
Catholic Culture Update for the week beginning September 23rd, 2018                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

Quote to carry in your heart this week 

“The Lord upholds my life.” Psalm 54 

 

September 23rd is the Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary time.  Practice of Charity “Jesus says that those who receive a child receive 

him.  Today, the scourge of human trafficking continues to make the lives of some children a hellish slavery.  They are labourers and 

often sex objects.  ◊ Read paragraph 4 of Pope Francis’ statement for World Day of Peace, 2015: “No Longer Slaves, but Brothers and 

Sisters,” https://w2vatican.ca/content/francesco/en/messages/peace/documents/papa-francesco_20141208_messaggio-xlvii-

goronata-mondiale-pace-2015.html.  ◊ [In Canadian there are grassroots movements to end human trafficking, especially in Border 

cities.  http://www.canadiancentretoendhumantrafficking.ca/about-human-trafficking/ ] ◊ Pray for the intercession of St. Josephine 

Bakhita for the victims of human trafficking.  She was a nineteenth-century Sudanese slave who later became a woman religious in 

Italy.”  AT HOME with WORD 2018. LTP, page 131 

 

“Scripture Insights > “What is authentic, selfless ambition?  Today’s liturgy issues God’s call to avoid jealousy and selfish ambition, 

and to cultivate sincerity, humility, and peace (James 3:13-18).  The Gospel illustrates this message especially clearly.  As Jesus 

continues to journey toward Jerusalem, he makes a second prediction that his journey will end in his Death and Resurrection.  As 

with the prediction last Sunday, the disciples fail to understand its meaning.  They are so preoccupied with their own ambitions that 

they have failed to confront Jesus’ reality – so in conflict with their expectations: “They had been discussing who was the greatest.”  

Jesus uses this opportunity to illustrate true discipleship: “If anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all and the servant of 

all.”  True leadership, says Jesus, is servant leadership!  Taking a little child, Jesus draws everyone’s attention to this child.  A child is 

vulnerable and powerless with no influence at all.  Especially in the society of Jesus’ day, a child was considered to be at the lowest 

level of society’s hierarchy.  Children are dependent and need things done for them.  In this way Jesus shows that his kingdom values 

are very different.  Instead of promoting one’s own prestige, the focus must be on the other, on the most vulnerable members of 

society – the poor, those who have no wealth or power, those who need things done for them – like little children.  In reaching out 

and caring for the most vulnerable members of society (like children), one is, in reality, receiving Jesus himself and ultimately 

welcoming God.  Jesus repeats this same message later in his final sermon in Matthew’s Gospel on the judgment of the nations 

where he says: “Whatever you did for one of these least brothers [and sisters] of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25:40).   

▪ How does today’s Responsorial Psalm add to the meaning of today’s readings? 

▪What does the disciples’ self-centeredness and lack of empathy teach you about the importance of listening to the one who is 

speaking? 

▪How can you, or do you exercise servant leadership in your own life?” AT HOME with WORD 2018. LTP, page 131 
 

September 25
th

 is also Franco-Ontarian Day.  Six years ago, the Ontario government declared September 25 as Franco-Ontarian 
Day – a day to “officially recognize the contribution of Ontario’s Francophone community to the cultural, historical, social, economic 
and political life of the province.”  This contribution goes back more than 400 years! The French were the first to explore and 
establish settlements in Ontario. Read about the history of the French presence in Ontario.  You may wonder why September 25 
was chosen. Well, it was on that day in the year 1975 that the Franco-Ontarian flag was raised for the first time! Read about the 
history of the Franco-Ontarian flag?  Learn more about the significance of this day.  http://on.cpf.ca/blog/whats-new/donwload-posters-for-

franco-ontarian-day-sept-25th/  Fly the flag proudly today! 
 
September 26

th
 is the feast of Saints John de Brébeuf, Isaac Jogues, Priests, and Companions, Martyrs, Secondary Patrons of 

Canada.  “On this day the Church honours the saints who gave their lives to spread the Catholic faith in North America:  two Jesuit 
priests, St. Isaac Jogues (1607-1646) and St. John de Brébeuf (1593-1649), and their companions.  St. Isaac was captured and 
tortured for his preaching of the Gospel.  He escaped and returned to Europe, but only to seek permission to offer Mass with his 
scarred and mutilated hands.  The pope granted his wish, and St. Isaac returned to the New World where he was put to death in 
1646.  Jean de Brébeuf dedicated himself to preaching the Gospel among the Huron people in what is now upstate New York and 
Canada.  He translated the Catechism into the Huron language and wrote a series of “Instructions for Missionaries” that mingled 
divine and practical counsels:  Love the Hurons as brothers, he urged, and bear with their shortcomings.  Never keep them waiting, 
and learn to get into a canoe without carrying sand or water with you.  Eat first thing in the morning, because that’s what the Indians 
do.  Work as they do, and serve them in whatever way you can.  Jean de Brébeuf knew that only by understanding the Indians could 
missionaries hope to help them understand the Gospel.  North American martyrs, pray for us.” Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the 

Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 120.  A martyr is one who dies for a just cause.  Would you be willing to die for 
your faith? 
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September 27
th

 is the memorial of St. Vincent de Paul, Priest.  “St. Vincent de Paul (1581-1660), a French priest, gradually became 
aware of the growing disparity between rich and poor; therefore, he laid the framework for a confraternity of caring, called the 
Servants of the Poor, which provided for the physical needs of the poor.  Recognizing the call to care for not only their physical 
needs, but also their spiritual needs, he established a society of priests, the Congregation of the Mission (Vincentians), dedicated to 
preaching to peasants, catechists of the marginalized, and other charitable works.  In collaboration with St. Louise Montfort de 
Marillac, he founded the Daughters of Charity, a new community of sisters not bound by traditional vows or enclosure, devoted to 
the sick, orphaned, and imprisoned.  St. Vincent is the patron saint of charitable societies.  Many day care centres, hospitals, thrift 
stores, and soup kitchens are named in his honour.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second 

Edition, page 120.  St. Vincent de Paul, help us to see those around us who are in need.  Do a small act of kindness today! 
 

September 27
th

 is also World Tourism Day.  “A World Tourism Day was created in 1979 by the World Tourism Organization.  The 
Church is concerned about tourism in the world, remembering the words of Jesus to his disciples, “Whatever house you enter, first 
say, ‘Peace to this house!’ And if anyone is there who shares in peace lives there, your peace will rest on that person” (Lk 10:5-6).” 
Ordo Liturgical Calendar 2015-2016, p. 359 
 

September 28
th

 is the memorial of St. Wenceslaus, Martyr.  “Most people are familiar with St. Wenceslaus (c. 907-929), due to the 
popular Christmas carol Good King Wenceslaus.  Although this ancient carol is not based on historical events, it illustrates the fame 
King Wenceslaus received because of his heroic life.  As a Christian king in Bohemia, a primarily pagan country, he worked fervently 
to Christianize his people.  His attempt to evangelize the Bohemians was not received well by some, including his brother was 
eventually murdered him.  As he was dying, he prayed that God would forgive his brother.  Shortly following his death, people 
proclaimed his a martyr.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 120  Good King 
Wenceslaus, inspire us to be good too.  Sing the refrain of the song. 
 

September 28
th

 is Faith Day for H-SCDSB staff.  Come wearing your school colours or an Orange shirt!  Remember it is happening at 
the SMC. 
 

September 29
th

 is the feast of the Archangels, Holy Michael, Holy Gabriel and Holy Raphael.  “We celebrate the feast of three 
Archangels.  Holy Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, the great heralds of salvation and defenders against the power of evil.  Michael is 
guardian and protector of the Church, from its roots in Israel to the Church of today and beyond.  In Hebrew, his name means “who 
is like God?”  Gabriel, whose name means “hero of God,” announces that John the Baptist will be born to Elizabeth and Zechariah.  
He is entrusted with the most important task of revealing to Mary that she will bear the Son of God.  Then, there is Raphael, whose 
name is Hebrew for “God has healed.”  He is named in Tobit 12 as the one standing in the presence of God and in 1 Enoch (early 
Jewish writing) as the healer of the earth.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 121 

Holy Angels of God share God’s goodness with all who believe.  Read one of the passages in Scripture wherein the archangels are 
mentioned. 
 

Living as Joyful Disciples ~ a quote for the week 
“I’ve got that joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart!  Where?  Down in my heart!” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z29h7HUcJus  
 
Ontario Catholic Student Graduate Expectations – The Vision of the Learner 
The graduate is expected to be:  a discerning believer; an effective communicator; a reflective, creative and holistic thinker; a self-
directed, responsible, lifelong learner; a collaborative contributor; a caring family member and a responsible citizen.  WOW! 
 
Catholic Character Education and the Virtues + FAITH  

During the month of September we strive to grow in the virtue of faith.  A quote to inspire Faith > 

Faith is like wifi, it’s invisible but it has the power to connect you to what you need.   
 

Living Our Mission Statement 
We are called and committed to develop the full potential of each child.  Potential is unknown until we move beyond what we 
think we can do.  It is a fine balance.  It is not to push someone to a breaking point, but to guide them to see that they have the 
ability within themselves. 
 
Staff Self-Care Tip of the Week – http://www.selfcompassion.org/ Check out this website. 
 
Christian Meditation Insight – “The contemplative response to violence should affirm the goodness and potential of humanity.  
Immersion in the gospel community should make this inevitable.  But it doesn’t mean that we don’t engage with events as they 
unfold in real time.  Contemplatives don’t employ abstractions and platitudes.  Their response should be backed up with rational 
and persuasive arguments.  Without them, the wisdom that will ultimately save us may fall as flat and false as truisms.  No one 
torn by grief will be helped by platitudes – and often not by words at all.  Contemplatives intuit when to speak and how to be 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z29h7HUcJus
http://www.selfcompassion.org/


silent.  Contemplatives don’t sell anything and won’t commodify their message.  Meditation doesn’t solve problems.  It 
transforms how we see and approach them – including the most ancient and intractable problem of humanity, the inhumanity of 
violence.”  Mediatio Newsletter, April 2015 

 
Student Achievement – Strategic Direction of the Multi Year Strategic Plan 
The results from the EQAO tests will be available for discussion in schools.  We are doing very well in literacy for the most part.  We 
still need to work with numeracy.  The work being done by our numeracy coaches will continue to assist our students and staff.  
These results can be the focus of rich conversation.   
 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 2012 Calls to Action 
“In order to redress the legacy of residential schools and advance the process of 
Canadian reconciliation, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission makes the following 
calls to action. 
Church Apologies and Reconciliation 
58. We call upon the Pope to issue an apology to Survivors, their families, and communities for the Roman Catholic Church’s role in 
the spiritual, cultural, emotional, physical, and sexual abuse of First Nations, Inuit, and Métis children in Catholic-run residential 
schools. We call for that apology to be similar to the 2010 apology issued to Irish victims of abuse and to occur within one year of 
the issuing of this Report and to be delivered by the Pope in Canada.   
Read this article in the New York Times about some reasons why the Pope has not yet apologized for Residential School abuses. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/23/world/canada/pope-indigenous-apology-canada.html  
 
Twenty-first Century Learning 
http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation > This is a site for Christian Meditation for teachers and students 

alike. 

 
www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade  

 
https://www.kairoscanada.org/kairos-top-12-wishes-for-2018 
 > If Grade 7 and 8 classes or high school classes who have had the Blanket Exercise want an extension activity, they may find one 
here. 
 

https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources > Resources for teaching difficult topics in history 

 
Saints Kit – All the saints of the Roman Calendar and More by Sister Mary Kathleen Glavich, S.N.D., and other Sisters of Notre Dame, Chardon 

“St. Cosmas and St. Damian, Martyrs.  We know very little about some famous saints.  They may be honoured by people all 

over the world.  Churches may be built in their names.  The facts about their lives, however, were never recorded.  Cosmas and 
Damian are two such saints.  We do know that Cosmas and Damian suffered martyrdom for their faith in Syria during the 
persecutions of Diocletian.  Their witness was so strong that for years people turned to them for help.  According to stories, Cosmas 
and Damian were twin brothers, born in Arabia.  They studied and practiced medicine in Syria.  Concerned about more than healing 
bodies, they brought their belief in Christ to their patients.  Not only that, but they served people without charging anything.  
Cosmas and Damian were given the name “the moneyless ones.”  The governor heard about the brothers and summoned them.  
When Cosmas and Damian proclaimed they were Christians, he had them tortured and then beheaded along with their three 
brothers.  Their bodies were taken to the city of Cyr in southern Syria.  There devotion to these two doctors grew, and many cures 
were said to have been worked through their intercession.  Later a church in their honour was built over the site of their burial.  St. 
Gregory of Tours said that the two brothers cured as many people by their prayers as they did by their medical knowledge.  When 
Emperor Justinian was sick, he prayed to Saints Cosmas and Damian.  After he was cured, he enlarged the city of Cyr and the church.  
The names of Cosmas and Damian are in Eucharistic Prayer 1.  People who live and die for their beliefs give hope to the world long 
after their deaths.  Their lives inspire and encourage us to be faithful during our little trials and sorrows.  St. Cosmas and St. Damian, 
pray that we may have good health!”  Card 131   
 

CATHOLIC I.Q. – Quizzes for Fun and Learning by David O’Brien – Catechist September 2018 pages 18 

 

1.  Jesus wrote the Gospel of Matthew.         T or F 

 

2.  The best-selling book of all time is _____________________. 

A.  The Lord of the Rings B.  The Cat in the Hat  C.  Harry Potter    D.  the Holy Bible 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/23/world/canada/pope-indigenous-apology-canada.html
http://wccm.org/
http://www.carfleo.org/
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https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources


 

3.  At Sunday Mass, Catholics hear ______________________ reading(s) from the Bible. 

A.  1   B.  10    C.  4    D.  0 

 

4.  The Lord’s Prayer can be found in ______________________ of the Gospels. 

A.  2   B. 3    C. 1    D. all 

 

5.  The last book in the Bible is the Book of _______________________. 

A.  Psalms  B.  Revelation   C.  Leviticus   D.  Proverbs 

 

CATHOLIC I.Q. – Quizzes for Fun and Learning by David O’Brien – Catechist September 2018 page 18-19 

 

1.  The Catholic Church decided which books would be included in the Bible.     T or F 

 

2.  The Old Testament is the Bible for the ______________________ people. 

A.  Jewish  B.  Buddhist   C.  Muslim   D.  Native American 

 

3.  “__________________________ in the Lord with all of your heart, on your own intelligence do not rely” (Proverbs 3:5).  

A.  Rest   B.  Pray    C.  Live    D.  Trust 

 

4.  The Bible is often referred to as “God’s ______________________.” 

A. iPad   B.  constitution   C.  book    D.  Word 

 

5.  The Bible refers to Jesus as the “Word of God.”        T or F 

 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Pat Carter 

Paddington 2 – Stars Sally Hawkins, Hugh Bonneville and Hugh Grant as well as many other famous actors.  Paddington is now a part 

of the Brown family and is a very popular member of the community.  He decides to do odd jobs in order to purchase a gift for his 

aunt’s 100
th

 birthday.    Everything does not go as planned.    I would love to give Paddington a big hug.  His innocence and humility 

are so attractive.   He also picks birthday gifts like I do.   I give this movie /5 hearts.   

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

Oddly Normal – One Family’s Struggle to Help Their Teenage Son Come to Terms with his Sexuality.  The father, John Schwartz, 

pens this book as a guide for others who are trying to support an adolescent who may struggle with his/her sexuality or gender.  The 

family is very supportive.  I picked up the book at the Public Library on the new selections shelf.  It was an easy read.   I give this book 

☺☺☺☺/5 happy faces 

 

 

 

Trivia for Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits at the movies. 
“Do you know which actor played Russian Roulette in the movie The Deer Hunter?”   Look below for answer. Uh Huh!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christopher Walken 


