
Catholic Education Week 2019: Living as Joyful Disciples 
Doing Justice & Creating Hope 
DAY 3: Wednesday 

Suggested Grade Level: 
JUNIOR 

 

 

BOOK TITLE: 
 

Peace is an Offering 

 

 

AUTHOR and 
ILLUSTRATOR: 
 

 

Annette LeBox 
Photo Illustrations by Stephanie Graegin 
 

 

ISBN-13 
 

9780803740914 

BOOK DESCRIPTION: 
The children in this story find love in everyday things – in sunlight 
shining through leaves and cookies shared with friends – and learn 
that peace is all around, if you just look for it. 

MATERIALS: 
-Double journal template 
-Document camera/ELMO 

LEARNING GOALS: 
Students will listen, reflect and respond to a mentor text. Reflect 
on their role as peacemakers. Reflect on the role of peace and 
justice in living as joyful disciples. 

CATHOLIC CONNECTIONS: 
OCSGE: 
1 (a), (d), 2 (a), (c), a (b), (c), 5 (a) 
 
Catholic Social Teaching: Solidarity, Common Good, Promotion of 
Peace 
 
Scripture Focus: Matthew 25:34-40 
 
R.E. Curriculum: Hope Expectations BL 1,3; ML 1,5; LC 1,2; LSI 
 
Fully Alive Curriculum: Themes – 1, 2, 4, 5 

MINISTRY CURRICULUM LINKS: 
Oral 1.2, 1.3, 1.5, 1.7 
Reading 1.5, 1.7 
Writing 1.2, 1.5, 1.6 

MINDS ON (Before)                                     Approximately 10 minutes PAUSE & PONDER 

Students will: 
 

1. Using Notebook software/board/chart paper, introduce 
theme: Doing Justice and creating hope.  What is justice? 
What is hope? 

2. Introduce essential question: 
“What is the connection between doing justice and being a 
joyful disciple? 

3. Read Matthew 25:34-40 
4. Think/Pair/Share and record responses 

Doing justice, creating hope 
Jesus tells his followers that if 
they show an act of kindness to 
anyone, it is as if they did it to 
him (Matthew 25:40). Doing 
justice means that we are called 
to see Christ in others and to be 
Christ for others. To do justice, is 
to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus; to make sure everyone is 
treated fairly; to be 



peacemakers for making the 
world better for others. Peace 
begins with each of us. How can 
peace create hope? 

ACTION (During)                                          Approximately 25 minutes PAUSE & PONDER 

1. Use ELMO/document camera if available to project text 
and illustrations. 

 
2. Introduce the book. Read title and look at the cover of the 

book. Ask students: 
 

 What is peace? 
 Where does it come from? 
 How can you find it? 
 How can you keep it? 

 
Have students turn and talk with elbow partner. 

 
3. Record responses from questions on Notebook 

software/chart paper. 
 

4. Continue by reading to the book until the page where it  
Shows the family sitting on the bench looking across the 
river (911 moment). 
 

5. Students will again turn to elbow partner to 
think/pair/share and revisit questions. Ask for any 
interesting additions to responses. 

 
6. Continue reading to the 911 moment to the end of the 

text. 
 

7. Repeat step 5. 
 

Essential question: 
How do justice, hope and peace 
connect? 

CONSOLIDATION (After)                            Approximately 20 minutes PAUSE & PONDER 

Double Entry Journal (see attached BLM) 
 

1. As a large group, read over each of the quotes from Peace 
Begins With You template. 

 
2. Students move into pairs to talk about each of the quotes 

and then work collaboratively on written responses and 
connections. 

 
3. Each pair shares their responses with another pair. 

Encourage revisions and additions as thinking changes. 
 
 

Grand Conversation: 
Students may need scaffolding 
to support their written 
responses. Create opportunities 
for discussion and dialogue using 
the template as a thinking 
device for the students. 
 
www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacy 
numeracy/inspire/research/cbs_ 
grand_conversations_junor.pdf 
(link to “Grand Conversations in 
the Junior Classroom,” OME 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacy


Milling to Music 
 

1. Have each student choose one of the reflections that has 
the most personal meaning to them (from their template). 
Give them time to make any revisions or additions to their 
template. 

 
2. Explain that when the music starts, they are to begin 

milling around silently, but greeting each other as they 
pass by. Discuss how you greet each other as you walk by. 

 
3. Explain that when the music stops (or when you give the 

hand signal), each student is to stop and discuss their 
reflection with a student who is standing close by for 1 
minute. 

 
4. Each person has a turn to share (you may want to model 

this with a partner). 
 

5. Explain that when the music begins again, they are to 
repeat the process with another student. 

 
6. Repeat the process two more times. 

 
7. Once the students have finished milling to the music, have 

them reflect on the following question for their exit slip: 
 

 How can I offer peace as a joyful disciple? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Capacity Building Series 
Monograph, September 2011) 
 
Review Discussion Norms: 
-Make sure one person talks at a 
time. 
-Give others a chance to share 
their ideas. 
-If you don’t agree, speak up, but 
be polite and respectful. 
-Listen carefully. 
-What is the speaker really 
saying? Has the speaker finished 
speaking? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NAME: ________________________________________ Date: _______________ 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Scripture/Quotes 
 
 

 
 

Personal Reflection/Connection 
 
 

 
 

Peace can feel warm, bright and 
strong, or calm, cool and gentle. 

 

 
“If we have no peace, it is because we 
have forgotten that we belong to each 

other.” 
St. Mother Teresa 

 

 
 

Peace is being allowed to be 
different and letting others be 

different from you. 

 

 
 

Every day, people make choices 
about peace – at home, at school, 
at work. Their choices affect others 

as well as themselves. 

 



 
 

The best way to protect peace, 
whether in our homes or on a global 
level is to ensure that everyone is 

treated fairly. 

 

 
 

How can I be a peacemaker? 

 

 
 

“Truly, I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of the least of these, who are 

members of my family, you did it to 
me.” 

Matthew 25:40 

 

 
 

“… what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice and to love kindness 
and to walk humbly with your God?” 

Micah 6:8 

 

 
 

“To reach peace, teach peace.” 
St. John Paul II 

 

 
 

“Be the change you want to see in the 
world.” 

Mahatma Gandhi 

 

 


