
Catholic Culture Update for the week beginning October 28th, 2018                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

Quote to carry in your heart this week 

“We are filled with joy.”  Psalm 126  
 

October 28th is the Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary time.  “Practice of Charity – “At every time in our life, God is trying to bring us 

back from exile to guide us to wholeness.  But as with the blind man Bartimaeus, a key to our healing is a faithful response to God’s 

loving presence.  ◊ For ideas about how you or someone you love might respond to God’s personal offer of healing to you, go to 

www.vocationnetwork.org.  There, take the Vocation Match survey, which is for those who are single, married, widowed, and 

divorced.  The survey will suggest organizations you can contact for a possible life of service.  ◊ This time of year, many parishes have 

people in the process of responding to God’s call through the process of Christian initiation or sacramental preparation.  They are 

discerning, praying, and being formed by the community to take their place in the Body of Christ through the Roman Catholic 

Church.  ◊ Pray for those in this process and prayerfully let their search inspire your ongoing response to God.” AT HOME with WORD 

2018. LTP, page 141 

 

“Scripture Insights > “In the midst of devastating wars and deportation among the nations, the prophet Jeremiah offers his people 

God’s vision for the future.  God promises to unite his people from the places to which they have been scattered.  And in particular, 

God shows special concern for the most vulnerable of society by “gathering them from the ends of the world, with the blind and the 

lame in their midst, the mothers and those with child.”  Today’s Gospel reading shows Jeremiah’s vision being realized.  By healing 

the blind man, Jesus fulfills Jeremiah’s prophecy: “The blind and the lame in their midst” follow Jesus into Jerusalem where he will 

establish God’s Kingdom.  As Jesus passes through Jericho (some fifteen miles from Jerusalem), Bartimaeus, who is blind, is among 

the crowd lining the street.  He shouts out: “Jesus, son of David, have pity on me.”  The scene is vivid and contains significant 

aspects.  Bartimaeus is persistent – he is desperate and knows that Jesus can help him.  Jesus calls Bartimaeus over, and the man’s 

response is immediate – he rushes over to Jesus, Jesus asks him simply: “What do you want me to do for you?”  His reply is direct: 

“Master, I want to see.”  Jesus sends him away telling him, “Your faith has saved you.”  Bartimaeus regains his sight and follows  

Jesus.  Bartimaeus demonstrates the characteristics of a true disciple:  persistent request, immediate response, faith, and dedication.  

In last Sunday’s Gospel the disciples’ ambition prevented them from seeing and understanding:  they were spiritually blind to Jesus’ 

message.  Today’s account of the blind beggar, Bartimaeus, offers a contrasting picture of the qualities of authentic discipleship.  The 

true disciple sees more clearly, appeals to Christ for help, places faith in Christ as the only source of life and light, and is dedicated to 

following Christ. 

▪  How does the Gospel’s portrait of Bartimaeus as a true disciple echo your discipleship?  How does if offer you encouragement?  

▪  How might today’s Responsorial Psalm be a fitting prayer for Bartimaeus after Jesus has healed him?  How might it touch you in 

your current circumstances? 

▪  What insights does the Second Reading offer about Jesus?” AT HOME with WORD 2018. LTP, page 141 

 
October 28th is Brunch for a Cause at the Verdi Grand Gardens location from 11:00 – 2:00 for $25.00.  The Cause is the United Way 
campaign – Show Your Local Love.  See you there! 
 
October 30th is Trick or Treat at Algoma University for non-perishable food items for the Food Bank at Algoma University.  It starts at 
5:00-8:00 p.m.  United Way volunteers are going to be present.  I will be there.  There will be hotdogs sold if you want to get supper 
there.   
 
October 31st is Halloween. “By the end of October, in most of North America and Europe, days have become short and cold. The 
Church keeps two great festivals at this dark time of year – All Saints and All Souls, the first and second days of November. And, like 
every other Christian festival, the holiday begins at sunset on the day before. An old name for All Saints’ Day was All Hallowmas. 
(“Hallow” is another word for saint.) The eve of All Saints was called All Hallows’ Eve, which got shortened to Halloween (from 
Hallowe’en, i.e., Hallows evening). This festival has an interesting history. Many of the peoples of northern Europe divided the year 
into four seasons based on the length of days, but these were a bit different from the seasons as we know them. “Winter” was the 
period of the shortest days. It began on November 1 and ended on February 1. On this night, huge bonfires were lighted on hilltops 
to welcome the dead who would return home for a bit of comfort by the warm hearthside. Food was set out. Any stranger was 
welcomed into the home. Who knew? Maybe the stranger was really a dead relative. But the annual return of the dead brought 
trouble, too. Not all of them were friendly. So everyone stayed together all night for protection, and they told stories of the dead 
and of narrow escapes from cranky ghosts. People dressed up like the dead to make any ghostly visitors feel more welcome and also 

http://www.vocationnetwork.org/


to confuse the angry ones. In the earliest days of Christianity, the remembrance of the dead and the celebration of the saints was 
kept at Easter Time, because we Christians look forward to the day of resurrection of all who have died. But in the tenth century in 
western Europe, the Church began to keep the remembrance of the dead in November, in autumn, when it seems as if the earth 
itself is dying. In most of Europe, Halloween is strictly a religious event. Sometimes in North America the church’s traditions are lost 
or confused. Still, All Hallows’ Eve has been kept by the Church for over 1,000 years. Halloween night still can be a Christian 
celebration, kept as the holy eve of All Saints’ Day. Halloween customs reflect the Gospel. Trick-or-treat is just good, old-fashioned 
hospitality. In the name of Christ, we welcome all who knock on our doors. Walking in the streets in masks and costumes reminds us 
of our journey to heaven. Once our journey is done, we will take our masks off and see ourselves as we truly are – the beloved 
children of God, the saints in glory.” Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 134 Holy 
Spirit guide all the trick-or-treaters so they are safe and have a fun time.  
 
Month of November – “The name for the eleventh month really means “the ninth month.” In the ancient Roman calendar 
November was the ninth month because the year began in March. In Church tradition, November is a month to remember the dead 
and to pray for them. The month begins with All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day. Either in the last days of November or the first days 
of December, Advent begins. In folklore, November had a strange name. It was called Gossamer, which means “goose summer.” 
That meant something like “Indian Summer,” which is a time of warm weather after the first frost. Saint Martin’s Day, the eleventh 
day of the eleventh month, was a time to feast on roast goose. Perhaps that’s where “goose summer” comes from.” Companion to the 

Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 135  
 

October 31 and throughout November – Ghost Feasts/Supper – is an Indigenous tradition that some of our students may participate 

in at this time of year. “A ghost supper is a feast that combines celebration and commemoration of what we’re thankful for, and to 

show respect for our ancestors,” Winnay Wemigwase said. “It’s one of those traditions that our whole community still practices ... 

it’s really fun, which I think has helped it to stay at the forefront of our active culture today.” “These suppers, according to 

Wemigwase, cultural preservation director for the tribe, date back hundreds of years, and are a way for tribal members to honor 

their ancestors who have “walked on.” http://articles.petoskeynews.com/2009-11-27/supper_24015692 

 

November 1st is the Solemnity of All Saints. “On this day, the Church honours all the saints, those who have finished the race and 
now rejoice in God’s presence. We honour the towering figures like Sts. Peter, Paul, Augustine, Francis and Thérèse of the Child 
Jesus, and we honour the humble saints as well, those whose names are known to few or to none: the grandparents and ancestors, 
the friends and teachers who lived their faith to the full and inspired faith in others. This is a day to celebrate them all. An 
observance in honour of all the saints has been celebrated on November 1st since at least the seventh century, and it originated even 
earlier, with a feast in honour of all martyrs in the year 359. “Why should our praise and glorification, or even the celebration of this 
feast day mean anything to the saints?” asked St. Bernard of Clairvaux in a home on All Saints’ Day. “Clearly, if we venerate their 
memory, it serves us, not them. But I tell you, when I think of them, I feel myself inflamed with a tremendous yearning. Calling the 
saints to mind inspires, or rather arouses in us, above all else, a longing to enjoy their company…. We long to share in the citizenship 
of heaven to dwell with the spirits of the blessed…. In short, we long to be united in happiness with all the saints” (Office of 
Readings, Volume IV, p. 1526). All holy men and women, saints of God, pray for us.” Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, 

and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 137 Pray for the wisdom to be a Saint!  
 
November 2nd is the Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed (All Souls’ Day). “Why would we doubt that our offerings for the 

dead bring them some consolation? Let us not hesitate to help those who have died and to offer our prayers for them,” said St. John 

Chrysostom (Catechism of the Catholic Church [CCC], 1032). On the day after All Saints comes All Souls, the Commemoration of the 

Faithful Departed, in which the Church prays for all who have died. As Catholics, we believe in Purgatory, that cleansing fire through 

which must pass “all who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified” (CCC, 1030). Today, we pray for them, 

trusting that God will hear and answer our prayers that they know eternal light, happiness, and peace. As we remember and pray for 

our loved ones who have died, the reality that we ourselves must one day die is also brought home to us as a gentle, insistent 

reminder. In Mexico, the Dia de los Muertos or The Day of the Dead is a way of praying for our ancestors, remembering and 

celebrating them, and making friends with death. As St. Ambrose wrote, “Death is then no cause for mourning, for it is the cause of 

[humanity’s] salvation. Death is not something to be avoided, for the Son of God did not think it beneath his dignity, nor did he seek 

to escape it” (Office of Readings, Volume IV, p. 1539). May the souls of all the faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in 

peace.” Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 138 Pray for someone who has lost a 

friend or relative this past year. 

 

November 3rd is the memorial of St. Martin de Porres, Religious. “St. Martin de Porres (1579-1639) had a special love for the 

marginalized in society; he knew what it was like to feel unaccepted. As the son of an unwed couple, a Spanish knight and a freed 

slave from Panama, he hardly fit the norm. His father essentially disowned him because he inherited his mother’s features, primarily 

http://articles.petoskeynews.com/2009-11-27/supper_24015692


her skin colour. Instead of wallowing in his own pain, he chose to become a Dominican brother, focusing on ministry to the 

“forgotten” in society. St. Martin, called the “father of charity,” cared for sick people in the monastery, fed the needy with food from 

the monastery, and began a home for abandoned children. He had a close friendship with St. Rose of Lima and is considered patron 

saint of racial justice.” Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 138 St. Martin nudge us 

toward goodness when we move toward judgment of others. Be aware of your interior judgments today! 
 

 

Living in Community – a quote for the week 
The best portion of your life will be the small, nameless moments you spend smiling with someone who matters to you.   Anonymous 

from http://www.sevenquotes.com/  

 
Ontario Catholic Student Graduate Expectations – A discerning believer formed in the Catholic faith community who speaks the 
language of life… “recognizing that life is an unearned gift and that a person entrusted with life does not own it but that one is called 
to protect and cherish it.”  One way to endorse this expectation is to remind our students that they are created in the image and 
likeness of God and they possess human dignity that no one can take away from them.  It is the foundational concept of Social 
Catholic teachings. 
 
Catholic Character Education and the Virtues + Wisdom, la sagesse, Nibwaakaawin 

During the month of November we strive to grow in the virtue of wisdom, la sagesse or nibwaakaawin.  Wisdom is one of the four 

cardinal virtues that means the other moral virtues hinge on wisdom.  “[Wisdom] is the ability to figure out what is right in a 

practical situation and to act on it.” Growing in Christian Morality page 44.  

Living Our Mission Statement 
We are dedicated to excellence in education and the desire to live the values of Jesus.  What does Jesus value?  Loving the person 
everyone excluded.  Sharing good meals.  Being a healing presence.  Faithfulness not achievement.  Goodness and kindness.  All of 
living as JOYFUL disciples. 
 
Staff Self-Care Tip of the Week – Appreciate the sun when it comes from behind the clouds.  Consider taking Vitamin D supplements 
in the winter when the sun does not shine as much. 
  
Christian Meditation Insight – “Daily Wisdom – When we enter the silence in that deep way, a different way of knowing is 
activated: we leave our purely rational, logical consciousness behind and begin to understand with a higher, intuitive kind of 
knowing, direct and immediate, often called by early theologians ‘The Eye of the Heart’. We have accessed the inner source of true 
wisdom, the consciousness of Christ in our heart. The more we enter the silence and stillness of meditation, the clearer our intuitive 
understanding becomes. We just ‘know’. This spills over in our ordinary life and more and more we follow the voice of our intuition.” 
Our Interior Senses – from the Weekly Teachings Archive – Year 1 Letter 31 
 

Student Achievement – Strategic Direction of the Multi Year Strategic Plan 
I asked the Grade 6 classes to have a discussion in September about what it means to live as a joyful disciple then to select one 
person who lives as a joyful disciple and tell me why this person is joyful.  This one class chose a classmate “Quinn who is joyful 
because he never looks at the negatives. He is a kind, caring, funny and happy person. He always like to learn new things, and he’s 
always around, loving everything especially gym with his classmates.  This shows us that if he can be happy, so can we!”  This class is 
compassionate, inclusive and understands the true meaning of living as joyful disciples.   
 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 2012 Calls to Action 
“In order to redress the legacy of residential schools and advance the process of Canadian reconciliation, the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission makes the following calls to action. 
Education for Reconciliation 
62. We call upon the federal, provincial, and territorial governments, in consultation and collaboration with Survivors, Aboriginal 
peoples, and educators, to:  
ii. Provide the necessary funding to post-secondary institutions to educate teachers on how to integrate Indigenous knowledge and 
teaching methods into classrooms. 
 
Twenty-first Century Learning 
www.TheSacredPage.com – a blog about the Bible and Catholic Theology, written by four professors of Scripture and Theology. 
 
www.BibleStudyForCatholics.com/blog - the Great Adventure blog is created for Bible enthusiastics. 
 

http://www.sevenquotes.com/
http://www.thesacredpage.com/
http://www.biblestudyforcatholics.com/blog


https://ingeniumcanada.org/aviation/education/legacy-series.php?utm_source - The Canada Aviation and Space Museum is 
pleased to present The Legacy Series, a collection of free teaching tools to engage your students in powerful stories of the Second 
World War during Remembrance Week, Nov. 3-11, 2018. [particularly useful for Grade 10-12 social science classes] 
 
http://www.eoccc.org/ - This is the website for the Eastern Ontario Catholic Curriculum Corporation.  It is the site for the OCSGE 

resource that was shown at the afternoon session of Faith Day. 

 

http://catholiccurriculumcorp.org/ This is the website for the central Ontario Catholic Curriculum Corporation.  There are many 

valuable resources available here too. 

 

http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation > This is a site for Christian Meditation for teachers and students 

alike. 

 
www.CARFLEO.com  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade  

 

https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources > Resources for teaching difficult topics in history 

 
Saints Kit – All the saints of the Roman Calendar and More by Sister Mary Kathleen Glavich, S.N.D., and other Sisters of Notre Dame, Chardon 

“St. Simon and St. Jude – St. Simon and St. Jude were apostles who left all they had to follow Jesus.  Simon was also known as 

“the Zealot” to distinguish him from Simon Peter.  Zealots were a Jewish group who believed that the promise of the Messiah meant 
a free and independent Jewish nation where they would never have to pay taxes to the Romans again.  Some Zealots were 
concerned that the spiritual ideal of their religion be kept, but others acted like terrorists by raiding, killing, and rioting.  Jude 
Thaddeus was supposedly a fisherman.  In Scripture he is called the brother of James, probably James the Less.  Along with ten other 
men, Simon and Jude followed Jesus, lived with him, fled when he underwent his passion, and rejoined him when he rose from the 
dead.  At Pentecost they were filled with the spirit and a burning desire to spread the Good News to all.  Jude supposedly traveled to 
Mesopotamia to preach, and Simon went to Egypt.  Both Simon and Jude are said to have preached the Gospel in Persia, modern-
day Iran, where they were both martyred.  Jude has been pictured with a club, the instrument of his death, and with a flame over his 
head to show the Spirit’s coming upon him at Pentecost.  Simon is pictured with a fish, the symbol the early Christians used to 
identify themselves secretly as Christians.  (The Greek initials for “Jesus Christ, God’s Son, Saviour” spell fish.)  Both saints have 
special shields.  Jude’s shield is read with a sailboat that has a cross on the mast.  Simon has a red shield bearing two oars and a 
hatchet.  Traditionally St. Jude the apostle is identified as the author of the Letter of Jude in the Christian Scriptures.  He has also 
come to be known as the saint of hopeless cases.  Both apostles are mentioned in Eucharistic Prayer 1.  St. Simon and St. Jude, pray 
for us!”  Card 153 

 

CATHOLIC I.Q. – Quizzes for Fun and Learning by David O’Brien – Catechist October 2018 page 18-19 

Doing Good, Acting Justly – Exploring social doctrine 

1.  Pope Francis said: “Modern man listens more willingly to witnesses than to teachers, and if he does listen to teachers, it is 

because they are witness.”          T or F 

 

2.  The first ____________________ shared all their money and property to make sure everyone had enough. 

A.  millionaries  B.  Christians  C.  English kings   D.  country music singers 

 

3.  _____________________ means that we are part of one human family so we need to help one another. 

A.  Armageddon  B.  School spirit  C.  Solidarity   D.  Peer pressure 

 

4.  After Pope John XXIII died, Pope _____________________ was elected by the cardinals to lead the Church. 

A.  Paul VI  B.  Francis  C.  Benedict   D.  John Paul I 

 

5.  By serving those in need, we are serving ________________________. 

A.  Pope Francis  B.  Jesus   C.  the Church   D.  the United Way 

 

CATHOLIC I.Q. – Quizzes for Fun and Learning by David O’Brien – Catechist October 2018 page 18-19 

Doing Good, Acting Justly – Exploring social doctrine 

https://ingeniumcanada.org/aviation/education/legacy-series.php?utm_source
https://ingeniumcanada.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fdac0a5726fc6ab2fdf66597f&id=78e5b37607&e=189a7dee98
https://ingeniumcanada.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fdac0a5726fc6ab2fdf66597f&id=c00411a932&e=189a7dee98
http://www.eoccc.org/
http://catholiccurriculumcorp.org/
http://wccm.org/
http://www.carfleo.com/
https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources


1.  According to Catholic social teaching, people are more important than things.    T or F 

 

2.  St. Thomas Aquinas defined _____________________ as “willing the good for another.” 

A.  love   B.  sportsmanship C.  wishful thinking  D.  social justice 

 

3.  Pope Paul VI famously wrote the encyclical entitled _______________________ explain the Catholic teaching on artificial birth 

control. 

A.  Be Fruitful and Multiply   C.  Rerum Novarium 

B.  The Song of Songs    D.  Humanae Vitae 

4.  By _________________________, we contribute to God’s creation of the universe. 

A.  singing  B.  eating  C.  dreaming   D.  working 

 

5.  Ignoring Catholic social doctrine is a mortal sin. 

             T or F 

 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Pat Carter 

Kindergarten Cop – released some time ago, it was on TV so I decided to watch it again.  I have never been a fan of Arnold but in this 

role I found him quite funny.  I think every teacher can imagine what it would be like for a non-teacher to be sent into a classroom of 

wild children.  In fact many of my “Back-to-school” nightmares have been about this very scenario. I particularly like how the 

children once given some lessons in discipline learn to appreciate it and their teacher.  I give this movie ♥♥♥♥/5 hearts.   

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

Motorcycles and Sweetgrass by Drew Hayden Taylor.   This is a hilarious book about indigenous culture.  Amazon’s book summary 

says: “Otter Lake is a sleepy Anishnawbe community where little happens. Until the day a handsome stranger pulls up astride a 1953 

Indian Chief motorcycle – and turns Otter Lake completely upside down. Maggie, the Reserve’s chief, is swept off her feet, but Virgil, 

her teenage son, is less than enchanted. Suspicious of the stranger’s intentions, he teams up with his uncle Wayne – a master of 

aboriginal martial arts – to drive the stranger from the Reserve. And it turns out that the raccoons are willing to lend a hand.” It is a 

mystery like none other.  I caught myself laughing out loud at the antics of the raccoons and Wayne and Virgil.  I give this book 

☺☺☺☺☺/5 happy faces  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catholic WORD of the Week – For Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits at the movies. 
“Baptismal Name – There is evidence from the third century that adults changed their names in honour of the Apostles or Jewish 

Scriptural figures when they were baptized.  Some parents gave their offspring names of martyrs or Christian virtues at Baptism, 

although a Christian name was not mandatory until the fourteenth century,  The current Baptismal Rite no longer requires a saint’s 

name, although it forbids any name obviously anti-Christian.”  Our Sunday’s Visitor Catholic Encyclopedia, page 115 


