
Catholic Culture Update for the week beginning April 15, 2018 

 

A quote to ponder this week 

“Let the light of your face shine on us, O Lord.”  Psalm 4:6b 

 

April 15th, 2018 is Third Sunday of Easter > Practice of Hope > As followers of Christ, we are called to constant conversion.  The 

ecumenical Taizé community in Taizé, France, is a pilgrimage site for people throughout the world to come listen for Christ’s voice.  

It especially attracts young people, and thousands arrive each year to experience the community and its daily common prayer.  “God 

is love alone,” writes Brother Roger, founder of the community.  Taizé brothers live to be signs of Christ to others, bearers of hope 

and joy!  <>Learn more about the Taizé community through their website: http://www.taizé.fr/en. <>For images and music from a 

Taizé prayer service, visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=go1-BoDD7Cl. <>This week, pray each day with the Taizé chant, “Lord 

Hear my Prayer,” found at https://youtube.come/watch?v=f51n-yb11dY. ”  AT HOME with the WORD 2018, page 79    

 

Scripture Insights > In today’s readings we hear that Christ is expiation for the sins of all the world and wants all the world to hear 

that message from his followers.  In the Gospel, two disciples have returned from Emmaus to tell their colleagues about meeting the 

risen Jesus on the road and recognizing him finally in the breaking of the bread.”  Suddenly Jesus appears before the whole group, 

giving them proof that he is alive and not a ghost.  He reminds them that the Scriptures about a suffering messiah had to be fulfilled 

and that they could trust his words because he had told them these things before they happened.  Now that they are witnesses of all 

that has been said about Jesus, they must go out to preach repentance for the forgiveness of sin.  We can see an example of this 

preaching in the First Reading: Peter’s speech to the Jews who had witnessed the healing of a crippled man at the Temple’s beautiful 

gate.  When the people come rushing toward them to see what is happening, Peter tells the story of the Jewish people’s rejection of 

Jesus and the prophets and calls for their repentance.  A word of caution: this text can sound painfully hostile toward Jews.  It’s 

important to remember that the Gospel writer recognized that they were the first and rightful heirs of the covenant and that God 

would never abandon them.  The only way for the Good News to extend to the Gentile (non-Jewish) world was if Israel rejected 

God’s covenant.  Hence Peter’s message of repentance indicates that the writer believes God will continue to be faithful to the 

Chosen People.   

 Examine the context for Jesus’ commissioning of the disciples in today’s Gospel – their fear and their difficulty believing in 

him.  Why do you think repentance and forgiveness are so important in Luke’s story? 

 As you reflect on the Second Reading, what clues can you find about the type of sin that the author is concerned about?  

Have you ever found yourself committing this sin? 

 Slowly pray today’s Responsorial Psalm.  How might it bring consolation to one of a repentant heart. 

”  AT HOME with the WORD 2018, page 79 

 

Faith Development – Studying and Praying Scripture by Michael Cameron 

“A recent study claimed that only 22 percent of American Catholics read the Bible regularly, and just 8 percent are involved in 

Scripture groups. [I would imagine that Canadian Catholics may be on par or at percentages lower than the above.]  Not many know 

how profoundly biblical the Roman Catholic Church has been from her very roots, having “always venerated the divine scriptures as 

she venerates the Body of the Lord” (Di Verbum [Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation], 21).  How many Catholics learn to 

read Scripture?  This essay sketches a path for seekers. 

PREPARING TO READ - Becoming an apprentice to the Bible.  Ordinary people can reach a good level of understanding, but at a cost: 

the Bible yields its riches to those who give themselves to the search for understanding.  Start by reading daily, even if only for a few 

minutes.  Join a group that reads and discusses Scriptures together.  You will need tools.  Think of yourself as a prospector for the 

Bible’s gold.  Nuggets on the ground are easily picked up, but the really rich veins lie beneath the surface.  Digging requires study, 

commitment, and skills.  Invest in tools that reap the harvest of others’ labours.  Buy a study Bible with introductions, explanatory 

notes, and maps.  Use another translation for devotional reading and comparison.  Get access to a Bible dictionary with detailed 

information on biblical books, concepts, geography, outlines, customs, and so forth.  Bible concordances will help you find all 

occurrences of particular words.  A dictionary of biblical theology will give guidance on major theological ideas.  A Bible atlas will give 

a sense of the locations and movements in the biblical stories.  Recent Church documents on the Bible offer rich instructions to 

seekers.”   AT HOME with the WORD 2018, page 14 
 

 

 

http://www.taizé.fr/en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=go1-BoDD7Cl
https://youtube.come/watch?v=f51n-yb11dY


Remembering the Promise - a quote for the week 
Catholic education is “a way of life rooted in Christ, a Gospel-based creed and code and a Catholic vision that provides inspiration 
and identity, [that] is shaped over time and passed from one generation to the next through devices that capture and stimulate 
the Catholic imagination such as symbols and traditions.”  John Bradley Kostoff, Auditing Our Catholic Schools, page 11 

 

Catholic Character Education and the Virtues + Respect, Stewardship and Reverence 

The Principle of Stewardship is a Catholic Social Teaching.  “We are called to protect people and the planet, living our faith in 

relationship with all of God’s creation.”  Sharing Catholic Social Teaching: Challenges and Directions – Reflections of the U.S. Catholic Bishops, p. 6  The 

principle can be modelled as simply as picking up litter to working to eliminate global warming.   

 
Living Our Mission Statement 
We strive to celebrate God’s love in prayer, at Eucharist and in all sacramental moments of life.  What are sacramental moments 
of life?  Seeing a child and parent embrace as the child is dropped off at school.  Hearing one child speaking kindly to another.  
Learning about one staff member reaching out to another during a difficult moment.  Watching a child being delighted by a 
butterfly or a worm.  Sacramental moments are grace-filled spaces and times in every day, if we are aware of them. 
 
Staff Self-Care Tip of the Week – For the next few weeks, I am going to post activities for self-care for the Big List: 
1.  Talk to a friend on the telephone.  4.  Cook your favourite dish or meal. 
2.  Go out and visit a friend.   5.  Cook a recipe that you’ve never tried before. 
3.  Invite a friend to come to your home.  6.  Take a cooking class. 
 
Catholicity – Strategic Direction of the Multi Year Strategic Plan 
Happy Easter!  This is only the third week of six weeks of the Easter Season.  This is why we don’t begin to put up Easter 
decorations before Easter Sunday because there is plenty of time to celebrate the season.  So I hope you are having your students 
colour Easter eggs and Bunnies and all the symbols of new life.   
 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 2012 Calls to Action 
“In order to redress the legacy of residential schools and advance the process of Canadian reconciliation, the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission makes the following calls to action. 

Reconciliation 
National Council for Reconciliation 
53. We call upon the Parliament of Canada, in consultation and collaboration with Aboriginal peoples, to enact legislation to 
establish a National Council for Reconciliation. The legislation would establish the council as an independent, national, oversight 
body with membership jointly appointed by the Government of Canada and national Aboriginal organizations, and consisting of 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal members.  Its mandate would include, but not be limited to, the following: 
ii. Monitor, evaluate, and report to Parliament and the people of Canada on reconciliation progress across all levels and sectors of 
Canadian society, including the implementation of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada’s Calls to Action. 
 
Twenty-first Century Learning 
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=YWGGDLNX&utm_source > Celebrity Mario Lopez Is Baptized in the Jordan River – 
Inspirational Video – 1.57 min  Easter is a time for adults to be baptized.   
 
https://www.kairoscanada.org/kairos-top-12-wishes-for-2018 > If Grade 7 and 8 classes or high school classes who have had the 
Blanket Exercise want an extension activity, they may find one here. 
 

https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources > Resources for teaching difficult topics in history 

 

www.CARFLEO.com > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade  

 

http://www.wccm-canada.ca/ > This is the Canadian site for the World Community of Christian Meditation > Ten Helpful Hints for 

the Teacher > http://media.wix.com/ugd/1e8072_89404bfd48bd4bd6a98dd6b862be2c0d.pdf  

 

115 Saintly FUN Facts ~ Smiles and Surprises for Kids of All Ages by Bernadette McCarver Snyder 

“Severinus Boethius >”You have probably never heard of Boethius, but A LOT of people heard about him and admired him once 

upon a time in Rome.  Boethius grew up in an interesting home at an exciting and dangerous time in history.  His father was an 
important public official and guests were always at their house, talking about the things happening in the world at that time – the 

https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=YWGGDLNX&utm_source
https://www.kairoscanada.org/kairos-top-12-wishes-for-2018
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crumbling of the old Roman Empire, the beginning of new countries, the news and views of their city.  Boethius loved to read and 
study and to hear all this conversation.  Boethius wanted to share all his knowledge with others, but few people at that time could 
read, and those few could only read Latin.  Boethius studied the Greek language so he could read all about the ideas of the great 
Greek thinkers like Aristotle and Plato.  And THEN Boethius translated into Latin what he had learned so the people of Rome could 
also learn what he did.  They were fascinated to hear all those new ideas about politics, music, science, mathematics, philosophy, 
and theology.  And they were grateful to Boethius for his work.  For HUNDREDS of years, there were no other Latin translations from 
the Greek except the ones Boethius had done!  Boethius especially liked to learn about God, and he wrote a book about the Trinity 
that is still read by some today.  Another of his books was a bestseller” for a THOUSAND years and was read by almost every well-
educated person in Europe for many, many years.  Boethius was only forty-four years old when he died, but in that short time, he 
had achieved a great deal.  The good life he led and his writing inspired thousands of people for hundreds of years, and he is still an 
inspiration today, more than fifteen hundred years after his death.  Today’s computers, TV and INSTANT communication make it 
easy to learn about what people are doing and thinking around the world.  And yet we often hear only the BAD news instead of 
hearing the kinds of things Boethius wrote about –new ideas in education, philosophy, and religion.  Look at TODAY’S newspaper, 
and see how many GOOD news stories you can find.  Then see how many stories you can find about God!”  pages 131-132 
 

WHAT DO YOU KNOW? A Catholic Identity Game for the Whole Community by Peggy O’Neill Fisher 

1.  What is the source and summit of our Christian life?  The Eucharist is the source and summit [highpoint] of our Christian life. 

 

2.  Which Sunday is the centre of the entire Church or liturgical year?  Easter is the centre of the entire Church or liturgical year. 

 

3.  How do we determine what date to celebrate Easter?  It is the first Sunday after the first full moon following the vernal or 

spring equinox. 

 

4.  What is the liturgical colour for Easter?  White and sometimes gold. 

 

5.  How long does the Easter season last?  Fifty days, until Pentecost 

 

WHAT DO YOU KNOW? A Catholic Identity Game for the Whole Community by Peggy O’Neill Fisher 

1.  What is prayer? 

 

2.  In whose name should we offer our prayers? 

 

3.  What can we abstain from other than meat? 

 

4.  What are alms? 

 

5.  What do we call the charitable actions by which we help others? 

 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Pat Carter 

I,Tonya – A movie that was up for Oscars this year and received the Supporting Female Actor award.  This movie highlights the 

skating career and life of Tonya Harding.  For those of us old enough to remember her, Tonya was always a bit controversial.  The 

movie explains the tough life Tonya endured and suffered as she grew up.  Her mother was abusive and her husband was as well.  At 

certain points the movie almost seems like a spoof but such was her life.  I grew more compassionate for this young woman. ~ I give 

this movie  

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

The thing about jellyfish by Ali Benjamin ~ I read this novel during the Easter weekend.  It is a youth novel about grieving the loss of 

a friend.  A young girl has an unpleasant experience with a friend just before the friend dies suddenly and unexpectedly.  The young 

girl decides to become mute.  It is also an exploration about jellyfish.  I give this book ☺☺☺☺/5☺ 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Trivia for Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits at the movies.  
 “There are 63 360 inches in a mile.”  Huh!    


