
Catholic Culture Update for the week beginning June 17, 2018 

 

A quote to ponder this week 

“Lord, it is good to give thanks to you.”  Psalm 92: 1 

 

June 17th, 2018 is the Eleventh Sunday of Ordinary Time > Practice of Hope > “Scripture often uses trees and plants as symbols for 

God’s action – in the lives of the Israelites and, in Jesus’ ministry, to describe how the Kingdom of God works.  God invites us to 

participate in divine action, and that includes care for the plants of the earth as well as the whole globe.  <> Read the paragraphs 1 

and 2 of Laudato Si, Pope Francis’ encyclical on care of the earth – 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html.  Consider 

taking the St. Francis pledge at http://www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/pledge.  Catholic Climate Covenant will send you some 

resources to put your faith into action.  <>In your home, set up a prayer corner (a good idea in any case), including a card with the 

Canticle of the Sun, composed by St. Francis.”  AT HOME with the WORD 2018, page 101   
 

Scripture Insights – “Today’s Word reminds us that the Lord is at work in the world, in us, and in spreading God’s Kingdom.  The 

prophet Ezekiel addresses the people of Israel encouraging them never to lose hope.  As God’s people, they are assured that their 

fortunes will be reversed.  The prophet offers a beautiful image:  God takes a shoot from a cedar tree and plants it in the ground, 

where it grows into a majestic tree.  In like manner, this loving God, whose power makes mighty trees grow, will restore the people 

of Israel.  “We walk by faith, and not by sight” is a call Paul addresses to his friends in Corinth: Remember that life is a journey to the 

Lord.  No matter what happens Christ journeys with us.  Our faith in Christ offers the confidence that we can face every challenge.  

Consequently, we are called to act in a way that pleases the Lord.  The Gospel presents two parables that focus on God’s work within 

us and in the spread of God’s Kingdom.  In the first parable, Jesus compares the growth of God’s Kingdom on earth to God’s creative 

power working mysteriously in the world of nature.  In the second parable, Jesus compares the growth of the Kingdom to a small 

mustard seek planted in the ground that becomes the largest of plants.  All these readings challenge us to remember that the work 

we do is ultimately not ours, but the Lord’s.  God works in mysterious ways within our lives and within the world in the growth of 

God’s Kingdom.  The future that lies ahead is mysterious, but it is rooted in God’s love for his people, beginning with the people of 

Israel and culminating with Jesus and the growth of the Christian Church. 

 Reread the first sentence of the Second Reading carefully.  What do you think Paul means by “We walk by faith and not by 

sight”? 

 In your own life where have you seen God’s mysterious power at work lately? 

 How do the images of God’s working in nature help you understand God’s working in our lives?” AT HOME with the WORD 2018, 

page 101    
 

June 17
th

 is also Father’s Day.  “Many Canadians observe Father’s Day on the third Sunday of June. It is a day for people to show 
their appreciation for fathers and father figures. Father figures may include stepfathers, fathers-in-law, guardians (eg. foster 
parents), and family friends.  Many people in Canada celebrate Father’s Day in a variety of ways to express their love and gratitude 
to fathers or father figures. Father’s Day activities include (but are not limited to): 

 Participating in Father’s Day fun runs and other events in which the proceeds go towards charity or prostate cancer research.  

 Buying presents such as neckties and other items of clothing, chocolates, books or equipment for various types of hobbies. 

 Giving handmade or purchased cards. 

 Breakfasts, brunches, lunches, or dinners either at home or in restaurants. 

 Taking fathers or father figures out to the movies, the park, the zoo, or another place of interest. 

Some people organize joint Father’s Day parties and activities with close friends and family. Those who live away from their fathers 
or father figures may make long-distance phone calls, send an email or online card, or arrange for gifts to be delivered on Father’s 
Day.  Some museums and other venues open to the general public may host special Father’s Day celebrations where fathers and 
father figures can enter free of charge.”  https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/canada/father-day 

 

June 19
th

 is the memorial of St. Romuald, Abbot.  “St. Romuald (c. 950-1027) was born in Ravenna and led a self-indulgent life as a 

young man, but when he saw his father kill an opponent in a duel, he fled to a monastery.  Romuald yearned for a stricter life than 

he found there, and so he withdrew to become a hermit.  Eventually, he founded the Camaldolese branch of the Benedictine family, 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
http://www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/pledge
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/canada/father-day


integrating community life with the solitary life.  His monks live and work in individual hermitages but come together to celebrate 

Eucharist and the Liturgy of the Hours.”   Companion to the Calendar – A Guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, page 83  St. Romuald, 

help us to meditate so we can live in peace with God, like you did.  Dedicate your meditation today to St. Romuald. 

 

June 20
th

 is World Refugees Day.  In a world where violence forces thousands of families to flee for their lives each day, the time is 
now to show that the global public stands with refugees.  On World Refugee Day, held every year on June 20th, we commemorate 
the strength, courage and perseverance of millions of refugees. This year, World Refugee Day also marks a key moment for the 
public to show support for families forced to flee.   

June 21 is the Summer Solstice.  “In 2017, the summer solstice falls on Wednesday, June 21, at 12:24 A.M. EDT.  The timing of 
the solstice depends on when the Sun reaches its northernmost point from the equator.  The word solstice is from the 
Latin solstitium, from sol (sun) and stitium (to stop), reflecting the fact that the Sun appears to stop at this time (and again at the 
winter solstice).  The summer solstice in the Northern Hemisphere ranges in date from June 20 to 22. This occurs in part because of 
the difference between the Gregorian calendar system, which normally has 365 days, and the tropical year (how long it takes Earth 
to orbit the Sun once), which has about 365.242199 days. To compensate for the missing fraction of days, the Gregorian calendar 
adds a leap day about every 4 years, which makes the date for summer jump backward. However, the date also changes because of 
other influences, such as the gravitational pull from the Moon and planets, as well as the slight wobble in Earth’s rotation.”  
http://www.almanac.com/content/first-day-summer-2017-summer-solstice  

 

June 21 is Aboriginal Day.  “Canada’s National Aboriginal Day is annually held on June 21 to celebrate the unique heritage, diverse 
cultures, and outstanding achievements of the nation’s Aboriginal peoples. There are three Aboriginal groups in Canada – the First 
Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples.  Canada’s National Aboriginal Day gives many people the chance to learn more about Aboriginal 
people and their contributions towards the country’s development and progress. First Nations, Métis and Inuit people have the 
opportunity to showcase their cultures and achievements throughout Canada on this day. 
National Aboriginal Day events are held in every region across Canada. Activities and events include (but are not limited to): 

 Summer solstice festivals. 

 Barbecue fundraisers. 

 Social networking gatherings with traditional and contemporary music, dance and singing. 

 Sacred fire extinguishing ceremonies. 

 Traditional feasts, which may include fry bread and moose stew. 

 The cutting of a cake to honor National Aboriginal Day. 
National Aboriginal Day in Canada gives people of all walks of life the opportunity to celebrate and share knowledge about the 
Aboriginal peoples’ values, customs, languages, and culture.”  https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/canada/national-aboriginal-day  

 

Faith Development – Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation Gaudete et Exsultate 

“CHAPTER ONE – THE CALL TO HOLINESS – THE SAINTS “NEXT DOOR” 
7. I like to contemplate the holiness present in the patience of God’s people: in those parents who 
raise their children with immense love, in those men and women who work hard to support their 
families, in the sick, in elderly religious who never lose their smile. In their daily perseverance I see 
the holiness of the Church militant. Very often it is a holiness found in our next-door neighbours, 
those who, living in our midst, reflect God’s presence. We might call them “the middle class of 
holiness”. [4]papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-exsultate.pdf  
   
Catholic Character Education and the Virtue of Justice 

Justice is a cardinal virtue; it is an important virtue because we are ready to learn other virtues after we know how to live justice.  

There are four types of justice.  The third type of Justice is legal justice, the rules which we are required to obey as law.   

Living Our Mission Statement 
We are dedicated to excellence in education and the desire to live the values of Jesus.   What does this mean?  Do we bring our 
best to each day?  Do we work diligently and go beyond others’ expectations?  Do we set a good example for others to follow or 
outdo?   
 
 
 

http://www.almanac.com/content/first-day-summer-2017-summer-solstice
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/canada/national-aboriginal-day


Staff Self-Care Tip of the Week – For the next few weeks, I am going to post activities for self-care for the Big List: 
1.  Memorize lines from your favourite movie  4.  Draw a picture 
2.  Take some photographs    5.  Write a song 
3.  Turn on some upbeat happy music and dance  6.  Plant a garden 
 
Governance – Strategic Direction of the Multi Year Strategic Plan 
We are blessed to have Trustees that are committed to being strong leaders.  There is a booklet available for those considering 
“Making a Difference for Kids” by Running for Election as a School Board Trustee.  It is a guide for Candidates and Communities.  
There is also a website – elections.ontarioschooltrustees.org  
 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 2012 Calls to Action 
“In order to redress the legacy of residential schools and advance the process of Canadian reconciliation, the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission makes the following calls to action. 

Reconciliation 
National Council for Reconciliation 
55. We call upon all levels of government to provide annual reports or any current data requested by the National Council for 
Reconciliation so that it can report on the progress towards reconciliation. The reports or data would include, but not be limited to: 
vi. Progress on reducing the rate of criminal victimization of Aboriginal people, including data related to homicide and family 
violence victimization and other crimes. 
 
Twenty-first Century Learning 
https://www.kairoscanada.org/kairos-top-12-wishes-for-2018 
 > If Grade 7 and 8 classes or high school classes who have had the Blanket Exercise want an extension activity, they may find one 
here. 
 

https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources > Resources for teaching difficult topics in history 

 

www.CARFLEO.com > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade  

 

http://www.wccm-canada.ca/ > This is the Canadian site for the World Community of Christian Meditation > Ten Helpful Hints for 

the Teacher > http://media.wix.com/ugd/1e8072_89404bfd48bd4bd6a98dd6b862be2c0d.pdf  

 

Saints Kit – All the saints of the Roman Calendar and More by Sister Mary Kathleen Glavich, S.N.D., and other Sisters of Notre Dame, Chardon 

“St. Aloysius Gonzaga – Feast Day June 21 – Aloysius was born in Italy to a noble family.  His mother wanted him to be a 

priest, but his father was determined to have his oldest son become a military leader or a famous political figure.  At the age of five, 
Aloysius was sent to a military camp to begin his career.  His mother and his tutor were displeased when he came home using the 
rough, coarse language of the camp.  At the age of seven, Aloysius received a special insight from God.  While other boys were 
dreaming about being military heroes or heads of wealthy estates, Aloysius thought of other matters.  He decided to be a saint, and 
he began acting on that decision.  He prayed long hours at night and fasted several times a week.  In his early teens Aloysius was a 
page in the courts of Italy and later, Spain.  While Aloysius was in Spain with his parents, he read the lives of Jesuit missionaries and 
decided to become a Jesuit.  At the age of seventeen, despite his father’s objections Aloysius gave up his inheritance and joined the 
Society of Jesus.  The novice director, who was in charge of training Aloysius, advised him to cut down on his long hours of prayer 
and to give up some of his fasting and other penances.  Aloysius learned to balance his life more.  His spiritual director was St. 
Robert Bellarmine.  In 1591 a serious epidemic broke out in Rome.  Aloysius volunteered to serve in a hospital set up by the Jesuits 
to care for the stricken people.  Hospitals at that time were not the clean, orderly places we know today.  At the hospital Aloysius 
became very ill.  He died at twenty-three years of age.  Aloysius, like many young people, never did anything by halves!  He gave his 
all to God and others.  St. Aloysius, pray for us! ” Card 75  What do you want to be when you grow up? 
 

FUN BIBLE Trivia for Kids by Barbour Publishing 

1.  Noah could see the mountaintops after 

A.  7 ½ months   B.  10 months  C.  7 days   D.  40 days and 40 nights 

 

2.  After the second time out, the dove brought Noah 

A.  a Rebecca St. James CD  B.  another dove  C.  a McDonald’s Happy Meal D.  an olive branch 

 

https://www.kairoscanada.org/kairos-top-12-wishes-for-2018
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3.  After God saved Noah’s family from the flood, Noah 

A.  opened Noah’s Yacht Club    C.  built an altar to God and made sacrifices upon it 

B.  made a golden calf     D.  learned to swim 

 

4.  God promised not to destroy the earth by flood again.       T or F 

 

5.  When the people first started building the Tower of Babel, they all spoke the same language.   T or F 

 

FUN BIBLE Trivia for Kids by Barbour Publishing 

1.  The story of Abraham is found in the book of Genesis.       T or F 

 

2.  Abraham was named Abram before God changed his name.      T or F 

 

3.  God told Abraham to  

A.  build an ark   B.  become Jesus’ disciple C.  make a movie called The 10 Commandments D.  obey him 

 

4.  When Abraham saw God, he 

A.  told God he was afraid     C.  built an altar 

B.  bowed down, touching his face to the ground  D.  asked Him for a son 

 

5.  God promised Abraham he would have many descendants.       T or F 

 

 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Pat Carter 

Book Club ~ This movie is about four long-time friends who share at a book club.  The friends are played by Jane Fonda, Mary 

Steenburgen, Candice Bergen and Diane Keaton.   Jane Fonda introduces the Book Club to 50 Shades of Grey.  The book changes 

their outlook and some of their relationships.  There are some very funny moments.  These ladies ought to make more movies 

together.  I give this movie  

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

Scarborough by Catherine Hernandez.  This book is written from the perspective of some disadvantaged children who attend a 

before/after school program close to their school.  The language is typical of those from impoverished environments.  The woman 

who manages the program cares deeply for the children and their families, but she is harassed and discouraged by her supervisor 

who is eventually fired for harassment.  This is a tender story.  It speaks of the reality of how poverty creates barriers for young 

people.  I could not put this book down.  It was a novel but read like it could have described many impoverished settings I’ve known.  

I give this book ☺☺☺☺/5☺  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Trivia for Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits at the movies.  
“In 1985, Vertigo, a sub-label of Phonogram, issued the world’s first CD single in Europe to promote the landmark Dire Straits 

album Brothers in Arms and the resulting world concert tour.  The four-track single featured long and short versions of the album’s 

title track, a portion of “Why Worry” from Brothers in Arms, and “Going Home”, a solo hit by Mark Knopfler.  This CD single was 

released in conjuction with the concert tour’s sponsor, Philips, a co-inventor of the CD format with Sony.” 

http://www.keithhirsch.com/the-first-cd-single-dire-straits-brothers-in-arms  

http://www.keithhirsch.com/the-first-cd-single-dire-straits-brothers-in-arms

