
Catholic Culture Update for the week beginning November 18th, 2018                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

Quote to carry in your heart this week 

“You will show me the path of life.”  Psalm 16  
 

November 18th is the Thirtieth-third Sunday in Ordinary time.  “Practice of Hope – “When the liturgical year reaches a close, the 

readings urge us to remember that the cycle won’t always continue, not for individuals, not for the Church, not for the universe.  

Right before the end time, it won’t be pretty, but the pain will conclude in a long-awaited reunion with Christ.  ◊ For a good 

reflection on trials and tribulations, listen to this podcast from Fr. Charles Gordon at the Garaventa Center for Catholic Intellectual 

Life and American Culture: https://sites.up.edu/garaventa/33rd-sunday-in-ordinary-time-cycle-b-november-15-2015.  ◊ Reach out to 

someone you know who is in the middle of a crisis or a hard time.  It’s best not to say, “Everything will be alright,” but your presence 

and willingness to listen to their story will lead toward that conclusion.  ◊ If you are in the middle of your own trial – as a young 

person discerning your life, as a parent, or as an ailing elder, pray over the apocalyptic pattern – bad things happen and lead the way 

to advances and deeper glory.” AT HOME with WORD 2018. LTP, page 147 

 

“Scripture Insights > Reading the signs of the times!  The tone and words of today’s readings appear dark and troubling, but they are 

intended to offer us hope and expectation.  Our First Reading, from the prophet Daniel, looks forward to an afterlife when those 

faithful to God will rise to an eternal life.  This passage is the earliest reference in the Scriptures to hope in an individual resurrection.  

Today’s Gospel passage comes from a chapter in Mark’s Gospel in which Jesus speaks, for the entire chapter, about his Second 

Coming at the end of time.  Jesus uses images, pictures, and the imagination of the Jewish people to describe this event.  He is not 

giving a blueprint for exactly what is going to take place in the future.  Instead, by means of the images, he conveys a simple truth 

that he will return at the end of time.  We proclaim this truth in the Apostles Creed:  “I believe in the resurrection of the dead and 

the life of the world to come.”  Jesus’ words are not meant to be terrifying.  The apocalyptic imagery at least partly reflects the 

suffering and evil that people were already experiencing.  This evil will surely be vanquished when Christ returns, and this 

vanquishing of evil will surely entail some chaos before the dawn of peace.  As part of the Gospel, the Good News, Jesus’ words offer 

us the hope that we are destined for eternal life.  The Gospel calls on us to be watchful and to lead our lives in expectation of the 

master’s return.  When he will come is not important; what is important is that we lead our daily lives prepared to meet him when in 

fact he does return, as we pray daily in the Our Father, “Thy Kingdom come!”  We can be sure that the world as we know it will pass 

away, but one thing remains steadfast: “My words will not pass away!” 

▪  How does today’s Responsorial Psalm resonate with the Gospel? 

▪ Which words or images in these readings give hope? 

▪ How does the realization that all things are transitory help you know how to lead your daily life?” 
AT HOME with WORD 2018. LTP, page 147 

 

November 18
th

 is the second World Day of Poor as called for by Pope Francis.  The theme of this day is “This poor man cried and the 

Lord heard him.”  Read more at the Vatican website http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/poveri/documents/papa-

francesco_20180613_messaggio-ii-giornatamondiale-poveri-2018.html 

 

November 20
th

 is United Nations Universal Children’s Day, established in 1954 and is celebrated on November 20th each year to 
promote international togetherness, awareness among children worldwide, and improving children's welfare.  November 20th is an 
important date as it is the date in 1959 when the UN General Assembly adopted the Declaration of the Rights of the Child. It is also 
the date in 1989 when the UN General assembly adopted the Convention on the Rights of the Child.  Since 1990, Universal Children's 
Day also marks the anniversary of the date that the UN General Assembly adopted both the declaration and the convention on 
children's rights.  Mothers and fathers, teachers, nurses and doctors, government leaders and civil society activists, religious and 
community elders, corporate moguls and media professionals as well as young people and children themselves can play an 
important part in making Universal Children's Day relevant for their societies, communities and nations.  Universal Children's Day 
offers each of us an inspirational entry-point to advocate, promote and celebrate children's rights, translating into dialogues and 
actions that will build a better world for Children.  2018: Children are taking over and turning the world blue.  This year the world is 
going blue! We want to build a world where every child is in school, safe from harm and can fulfil their potential, and we know you 
do too.  World Children’s Day - a day for children, by children - is almost here and we want you to take part.  Get involved and 
#GoBlue 

 Celebrate by wearing blue clothing or accessories and share with the world on social media 

 Take part in the World’s Largest Lesson using the School Activity Packs 

https://sites.up.edu/garaventa/33rd-sunday-in-ordinary-time-cycle-b-november-15-2015
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/poveri/documents/papa-francesco_20180613_messaggio-ii-giornatamondiale-poveri-2018.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/poveri/documents/papa-francesco_20180613_messaggio-ii-giornatamondiale-poveri-2018.html
http://undocs.org/A/RES/1386%20(XIV)
http://undocs.org/A/RES/44/25
http://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/make-every-school-safe-to-learn/


 Transform your website and social media platforms by turning them blue for the day 

November 21 is the memorial of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  “The Gospel accounts tell of the Presentation of the 

Lord Jesus in the Temple but do not speak of the Presentation of Mary.  Nevertheless, Christians in the East and the West have 

observed a day in honour of Mary’s Presentation for centuries.  Many artists have depicted the scene: a tiny girl (Mary is said to have 

been three or four years old when she was presented in the Temple), climbing the steps to go into the Temple to offer herself to 

God.  This memorial speaks of Mary’s total openness to God.  God kept her free from sin from the moment of her conception, so 

that she, whose presentation in the Temple we commemorate today, would become a Temple of the Holy Spirit.” Companion to the 

Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 143  Mary, mother of God, pray for us.  Pray the Hail Mary 

today in thanksgiving for Mary’s yes to God. 
 

November 22
nd

 is the memorial of St. Cecilia, Virgin and Martyr.  “According to legend, St. Cecilia (c. third century) was beheaded 

because she would not forsake her vow of virginity and would not make sacrifices to the gods.  She is the patron saint of musicians, 

singers, and poets.  Her association with music is most likely related to a line from her passio (an account of her holy “passion,” her 

martyrdom), where she is said to have sung “in her heart to Christ” as the musicians played at her wedding.  Upon its foundation in 

1584, the Academy of Music in Rome declared her the patron saint of musicians.  St. Cecilia’s popularity grew so much that several 

hymns were written in her honour, and her life is referenced in Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales.” Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the 

Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 144  St. Cecilia, inspire us to sing praise to God.  To honour Cecilia sing your 

favourite song today. 

 

November 23-24 is the Novalis Sale at the Board Office.  Advent resources, spirituality books, gifts at very good prices.  It starts at 

10:00 – 4:00.  It will be set up in the chapel but on Saturday, please use the board office main door to gain entry.   
 

Sharing the Good News – a quote for the week 
“Take the word of God with you as you go.” Christopher Walker 

 
Ontario Catholic Student Graduate Expectations – A discerning believer formed in the Catholic faith community who respects the 
faith traditions, world religions and the life-journeys of all people of good will.  Unfortunately, this is a value that is not being 
practised by many in our world.  There are so many conflicts where one group’s traditions are not respected and not only not 
accepted but the group is being persecuted, for example the Rohingya Muslims are being forced out of Myanmar.  It is a 
predominantly Buddhist country.   
 
Catholic Character Education and the Virtues + Wisdom, la sagesse, Nibwaakaawin 

A quote to inspire wisdom > “A friend is someone who gives you total freedom to be yourself.” Jim Morrison   

 
Living Our Mission Statement 
We strive to provide an enduring education that reflects the essence of our Catholic traditions.  These are the treasury of all things 
Catholic like:  sacramentals, prayers, liturgical colours, liturgical calendar, songs, etc.  These beauties have been passed from 
generation to generation and now it is our turn to introduce and reinforce them with our students. 
 
Staff Self-Care Tip of the Week – visit the Staff well-being toolkit on the LMS 
  
Christian Meditation Insight – “Daily Wisdom – The gospel insight is of great importance and urgency for our time, when we have 

sunk so deep into a culture of narcissism and self-fixation, an exaggerated self-importance linked at the same time to a very low self-

esteem and insecurity.  In that narcissistic state, we are constantly having to assert and to convince ourselves and others (it becomes 

embarrassingly transparent if you are a public figure) that I am legitimate, that I am great, that I am the best person in this room.  

This self-absorption is an absorption in a kind of personality or in a kind of self that is tragically weak, fragile and volatile.  Culturally 

it begins to form a new kind of barbarism because it absorbs so much of our psychic energy.  It involves eventually losing the 

historical perspective of our own lives or of the culture, and a fear, a loss of belief in the continuity of our lives or our work or our 

families – the terror of living in the moment in the wrong way.  (Finding Oneself, Meditatio Series 2017 C) 

Supportive Environments and Well Being – Strategic Direction of the Multi Year Strategic Plan “Safety is a shared responsibility. 
You, your colleagues, and the board together are responsible for providing a safe, secure, and healthy environment for all students 



and employees. Cold weather response refers to practices that everyone can do that help prevent injury and discomfort during the 
winter months. 
“As Canadians living in Northern Ontario, we can expect to encounter some stretches of cold weather and increased hours of 
darkness. The following are some basic steps you can take to stay safe and comfortable. Environment Canada has provided much of 
this advice:  
1. Access weather forecasts regularly. Pay special attention to wind chill warnings, since they can affect how cold it will actually feel. 
2. Plan ahead. On particularly cold days, schools are required to take special precautions to keep activities indoors. These are 
outlined in the following section. As an additional precaution to address unexpected power failures, all administrators should ensure 
their workplaces have portable temperature gauges on site, as well as multiple flashlights.  
3. Dress warmly and encourage others to do the same. Where possible, dress in layers and wear a wind resistant outer layer. Warm 
hats, mitts, gloves, and footwear are musts if you plan to be outdoors for any period of time. The body’s extremities (e.g., ears, nose, 
fingers, toes) lose heat the fastest, so keep them especially well protected.  
4. Limit time spent outdoors. If you must be outside during bouts of frigid temperatures, pay attention to the time and try to stay 
out of the wind as much as possible.  
5. Keep active by walking around, jogging on the spot, clapping your hands, playing games, or doing other simple activities that will 
generate body heat. Such activities can also help to keep your mood bright and your energy level high.”  Taken from Safety Release from 

Rose Burton Spohn 

 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 2012 Calls to Action 
“In order to redress the legacy of residential schools and advance the process of Canadian reconciliation, the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission makes the following calls to action. 
Education for Reconciliation 
63. We call upon the Council of Ministers of Education, Canada to maintain an annual commitment to Aboriginal education issues, 
including:  i. Developing and implementing Kindergarten to Grade Twelve curriculum and learning resources on Aboriginal peoples in 
Canadian history, and the history and legacy of residential schools.  This is the second year of implementation of the revised Social 
Studies curriculum in Grade 4 – 8.  There are many resources in every school that the Indigenous Education Plan has purchased.  
These books, many available in French as well as English, will provide support to teachers in these grades.  Mona just gave the 
schools a book titled, Go Show the World by Wab Kinew. 
 
Twenty-first Century Learning 
http://shareourpride.reconciliation.org.au/sections/respectful-relationships/ > resources about reconciliation from Australia 
 
www.SPIRIT4Teens.wordpress.com – a website for Catholic teens who can subscribe to receive news items, tags like Faith in Action, 
spirituality, etc. 
 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection - find Grade 1-3, 4-6, 7-8 and family activities to 
do with the Sunday readings at Mass 
 
https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2018/11/getting-children-involved-in-a-prayer-service/?utm_source> Getting your class 
involved in prayer service in your class or as part of a school prayer service   
 
https://ingeniumcanada.org/aviation/education/legacy-series.php?utm_source - The Canada Aviation and Space Museum is 
pleased to present The Legacy Series, a collection of free teaching tools to engage your students in powerful stories of the Second 
World War during Remembrance Week, Nov. 3-11, 2018. [particularly useful for Grade 10-12 social science classes] 
 
http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation > This is a site for Christian Meditation for teachers and students 

alike. 

 
www.CARFLEO.com  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade  

 

https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources > Resources for teaching difficult topics in history 

 
Saints Kit – All the saints of the Roman Calendar and More by Sister Mary Kathleen Glavich, S.N.D., and other Sisters of Notre Dame, Chardon 

“St. Columban – Feast Day November 23   Zeal is a word we associate with missionaries and people inflamed with the love of 

God.  Zeal can win many followers for Christ.  It can also stir up enemies – people who do not want to hear how their lives must 
change.  Columban, one of the greatest Irish missionaries who laboured in Europe, was a man filled with zeal.  He came to know the 
joy and hardships of working for Christ.  Columban was born in Ireland before the middle of the sixth century.  He entered a 
monastery and led a life of prayer and study for thirty years.  Then in the year 591, he and twelve companions were sent to Europe 

http://shareourpride.reconciliation.org.au/sections/respectful-relationships/
http://www.spirit4teens.wordpress.com/
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection%20-%20find%20Grade%201-3
https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2018/11/getting-children-involved-in-a-prayer-service/?utm_source
https://ingeniumcanada.org/aviation/education/legacy-series.php?utm_source
https://ingeniumcanada.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fdac0a5726fc6ab2fdf66597f&id=78e5b37607&e=189a7dee98
https://ingeniumcanada.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fdac0a5726fc6ab2fdf66597f&id=c00411a932&e=189a7dee98
http://wccm.org/
http://www.carfleo.com/
https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources


as missionaries.  They made their way through France, Switzerland, and eventually Italy.  Everywhere they went, they established 
the monasteries that were to become the centers for Christianity, learning and prayer.  Columban wrote a strict rule for these 
monasteries, and he tried to reform the lives of the clergy, nobility, and lay people.  He attacked abuses and evil wherever he saw 
them.  He spoke out loudly against the immorality that was so common among the royalty.  Finally Columban was exiled for pointing 
out the king’s sins and for criticizing the local bishops because they did not speak out against him, too.  While Columban was being 
deported, he was shipwrecked and ended up in Italy.  There he found friends.  He founded a monastery in Bobbio, and it was there 
he died.  St. Columban, pray that we may seek God above all else and work for the spread of the faith!”  Card 166 

 

CATHOLIC I.Q. – Quizzes for Fun and Learning by David O’Brien – Catechist October 2018 page 18-19 

Sacramental Celebrations – Test your knowledge of the Christian mysteries 

1.  The Eucharist we receive at Mass is the body, blood, soul, and ________________________ of Christ. 

A.  divinity  B.  will   C.  miracles   D.  resurrection 

 

2.  Although there are _______________________ sacraments, most Catholics may only receive six in their lifetimes. 

A. eight   B.  three   C.  twelve   D.  seven 

 

3.  After the Mass, the consecrated hosts are placed inside the _______________________. 

A.  sacristy  B.  rectory  C.  tabernacle   D.  cathedral 

 

4.  ________________________ is one of the patron saints of first communicants. 

A.  Blaise  B.  Imelda Lamertini C.  Catherine of Siena  D.  Elizabeth of Hungary 

 

5.  Jesus said, “Do this _________________________ of me” at the Last Supper when he celebrated the first Mass.  

A.  in imitation  B. in fear  C.  instead   D.  in memory 

 

CATHOLIC I.Q. – Quizzes for Fun and Learning by David O’Brien – Catechist October 2018 page 18-19 

Sacramental Celebrations – Test your knowledge of the Christian mysteries 

1.  Marriage is a sacrament of vocation.        T or F 

 

2.  Jesus continues to forgive, heal and spiritually feed Catholics today through the _______________________. 

A.  Jewish Scriptures B.  funeral  C.  Catechism   D.  sacraments 

 

3.  Oil used for anointing at Confirmation and Baptism is called ______________________. 

A.  perfumed oil  B.  chrism  C.  canola oil   D.  spikenard 

 

4.  Deacons, priests, and bishops receive the sacrament of ______________________ to serve the Church with God’s power. 

A.  Holy Orders  B.  Matrimony  C.  preaching   D.  leadership 

 

5.  The Mass has two main parts:  The Liturgy of the ________________________ and the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 

A.  Music  B.  Word   C.  Homily   D.  Adults 

 

      

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Pat Carter 

John Tucker Must Die (2006) – this movie features Jesse Metcalfe and Brittany Snow.  It is a romantic comedy for adolescents.  This 

good looking boy is two-timing many girls in his school and a team of girls try to bring him down.  I was intrigued by the title of the 

movie.  But after a while I started to feel sorry for John Tucker, which as a feminist, I never thought would happen.  When we act out 

of spite and revenge, it does not go as we thought.  I give this movie /5 hearts.   

 

 

 

 



A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

Journeys to Justice:  Reflections on Canadian Christian Activism by John Gunn.  This is a non-fiction.  It tells the historical 

development of Canadian Christian works focussed on social justice.  This activity came out of the Second Vatican Council’s 

establishment of Development & Peace and ecumenical works that came to be in order to address justice issues.  Each chapter is 

about a different justice work.  John Gunn edited the chapters which are written by those who worked within the various groups.  I 

give this book ☺☺☺☺☺/5 happy faces  

 

 

 

Catholic WORD of the Week – For Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits at the movies  
“Ecclesiology – The study of the Church in all her dimensions, with emphasis on her nature, mission and structure.  Scholars have 

pointed out that ecclesiology is essentially a synthesis of other branches of theology, since it is dependent on correct Trinitarian, 

Christological, patristic and even Mariological thought.  Valid ecclesiology begins with the Church’s self-understanding as revealed in 

apostolic writings, conciliar documents and the like.  It acknowledges that God has revealed and continues to reveal His will for the 

definition and direction of the Church.  Among the essential elements of Catholic ecclesiology are the doctrines that the Church is 

the Body of Christ, the People of God, founded on the Apostle Peter and under the pastoral care and universal episcopate of his 

successors.  The Church is one, holy, catholic and apostolic, and carries out Christ’s work for the redemption of humankind.  These 

basic teachings have been taught from the Apostolic Age and were reaffirmed vigorously in Lumen Gentium (LG), the Dogmatic 

Constitution of the Church issued at the Second Vatican Council.  The same document admitted weakness within the Church.  The 

Lord “came to call sinners.”  Thus, the Church, “clasping sinners to her bosom, at once holy and always in need of purification, 

follows constantly the path of penance and renewal” (LG, n. 8). ” Our Sunday’s Visitor Catholic Encyclopedia, page 338-339 


