
Catholic Culture Update for the week beginning April 22, 2018 

 

A quote to ponder this week 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.”  Psalm 118:1 

 

April 22nd, 2018 is Fourth Sunday of Easter > Practice of Charity > “The powerful image of Jesus as the Good Shepherd expresses 

Christ’s love and care for us, especially in his act of laying down his life for ours.  Yet his sacrifice is part of a relationship in which we 

too have a role to play.  In today’s Gospel Jesus emphasizes the importance of a mutual, charitable relationship with him.  <>What 

does it mean to have Jesus “know” you?  How have you felt his knowing you in the past?  Read Psalm 139.  How does Christ speak to 

you in this passage?  How does Jesus knowing you affect your life today?  <>Pope Francis spoke of the relationship between Jesus, 

the Shepherd, and his sheep during his April 17, 2016, Regina Coeli address.  Read it here:  

http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2016/04/17/full_text_of_pope_francis_regina_coeli_address/1223525.  <>One of the best ways to 

get to know Jesus is to read the Gospels.  Choose your favourite Gospel and reread it, or engage in a parish Bible Study.  Notice 

where and how you come to know Jesus in a new way.”  AT HOME with the WORD 2018, page 81    

 

Scripture Insights > Today’s readings crackle with the Apostles’ excitement over the new understandings they were experiencing 

after the Resurrection and with their work of creating a new way of life, a community of the resurrected Christ – living and life-

giving.  In the light of Resurrection, Jesus’s words in the Gospel, spoken before the Passion, taking on new meaning.  The First 

Reading is part of a lengthy story that began with Peter healing a crippled man near the Jerusalem Temple and then addressing the 

people who stood around him, amazed at what he had done.  As the crowds continued to grow, Peter and John were arrested, and 

his accusers demanded to know by whose authority they did such a thing.  Peter is answering that question in today’s First Reading.  

His sense of urgency and conviction ring out as he testifies that “there is no salvation through anyone else.”  He is, after  all, “filled 

with the Holy Spirit.”  Likewise, in the Second Reading we can hear a deep sense of community identity.  Thanks to the loving gift of 

the Father, which is his Son, we have become “children of God” both now and in the future, when God (Christ) is fully revealed and 

we become like him.  In today’s Gospel, John uses the image of the Good Shepherd to explain what it means to be a faith 

community.  It is about our shared trust in Christ who put his life on the line to take care of his flock and keep them secure.  It is 

about a flock and keep them secure.  It is about a flock that can be open and welcoming to others without fear for its safety, because 

the one who laid down his life for them has taken it up again as the Father commanded. 

 What does the author of the First Reading mean by “the stone rejected by the builders, which has become the 

cornerstone?” 

 How does the Responsorial Psalm help your understanding of the rejected stone becoming the cornerstone? 

 Take some time to pray over the Second Reading.  How does it speak to you about what it means to be God’s children and, 

in the end of time, to become like him?”  AT HOME with the WORD 2018, page 81 

 

Faith Development – Studying and Praying Scripture by Michael Cameron 

“A recent study claimed that only 22 percent of American Catholics read the Bible regularly, and just 8 percent are involved in 

Scripture groups. [I would imagine that Canadian Catholics may be on par or at percentages lower than the above.]  Not many know 

how profoundly biblical the Roman Catholic Church has been from her very roots, having “always venerated the divine scriptures as 

she venerates the Body of the Lord” (Di Verbum [Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation], 21).  How many Catholics learn to 

read Scripture?  This essay sketches a path for seekers. 

READING FOR KNOWLEDGE – Get to know historical contexts suggested by a passage.  Learn all you can about the Bible’s basic story 

line, its “salvation history,” beginning with Israel and continuing in the Church.  Salvation by God’s grace, obedience to God’s will, 

and judgment on sin are basic to both Old and New Testaments.  Learn about the covenants with Abraham and David that 

emphasize God’s grace.  The covenant with Moses presumes God’s grace and emphasizes obedience.  Both covenant traditions 

reemerge and are fulfilled in the New Covenant in Jesus, who pours out his life to save all people (grace) but is extremely demanding 

of his disciples (obedience).  Read entire books of the Bible in order to gain a sense of the “whole cloth” from which the snippets of 

the Sunday Lectionary are cut.  Try to imagine what the books meant for their original authors and audiences.  Ask how and why a 

book was put together:  What is its structure, outline, main themes, literary forms, overall purpose?  Get to know the Old Testament 

narratives and psalms, but learn the Gospel accounts especially.  The Lectionary’s yearly focus on Matthew, Mark, or Luke offers an 

opportunity to learn each one.  John is the focus during the Church’s special seasons.”   AT HOME with the WORD 2018, page 14-15 
 

http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2016/04/17/full_text_of_pope_francis_regina_coeli_address/1223525


 

April 22 is Earth Day.  “Perhaps the most important thing the astronauts on the first trip to the moon did was bring back photos of 
Earth.  Until that time, most people probably thought of their planet as a larger version of a globe, with every country a different 
colour edged by visible borders.  In the historic 1969 photos we earthlings saw a very different picture.  The earth was mostly a vast 
blue ocean misted with clouds.  No borders between nations could be seen on the land masses.  Citizens of Earth were reminded 
that we all share the same home.  Just at the time the photographs appeared in magazines, scientists found out that almost every 
creature in Lake Erie had been killed by pollution.  This discovery made many people aware of the dangers we humans cause 
ourselves and the creatures who share our planet, by the ways we treat our air, farmland, and water.”  Companion to the Calendar – A 

guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 63  “The first Canadian Earth Day was held on Thursday, September 11, 
1980, and was organized by Paul D. Tinari, then a graduate student in Engineering Physics/Solar Engineering at Queen's University. 
Flora MacDonald, then MP for Kingston and the Islands and former Canadian Secretary of State for External Affairs, officially opened 
Earth Day Week on September 6, 1980 with a ceremonial tree planting and encouraged MPs and MPPs across the country to declare 
a cross-Canada annual Earth Day. The principal activities taking place on the first Earth Day included educational lectures given by 
experts in various environmental fields, garbage and litter pick-up by students along city roads and highways as well as tree plantings 
to replace the trees killed by Dutch Elm Disease.[26][27]  Earth Day Canada (EDC) is a national environmental charity founded in 1990 
that provides Canadians with practical knowledge, tools, and simple easy-to-accomplish actions to support a healthier environment 
through EDC's year-round and award-winning programs.  Education: EcoKids supports teachers and students, grades K-8, with free 
educational resources, curriculum-linked lesson plans including ESL and FSL, and homework help and games for students. 
EcoMentors offers youth the training and resources they need to facilitate local environmental education workshops with their 
peers and other young Canadians.  Action: EDC's challenges, contests and campaigns promote practical, culturally relevant and cost-
effective solutions to help individual Canadians support a healthier environment. EDC also encourages action by supporting 
individuals and community groups in the organization and delivery of local Earth Day (April 22) events.  Recognition and Financial 
Support: Toyota Earth Day Scholarship Program recognizes tomorrow's environmental leaders providing twenty $5 000 scholarships 
to graduating high school students going on to post-secondary education in the discipline of their choice. The Hometown Heroes 
Award Program recognizes environmental leaders at the community level with an individual and a group award (each with a cash-
prize of $10 000), and business leaders with a small business award. Earth Day Canada's Community Environment Fund funds 
sustainable community projects in Ontario providing grants of up to $20 000 to schools and not-for-profit organizations.  The 
Diversity Engagement and Inclusion Initiative helps the environmental sector to better communicate with, engage and activate 
Canada's diverse social and cultural communities. The Employee Engagement program works with employers to achieve business 
and sustainability goals through inclusion of best practices.”  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth_Day#Earth_Day_Canada  

 

April 25th is the Feast of St. Mark, the Evangelist – “St. Mark (first century) is the traditional author of the Gospel account that bears 

his name.  Although he has been identified with John Mark and Mark, the cousin of Barnabas, the earliest tradition sees him as a 

distinct individual, one of the seventy disciples sent by Jesus to preach before the Crucifixion.  According to Hippolytus, a writer of 

the second to third century, he had such difficulty with Jesus’ teaching on the Eucharist that he left but was later brought back by St. 

Peter.  Subsequently, he traveled with Peter and worked as his interpreter, wrote the Gospel based on Peter’s preaching, and 

became bishop of Alexandria in Egypt.  The Coptic Church claims him as their first bishop and parts of their liturgy are attributed to 

him.  Their tradition says that he was martyred at Alexandria in 68 CE.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays 

of the Year, Second Edition, page 64-65  Thank you Mark for your gospel!  Inspire us to use God’s word to guide our lives.  Read the first 

chapter of Mark’s gospel today. 
 

April 25th is also Secretary’s Day.  Thank the Secretary in your workplace for the work they do every day for which they may not 

receive a thank you. 
 

April 26th is the memorial of Our Lady of Good Counsel – “Today in Canada the Blessed Virgin Mary is honoured under the title of 

Our Lady of Good Counsel.  In this well-loved image, Mary embraces the child Jesus, who has his arm around her neck.  She seems to 

be leaning down to hear what the Child Jesus has to say – to listen to his words of “good counsel.”  The original image is found in 

Genazzano, near Rome, but the devotion has spread all over the world.  Many schools, colleges, and parishes are dedicated to Our 

Lady under this title, and Pope Pius XII was devoted to Our Lady of Good Counsel.  Our Lady of Good Counsel, pray for us, and for the 

people of Canada.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 65  Our Lady of Good 

Counsel is the patron of the CWL.  Say a prayer for guidance for this women’s group in the Church. 
 

April 23 - April 27th is Administrative Professionals Week.  Thank your principal, vice-principal, superintendent and director for the 
work on your behalf every day. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Member_of_Provincial_Parliament_(Ontario)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth_Day#Earth_Day_Canada


The Promise is Within You - a quote for the week 
We are blessed to know Jesus Christ and the power of his passion, death and resurrection.   
 

Catholic Character Education and the Virtues + Respect, Stewardship and Reverence 

The Principle of Reverence of Human Life is a Catholic Social Teaching.  “Every stage of a human’s life – womb to tomb – is 

precious and worthy of our respect and protection.  Unless human life is treated as sacred and respected as such, we simply 

cannot have a just society.  According to the document:  “Every person, from the moment of conception to natural death, has 

inherent dignity and a right to life consistent with that dignity.”  Sharing Catholic Social Teaching: Challenges and Directions – Reflections of the 

U.S. Catholic Bishops, p. 14   

 
Living Our Mission Statement 
We strive to create sacred learning environments.  This week the NET team has been creating sacred learning environments for 
the Grade 7 students at MSJC in the gym.  Through the use of song, skit, faith based activities and prayer, the students have 
experienced God’s presence in their lives.  We create a sacred learning environment when we teach in the atmosphere of faith.  
 
Staff Self-Care Tip of the Week – For the next few weeks, I am going to post activities for self-care for the Big List: 
1.  Organize a party    4.  Go outside and play with your pet. 
2.  Lift weights     5.  Give your pet a bath. 
3.  Do yoga, tai chi, or Pilates.   6.  Go outdoors and watch the birds and other animals. 
 
Supportive Environments and Well-Being – Strategic Direction of the Multi Year Strategic Plan 
You may or may not be aware that schools are going through the process of having a violence risk assessment.  The Principal, SO, 
union reps, and Plant rep are touring the buildings to assess whether there is a potential risk of violence in and around our work 
settings.  The Ministry of Labour has mandated that these assessments be completed by the beginning of May and then will be 
conducted annually.  My hope is that everyone who works in our buildings feels a supportive environment. 
 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 2012 Calls to Action 
“In order to redress the legacy of residential schools and advance the process of Canadian reconciliation, the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission makes the following calls to action. 

Reconciliation 
National Council for Reconciliation 
53. We call upon the Parliament of Canada, in consultation and collaboration with Aboriginal peoples, to enact legislation to 
establish a National Council for Reconciliation. The legislation would establish the council as an independent, national, oversight 
body with membership jointly appointed by the Government of Canada and national Aboriginal organizations, and consisting of 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal members.  Its mandate would include, but not be limited to, the following: 
iii. Develop and implement a multi-year National Action Plan for Reconciliation, which includes research and policy development, 
public education programs, and resources.” 
 
Twenty-first Century Learning 
 
https://www.kairoscanada.org/kairos-top-12-wishes-for-2018 > If Grade 7 and 8 classes or high school classes who have had the 
Blanket Exercise want an extension activity, they may find one here. 
 

https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources > Resources for teaching difficult topics in history 

 

www.CARFLEO.com > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade  

 

http://www.wccm-canada.ca/ > This is the Canadian site for the World Community of Christian Meditation > Ten Helpful Hints for 

the Teacher > http://media.wix.com/ugd/1e8072_89404bfd48bd4bd6a98dd6b862be2c0d.pdf  

 

115 Saintly FUN Facts ~ Smiles and Surprises for Kids of All Ages by Bernadette McCarver Snyder 

“Stanislaus Kostka > Do you have an older brother who is always picking on you or making fun of you – or do you have a FRIEND 

with an older brother like that?  Well, that’s the kind of brother Saint Stanislaus had!  Stanislaus and his brother, Paul, were sons of a 
senator of Poland and had a private tutor who taught them at home until Paul was sixteen and Stanislaus was fourteen.  Then their 
father sent them to attend a school in Vienna.  Paul was high-spirited and just wanted to have a good time, but Stanislaus was 
serious and studious and wanted to become a priest.  Paul couldn’t understand this so he teased and made fun of Stanislaus for two 

https://www.kairoscanada.org/kairos-top-12-wishes-for-2018
https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources
http://www.carfleo.com/
http://www.wccm-canada.ca/
http://media.wix.com/ugd/1e8072_89404bfd48bd4bd6a98dd6b862be2c0d.pdf


years.  Stanislaus couldn’t ask his father for help because his father didn’t want him to become a priest either.  Finally, Stanislaus 
decided that he would WALK to Rome – a three-hundred-fifty-mile trip – and ask to enter the Jesuit seminary there.  It wasn’t long 
before Paul found out his brother was gone and set out to bring him back, but he couldn’t find him.  Stanislaus had made his way to 
a college where a priest took him in and then helped him continue his journey to Rome.  Stanislaus was accepted by the Jesuits in 
Rome and was very happy there, but the summer heat of Rome was hard on him, and he began to have fainting spells and became 
ill.  When his father heard that Stanislaus had joined the Jesuits in spite of his advice against it, he was furious and sent Paul to bring 
his brother home.  But travel was very slow in those days, and when Paul arrived in Rome, angry and ready to tease his brother 
some more and demand that he return to him, he was too late.  His brother had died.  The shock was so terrible, Paul began to 
rethink the way he had acted.  He began to be sorry for the way he had treated Stanislaus, for all the teasing and all the mean things 
he had said to him.  Paul never got over the shock.  He spent the rest of his life wishing he had been nicer to his little brother.  To 
everyone’s surprise, when Paul was sixty years old, he decided to join the Jesuits – just as his little brother had done many years 
before.  Did you ever act mean to someone in your family?  Well, don’t feel too bad – even SAINTS have relatives who make fun of 
them.  But that doesn’t mean you have to keep it up!  It’s SOOOO easy to tease and make fun of somebody else, but it’s not so much 
fun when somebody else makes fun of YOU!  So the next time you start to say mean things, think of how you would feel if somebody 
said mean things to you.  Think of Saint Stanislaus and then, don’t tease – please?”  pages 132-134 
 

WHAT DO YOU KNOW? A Catholic Identity Game for the Whole Community by Peggy O’Neill Fisher 

1.  What is prayer?  Raising one’s mind and heart to God. 

 

2.  In whose name should we offer our prayers? Jesus 

 

3.  What can we abstain from other than meat? Sinful thoughts, words and actions. 

 

4.  What are alms? Money given to the poor 

 

5.  What do we call the charitable actions by which we help others? Corporal Works of mercy 

 

WHAT DO YOU KNOW? A Catholic Identity Game for the Whole Community by Peggy O’Neill Fisher 

1.  On which Sunday are the Scripture reads about a good shepherd? 

 

2.  What is the first verse of the twenty-third psalm? 

 

3.  What is the shepherd’s job? 

 

4.  Who is the leader of a parish? 

 

5.  What is the name of the pastor of your parish/Church? 

 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Pat Carter 

The Phantom Thread ~ This is a movie about famed clothing designer Reynolds Woodcock, his sister Cyril and his muse/wife Alma 

Elson.  This was Daniel Day Lewis’ last role before his retirement.  This movie is about complex relationships that evolve as a genius 

develops his craft.  I had not heard about Reynolds before watching this movie.  It was amazing to watch Day-Lewis go out at the top 

of his field.   I give this movie ♥♥♥♥/5♥    

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

One Native Life by Richard Wagamese ~ I read this novel during the Easter weekend.  Richard is one of my favourite authors.  He 

died suddenly earlier this year, so when I saw this book on the shelf during the March Break, I grabbed it.  Richard has written 

several books about his life [Keeper ‘n Me; for Joshua; Indian Horse; Medicine Walk.] This book fills in some of the blanks of 

Richard’s life.  He writes with so much compassion and gentleness.  If you want to have your heart moved, read any one of these 

books.   I give this book ☺☺☺☺☺☺/5☺ 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Trivia for Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits at the movies.  
 “The coldest temperature ever recorded [on earth] was minus 128.6 degrees F in at the Russian research station in Vostok, 

Antarctica, on July 21, 1983.” Wow, that’s cold,  Huh!   https://www.wonderslist.com/10-of-the-worlds-coldest-places/  

https://www.wonderslist.com/10-of-the-worlds-coldest-places/

