
Guided reading questions for textbook Christ and Culture (Pages 6-30). 
 
1. Define anthropology.  What is cultural anthropology? (page 8) 
2. What do we mean by “the dignity of the human person? (page 10) 
3. What do we call the official collection of Catholic teachings? (page 12) 
4. What do we mean when we say, “humans are blessed with a conscience?” (page 12) 
5. What do we mean when we say, “humans are moral beings, animals are not?” (page 

12) 
6. How does the Catechism of the Catholic Church define sin? (page 12) 
7. What does the research from the article “Be in Touch – Your Child Needs You” 

reveal? (page 17) 
8. Summarize Jean Vanier’s five principles for becoming human. (page 18) 
9. What are encyclicals? (page 20) 
10. Give your own response to the following statement:  “We grow and mature in 

isolation.” (page 19 – 20) 
11. The text states “Our human communities are called to mirror the divine community of 

persons.”  What does this statement refer to?  (page 20) 
12. What do the statistics on youth crime, homicides, teen suicide and divorce seem to 

point to? (page 21) 
13.  What does the article “Mother Teresa, the Wino and Me” teach us? (page 24-25) 
14. What does the article on the Pine Lake Tornado teach us about God and God’s 

faithfulness to us? (page 25-26) 
15. Read Reverend Dale Lang’s letter.  How can anger towards others and refusal to 

forgive “imprison” us? (page 28) 
16. What do you think Rev. Dale Lang means by, “I used to pray and ask the Lord to give 

me strength.  My prayer is now that Jesus will be my strength?” What is the 
difference? 

17. We understand that the human person is essentially good, despite the capacity for 
disorder and sin.  How is it possible to see a human person as good when they sin? 
(page 29) 

 
 
 “Who has Culture”?  
 
Guided reading questions for pages 32-56 of Christ and Culture. 
 
1. Identify the seven traits of culture. 
2. How does the text define culture? 
3. How are signs different from symbols? Give an example of each. 
4. In the story, “The Cottage”, how is the cottage a Canadian symbol? 
5. What are rituals? (Name four traits) 
6. Are rituals different from habits? 
7. Identify three symbolic actions of the church.  What meaning do the symbols carry?  
8. Define religion. 
9. Why do we need symbols to get in touch with the sacred? 



10. Reflect on popular games and movies.  Do some of them have spiritual themes or 
religious overtones?  Why do you think this is?  

11. Define liturgy and transcendence. 
12. Why does the writer of the text claim the every society is religious? 
13.  Define secular. 
14. Why is the Catholic population losing touch with its ties to the Church? 
15. In the article, “Reflections of a student on organized religion”, what did Darius find 

“authentic” about his church experience? 
16. Have you ever helped out at the Mustard Seed ministry?  Feed the Hungry?  St. 

Vincent de Paul?  Why do you think these opportunities make religion authentic? 
 
 
 
“Faith shapes Culture”.   
 
Guided reading questions for pages 58-84 of Christ and Culture. 
1. How are we to understand the designation of the Hebrews as the “chosen people”?  
2. Who are the prophets?  What was their role? 
3. Summarize the story of Moses and the burning bush. Why did God seek out Moses? 
4. Explain the significance of YHWH.  What does this mean? Why do the Jews not utter 

this name?  
5. Page 61 quotes Exodus 3:7-8.  What does this passage tell us about YHWH? 
6. Why does the Exodus story speak of Moses going to the mountain top to meet God?  

What is symbolized in the 70 elders? 
7. Who initiates the covenant? 
8. Explain the Law or Torah.  How does the law keep people free? 
9. Why is “the Passover”, the central celebration for the chosen people in remembering 

the covenant? 
10. Define a covenant. (page 65-66) 
  
 
What is the Kingdom of God? 
Jesus often spoke of  “the Kingdom of God”.  You may ask, what exactly is this 
Kingdom about?  Is it heaven?   
 
Actually, Jesus noted that the Kingdom is already here, but not yet fulfilled.  Jesus came 
to show us that we can build a new Kingdom here on earth where the love of God is 
present.  What does this Kingdom look like?  This Kingdom is rooted in unconditional 
love.  Jesus says we are to “love our enemies”, “forgive 70 times 7”.  In this Kingdom 
there is no more hatred, killing or injustices.   We are all called to be builders of the 
Kingdom. 
 
11. Jesus speaks using parables.  Define a parable.  (page 72) 
12. What do we, as Christians, mean when we say Jesus brought about a new covenant? 
 
Jesus calls God Abba 



Though the text refers to the name Abba as father, the word Abba is closer to “daddy”.  
Note that the name daddy is the name a young child uses.  In a child’s eyes, daddy is their 
hero.  Daddy is always there for me.  The name Abba/daddy depicts a relationship of trust 
and intimacy.  Jesus calls YHWH Abba.  How do you think the Jews of Jesus’ day would 
have reacted to this?  
  
13. What symbolism is used in John’s Gospel through the veil? 
 
Did you know? 
The word incarnation means “in the flesh” or “made flesh”.  Jesus is God incarnate.   Did 
you know that Christianity is the only religion where God has taken on human form.  
Yes, God through the person of Jesus, knows what it is like to be human.      
 
Mary Magdalene 
Mary was the first to witness the resurrection.  Can you imagine the shock she must have 
experienced to find two angels sitting in the tomb and the body of Jesus missing? 
Why do you think Jesus chose to reveal himself to Mary?   
 
 
14. Page 79 states that the Church was founded at Pentecost.  What is Pentecost? 
15. The way Christians react and live in culture depends on how they think Jesus saw his 
      culture.  Identify the five ways  in which Christians through the centuries have related 
      to culture. 
16. Right now, you are the church at study.  When you walk down the hallway of Bishop 

Carroll High School and stop to help the volleyball coach take down the nets and put 
them in storage, or help your younger sibling with homework, you bring the presence 
of Christ into the world.  On page 80-81, summarize the 5 ways Christ is present in 
culture. 
Which view is consistent within our Catholic thinking? 

17.  What is God’s Grace? 
 
 
Theme 10 & 11 
 
1. Define individualism and the seven tendencies of individualism. 
2. Where do you see these traits in culture? 
3. How have these traits had a positive or negative impact on our culture? 
4. Define Self-understanding. 
5. From your experience, how is your family an information source for you? 
      How is the media an information source for you? 

How are your peers an information source for you? 
How is the Church an information source for you?  
How do these sources positively or negatively shape you? 

6. What is the image of self in the proclamation of Jesus?  How is this different from 
      individualism that is so apparent in Western Culture? 
 



Friedrich Nietzche was a German philosopher who lived between 1844-1900. In a book 
entitled The Gay Science he told a story about the death of God in Western society.  It is 
a story about a madman going into a market place with a lantern looking for God.  His 
thought was, “God is dead”.  Nietzche’s philosophy has an impact on how we perceive 
the human relationship with the divine in Western culture. 
 
In many ways Nietzche sounded like the prophets in the Old Testament in reverse.  
Whereas the prophets spoke of what would happen in the presence of the Lord, Nietzche 
spoke of what would happen if God were suddenly to disappear.   
 
7. What would it feel like according to Nietzche is God were no longer experienced in 

our culture? 
8. What aspects of the story of the madman ring true or false about our culture?  Where 

is God in our Culture? 
9. How could this gradual disappearance of God in culture be linked to the 

individualism in our culture? 
10. Define the terms, atheism and agnosticism. 
 
Sometime people go looking for God and want to see extraordinary happenings, a 
miraculous cure, the end of suffering and evil.   God is present in the day-to-day 
happenings.  The challenge we face as Christians is to discover the presence of God in 
the ordinary. 
 
11. On page 100, read “The Saint of the ‘little way’”.  Summarize the life of St. Therese.  

Despite living an ordinary life, how was it holy? 
12. Read page 101, “Mother Teresa on our Thirst for God”.  Identify two key points that 

Mother Teresa makes in this excerpt. 
13. Read page 98-100, “Jesus and the Woman at the Well”.  Answer the questions on 

page 100 of the student text, Christ and Culture. 
 
 
 
Movement I:  Reading themes 17 - 19  
 
Guided reading questions for pages 144 - 167 of Christ and Culture. 
 
17. Define the following terms: justice, distributive justice, judicial justice, common 

good, rights, golden rule and social encyclicals. 
18. When is justice done? 
19. The Church has had a view on justice.  Summarize the following social encyclicals: 

“The Condition of Work,” “Peace on Earth,”  “The Development of People,” “On 
Social Concern.” 

 

       



Five Principles of Social Justice 
 
1. Each human being is a person and has the right to have that dignity respected 

from the moment of conception.  This principle of human dignity means that 
every person has the right to have their primary needs fulfilled: food, shelter, 
clothing, education and work. 

2. Each human being has the right and responsibility to participate in the institutions 
that govern our lives.  This principle of active involvement in institutions means 
that we are to help and serve the institutions.  In turn, we can expect to be served 
by these institutions.   

3. The common good has more value than the right of private property when it 
comes to distributing goods.  The principle of the common good teaches that the 
goods of the world are first of all gifts to be shared before they are things to be 
possessed.  The world and its abundance are given to all. 

4. The dignity of work and the rights of workers must always be respected.  This 
principle means that every person has the right to meaningful work and a living 
wage, and the right to form unions or associations. 

5. The needs of the weak, the poor, the sick and the homeless are to be given 
preferences in the distribution of goods.  This principle is called the “option for 
the poor” or  “preferential option for the poor.”  It means that “decisions must be 
judged in light of what they do for the poor, what they do to the poor, and what 
they enable the poor to do for themselves.” (Economic Justice for All, #24) 

 
20. For each of the above principles of justice, come up with four examples of each 

principle of justice: two examples that demonstrate where the principle has been 
applied and two examples where the principle has not been applied. 

21. Define peace and violence. 
22. Why do some people use violence to solve their problems? 
23. From pages 154-155, summarize the six prevalent reasons why people have a 

fascination with violence. 
24. Define power, authority and service. 
25. Identify situations in the world where power is at work.  How have you influenced 

others? How have others influenced you? 
 

The Power of the State 
When the power of the state seeks the common good of the people, its authority is 
legitimate and must be obeyed.  If the power and authority of the state is used to enact 
unjust or immoral laws, the state has overstepped its authority and the unjust or immoral 
law is not binding on citizens.   

How Do We Understand The Common Good 
All Catholics have the mission to work for the common good of society.  This means that 
we ourselves may have to make sacrifices so that the needs of the less fortune are better 
met.  An example of this would be the Government’s family allowance payments.  These 
payments started out as an equal amount for all families.  The payment structure has since 
changed to address a certain level of income to the amount of money given to the family.  



This means a family who’s income meets a certain standard will receive less support than 
a family who’s income does not meet the income standard. 
 
26. How are Christians expected to respond to civil authority?  Provide examples where 

the Church has addressed civil authority. 
27. What does it mean to be a person of service? 
 
Movement II:  Read themes 23 –25.   
 
Guided reading questions for pages 200-229 of Christ and Culture. 
1.   Define the following terms; witness, communion of saints, vocation. 
2.  Have you heard the expression, “You can talk the talk, but can you walk the 

talk?” What do you think it means for a Christian “to walk the talk?” 
 
A witness is one who gives testimony to the truth.  The term is used most frequently in 
court cases, where the witness gives testimony about what she or he has seen or heard 
about certain events.  In a culture that doubts that the person of Jesus Christ is “the way, 
the truth, and the life, the most powerful “proof” for Jesus Christ lies in the lives of the 
people who follow his way, truth and life.  For example, a person who suffers can be a 
witness of the ultimate goodness and graciousness of like and the power of the suffering 
and death of Jesus. (Christ and Culture Teacher Resource, page 283) 
 
3. Who are the poor, the captives, the blind, and the oppressed today? 
4. What might Jesus have said in our time about our witness to the Kingdom 
  of God? 
5. Read the stories on pages 204 – 206. Respond to the following questions for each  

story 
q How did these individuals encounter Christ in the events of his or her 

particular life? 
q What was remarkable about their lives? 
q What did they contribute to the world? 
q Why did they witness to Christ the way they did? 

6. From the stories on page 206 – 208, how are these young people responding to the 
call of the Church to witness within our culture?  What contribution can you 
make? 

7. What does it mean to be a supreme witness? 
As young adults you are surrounded with a number of social issues.  It is important to 
remember that you need not be overwhelmed by the enormity of the needs of society but 
rather you need to be inspired by the actions of individuals and institutions, and thus 
recognize your call to become involved in social issues.    
 
8. Define the following terms: social action, social issue, value, moral value, Gospel 

value. 
9. Summarize the five steps to effective social action. 
 



 Some dramatic events of the past few decades have rapidly changed the way we live.  
We are becoming global citizens.  This will in turn have an enormous impact on how we 
are to be the Church in the twenty-first century.  Our challenge than is to understand the 
meaning of globalization and recognize the role and mission of the Church as a symbol of 
hope. 
 

Defining Globalization 
Ø Globalization refers to the processes by which the people of the world are 
incorporated into a single society (Martin Albrow, 1990).  It has intensified human 
relations so that events in Canada are shaped by events that take place anywhere in the 
world. 
Ø Globalization refers to social relationships no longer determined by distance and 
borders, so that human lives are increasingly played out in the world as a single place 
(Jan Aart Scholte, 1997).  It is made possible by information and communication 
technologies, which have connected the world beyond national controls. 
Ø Globalization refers to the process by which the world is becoming like a global 
shopping mall, where ideas and products are available everywhere at the same time 
(Rosabeth Moss Kanter, 1995). 
Ø Globalization is the intensification of worldwide social relations which link 
distant localities in such a way that local happenings are shaped by events occurring 
many miles away. 

 
10. Based on the definitions above define in your own words globalization.    
11. Define the following terms: economic globalization, ecological 

 globalization, political globalization, natural law. 
12. What are the three factors fueling the move toward globalization? 
13. What does globalization mean for social justice? 
14. How does globalization affect people in different parts of the world? 
15. What three fundamental aspects does the Church rely on to answer the question, 

Is globalization good or bad? 
16. How can globalization be a good thing? 
17. How is Christ present in the process of globalization? 
18. What is the role of the Church in the process of globalization? 
19. Catholic social teachings are based on natural law theory.  What do think is meant 

by “order” and “natural law?” 
20. Who are the prophets today who challenge the world and give it hope? 
 


