
Catholic Culture Update for the week beginning September 2nd, 2018 

 

Quote to carry in your heart this week 

“You have formed us for yourself, and our hearts are restless till they find rest in you.”  St. Augustine of Hippo 

 

September 2
nd

 is the Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary time.  Practice of Charity “I die the king’s faithful servant, but God’s first.” 

Those were some of the final words of St. Thomas More, the chancellor of England beheaded in 1535 for abiding by his Catholic faith 

and refusing to assent to King Henry VIII’s divorce.  The price for our integrity might not be so high, but living our beliefs does call for 

sacrifice sometimes.  ◊ Rent the 1966 film A Man for All Seasons – the story of St. Thomas More – or read the play by Robert Bolt.   

◊ St. James says faith needs action to be pure.  He mentions orphans and widows.  Today, take one action that follows from your 

beliefs: for example, [plan to participate in the Big Blue Food Drive at the end of the month.]  ◊ In your private prayer today, imagine 

ways you might live out your faith in the days ahead.”  AT HOME with WORD 2018. LTP, page 125 

 

“Scripture Insights > Today’s readings challenge us to think about the motivations for our actions, reminding us that God calls us to 

lead lives of integrity.  The Book of Deuteronomy calls the Israelites to keep the commandments of the Lord so that all the nations 

will consider Israel’s laws as a true gift: “This great nation is truly a wise and intelligent people.”  Wisdom in the ancient world 

embraced practical insight and knowledge about how to act and how to make the right decisions in difficult situations.  Think of the 

great King Solomon who was celebrated as the wisest of kings.  The commandments are God’s ultimate gift of wisdom, inspiring his 

people to decide according to God’s will.  Today we begin reading from the Letter of James for the next four weeks.  This letter is a 

true wisdom writing in that it offers practical advice on how to lead one’s life.  The source of this wisdom is divine: “All good giving 

and every perfect gift from above, coming down from the Father of lights.”  Living a good life, James insists, must also include caring 

for “widows and orphans” – truly the most vulnerable members of society.  In the Gospel, Jesus takes on the scribes and Pharisees, 

who have forgotten that the laws and commandments are a source of wisdom and insight for leading their lives.  They have come to 

see them legalistically as ends in themselves rather than as guidance for actions.  The Pharisees were concentrating on externals, but 

unless one’s interior dispositions are guided by God’s Word and laws, one’s actions will tend toward selfish and evil interests.  Wise 

decisions and good actions come from hearts that have steeped themselves in God’s wisdom. 

▪ How does the Letter of James define “religion”?  Why do you think he defines it in this way? 

▪ What connection can you find between today’s Responsorial Psalm and Jesus’ point in the Gospel about the connection between 

the disposition of our hearts and our actions? 

▪How might the understanding of God’s laws as a gift of God’s wisdom help us in leading a good Christian life?” AT HOME with WORD 

2018. LTP, page 125 
 

September 3rd is Labour Day.  Traditionally, Labour Day was an occasion to campaign for and celebrate workers' rights during 
parades and picnics organized by trade unions. These still play a role in Labour Day for some Canadians, but many people see the 
first Monday in September as an opportunity to take a late summer trip, perhaps to their country cottage, or enjoy the company of 
family or friends at picnics, fairs, festivals and fireworks displays. For teenagers and other students, the Labour Day weekend is the 
last chance to celebrate with a party or to go on a trip before school re-opens for the new academic year.” www.timeanddate.com 

St. Joseph the Worker, inspire us to put our best effort forward this year and may all we do give God glory! Have an ice cream cone to 
celebrate the end of summer holidays. 
 
September 5

th
 is International Day of Charity.  “The International Day of Charity is observed annually on 5 September. It was 

declared by the United Nations General Assembly in 2012. The prime purpose of the International Day of Charity is to raise 
awareness and provide a common platform for charity related activities all over the world for individuals, charitable, philanthropic 
and volunteer organizations for their own purposes on the local, national, regional and international level.”  www.Wikipedia.com  Our 
Board gives priority to two Catholic organizations> Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace and the Holy 
Childhood.   
 
September 6

th
 is Plant Staff Appreciation Day.  As you move into your school that has been cleaned during the hot summer days by 

our carestaff, please take time to say thank you for how wonderful the school looks.  As well, if you have opportunity to see Steve 
Brown, Tony Bruno, Dave Coccimiglio, or the guys on the trucks, please offer your appreciation for all they do to make our work 
easier! 
 
September 8

th
 is the birthday of Mary, Mother of Jesus.  “Exactly nine months after the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary (December 8), we come to an observance in honour of Mary’s birth.  This is one of only three birthdays in 

http://www.timeanddate.com/
http://www.wikipedia.com/


the Church’s calendar, the other two being the birthdays of Jesus and of John the Baptist.  This solemnity, like all Marian days “is less 
about Mary than it is about the wondrous work of God in Mary. …”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the 

Year, Second Edition, page 114.  Happy Birthday Mary, full of grace!  Enjoy some blueberry cupcakes. 
 
“Month of September - September is the ninth month, but the word September actually means “seventh month.”  Before the time 
of Julius Caesar the Roman year had ten months.  The first month was March, which made September the seventh month.  There 
was no January or February on the calendar.  Calendars were used mainly by farmers, who weren’t interested in keeping track of 
time during the winter, when there was little to do.  So during winter people lost track of days until their leaders announced the 
start of a new year each spring.  Julius Caesar reformed the calendar.  Winter months were added.  Now the year began on the first 
of January, not March.  But the old names for the months continued to be used.  Many ancient calendars have the year beginning in 
the spring.  For instance, the Jewish people mark the first month of their religious year in early springtime, near the vernal equinox. 
(The Jewish New Year [Rosh Hashanah], however, begins on the first day of the seventh month.)  In the Byzantine Christian calendar, 
September is the first month of the liturgical year.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second 

Edition, page 111-112.   
 

Living as Joyful Disciples ~ a quote for the week 
“The joy of the Gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus…With Christ, joy is constantly born anew.” Evangelii Gaudium, 

11. 

 
Do you know for what OCSGE stands?  This year we will focus on the OCSGEs.  This is will be a new addition to the Catholic 
Culture Update.   
 
Catholic Character Education and the Virtues + FAITH  

During the month of September we strive to grow in the virtue of faith.  Faith is a gift given to us by God.  As with all gifts it is 
important to unwrap it, and explore it and live it.  It is a gift of believing without need of proof or evidence.  It is a gift that supports 
us when life throws us a curve ball.  To become faithful we live one day at a time in trust that God walks with us and if need be, God 
will carry us when walking seems impossible.   
 
Living Our Mission Statement 
Rooted in Jesus Christ – Jesus invites us to follow him.  When we trust and commit ourselves to Him, we can find life and meaning.  
Rooting ourselves in Jesus Christ is a process that happens over time.  As our relationship with Jesus deepens, so do our roots. 
 
Staff Self-Care Tip of the Week – Look up this article about gratitude entitled What can the Brain Reveal about Gratitude!  
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/what_can_the_brain_reveal_about_gratitude  
 
Catholicity – Strategic Direction of the Multi Year Strategic Plan 
Remember as we begin this school year, and make a transition between holidays and scheduled work, it is good to act in loving ways 
especially as we may feel stressed.   
 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 2012 Calls to Action 
“In order to redress the legacy of residential schools and advance the process of 
Canadian reconciliation, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission makes the following 
calls to action. 
55. We call upon all levels of government to provide annual reports or any current data requested by the National Council for 
Reconciliation so that it can report on the progress towards reconciliation. The reports or data would include, but not be limited to: 
vii. Progress on reducing the overrepresentation of Aboriginal people in the justice and correctional systems. 
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Findings/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf  

“Although comprising about 5 per cent of Canada’s population, Indigenous people accounted for 27 per cent of the federal prison 
population in 2016–17, according to a Statistics Canada report released Tuesday. That’s a 1-point increase over the previous year, 
and an 8-point increase from 10 years ago.”  https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2018/06/19/overrepresentation-of-indigenous-people-in-canadas-

prisons-persists-amid-drop-in-overall-incarceration.html 

 
Twenty-first Century Learning 
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=1199BCNU&utm_source > Strangers Help Struggling Woman When Cashier Embarasses at 
Register – Inspirational Video – 8.29 minutes  
 
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=YYDPL7NX > ‘Not Afraid’ by Jesus Culture – Christian Music Video – 6.55 mins 
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http://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2017/08/11-tips-for-catechists/?utm_source > a great website for new religion teachers 
or those who need a little inspiration 
 
http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation > This is a site for Christian Meditation for teachers and students 

alike. 

 
www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade  

 
https://www.kairoscanada.org/kairos-top-12-wishes-for-2018 
 > If Grade 7 and 8 classes or high school classes who have had the Blanket Exercise want an extension activity, they may find one 
here. 
 

https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources > Resources for teaching difficult topics in history 

 
Saints Kit – All the saints of the Roman Calendar and More by Sister Mary Kathleen Glavich, S.N.D., and other Sisters of Notre Dame, Chardon 

“St. Gregory the Great – Pope and Doctor – Feast Day September 3rd.  Often during difficult times the strongest, most 

faith-filled leaders arise.  These people meet the challenges of the times, struggle with the problems, and plan for the future.  Such a 
man was Gregory the Great.  Gregory was born in Rome, the son of a wealthy Roman senator and St. Sylvia.  Like most nobility of his 
time, he was well educated, but unlike many, he was generous and concerned about the poor.  Gregory lived during a period of 
wars, invasions, famine, and destruction.  When he was in his early thirties, Gregory was made the prefect, or governor, of Rome.  
Before long, attracted to the religious life, he left his position.  He turned the family home in Rome into an Abbey of St. Andrew, 
became a monk there, and founded six Benedictine monasteries on his estates in Sicily.  His life of quiet and prayer did not last long, 
for around 578 he was ordained a deacon of Rome and sent as the papal ambassador to Constantinople.  In 586 when he arrived 
back in Rome, he was made the abbot of St. Andrew’s.  When the pope died in 590, Gregory was acclaimed new pope by the clergy  
and the people of Rome.  Unwillingly, Gregory accepted the role, calling himself the “servant of the servants of God.”  Because of his 
political skill, learning and talents, and deep devotion to God, Gregory was able to make peace with the invading Lombards, save the 
city from famine by reorganizing the Church’s property and granaries, and restore order within the Church.  Gregory also looked 
beyond Rome to the needs of people in foreign lands.  In 596 he sent Augustine of Canterbury and forty other monks to England to 
teach the faith.  So great was Gregory’s interest in them that he is called the “Apostle of England.”  In addition Gregory wrote 854 
letters to Eastern Churches, trying to keep them united with Rome.  He also brought about reforms in the liturgy and encouraged the 
praying of the Stations of the Cross and daily Mass during Lent.  Gregory’s book Pastoral Care describes the role of a bishop.  It was 
read for centuries.  Although Gregory’s achievements were many and had widespread effects, Gregory became a saint because of 
his love for God, which was reflected in all that he did.”  St. Gregory, intercede for us as we pray for the leaders of our Church today!”   
Card 122  Gregory the Great is also patron of teachers, scholars, music, and singers. 
 
 

FUN BIBLE Trivia for Kids by Barbour Publishing – I know a long wait since June to find out the answers to CCU 40 

1.  God also promised Abraham 

A.  great riches      C.  a coat of many colours 

B.  a chariot and seven swift horses    D.  the land of Canaan 

 

2.  God plans for His covenant with Abraham to last forever.       T or F 

 

3.  God gave Abram the name Abraham because 

A.  it fit better with the song “Father Abraham”  C.  Abraham was to be the father of many nations 

B.  it was easier to spell     D.  He wanted to name him after Abraham Lincoln 

 

4.  God said that some of Abraham’s descendants would be kings.      T or F 

 

5.  As part of the covenant, God wanted Abraham and his descendants to worship Him.     T or F 

 

FUN BIBLE Trivia for Kids by Barbour Publishing 

1.  God promised Sarah she would 

A.  never have to work again    C.  have a baby 

http://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2017/08/11-tips-for-catechists/?utm_source
http://wccm.org/
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B.  live in a tent until she was ninety   D.  be the first woman president of the United States 

 

 

2.  When God promised Abraham that his wife, Sarah, would have a baby, Abraham 

A.  bowed down to God     C.  laughed 

B.  sang God a psalm     D.  wrote the Pentateuch 

 

3.  Abraham was surprised by God’s promise because Sarah 

A.  had vowed never to have children 

B.  was CEO of a large company and had no time for children 

C.  was ninety years old, which is usually too old to have a baby 

D.  already had thirteen boys 

 

4.  An heir is 

A.  a person with too much hair    C.  a person who receives an inheritance 

B.  an honest mistake     D.  an airhead 

 

5.  God agreed with Abraham that Ishmael should be Abraham’s heir.       T or F 

 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Pat Carter 

Philadelphia (1993) – This summer I watched some absolutely great older movies.  This one starred Tom Hanks and Anthony 

Banderas as young men.  This movie was prophetic in terms of the rights of gays who contracted the AIDS virus at that time.  It was a 

time of such prejudgment about gay men and about HIV/AIDS.  I was grateful to see that we have made some movement with 

respect to these issues.  I give this movie /5 hearts.   

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

A Siege of Bitterns – A Birder Murder Mystery by Steve Burrows.  This mystery features a detective from French Canada working in 

England.  It is one of a series of Birder Mysteries, which I hope to read.  It is a story of environmental issues and of intrigue.  The 

detective is a birder and so he notices the birds of the countryside and knows so much about them.  It helped me to enjoy the birds I 

encountered during my summer days.  I give this book ☺☺☺☺☺/5 happy faces 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trivia for Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits at the movies. 
“1929 was the year of the first presentation of the Oscars.”  Oh, really?  Uh huh! 


