of eventual participation in it.”  Our Sunday Visitor’s CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA, page 616 


