
Catholic Culture Update for the week beginning April 8, 2018 

 

A quote to ponder this week 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever.”  Psalm 118 

 

April 8th, 2018 is Divine Mercy Sunday > Practice of Faith > After his Resurrection, Jesus breathes the holy Spirit upon his disciples.  

Through the sacraments of the Easter Vigil, newborn Christians receive the Holy Spirit and begin the last state of their initiation.  

Mystagogy, the “revelation of the mysteries,” is the final period of the initiation process and lasts until Pentecost.  <> Actually, 

Easter Time is a time of mystagogy for the entire assembly because the mysteries keep unfolding to us all during our lives.  You can 

do a version of what the newly initiated are doing during the fifty days of Easter: reflect on the rituals of initiation you witnessed, on 

the symbols and Scriptures of the liturgy.  They will offer you insights about the Paschal Mystery (the Passion, Death, and 

Resurrection of Jesus Christ).  <> What thoughts arise from your reflections about how to lead your life in the world as Christ’s 

disciple?  What is your sense of your mission at this moment? <> Offer to befriend some of the new initiates in your parish.  Invite 

them to attend a parish or diocesan activity with you, or share your own faith journey.”  AT HOME with the WORD 2018, page 77    

 

Scripture Insights > If we choose to live as Easter people, our lives will be radically transformed.  This is what happened to Jesus’ 

disciples.  They went from being cowards, afraid for their lives, to bold messengers of the Gospel.  The earliest Christian 

communities were also transformed, aspiring to live a way of life radically different from their previous one.  The question for us 

today is whether we will allow ourselves to be profoundly transformed by the Easter message and so become revealers of God.  

Today’s First Reading describes the radical ideals of the first Christian community living in Jerusalem.  They joined as one family, we 

are told, sharing all things in common so that no one was in need of anything.  This sharing was no small thing, as we see, since some 

people sold houses and donated the proceeds.  Further, we learn that the Apostles enjoyed God’s favour in their powerful acts of 

witness.  In the Second Reading, we learn that love of God is intimately connected to the commandment to love our brothers and 

sisters.  For those who believe that Jesus is the Son of God, one cannot stand without the other.  At the beginning of today’s Gospel, 

we see the disciples hiding in the upper room of a house in Jerusalem.  Suddenly Jesus appears before them, showing himself alive, 

offering peace (the Greek word, eirene), breathing the Holy Spirit on them, and sending them to do what the Father sent Jesus to do 

– to be revealers of God in the world.   

 If you could create a modern Christian community following the same principles that we read about in the First Reading, 

what might it look like? 

 Considering the Second Reading, how have you experienced the link between love of God, love of others, and keeping the 

commandments?  When have the commandments felt burdensome?  Not burdensome?  What makes the difference for 

you? 

 In the story of Thomas’ encounter with the risen Jesus, imagine that you are Thomas.  What would you say to Jesus?  What 

does he say to you?”  AT HOME with the WORD 2018, page 77 

 

Faith Development – Introduction to St. Paul and His Letters by Michael Cameron 

“Christ somehow joined us to himself at his Cross so that when he died, we died (2 Corinthians 5:14).  Christians “baptized into 

Christ’s death” die to their old selves and rise to newness of life (Romans 6:3-4).  In this new humanity, which leaves behind old 

identities, the oneness of Christ knows “neither Jew or Greek, slave nor free, male nor female” (Galatians 3:28).  All drink of the 

same Spirit who makes them the mystical “Body of Christ” (1 Corinthians 12:12-27), the Church, whose members offer worship to 

God while humbly serving one another.  In Christ we are “the new creation: the old things have passed away; behold, the new things 

have come” (2 Corinthians 5:17).  But the new life emerging in Christians conflicts with the world as it is.  Paul leaves social change to 

God while urging Christians to live patiently within the structures of society as they stand until the new age takes over.  So slaves do 

not seek freedom, the unmarried do not seek marriage, and Gentiles so not seek circumcision, because “the world in its present 

form is passing away” (1 Corinthians 7:17-31).  For the time being we see God, the world, and ourselves in a blur, but one day we will 

understand everything (1 Corinthians 13:12).  Bodily death is pure gain:  we depart to “be with Christ” (Philippians 1:23) – Paul does 

not say more – and await the resurrection of the body, when Christ “will change our lowly body to conform with his glorious body” 

(Philippians 3:21).  We will be radically different, but somehow still ourselves, just as wheat stalks are both different from, and the 

same as, the tiny seeds they come from (1 Corinthians 15:36-49).  When that moment comes, Christ’s work will be done, and God 

will be “all in all” (1 Corinthians 15:28).  But for Paul and his readers, including us, the present remains the time for work.  With the 



hope of the Resurrection constantly drawing us on, Paul says, we must “be firm, steadfast, always fully devoted to the work of the 

Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labour is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:58).”   AT HOME with the WORD 2018, page 13 
 

Proclaiming the Promise - a quote for the week 
Our students ought to know and understand that Easter is about the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  
 

Catholic Character Education and the Virtues + Respect, Stewardship and Reverence 

“Respect - Mnaadendimowin:  Respect is represented by the buffalo.  The buffalo gives every part of his being to sustain the 

human way living, not because he is of less value, but because he respects the balance and needs of others.  To honour all 

creation is to have respect.  Live honourably in teachings and in your actions towards all things.  Do not waste and be mindful of 

the balance of all living things.  Share and give away what you do not need.  Treat others the way you would like to be 

treated.  Do not be hurtful to yourself or others.”  http://ojibweresources.weebly.com/ojibwe-teachings--the-7-grandfathers.html  

 
Living Our Mission Statement 
We strive to proclaim Christ’s message throughout the curriculum.  Are you comfortable saying, “Christ has risen from the dead, 
Alleluia!”  This is the message of Easter; it is why we are called Christians. 
 
Staff Self-Care Tip of the Week – With self-compassion, we give ourselves the same kindness and care that we’d give to a good 
friend. http://self-compassion.org/ 
 
Governance – Strategic Direction of the Multi Year Strategic Plan 
Our Board meetings also start with the traditional land acknowledgement so the Board of Trustees’ meetings begin in the same 
way as our school days begin.   
 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 2012 Calls to Action 
“In order to redress the legacy of residential schools and advance the process of Canadian reconciliation, the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission makes the following calls to action. 

Reconciliation 
National Council for Reconciliation 
53. We call upon the Parliament of Canada, in consultation and collaboration with Aboriginal peoples, to enact legislation to 
establish a National Council for Reconciliation. The legislation would establish the council as an independent, national, oversight 
body with membership jointly appointed by the Government of Canada and national Aboriginal organizations, and consisting of 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal members.  Its mandate would include, but not be limited to, the following: 
i. Monitor, evaluate, and report annually to Parliament and the people of Canada on the Government of Canada’s post-apology 
progress on reconciliation to ensure that government accountability for reconciling the relationship between Aboriginal peoples and 
the Crown is maintained in the coming years. 
What more can we do to ensure that we are reconciling our relationship with Indigenous people?  How can we make our students 
and families more comfortable in our schools and buildings? 
 
Twenty-first Century Learning 
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=10E0CMNU&utm_source > Peace in Christ – Inspirational video > Claire Ryann and her father 
sing this gentle song together.  3.37 min 
 
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=WZD66PNX > 5 year old explains the real reason for Easter – 2.03 min 
 
https://www.kairoscanada.org/kairos-top-12-wishes-for-2018 > If Grade 7 and 8 classes or high school classes who have had the 
Blanket Exercise want an extension activity, they may find one here. 
 

https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources > Resources for teaching difficult topics in history 

 

www.CARFLEO.com > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade  

 

http://www.wccm-canada.ca/ > This is the Canadian site for the World Community of Christian Meditation > Ten Helpful Hints for 

the Teacher > http://media.wix.com/ugd/1e8072_89404bfd48bd4bd6a98dd6b862be2c0d.pdf  
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115 Saintly FUN Facts ~ Smiles and Surprises for Kids of All Ages by Bernadette McCarver Snyder 

“Sennen and Abdon >”What?  You never heard of these saints – and you think their names sound like mouthwash?  Well, wash 

your mouth out with soap!  These two brave saints were Persian noblemen who were arrested for the terrible “crime” of being 
Christians!  They were put in chains and taken to Rome, where they were told to give up this “silly” religion of Christianity and 
honour the Romans’ false gods.  It would have been sooo easy.  Since they were noblemen, Sennen and Abdon probably had plenty 
of money to live the “good life” – and wanted to keep it that way.  And all they had to do was agree with the Romans and say 
Christianity was a no-good religion and they didn’t even want to be Christians anymore.  That would have been the SMART thing to 
do, wouldn’t it?  Or would it?  Sennen and Abdon believed in Jesus Christ and his religion with all their heart.  They could not betray 
their faith.  So what did the Romans do?  They got really mad and had their soldiers kill the two brave noblemen.  Sennen and Abdon 
died rather than give up their Christian faith.  Do you think any of your Christian friends would be that brave?  Would you?  You’ll 
probably never get “put in chains,” but there WILL be LOTS of times when people will tell you that Christianity is a “silly” religion and 
you should give it up.  They’ll even tell you God doesn’t love you (which is really “silly” because God DOES love you).  They’ll tell you 
to do your own thing instead of that dumb Christianity thing.  What will YOU tell them?”  pages 129-131 
 

WHAT DO YOU KNOW? A Catholic Identity Game for the Whole Community by Peggy O’Neill Fisher 

1.  What do we celebrate on Easter Sunday?  The resurrection of Jesus from the dead. 

 

2.  Who told the apostles about the resurrection of Jesus?  Mary Magdalene 

 

3.  How many days did Jesus remain on earth before He ascended into heaven?  Forty days 

 

4.  How did the disciples on the road to Emmaus recognize Jesus?  The disciples on the road to Emmaus recognized Jesus in the 

breaking of the bread. 

 

5.  On which day each week do Christians/Catholics gather to break bread?  Sunday, the Lord’s Day, the first day of the week. 

 

WHAT DO YOU KNOW? A Catholic Identity Game for the Whole Community by Peggy O’Neill Fisher 

1.  What is the source and summit of our Christian life? 

 

2.  Which Sunday is the centre of the entire Church or liturgical year? 

 

3.  How do we determine what date to celebrate Easter? 

 

4.  What is the liturgical colour for Easter? 

 

5.  How long does the Easter season last? 

 

 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Pat Carter 

Lady Bird ~ This movie is art imitating life.  It is about the relationship between “Lady Bird” (Christine played by Saoirse Ronan ) and 

her mother (Laurie Metcalf) during those trying teen years.  I remember similar moments with my own mother.  It is also about 

relationships among peers.  The movie was nominated for 5 Oscars but did not win.  The women in this movie are exceptional 

actresses.  I really appreciated the way the Catholic high school is portrayed, even the women and men Religious are believable.   I 

give this movie  

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

The Lynching of Louie Sam by Elizabeth Stewart ~ I read this novel during the March Break.  It is a historical fiction that takes place 

in the new Washington Territory in 1884.  The white settlers have an uneasy relationship with the indigenous folk of the region.  A 

settler man is found murdered and a young Native man, Louie Sam is found guilty without a trial.  It says on the back of the novel, 

“this powerful novel is inspired by the true story of the only recorded lynching on Canadian soil, recently acknowledged as a 

historical injustice by Washington State.”  The Author’s Note at the beginning of the book states, “Readers should be advised that 



the racism expressed by these and other characters, while offensive, is meant to reflect the attitudes of the period.”   I give this book 

☺☺☺☺/5☺ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Trivia for Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits at the movies.  
 “Ludwig van Beethoven was born in Bonn, Electorate of Cologne.”  Huh!    


