
Catholic Education Week 2019: Living as Joyful Disciples 
Journeying Together in Faith 
DAY 4: Thursday 

Suggested Grade Level: 
JUNIOR 

 

 

BOOK TITLE: 
 

Lily and the Paper Man 

 

 

AUTHOR and 
ILLUSTRATOR: 
 

 

Rebecca Upjohn 
Illustrations Renné Benoit 
 

 

ISBN-13 
 

9781897187197 

BOOK DESCRIPTION: 
“Walking with her mother on the way home from school one day, 
Lily runs straight into a gruff and untidy-looking man selling papers 
on the street.  Lily is afraid of the man, but when the weather 
turns cold, she starts to see the Paper Man differently – she sees 
his bare toes through the holes in his boots and his thin shirt 
through the holes in his coat.  As she lies in her cozy bed at night, 
she wonders how the Paper Man stays warm.  Lily comes up with 
a wonderful idea…”  Book jacket note 

MATERIALS: 
-Student journals 

LEARNING GOALS: 
Students will: 

 Understand the main themes of the story (we can be 
sources of hope to one another; the importance of being 
open and accepting of others and going beyond first 
impressions; our actions can have a positive impact on the 
lives of others). 

 Increase their awareness of and understanding of causes 
of homelessness/poverty 

 Begin to develop attitudes and values founded on Catholic 
social teaching (social responsibility, human solidarity, the 
common good). 

CATHOLIC CONNECTIONS: 
OCSGE: 
A Reflective and Creative Thinker, An Effective Communicator, A 
Caring Family Member, A Responsible Citizen 
 
Catholic Social Teaching: Solidarity, Participation, Life and Dignity 
of the Human Person, Option for the Poor and Vulnerable 
 
Scripture Focus: “As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him 
and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in 
thanksgiving.” Colossians 2:6-7 
 
R.E. Curriculum: Living in Solidarity, Living a Moral Life 
 

MINISTRY CURRICULUM LINKS: 
Language 



Fully Alive Curriculum: Themes – Created and loved by God, Living 
in Relationship 

MINDS ON (Before)                                     Approximately 10 minutes TEACHING TIP 

Pre-Reading Activity: True/False 
Read the following sentences aloud. Explain that students will be 
participating in this activity by responding non-verbally. For each 
sentence, students are asked to indicate if they think the 
statement is true by doing a thumbs up sign, or false by doing a 
thumbs down sign. 
 

1. There are people in Ontario who are homeless. 
2. People choose not to have a home. They could get a home 

if they wanted to. 
3. All people without a home sleep on the street. 
4. People without homes are lazy and don’t work. 
5. It would be cool to have no home because you can go 

anywhere and do anything that you want. 
6. Homelessness only happens in big cities. 
7. There is nothing we can do about homelessness. 1 

 
Review the statements together using the explanations to guide 
your discussion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Answers to pre-reading 
questions: 
 
1. TRUE. There are many 

homeless people in Ontario. 
2. FALSE. No one chooses to be 

homeless. Most people are 
shocked when it happens to 
them. 

3. FALSE. People who sleep 
outside are just part of the 
total group of people who 
don’t have a home. Some 
people stay in emergency 
shelters. Other people stay 
in their car, or with a friend 
or family member. 

4. FALSE. People who have no 
home, often have to work 
very hard to find places to 
eat and sleep. Also, many 
people who don’t have a 
home, want to get jobs. 
Some people who don’t have 
a home, have jobs. Other 
people have a hard time 
finding a job for reasons like 
health concerns. 

5. FALSE. When you have no 
home it is very hard to find 
places to eat, sleep and 
shower. It is also hard to find 
transportation. People who 
don’t have a home, also 
have to think about their 
safety. 

6. FALSE. There are people who 
have no home in big cities, 
as well as in smaller towns 
and villages. 

7. FALSE. Everyone has a part 
to play in ending 

                                                           
1
 Adapted from Teacher Toolkit (a resource package designed to teach students about homelessness in Waterloo) 

https://homelesshub.ca/sites/default/files/q2ebqbz3.pdf 

https://homelesshub.ca/sites/default/files/q2ebqbz3.pdf


homelessness. 

ACTION (During)                                          Approximately 15 minutes TEACHING TIP 

Show students the title and cover of the book. Ask students to 
describe the cover and to make predictions about what might take 
place in the story. 
 
Ask guiding questions as you are reading, such as… 
 

 How are the people and the pigeon protected from the 
rainy conditions?  Is the Paper Man protected from the 
rain? 

 Why is Lily afraid of the Paper Man? 
 

Ask students to evaluate their predictions. Observe students as 
you are reading and pause in order to invite students to comment 
and share thoughts or insights. 
 

 Ask students to identify anything in the story that surprises 
them. 

 How did Lily change? 
 How did the Paper Man change? 

 
How does the story connect to what you discussed with them 
about homelessness before reading the story? What are some 
possible reasons that the Paper Man was poor at the beginning of 
the story? 
 
Today’s Catholic Education Week subtheme is Journeying 
Together in Faith. Pope Francis has said that, “Growth in Holiness 
is a journey in community, side by side with other.” It is important 
to take time to walk alongside one another. What does Lily do to 
show that she is “walking alongside” the Paper Man? Have you 
ever had someone believe in you or give you a chance when 
others didn’t? How can faith in other people help them to believe 
in themselves? 
 
The Catholic Social Teaching principle of solidarity states that we 
are all brothers and sisters in God’s family wherever we live. How 
does the Lily demonstrate this principle in the story? 

 

CONSOLIDATION (After)                      Approximately 15-20 minutes TEACHING TIP 

“Hot Seat” Activity 
Explain to students that they will now be participating in an 
activity to help them to reflect on the two main characters in the 
book. Ask for a volunteer to come to the front of the room and to 
pretend to be the main character, Lily. Invite students to think of 
as many interesting questions as they can that they would ask Lily 
if they could, and encourage the student playing the role of Lily to 
do their best to answer the questions as the character (example. 

NOTE: For the “Hot Seat” 
Activity, it is essential that 
students answer questions as 
the character. This may mean 
that students need a moment or 
two to reflect before responding, 
or to consult the text. When 
students are invited to approach 



for Lily: “How did you feel when you first saw the Paper Man in 
the street?” Then repeat the activity with other students sitting in 
“the hot seat” as Lily as well as the Paper Man). 
 
Encourage students to ask higher level questions that go beyond 
the facts of the book and that help us to understand the 
motivation of the characters in the story (example. for Lily: “How 
did your attitude change toward the Paper Man once you shared 
some clothes with him?” “Is there any advice you could offer to 
someone who is homeless?”). 

this activity with diligence, the 
questions and answers can 
provide the teacher with a clear 
sense of the level of 
comprehension of students. 

NEXT STEPS TEACHING TIP 

Have students choose one of the ideas below and write a one-
page reflection in their journals… 
 

1. Write about a time when someone said or did something 
kind that really helped you. Explain how this person 
showed you that that you were important. 

 
2. Write what you learned about poverty as a result of the 

pre-reading activity or from the story. What would you tell 
others about why people don’t have everything you have? 
What do you think can be done to help make sure that 
everyone has all they need in Ontario? 

 
3. Pretend that you are either Lily or the Paper Man. Write 

about this experience from their point of view, being sure 
to include all your feelings about the experience and the 
ways that you have changed. 

 
4. Pretend that you are a reporter. Write about Lily or the 

Paper Man and what happened in the story as if it were 
part of an article or a blog. 

 

 


