
Catholic Culture Update for the week beginning October 7th, 2018                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

Quote to carry in your heart this week 

“Practise your smile!” David Wells  
 

October 7th is the Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary time.  “Practice of Charity – “It is not good for the [human] to be alone.”  In 

the original plan of creation, which Jesus seeks to restore, marriage is an unbreakable covenant bond, like the relationship between 

God and his people.  We are meant to be closely united with others, not alone.  But many people, especially those elders who have 

lost a spouse, deal with great loneliness.  ◊ Read section 13 of St. John Paul’s 1999 “Letter to the Elderly”: 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/letters/1999/documents/hf_jp-ii_let_01101999_elderly.html.  The pope, himself 

feeling the effects of old age, pours compassion on those who are alone.  ◊ Chances are, your parish or diocese has programs for 

outreach to elderly people.  …Volunteer at your local retirement community.  Sit with an elder and listen to their stories.  ◊ Ask an 

elderly friend at your parish to become a prayer partner; visit to pray, pray over the phone, or just keep each other’s intentions in 

mind.” AT HOME with WORD 2018. LTP, page 135 

 

“Scripture Insights > “Marriage was part of God’s plan from the very beginning of creation.  Today’s First Reading from the Book of 

Genesis opens with a religious reflection on the creation of woman.  The context for her creation is the simple proclamation that “It 

is not good for the man to be alone.  I will make a suitable partner for him.”  Through the specific body imagery of this story, a clear 

message emerges that man and woman complement each other.  Through the bond that joins them together they “become one 

body”:  “This is why a man leaves his father and mother and clings to his wife, and the two of them “become one flesh.”  In the 

Gospel, Jesus continues journeying toward Jerusalem.  Some scholars of the Jewish Law pose a question to Jesus about divorce.  In 

the Book of Deuteronomy 24:1, Moses allowed a man to divorce his wife if “he is later displeased with her and finds in her 

something indecent.”  Legal scholars of that time argued passionately over what concrete circumstances would permit such a 

decision.  Without entering into the disputes, Jesus returns to God’s original intent in creating man and woman by quoting the 

passage in the First Reading.  God intends “the two become one flesh.”  In effect Jesus says that from the creation of the world 

marriage is meant to establish absolute permanency and deep unity.  This bond is never to be broken.  In doing so Jesus makes a 

commitment to the equality of man and woman.  While his own Jewish tradition allowed a man to divorce his wife, by returning to 

God’s original plan for man and woman to become “one flesh,” Jesus rejects divorce and raises the status of the woman, who is an 

equal partner to the man. 

▪ What does the First Reading regard as the purpose for marriage? 

▪ Find specific words that illustrate how today’s readings celebrate the equality of man and woman. 

▪ What issues in today’s culture challenge Jesus’ vision of marriage?  How might one find that God’s grace enables one to overcome 

these challenges?  What wisdom from these readings might inform other relationships besides marriage?” 

” AT HOME with WORD 2018. LTP, page 135 

 

October 8th is Thanksgiving Day. “Few people know that the first formal Thanksgiving service in North America was celebrated in 
Newfoundland in 1578 by Sir John Frobisher and the European settlers after their safe landing.  However, Thanksgiving Day didn’t 
become an annual event in Canada until much later.  The tradition returned to the province of Nova Scotia with travelers who had 
celebrated Thanksgiving Day in New England.  The tradition spread to the rest of the country, and in 1879 a day of thanksgiving for a 
good harvest and other blessings became an official holiday in Canada.  Traditional Thanksgiving feasts include dinners of venison, 
waterfowl, and other wild fame, as well as other North American foods, such as wild rice, corn, cranberries, and potatoes.”  
Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 123-124  Loving God, thank you for how you 
give all good things to us. Call or tell someone you are grateful > someone you haven’t told in a long time. 
 

October 10th is World Mental Health Day.  “Young people and mental Health in a changing world:  World Mental Health Day is 

observed on 10 October every year, with the overall objective of raising awareness of mental health issues and mobilizing efforts 

in support of better mental health.”  Watch this video on Youtube to understand this year’s theme.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wv4DXKE1RHI  

October 10th is also World Homeless Day.  The concept of 'World Homeless Day' emerged from online discussions between people 
working to respond to homelessness from various parts of the world.  The Inaugural World Homeless Day was marked on the 10th of 
October 2010.  Since its founding, World Homeless Day has been observed on every continent except Antarctica, in several dozen 
countries.  Use of the idea of 'World Homeless Day' is open for all to use... anywhere in the world.  The purpose of World Homeless 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/letters/1999/documents/hf_jp-ii_let_01101999_elderly.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wv4DXKE1RHI


Day is to draw attention to homeless people’s needs locally and provide opportunities for the community to get involved in 
responding to homelessness, while taking advantage of the stage an ‘international day’ provides.  How to make a difference:  1.  
educate people about homeless issues;  2.  celebrate and support local good works; and 3.  highlight local issues.  Collaborate and 
Double your Impact  Once you identify the local service provider for homeless people you want to rally support behind.... for 
example if they suggest clean socks; or canned food; or an item they need funds to buy.... use your local networks to rally even 
greater support: 

 schools 

 churches 

 service clubs 

 local businesses 

 where you work 

 who else? 

World Homeless Day is something you can point to on the calendar each year and use to make a significant difference in your local 
community. 
 
October 11th is memorial for St. John XXIII.  “Pope John XXIII was head of the Catholic Church and sovereign of the Vatican City State 
from 28 October 1958 to his death in 1963 and was canonized on 27 April 2014. Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli was the fourth of fourteen 

children born to a family of sharecroppers who lived in a village in Lombardy.” Wikipedia  St. John XXIII led the Church to open the 
window and doors and allow the winds of change to flow through.  He called for the Second Vatican Council and the Church was 
changed considerable through his courage.  St. John the Good said, “Men are like wine – some turn to vinegar, but the best improve 
with age.”  St. John the Good, intercede for us during these chaotic days of a seeming lack of political leadership in the world. 
 
October 11th will be the first Taizé (pronounced tay-zay) prayer session at St. Jerome’s from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.  Everyone is welcome! 
If you need a peaceful space to sit and rejuvenate…come!  It has been moved to Tuesday night because of sacramental preparation. 
 

Living as Joyful Disciples ~ a quote for the week 
Live into the very best version of yourself!  Paraphrased from David Wells 

 
Ontario Catholic Student Graduate Expectations – A discerning believer formed in the Catholic faith community who participates 
in the sacramental life of the church and demonstrates an understanding of the centrality of the Eucharist to our Catholic story.   
In order to say you are a believer, you need to put that belief into action.  The Eucharist is the source and summit of the Catholic’s 
life of faith.  The other sacraments support us as we grow and develop our faith life.   
 
Catholic Character Education and the Virtues + COURAGE  

During the month of October we strive to grow in the virtue of courage, le courage or Zoongide'ewin.  A prayer to help us in our 

striving:  God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to 

know the difference.  Bill W. 

 

Living Our Mission Statement 
We are called and committed to nurture a personal relationship with Jesus for our students.  To help us understand this statement in 
our Mission I quote Pope Paul VI who stated, “[students] listen more willingly to witnesses than to teachers, and if they do listen to 
teachers, it is because they are witnesses.”  We have to have a personal relationship with Jesus so our students are encouraged to 
form their own relationship with the Lord. 
 
Staff Self-Care Tip of the Week – If we don’t talk about how busy we are, what we will speak about?  We can focus on kind and 
gracious words of friendship and care. 
 
Christian Meditation Insight – “Daily Wisdom – People still ask anxiously before they commit, how long will meditation take to 
show results.  The answer is how long does it take to arrive where you are, to let go of the future and past, to commit to what and 
who one is now?  Perhaps a spiritual practice should come with a minimum commitment.  But as soon as the idea of commitment 
emerges resistance and fear are aroused.  The immense interest in meditation appearing in western societies is at one level an 
encouraging sign.  But when it remains disembodied, outside a steady regular practice and from a support group it easily becomes 
another short-term affair.  Hence the importance of seeing your practice as a cell that you take with you wherever the spirit may 
lead you.  (Christian Meditation Newsletter, October 2011) 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_John_XXIII


Catholicity – Strategic Direction of the Multi Year Strategic Plan 
Another Faith Day has come and gone.  Let’s try to keep the joyful spirit alive in our staff rooms, in our classrooms and in our hearts. 
The response to David Wells was so positive that we are going to try to have him return to us.  Keep practising your smile! 
 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 2012 Calls to Action 
“In order to redress the legacy of residential schools and advance the process of 
Canadian reconciliation, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission makes the following 
calls to action. 
Church Apologies and Reconciliation 
60. We call upon leaders of the church parties to the Settlement Agreement and all other faiths, in collaboration with Indigenous 
spiritual leaders, Survivors, schools of theology, seminaries, and other religious training centres, to develop and teach curriculum for 
all student clergy, and all clergy and staff who work in Aboriginal communities, on the need to respect Indigenous spirituality in its 
own right, the history and legacy of residential schools and the roles of the church parties in that system, the history and legacy of 
religious conflict in Aboriginal families and communities, and the responsibility that churches have to mitigate such conflicts and 
prevent spiritual violence.” 
 
Twenty-first Century Learning 
http://www.eoccc.org/ - This is the website for the Eastern Ontario Catholic Curriculum Corporation.  It is the site for the OCSGE 

resource that was shown at the afternoon session of Faith Day. 

 

http://catholiccurriculumcorp.org/ This is the website for the central Ontario Catholic Curriculum Corporation.  There are many 

valuable resources available here too. 

 

http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation > This is a site for Christian Meditation for teachers and students 

alike. 

 
www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade  

 
https://www.kairoscanada.org/kairos-top-12-wishes-for-2018 
 > If Grade 7 and 8 classes or high school classes who have had the Blanket Exercise want an extension activity, they may find one 
here. 
 

https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources > Resources for teaching difficult topics in history 

 
Saints Kit – All the saints of the Roman Calendar and More by Sister Mary Kathleen Glavich, S.N.D., and other Sisters of Notre Dame, Chardon 

“St. Denis and Companions – October 9 .  The title St. Denis has been given to three different men.  Although these men 

lived at different times, in the course of history sometimes their identities have been merged.  The Denis whose feast is today is 
known from the writings of Gregory of Tours.  According to this, Denis was an Italian-born bishop sent with a priest and deacon to 
preach the Good News of Jesus to the people of Gaul.  Denis organized the Church in a place that today is called Paris.  He became 
its first bishop.  During a persecution, Denis and his companions were beheaded and their bodies thrown in the Seine River.  Denis 
became a popular saint, and the people of France took him as their patron.  An abbey was built over his burial place, and French 
kings were buried there.  Many legends arose about the miracles that took place through him.  One story is that the dead body of St. 
Denis rose and carrying its head, walked two miles to another village to be buried!  Denis has been confused with the St. Dionysius 
told about in Acts of the Apostles 17:13-34.  He was a courageous Greek.  One day at a meeting for Greek thinkers, St. Paul preached 
about God.  The Greeks had a monument to the “unknown god,” and Paul claimed that his God was this god.  He taught about the 
judgment and the resurrection of the dead.  People mocked Paul, and he sadly walked away, but some Greeks followed him, 
including Dionysius.  Dionysius became the first bishop of Athens, Greece.  In the ninth century, the story of Dionysius became 
identified with that of St. Denis because of the writings of a third “Denis” who lived in the fifth century.  This caused a revival of 
interest in and devotion to this saint.  According to modern scholars, Denis of Paris could not have had any connection with 
Dionysius.  In any case, the witness of loyalty to Christ in the face of ridicule and death is clear in both men’s lives.  St. Denis, pray for 
us!”  Card 141 

 

CATHOLIC I.Q. – Quizzes for Fun and Learning by David O’Brien – Catechist September 2018 page 18-19 

1.  The two main sources of God’s communication with humanity are Sacred Scripture and _____________________. 

A.  Sacred Tradition B.  the Dead Sea Scrolls  C.  the internet   D.  Twitter 

 

http://www.eoccc.org/
http://catholiccurriculumcorp.org/
http://wccm.org/
http://www.carfleo.org/
https://www.kairoscanada.org/kairos-top-12-wishes-for-2018
https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources


2.  Jesus said: “Come to me, all you who labour and are burdened, and I will give you ______________________.” 

A.  lunch   B.  rest    C.  a miracle   D.  ice cream 

 

3.  The major prophets of the Old Testament include ____________________, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel. 

A.  Amos   B.  John the Baptist  C.  Isaiah   D.  Baruch 

 

4.  Jesus sometimes chose his most trustworthy companions – Peter, _____________________, and John – to come with him on 

special missions. 

A.  James  B.  Bartholomew   C.  Judas    D.  Aquila 

 

5.  Catholics believe that the Bible is complete, and no more books will be added to it.    T or F 

 

CATHOLIC I.Q. – Quizzes for Fun and Learning by David O’Brien – Catechist October 2018 page 18-19 Will return next week. 

I am visiting schools in the north. 

 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Pat Carter 

Hotel Transylvania 3 – Who are these animated movies created for children or adults?  I laughed out loud so often during this third 

movie about a vampire and his family going on vacation on a cruise.  The children seemed to enjoy the movie but I think the adults 

enjoyed it more.  The meaning of so many lines are for the adults accompanying children.  Cheers to this sequel!   I give this movie 

♥♥♥♥/5 hearts.   

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

21 Things You May Not Know about the Indian Act.  This book is written by Bob Joseph.  It lists these 21 things.  I did not know 

about five of the articles.  The Indian Act is a colossal disgrace and ought to be replaced by a piece of legislation that identifies 

Indigenous nations as sovereign nations.  This is a book that can help Canadians understand how the government has mistreated our 

First Nations.   I give this book ☺☺☺☺☺/5 happy faces [I have a copy of the book, if anyone would like to borrow it.  I also have 

many copies of the first book, if anyone would like to use it for a book club read.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trivia for Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits at the movies. 
“Did you know that Paris is most commonly referred to as the ‘City of Light’? https://trivia.fyi/  

 
 

https://trivia.fyi/

