
Catholic Culture Update for the week beginning May 13, 2018 

 

A quote to ponder this week 

“Bless the Lord, O my soul.”  Psalm 103 

 

May 13th, 2018 is Seventh Sunday of Easter > Practice of Hope > “In the days after Jesus’ Death and Resurrection, the Apostles 

moved to make their community whole.  They knew that to effectively witness to Jesus’ rising, unity was required.  <>Help create 

wholeness in your parish, bit by bit.  After Mass today, reach out to someone on the margins and invite him or her to sit with you for 

coffee and a doughnut.  <>Learn about an effort underway in the Holy Land to bring unity in a most fragile relationship, between 

Christians and Muslims.  The Jordanian Interfaith Coexistence Research Center – http://www.coexistencejordan.org- seeks to repair 

misunderstandings.  <>Christians and Muslims address one God.  Ramadan, a Muslim holy period, begins this year after sunset on 

May 15.  Say a prayer to God for the wellbeing of our Muslim brothers and sisters.”  AT HOME with the WORD 2018, page 89    

 

May 13
th

 is also the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord > “The Gospel does not tell us exactly how long after his Resurrection 

Jesus ascended to the Father.  In celebrating the Ascension forty days after Easter, the Church looks to the Acts of the Apostles 1:3, 

“After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking 

about the kingdom of God.”  With his Ascension into heaven, Jesus is no longer visible to his disciples.  And yet, far from being sad, 

Luke tells us that they “returned to Jerusalem with great joy” (Luke 24:52).  The Church, too, celebrates the Ascension with great joy; 

there is not a note of sadness in the liturgy today.  Why?  Because the Ascension is our feast, too.  When Jesus ascends into heaven, 

he goes to make room for us there.  In the memorable words of Pope Benedict XVI: “You have risen and have made a place for our 

transfigured flesh in the very heart of God” (Way of the Cross, Pauline Books and Media, pp. 134-135).  Jesus is the head, and we are 

members of his body; where he has gone, we hope to follow.  “There is an upward movement in the whole of creation,” said St. 

Maximus of Turin in a homily long ago, “each element raising itself to something higher…. In one and the same movement, our 

Saviour’s passion raises men from the depths, lifts them up from the earth, and sets them in the heights” (Office of Readings, 

Volume II, p. 816).  But the Ascension isn’t just about looking up.  It’s also about looking around us.  In the Entrance Antiphon for the 

Mass during the Day, we hear words from the Acts of the Apostles: “People of Galilee why gaze in wonder at the heavens? / This 

Jesus whom you saw ascending into heaven / will return as you saw him go, alleluia” (Acts 1:11).  We do not need to gaze into the 

sky, searching for our Lord.  Because even as he goes, he remains with us:  “I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matt. 

28:20).  We need only look around us to find signs of his abiding presence in our midst, in his Body, the Church, in the sacraments, 

and in his beloved poor.  The Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord traditionally takes place on Thursday of the Sixth Week of 

Easter, exactly forty days after Easter.  But because for most people that is a working day, many ecclesiastical provinces in Canada 

observe this day on the nearest Sunday, and it takes the place of the Seventh Sunday of Easter.  The readings and prayers of the 

Ascension of the Lord will then replace those of the Seventh Sunday of Easter.”  Companion to the Calendar, A Guide to the Saints, Seasons, and 

Holidays of the Year, page 19. 

 

Scripture Insights > “One week before Pentecost, today’s readings focus on the early Christians and how they managed to continue 

Jesus’ mission after his Death and Resurrection.  In the First Reading, we learn how after Jesus’ Ascension into heaven Matthias was 

selected to replace the Apostle Judas, the one who betrayed Jesus.  (In case you have ever wondered why Jesus, guided by the Holy 

Spirit, managed to choose such a flawed follower, Luke makes it clear that God planned it that way.)  The Second Reading reminds us 

that Jesus did not leave his beloved disciples alone after his mission was completed.  The love that they had for one another was the 

sign that God remained in them and that God’s love was perfect in them.  And how did they know that?  Through the Holy Spirit.  

The Resurrection was a great dividing line in human history and also in the development of human consciousness.  Teachings of 

Jesus that were enigmatic and alarming before the Resurrection took on new depth as the disciples slowly came to understand the 

larger picture.  In today’s Gospel, Jesus is presented as praying to the Father in the moments before he departed for the garden 

where he was betrayed by Judas.  He asks the Father to keep his disciples in his name so they can be one as he and the Father are 

one, and, as he sends them out into the world, he asks that they be protected from the evil one.  Imagine his disciples’ reaction as 

they overheard his prayer. 

 The First Reading shows the Apostles asking God to guide the group’s choice of the new Apostle.  What other ways might 

group decisions be made under God’s guidance? 

 As you pray over the Gospel, enter into dialog with Jesus over the content of his prayer.  What questions would you like to 

ask of him?  What hopes and anxieties does his prayer bring to mind for you? 

http://www.coexistencejordan.org-/


 Reflect on the Second Reading and allow it to challenge you about the decisions you make today.  What will you do to show 

that God remains in you and that his love is perfected in you? ”  AT HOME with the WORD 2018, page 89 

 

May 13th is also Mother’s Day.  “In the Middle Ages, many people had to travel far from home to earn a living.  They became 

servants where work was available or they learned a trade from someone who was willing to teach them.  These people were given 

a special holiday every year.  It came on the Fourth Sunday of Lent, on Laetare (“Rejoice”) Sunday.  In the liturgy on this day, the city 

of Jerusalem is called our mother.  We rejoice because when Easter arrives, we will be reunited with mother Jerusalem.  And so, 

Laetare Sunday came to be called Mothering Sunday.  On this day people would go home to see their mothers.  Many family 

reunions were held.  People were even excused from the Lenten fast on that day.  The Mother’s Day we have in May was started in 

the early twentieth century by an American woman named Anna Jarvis.  After her mother died, she suggested that a memorial 

service be held in church to honour all mothers.  The first such service was held in a Philadelphia church in 1908.  Those who 

attended were asked to wear white carnations in memory of their mothers.  People were so taken with the observance of such a day 

that in 1914 Congress, in the States, proclaimed the second Sunday in May as Mother’s Day.  Other countries adopted the idea.  In 

England, the old custom of Mothering Sunday in Lent was restored.  Mother’s Day is observed in many other countries, but not 

always on the same day.  A mother provides life and nourishment.  On this day we remember all who are examples of a mother’s 

love.  This holiday has been adopted by Canada.” Companion to the Calendar – A Guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, page 68. 

 

May 14 is the Feast of St. Matthias, Apostle.  “Before the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the eleven remaining Apostles had 

the task of replacing Judas Iscariot, who had completed suicide after his betrayal of Jesus.  They cast lots, and Matthias (first century) 

was chosen from among the 120 disciples (Acts 1:18-26).  He was selected as a candidate by the Apostles because he met the 

following two qualifications: (1) a disciple of Jesus from Jesus’ baptism to his Ascension and (2) a witness to Jesus’ Resurrection.  

Tradition has him preaching in Judea and then in Georgia in the Caucasus, where he was crucified.  The apocryphal Acts of Andrew 

and Matthias speak of a mission to evangelize cannibals.  Other traditions put him in Ethiopia and in Jerusalem, where he is 

supposed to have been stoned and beheaded.  His symbol in art is an axe, from the legend of his beheading.”  Companion to the Calendar 

– A Guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, page 75  St. Matthias, when we are not chosen first for a position or a team, help us to 

have hope that we will be chosen when the time is right.  What qualifications do you have to be a follower of Jesus? 
 

May 15
th

 is a memorial of St. Isidore.  “Today we honour St. Isidore the Farmer (c. 1080-1130), not St. Isidore of Seville, the Doctor of 

the Church whose memorial falls on April 4.  Isidore the Farmer was born in Madrid to poor parents who sent him to work for a 

landowner.  He was very devout and married a like-minded woman.  Maria, who also became a saint.  Isidore  attended daily Mass 

and was often late arriving at the fields, but he managed to get his work done nonetheless.  He shared the little he had with the 

poor.  He is the patron saint of farmers; it is fitting to remember him in the Northern Hemisphere’s agricultural season.”  Companion to 

the Calendar – A Guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, page 75.  St. Isidore, encourage those who grow crops to have patience.  Be 

aware of the work of farmers as you eat today. 

 

May 15
th

 is Educational Assistants Appreciation Day!  Thank you EAs for the work you do to assist us. 

 

May 15
th

 is also International Day of Families.  “Although families all over the world have transformed greatly over the past decades 
in terms of their structure and as a result of global trends and demographic changes, the United Nations still recognizes the family as 
the basic unit of society. The International Day of Families provides an opportunity to promote awareness of issues relating to 
families and to increase knowledge of the social, economic and demographic processes affecting them.  It has inspired a series of 
awareness-raising events, including national family days. In many countries, this day is an opportunity to highlight different areas of 
interest and importance to families.  The International Day of Families is observed on the 15th of May every year. Activities include 
workshops and conferences, radio and television programmes, newspaper articles and cultural programmes highlighting relevant 
themes.  The 2018 theme is “Families and inclusive societies.”  This year’s observance will explore the role of families and family 
policies in advancing Sustainable Development Goal 16 in terms of promoting peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable 
development. 

May 16
th

 is a Board Meeting Night.  There will be mass at 6:30 in the chapel.  Let us pray for good decisions to be made. 

Faith Development – Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation Gaudete et Exsultate 

“1. “REJOICE AND BE GLAD” (Mt 5:12), Jesus tells those persecuted or humiliated for his sake. 
The Lord asks everything of us, and in return he offers us true life, the happiness for which we 
were created. He wants us to be saints and not to settle for a bland and mediocre existence. The 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/peace-justice/


call to holiness is present in various ways from the very first pages of the Bible. We see it 
expressed in the Lord’s words to Abraham: “Walk before me, and be blameless” (Gen 17:1). 
2. What follows is not meant to be a treatise on holiness, containing definitions and distinctions 
helpful for understanding this important subject, or a discussion of the various means of 
sanctification. My modest goal is to repropose the call to holiness in a practical way for our own 
time, with all its risks, challenges and opportunities. For the Lord has chosen each one of us “to be 
holy and blameless before him in love” (Eph 1:4).” papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-exsultate.pdf  

   
Catholic Character Education and the Virtues + Patience, Community and Compassion 

We live in society that is becoming increasingly less patient.  We need to practice patience to develop it.  Christian meditation 

helps to practice being still and silent.  Encourage your students to develop patience, it is a skill for a happier life.  When we are 

patient with each other we have a strong community. 

 
Living Our Mission Statement 
Rooted in Jesus Christ – Jesus is the only one of my friends who has never disappointed me!  Be rooted in Jesus and live! 
 
Staff Self-Care Tip of the Week – For the next few weeks, I am going to post activities for self-care for the Big List: 
1.  Go for a swim      4.  Play Solitaire 
2.  Go hiking      5.  Visit your favourite web site 
3.  Do something exciting like rock climbing   6.  Do a puzzle with a lot of pieces 
 
Governance – Strategic Direction of the Multi Year Strategic Plan 
We are blessed to have the Board of Trustees that we have.  These women and men work collaboratively with our Admin Council to 
govern our Board well.  Thank you to our Board of Trustees.   
 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 2012 Calls to Action 
“In order to redress the legacy of residential schools and advance the process of Canadian reconciliation, the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission makes the following calls to action. 

Reconciliation 
National Council for Reconciliation 
55. We call upon all levels of government to provide annual reports or any current data requested by the National Council for 
Reconciliation so that it can report on the progress towards reconciliation. The reports or data would include, but not be limited to: 
i. The number of Aboriginal children—including Métis and Inuit children—in care, compared with non-Aboriginal children, the 
reasons for apprehension, and the total spending on preventive and care services by child-welfare agencies. 
In our area Nogdawindamin is responsible for indigenous children in care.  Hopefully, these children will be placed with 
indigenous families so their language, culture and identity will be preserved. 
 
Twenty-first Century Learning 
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=YW6YZLNX&utm_source > 17 Hilarious Christian Ways to Say No – Comedy Video > 1.17 min 
 
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=10M0JJNU&utm_source > Boy Wants to be a Smartphone To Get His Parent’s Attention – 2.19 
min  Inspirational video  As our society continues to advance, we become more and more dependent on technology.  Sometimes, 
this is a great thing but other times it can be a distraction and take us away from living the life that’s all around us. 
 
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=10MFBFNU&utm_source > Dancers Audition for Friend who Survived Terror Attack – 9.50 min 
Inspirational Video  
 
https://www.kairoscanada.org/kairos-top-12-wishes-for-2018 
 > If Grade 7 and 8 classes or high school classes who have had the Blanket Exercise want an extension activity, they may find one 
here. 
 

https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources > Resources for teaching difficult topics in history 

 

www.CARFLEO.com > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade  

 

http://www.wccm-canada.ca/ > This is the Canadian site for the World Community of Christian Meditation > Ten Helpful Hints for 

the Teacher > http://media.wix.com/ugd/1e8072_89404bfd48bd4bd6a98dd6b862be2c0d.pdf  

https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=YW6YZLNX&utm_source
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=10M0JJNU&utm_source
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=10MFBFNU&utm_source
https://www.kairoscanada.org/kairos-top-12-wishes-for-2018
https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources
http://www.carfleo.com/
http://www.wccm-canada.ca/
http://media.wix.com/ugd/1e8072_89404bfd48bd4bd6a98dd6b862be2c0d.pdf


 

115 Saintly FUN Facts ~ Smiles and Surprises for Kids of All Ages by Bernadette McCarver Snyder 

“Vincent de Paul >Captured by pirates, sent on a secret mission to France, appointed chaplain to a queen – these were some of 

the adventures of Vincent de Paul, a saint who led an exciting and sometimes dangerous life.  When he was young, Vincent was 
captured by pirates and SOLD as a slave.  Two years later, he managed to escape and returned to Rome to continue his studies.  But 
then he was sent on the secret mission and later was named to be the chaplain to the queen.  He also became a teacher in the 
household of a count who was the general in charge of galleys – long boats equipped with many oars that were manned by slaves.  
(There were NO motorboats way back then!)  Of course, the galley slaves lived very sad lives, and Vincent began to minister to them.  
Although he was friends with royalty and nobility, Vincent’s whole life became devoted to serving slaves, peasants, and the poor.  
Soon he had many helpers, and their work spread to far-flung countries.  Vincent’s life was exciting, but even more important, it was 
a life devoted to helping others!  Do you think YOUR life is exciting?  Do you think it WILL BE some day?  Even more important, do 
you think your life will be worthwhile – a life of service, a life of goodness, a life that accomplishes something?  What could you DO 
to be of service, to help others some day – OR what could you do THIS day?” pages 136-137 
 

WHAT DO YOU KNOW?  A CATHOLIC EDUCATION HISTORY TRIVIA QUIZ by Pat Carter csj 

1.  When did the government first allow for denominational schools in Ontario?  1841 – First School Act for the Province of Upper 

Canada 

 

2.  What act gave provision for Catholic schools to be secured constitutionally?  The British North America Act - 1867 

 

3.  What year did Catholic high schools receive full funding? 1986 

 

4.  Which is the oldest elementary school in the Board?  Sacred Heart School began as a single room in the back of Sacred Heart 

Church [now Precious Blood Cathedral] in 1888. 

 

5.  Which elementary school joined the Board most recently?  In 2009, Holy Name of Jesus Catholic School joined us. 
 

FUN BIBLE Trivia for Kids by Barbour Publishing 

1.  Most of the Old Testament was originally written in the Hebrew language.     T or F 

 

2.  The Old Testament was written before Christ was born.       T or F 

 

3.  The first five books of the Bible are called the: 

A.  Pentateuch   B.  Pentagon   C.  Pimiento   D.  Fantastic Five 

 

4.  Who is given authorship of the first five books of the Bible? 

A.  David    B.  Mark    C.  Moses   D.  Abraham 

 

5.  You can find the Ten Commandments in the following Old Testament book(s): 

A.  Exodus   B.  Deuteronomy   C.  Exodus and Deuteronomy D.  Genesis 

 

BONUS 

6.  Did you know the Jewish people call the first five books in the Bible the Torah?  These books contain the Law given to Moses by 

God.  Today many Jewish people follow dietary laws and other observances set forth in the Torah.  Jesus said Christians do not need 

to follow these laws (John 1:17).  However, we worship the same God and Christians are to follow the Ten Commandments. 

 

 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Pat Carter 

All the Money in the World ~ John Paul Getty’s grandson Paolo is kidnapped in Calabria in 1974.  Michelle Williams plays the part of 

Paolo’s mother.  Christopher Plummer is the grandfather.  Charlie Plummer plays the 16 year old grandson.  Charlie was so 

believable as a young person frightened to death by his situation.  This movie was directed by Ridley Scott.  The movie is based on a 

book written by John Pearson.  The story is based on the true kidnapping of Paolo Getty.   I give this movie  



 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

Seven Fallen Feathers – Racism, Death and Hard Truths in a Northern City by Tanya Talaga This book tells the truth of how seven 

young indigenous teens sent to Thunder Bay, from remote Northern Ontario communities, to go to high school die by drowning in a 

river.  I went to Lakehead University and I felt very sad reading this book.  I really enjoyed my time in Thunder Bay.  Why is there so 

much racism there?  There has been much trouble with law enforcement.  I give this book ☺☺☺☺/5☺ for opening my eyes to the 

racism, death and hard truths in it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Trivia for Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits at the movies.  
“Blue Peter is a British children's television programme, currently shown live on the CBBC television channel. A significant part 

of British culture, it first aired in 1958 and is the longest-running children's TV show in the world.”  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue_Peter  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Live_television
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CBBC_(TV_channel)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_culture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue_Peter

