
Catholic Culture Update for the week beginning May 6, 2018 

 

A quote to ponder this week 

“God is love.”  1 John 

 

May 6th, 2018 is Sixth Sunday of Easter > Practice of Charity > “In turbulent times, it can be challenging to truly love those who are 

different from us, who look different, come from a different country or culture, or hold different political or religious views.  Our 

media culture fuels this divisiveness, turning the “other” into the enemy.  Yet Jesus commands us: “love one another.”  Often we 

love only when it is easy; Jesus asks us to love when it’s hard, just as he did.  <>If we are commanded by Christ to love one another, 

then contempt or hatred for another is a sin.  Is there an individual or group that you find difficult to love?  In prayer, ask for God’s 

heart of love and forgiveness.  Pray this way each day until you can hold them in God’s love.  <>Make an effort to get to know the 

“other” in your world.  Attend Mass at a parish where the demographic is different from your own.  Find a way to meet, work, or 

volunteer together with persons of a different race, culture, or economic status.  <>At Catholic Worker Houses throughout the 

country, people of all races and backgrounds share meals, conversations, and work, in an effort to promote understanding and 

peace.  Consider visiting a Catholic Worker House.  To learn about Catholic Worker read http://www.uscatholic.org/culture/social-

justice/2011/09/house-work-catholic-worker-houses-today.  For a directory of Houses visit 

http://www.catholicworker.org/communities/directory.html ”  AT HOME with the WORD 2018, page 85    

 

Scripture Insights > “On this Sixth Sunday of Easter, we continue our focus on the community of the resurrected Christ, the Easter 

community that is living and life-giving.  In the First Reading, Luke tells the story of Peter’s encounter with Cornelius, a Roman 

centurion and a “God-fearer” (a Gentile Proselyte to Judaism).  Biblical scholars think that these were the first Gentile followers of 

Jesus.  Peter’s speech highlights one of the four marks of the Church, namely, its universality or catholicity.  As Peter expresses his 

new insight, that “God shows no partiality,” the Holy Spirit descends on Cornelius and his relatives even before they were baptized.  

In the Second Reading, we hear again about the love relationship between God and the Christian community.  Genuine and self-

giving love is the attribute of God, which was revealed in the person of Jesus.  But like any good relationship, this divine love comes 

with an obligation: to love one another.  Using the imagery of slave and friend, today’s Gospel continues to explore the theme of 

divine love and love for one another.  During his farewell discourse on the night he is arrested and put to death, Jesus explains to his 

disciples that they are no longer slaves.  Rather, they are his friends.  This is possible because he is about to complete the most 

perfect act of love on their behalf, and because they know him as one who abides with the Father and with them.  The lesson is for 

us as well as the disciples:  as a community of faith, we are Jesus’ friends if we love one another.  The First Reading is only the 

dramatic ending to a wonderful story.  In your Bible read all of chapter 10 and reflect on how God brings about changes in our 

thinking.  What prompts Peter to say “God shows no partiality” and how does he know that the Holy Spirit had come upon Cornelius 

and his household? 

 As you reflect on the Gospel, what does it mean to you to remain in Jesus’ love as he remains in the Father’s love? 

 What do you think connects today’s Responsorial Psalm with the First Reading?”  AT HOME with the WORD 2018, page 85 

 

May 7, 2018 is Remembering the Promise - Day 1 Catholic Education Week 2018 

 

May 7, 2018 at Holy Family Parish there will be a Spring Evening Retreat for all interested.  The retreat will be offered by Sister 

Lea Joanisse.   The theme is based on the Rumi quote:  “Yesterday is gone and its tale told.  Today new seeds are growing.”  Sister 

Lea asks the questions:  Are there “new seeds” trying to sprout up in your life? Are you ready to grow… to become who you were 

created to be? …to let God’s love blossom in and through you?  It will happen from 7:00 – 9:00 in the Parish Hall.  To register please 

call 705-254-4690.  Free-will offering.   

May 8, 2018 is the Promise is Within You - Day 2 Catholic Education Week 2018 

May 9, 2018 is Praying the Promise - Day 3 Catholic Education Week 2018 

 

May 9 at St. Jerome’s Parish there will be Taizé prayer for all interested.  It begins at 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

If you need a quiet time of prayer and stillness, this is the place for you. 

 

May 10, 2018 is Living the Promise - Day 4 Catholic Education Week 2018 – We walk for WATER! 

http://www.uscatholic.org/culture/social-justice/2011/09/house-work-catholic-worker-houses-today
http://www.uscatholic.org/culture/social-justice/2011/09/house-work-catholic-worker-houses-today
http://www.catholicworker.org/communities/directory.html


May 11, 2018 is Proclaiming the Promise - Day 5 Catholic Education Week 2018 

 

Faith Development – Studying and Praying Scripture by Michael Cameron 

“A recent study claimed that only 22 percent of American Catholics read the Bible regularly, and just 8 percent are involved in 

Scripture groups. [I would imagine that Canadian Catholics may be on par or at percentages lower than the above.]  Not many know 

how profoundly biblical the Roman Catholic Church has been from her very roots, having “always venerated the divine scriptures as 

she venerates the Body of the Lord” (Di Verbum [Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation], 21).  How many Catholics learn to 

read Scripture?  This essay sketches a path for seekers. 

READING FOR Worship – The goal of reading the Bible is not learning new facts or getting merely private inspiration for living, but 

entering into deeper communion with God.  Allow the Bible to teach you to pray by giving you the words to use in prayer.  The 

psalms are especially apt for this, but any part of the Bible may be prayed.  This practice, dating back more than fifteen hundred 

years, is called lectio divina, Latin for “sacred reading.”  Read Scripture in relation to the Eucharist.  The Bible both prepares for 

Jesus’ real presence and helps us understand it.  The same Jesus who healed the lepers, stilled the storm, and embraced the children 

is present to us in the Word and in the Sacrament.  The Bible is a library of spiritual treasures waiting to be discovered.  The Church 

intends that this treasury be “wide open to the Christian faithful” (Dei Verbum [Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation], 22).”   
AT HOME with the WORD 2018, page 15 

   
Catholic Character Education and the Virtues + Patience, Community and Compassion 

The virtues of patience and compassion help us to build community.  When we feel frustration building it is good to remind 

ourselves to be patient.  Putting yourself in the shoes of the other person will help you to grow in compassion. Compassion is the 

ability to respond to the suffering of others.   Our school community will be a happier, safer place if we grow in these moral 

virtues. 

Living Our Mission Statement 
Guided by the Spirit on our journey, together with family and Church, we mutually invite, encourage and support one another in 
our efforts to transform the world.  Pope Francis recently released an Apostolic Exhortation entitled On the Call to Holiness in 
Today’s World (Gaudete et Exsultate).  We are all called to mutually invite, encourage and support one another in our efforts to 
live good, holy lives.  When that happens, when we walk the talk, the world is transformed.  Let’s do it! 
 
Staff Self-Care Tip of the Week – For the next few weeks, I am going to post activities for self-care for the Big List: 
1.  Take a nap at home     4.  Listen to the radio and sing like you want to 
2.  Go outside and watch the clouds   5.  Go to a sporting event, enjoy the human body in motion 
3.  Ride your bike     6.  Play a game with a friend or with family members 
 
Student Achievement – Strategic Direction of the Multi Year Strategic Plan 
I heard a story from the one of the Elders visiting our students in the Culture room, that when she shared her personal story 
about being a residential school student, the child asked “Why did they treat you like that?”  The child was only in a Junior  grade 
but understood very clearly that what had happened was wrong.  Our students are learning empathy through the sharing of the 
Truth of IRR stories.   Chi miigwich Elders for your courage and truth!!! Your voice is being heard. 
 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 2012 Calls to Action 
“In order to redress the legacy of residential schools and advance the process of Canadian reconciliation, the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission makes the following calls to action. 

Reconciliation 
National Council for Reconciliation 
54. We call upon the Government of Canada to provide multi-year funding for the National Council for Reconciliation to ensure that 
it has the financial, human, and technical resources required to conduct its work, including the endowment of a National  
Reconciliation Trust to advance the cause of reconciliation.   
 
Twenty-first Century Learning 
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=10M9CMNU&utm_source > Priest Sings ‘Everybody Hurts’ For Talent Audition – Inspirational 
Video – 8.04 min  Father Ray Kelly chose to perform R.E.M’s ‘Everybody Hurts’ because, as a minister of faith, he felt that he could 
relate to it. Everybody goes through tough times in their lives but it's how we move forward that truly matters. And as soon as 
Father Kelly started to sing, I knew this performance was going to be amazing. 
 
https://www.kairoscanada.org/kairos-top-12-wishes-for-2018 

https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=10M9CMNU&utm_source
https://www.kairoscanada.org/kairos-top-12-wishes-for-2018


 > If Grade 7 and 8 classes or high school classes who have had the Blanket Exercise want an extension activity, they may find one 
here. 
 

https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources > Resources for teaching difficult topics in history 

 

www.CARFLEO.com > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade  

 

http://www.wccm-canada.ca/ > This is the Canadian site for the World Community of Christian Meditation > Ten Helpful Hints for 

the Teacher > http://media.wix.com/ugd/1e8072_89404bfd48bd4bd6a98dd6b862be2c0d.pdf  

 

115 Saintly FUN Facts ~ Smiles and Surprises for Kids of All Ages by Bernadette McCarver Snyder 

“Veronica > No one knows much about this saint, but the one fact we DO know is that her name was NOT Veronica!  Here’s the 

story.  Suppose you saw a criminal coming down the street with a crowd following him and the criminal looked real sad and his face 
was all smeared with perspiration and blood, and THEN a woman dashed out of the crowd and gave the poor man a cloth to wipe his 
face.  Well, that’s what happened the day Jesus saw crucified.  Jesus had been condemned as a CRIMINAL and was carrying his cross 
to the place where he would be crucified.  Naturally, he looked real sad and the day was hot so he was perspiring and his head was 
bleeding from the crown of thorns.  But instead of trying to help him, the crowd was yelling and making fun of him.  And THEN this 
ONE woman felt so sorry for him that she took the veil (scarf) from her head and ran out and gave it to Jesus so he could wipe his 
face.  And when Jesus gave the veil back to her, she looked and saw it had the IMAGE of Jesus’ face on it!  No one really knows WHO 
the woman was or what happened to her after that, but legend says that she became a Christian, and before she died, she gave the 
veil to Pope Clement.  So why do we call her Veronica?  Well, that’s the Latin for “true image” – and since Jesus left the true image of 
his face on her veil, she became known as Veronica.  What do YOU think Jesus really looked like?  Close your eyes and try to imagine 
how he looked that day when he saw Veronica.  THEN try to imagine how he looks today when HE looks at YOU!”  pages 135-136 
 

WHAT DO YOU KNOW? A Catholic Identity Game for the Whole Community by Peggy O’Neill Fisher 

1.  Who shepherds all the faith communities in a diocese?  The bishop 

 

2.  What is the shepherd’s staff that the bishop carries in formal ceremonies?  His crozier 

 

3.  What are the three jobs of the bishop in leading the faith communities? To teach, sanctify, and guide. 

 

4.  What name do we usually call the bishop of Rome?  The Pope, today we have Pope Francis 

 

5.  What do we call bishops who wear red and elect the pope?  The cardinals 

 

WHAT DO YOU KNOW?  A CATHOLIC EDUCATION HISTORY TRIVIA QUIZ by Pat Carter csj 

1.  When did the government first allow for denominational schools in Ontario? 

 

2.  What act gave provision for Catholic schools to be secured constitutionally? 

 

3.  What year did Catholic high schools receive full funding? 

 

4.  Which is the oldest elementary school in the Board? 

 

5.  Which elementary school joined the Board most recently? 
 

 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Pat Carter 

The Zookeeper’s Wife ~ This movie is situated in the Warsaw City Zoo.  The time is Second World War.  The Nazis have invaded 

Poland and have started to round up the Jewish people and house them in a ghetto.  The zookeeper (played by Jan Heldenbergh) 

and his wife (played by Jessica Chastain) creatively and courageously save about 300 Jews from the ghetto.   Jessica did a great job 

with this character.  This is based on true story of the heroes Antonia and Jan Żabiński.  I love to see movies of real heroes who do 

amazing things.     I give this movie  

https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources
http://www.carfleo.com/
http://www.wccm-canada.ca/
http://media.wix.com/ugd/1e8072_89404bfd48bd4bd6a98dd6b862be2c0d.pdf


 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

X by Sue Grafton ~ Another Kinsey Millhone novel about a serial killer who leaves no trace of his crimes.  It was darker than usual 

story.  Will someone complete the Alphabet series for Grafton, now that she has died?  Or did she complete it herself.  Only time will 

tell.  I give this book ☺☺☺☺/5☺  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Trivia for Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits at the movies.  
 “General Hospital is the longest running Soap opera on TV, running for 12401 episodes .”  That’s LONG!  Huh!   
https://www.ranker.com/list/longest-running-us-soap-operas/tvs-frank  

https://www.ranker.com/list/longest-running-us-soap-operas/tvs-frank

