
Catholic Culture Update for the week beginning June 24, 2018 

 

A quote to ponder this week 

“I praise you, for I am wonderfully made.”  Psalm 139:14 

 

June 24th, 2018 is the Nativity of St. John the Baptist > Practice of Faith > “John the Baptist, the great herald of Jesus, came in the 

spirit of Elijah, a prophet and wonder worker.  The place near the Jordan River where John chose to baptize people, including Jesus, 

is near where Elijah was taken up to heaven “in a whirlwind.”  In the 1990s, after a peace accord between Jordan and Israel, the 

baptism site of Jesus and the wilderness of John the Baptist were made available for pilgrims.  Archeologists uncovered the cave 

where John lived.  <>Learn more about this holy place at www.baptismsite.com .  <>If you can’t make a pilgrimage to Jordan, go to a 

local river, the baptismal font at your church, or a fountain near your home and prayerfully imagine the scene – Jesus stepping into 

the water with John.  That began Jesus’ public ministry.  <>Pray for the intercession of St. John the Baptist – that he will help you 

with your own mission as a disciple of Jesus.”  AT HOME with the WORD 2018, page 103   
 

Scripture Insights – “As we celebrate the birthday of John the Baptist, the readings focus on John’s role of inspiring people to 

prepare for the coming of the Messiah.  The First Reading is one of four “Servant Songs” in the book of the prophet Isaiah.  For 

Christians, these songs expressly prepare the way for the Messiah by foreshadowing the coming of Jesus, who fulfilled these 

prophecies.  Here the Servant speaks and describes his call from his mother’s womb; how God empowered him with gifts as a 

speaker; how difficult his task was going to be; how his task was to bring together the people of Israel while also being a light of 

salvation to the nations of the earth.  The servant trusts in God while grieving over the suffering that he has to face.  The Gospel 

reading from Luke narrates events surrounding John’s birth – focussing on his name.  For the people of Israel, a person’s name 

expressed an aspect of their identity.  The name, John, a common one among the people of Israel, was not found in his family’s 

lineage.  It means “the Lord has been gracious” because the elderly parents, Elizabeth and Zechariah, had lost all hope of conceiving 

a child in their old age.  God had certainly favoured them.  This raised the question:  “What, then, will this child be?  For surely the 

hand of the Lord was with him.”  The Second Reading, from Acts of the Apostles, answers this question.  When Paul speaks in the 

synagogue of Antioch, he identifies John’s role as preparing the way for the Messiah.  This shows how well the early Church 

understood that the Baptist was the forerunner of Christ.  Like John the Baptist, our task is to continue his work of enabling the light 

of Christ to shine out more fully in our world. 

 The Isaiah passage uses several poetic images to describe the Servant.  How do you interpret them? 

 Do you see God’s grace blessing your life as God blessed John’s life? 

 How can you continue John’s work in your own life?” AT HOME with the WORD 2018, page 103    
 

June 28 is the memorial of St. Irenaeus, Bishop and Martyr.  “St. Irenaeus (c. 125-202) was the bishop of Lyons, France, a disciple of 

St. Polycarp of Smyrna, and one of the first Christian theologians.  His best known work, Against Heresies, is an attack on the 

gnostics, who claimed to have a secret oral tradition from Jesus.  Irenaeus refutes them by pointing out that we know who the 

bishops are back to the Apostles, and that none of them were gnostic.  He is an early witness to the recognition of the four accounts 

of the Gospel, to the unique importance of the Bishop of Rome, and to the apostolic succession – the handing on of ecclesial 

authority from the Apostles themselves.” Companion to the Calendar – A Guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, page 85-86   

St. Irenaeus, gift us with courage when we must stand our ground in matters of faith.  Share something orally to keep the oral 

tradition alive today. 
 

June 29 is the memorial to Sts. Peter and Paul, Apostles.  “Today we commemorate Sts. Peter and Paul, martyred on this date 

around the year 64 CE during Nero’s persecution following the Great Fire of Rome.  Tradition says that Peter fled Rome to avoid 

arrest and saw Jesus on the road.  “Where are you going, Lord,” Peter asked.  Jesus replied, “I am going to Rome to be crucified 

again.”  Peter turned back and was crucified upside down because he felt unworthy to meet his death the same way as Christ.  Paul 

was arrested in Jerusalem and was sent to Rome, where he was placed under house arrest.  He was slain by beheading, because as a 

Roman citizen he could not be subjected to the indignity of crucifixion.”  Companion to the Calendar – A Guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays 

of the Year, page 86  St. Peter and Paul, inspire us to follow in Jesus’ footsteps as we move into summer leisure time.  Have an attitude of 

gratitude during the summer holidays. 

 

“Month of July – The seventh month is named after Julius Caesar.  He was a Roman general and politician who was assassinated in 

the year 44 BCE, on the Ides of March, March 15.  Julius Caesar had ordered that the calendar be reformed.  The Roman 

http://www.baptismsite.com/


mathematicians came up with a calendar that is almost identical to the one we use today.  It is called the Julian calendar in honour 

of Julius Caesar.”  Companion to the Calendar – A Guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, page 87 

 

Month of the Precious Blood – July is the month of the Precious Blood of Christ.  “As we now approach the feast and month devoted 

to honouring Christ’s blood – the price of our redemption, the pledge of salvation and life eternal – may Christians meditate on it 

more fervently, may they savour its fruits more frequently in sacramental communion.”  So wrote Pope John XXIII, in his apostolic 

letter, Inde a Primus, encouraging devotion to the Precious Blood of Christ, June 30, 1960.  Devotion to Christ’s Precious Blood owes 

much to St. Gaspar del Bufalo, the founder of the Missionaries of the Precious Blood, but it has its roots in Scripture.  Remember, 

writes St. Peter, that “you know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable 

things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish” (1 Peter 1:18-19).  In 

the Precious Blood of Christ is healing and forgiveness.  “This blood,” marveled St. Thomas Aquinas, “that but one drop of has the 

power to win / All the world forgiveness of its world of sin.” Companion to the Calendar – A Guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, 

page 87-88 

 

July 1
st

 is Canada Day.  “The strains of “O Canada,” the stirring anthem of that nation, will resound many times today as its citizens 

celebrate our nationhood.  On this day in 1867, the British North American provinces officially joined together under the name of 

Canada.  So today is the equivalent in Canada of Independence Day in the United States of America.  It is a Canadian national holiday 

marking the start of summer.  Parades, picnics, clean-up projects, and, of course, fireworks will happen everywhere.  In Ottawa, 

Ontario, the nation’s capital, a resounding noon show features Canadian performers who have achieved worldwide fame.  Some 

observances elsewhere feature aboriginal elders and chiefs speaking about the traditions of the First Nations – the peoples who 

lived in Canada before the arrival of Europeans.  It used to be said that the sun never set on the British Empire because Britain held 

lands all over the world.  Even after the United States fought for its independence, the sun still shone on British soil in North America 

for nearly 100 years.  Then, on July 1, 1867, the provinces of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Ontario, and Quebec joined together to 

form their own government.  Now the country of Canada has ten provinces and two territories.  Canada Day (also called Dominion 

Day) will be celebrated all over the vast nation today.  A jazz festival in Montreal, a gold panning competition in the Rocky 

Mountains, and even a rubber duck race on the Yukon River will be held, along with fireworks, parades, and family reunions.  Since 

1959, Windsor, Ontario, and Detroit, Michigan have celebrated their countries’ independence days with the International Freedom 

Festival.  It’s held on the days between Canada Day and Independence Day.  The Detroit River, which separates the cities, it the site 

of a spectacular fireworks display.”  Companion to the Calendar – A Guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, page 89 

 

Faith Development – Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation Gaudete et Exsultate 

“CHAPTER ONE – THE CALL TO HOLINESS – THE SAINTS “NEXT DOOR” 
8. Let us be spurred on by the signs of holiness that the Lord shows us through the humblest 
members of that people which “shares also in Christ’s prophetic office, spreading abroad a living  
witness to him, especially by means of a life of faith and charity”.[5] We should consider the fact 
that, as Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross suggests, real history is made by so many of them. 
As she writes: “The greatest figures of prophecy and sanctity step forth out of the darkest night. 
But for the most part, the formative stream of the mystical life remains invisible. Certainly the most 
decisive turning points in world history are substantially co-determined by souls whom no history 
book ever mentions. And we will only find out about those souls to whom we owe the decisive 
turning points in our personal lives on the day when all that is hidden is revealed”.[6] 
papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-exsultate.pdf  
   
Catholic Character Education and the Virtue of Justice 

Justice is a cardinal virtue; it is an important virtue because we are ready to learn other virtues after we know how to live justice.  

There are four types of justice.  The fourth type of Justice is social justice, that is the type of justice that helps us to live the gospel 

message of Jesus and with it everyone should be able to contribute to how society operates. 

Living Our Mission Statement 
We strive to affirm the sacredness of life and respect for all creation.  Isn’t it easy to affirm the sacredness of life in this beautiful 
weather.  The tent caterpillars are a bit difficult to respect but every creature was created by God for the good of the earth.  So I am 
going to try hard to appreciate the caterpillars.   
 
 



 
Staff Self-Care Tip of the Week – For the next few weeks, I am going to post activities for self-care for the Big List: 
1.  Go to see the Incredibles 2 and allow yourself to laugh 4.  Smell a flower 
2.  Smile       5.  Pray for someone 
3.  Drink your cup of coffee outdoors   6.  Do a random act of goodness 
 
Catholicity – Strategic Direction of the Multi Year Strategic Plan 
Celebrate that this is the end of our academic year.  Summer holidays are on the horizon.  God is good, all the time.  All the time, 
God is good. 
 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 2012 Calls to Action 
“In order to redress the legacy of residential schools and advance the process of Canadian reconciliation, the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission makes the following calls to action. 

Reconciliation 
National Council for Reconciliation 
55. We call upon all levels of government to provide annual reports or any current data requested by the National Council for 
Reconciliation so that it can report on the progress towards reconciliation. The reports or data would include, but not be limited to: 
vii. Progress on reducing the overrepresentation of Aboriginal people in the justice and correctional systems. 
To accomplish this goal, we need to give justice and correctional officials Indigenous cultural awareness and the Blanket exercise. 
 
Twenty-first Century Learning 
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=10CBF1NU&utm_source >  Doctor Spots Lump On Woman’s Throat While Watching HGTV – 
Inspirational Video - 6.47 min  Positive power of social media. 
 
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=YKPYLGNX&utm_source > Father-Daughter Commercial Has the Internet in Tears – 2.59 min 
Windex created this powerful commercial for Father’s Day. 
 
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=YWZLKPNX&utm_source > Father of 6 Earns Simon’s Golden Buzzer – Inspirational Video – 
5.35 min  Michael Ketterer is a pediatric mental health nurse and father of 6.  Of his 6 children, 5 of them are adopted and Michael 
wants them all to know that they are in a safe place where they are free to dream.   
 
https://www.kairoscanada.org/kairos-top-12-wishes-for-2018 
 > If Grade 7 and 8 classes or high school classes who have had the Blanket Exercise want an extension activity, they may find one 
here. 
 

https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources > Resources for teaching difficult topics in history 

 

www.CARFLEO.com > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade  

 

http://www.wccm-canada.ca/ > This is the Canadian site for the World Community of Christian Meditation > Ten Helpful Hints for 

the Teacher > http://media.wix.com/ugd/1e8072_89404bfd48bd4bd6a98dd6b862be2c0d.pdf  

 

Saints Kit – All the saints of the Roman Calendar and More by Sister Mary Kathleen Glavich, S.N.D., and other Sisters of Notre Dame, Chardon 

“St. Cyril of Alexandria – Feast Day June 27 –What would a saint born in the land of camels, pyramids, and the Great 

Sphinx be like?  Cyril was born in Alexandria, the famous Egyptian centre of learning.  Little is known about his early life.  We know 
he became archbishop of Alexandria when his uncle, the former archbishop, died.  During his first years in this position, he was quite 
strict, sometimes even severe, with heretics and other people who caused trouble for the Christians of his diocese.  As he grew older 
and gained more experience, he grew in compassion and forgiveness.  Cyril became famous for his action at the Council of Ephesus.  
He tried very hard to make the heretic Nestorius understand that Christ was truly God and man united as one person.  He defended 
the teaching that Mary is the Mother of God, and insisted on calling her Theotokos, a Greek name meaning “God-bearer” or 
“Mother of God.”  Several bishops who sided with Nestorius succeeded in having Cyril sent to prison.  They called him the heretic.  
Three representatives from the pope arrived in Ephesus in time to save Cyril from further trouble.  Because of his long, hard struggle 
with heretics and his forceful writing about doctrine, Cyril was named a Doctor of the Church.  He is also known as the Doctor of the 
Incarnation.  St. Cyril, pray that we grow in love for Mary, Mother of God! ” Card 78   
 

 

https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=10CBF1NU&utm_source
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=YKPYLGNX&utm_source
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=YWZLKPNX&utm_source
https://www.kairoscanada.org/kairos-top-12-wishes-for-2018
https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources
http://www.carfleo.com/
http://www.wccm-canada.ca/
http://media.wix.com/ugd/1e8072_89404bfd48bd4bd6a98dd6b862be2c0d.pdf


FUN BIBLE Trivia for Kids by Barbour Publishing 

1.  The story of Abraham is found in the book of Genesis.       T or F 

 

2.  Abraham was named Abram before God changed his name.      T or F 

 

3.  God told Abraham to  

A.  build an ark   B.  become Jesus’ disciple C.  make a movie called The 10 Commandments D.  obey him 

 

4.  When Abraham saw God, he 

A.  told God he was afraid     C.  built an altar 

B.  bowed down, touching his face to the ground  D.  asked Him for a son 

 

5.  God promised Abraham he would have many descendants.       T or F 

 

FUN BIBLE Trivia for Kids by Barbour Publishing 

1.  God also promised Abraham 

A.  great riches      C.  a coat of many colours 

B.  a chariot and seven swift horses    D.  the land of Canaan 

 

2.  God plans for His covenant with Abraham to last forever.       T or F 

 

3.  God gave Abram the name Abraham because 

A.  it fit better with the song “Father Abraham”  C.  Abraham was to be the father of many nations 

B.  it was easier to spell     D.  He wanted to name him after Abraham Lincoln 

 

4.  God said that some of Abraham’s descendants would be kings.      T or F 

 

5.  As part of the covenant, God wanted Abraham and his descendants to worship Him.     T or F 

 

 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Pat Carter 

The Incredibles 2 ~ This movie only took 14 years to be made, but the wait was worth it.  Pixar makes great animated movies.  It was 

funny.  It was engaging.  There were moments only adults would understand.  It follows the plot line of the previous movie.  I give 

this movie  

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

Some Assembly Required – The Not-So-Secret Life of a Transgender Teen by Arin Andrews.  This book is a true coming-of-age story 

about knocking down obstacles and embracing family, friendship, and first love.  But more than that, it is a reminder that self-

acceptance does not come ready-made with a manual and spare parts.  Rather, some assembly is required.  I would recommend this 

book to anyone who wants to understand transgendered individuals.  I give this book ☺☺☺☺/5☺  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trivia for Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits at the movies.  
“Did you know that the English translation for the German automaker’s word Volkswagen is People’s Car? It is!”  Wow!    

That is only subliminal if you understand German.  Ha Ha.  http://trivia.fyi/   

http://trivia.fyi/

