
Catholic Culture Update for the week beginning April 1, 2018 

 

A quote to ponder this week 

“This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.”  Psalm 118 

 

April 1st, 2018 is Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord > Practice of Hope > Alleluia!  The tomb is empty!  After weeks of 

drawing near to Christ’s suffering and Death, we joyously celebrate his Resurrection!  How blessed we are to belong to Jesus, who 

knows our pain, suffering, and sin yet offers us hope through his mercy, forgiveness, and love.  <> At the Easter Vigil, we proclaim 

the centuries-old Exsultet.  Find the English translation and links to commentary and chant at http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-

worship/liturgical-year/easter/easter-proclamation-exsultet.cfm.  <> Celebrate the abundance of Easter by having the children of 

your parish decorate food donation bags for parishioners to fill.  Ask your pastor to have returned bags placed near the altar during 

the Easter season prior to donation.  <> Sometimes our lives don’t align with the liturgy.  Are you experiencing pain that separates 

you from the joy of this holy day?  You are not alone.  Spend time in prayer, sharing your pain with God.  Ask God for what you need.  

Know that Christ’s heart joins with yours and all who are suffering.” AT HOME with the WORD 2018, page 75    

 

Scripture Insights > “Alleluia!  We are witnesses to the power of God who raised Jesus from the dead.  This is the theme of the 

readings on this holy Solemnity of Easter.  The First Reading, from the Acts of the Apostles, presents the Apostle Peter as proclaiming 

to the Roman centurion Cornelius and his household the Good News about Jesus Christ.  Peter has witnessed those words and deeds 

and now realizes he is called to preach not only to fellow Jews but to all peoples for the forgiveness of sins.  This Good News is a gift 

for all.  Paul’s Letter to the Colossians urgently reinforces primary Gospel teachings about Christ as the source of all salvation.  Paul is 

counteracting false teachings about the powers of angels and the necessity of ascetic practices.  In this Second Reading we hear him 

reassuring the Colossians that they are bonded with Christ in a mystical death and resurrection.  Today’s Gospel is part of a longer 

post-Resurrection narrative, which ends with Mary Magdalene being commissioned to preach to Jesus’ disciples saying, “I have seen 

the Lord!”  As the scene opens, we learn that Mary Magdalene came to the garden tomb before dawn.  In the first-century Greco-

Roman world, a night venture would have been considered strange and dangerous for anyone, but especially for a woman, but it 

makes her the first witness of the empty tomb.  When Peter and the Beloved Disciple respond to her summons, both witness the 

signs of Jesus’ Death – the burial wrappings - but at this moment only one “saw and believed.”   

 Carefully read the First Reading and notice how often the author refers to the act of witness.  Why do you think this 

concept is so important to the author of Acts of the Apostles? 

 Paul’s message is for us as well as the Colossians.  Have you ever thought of your life as being “hidden with Christ in God”?  

What could that mean? 

 As you pray over the Gospel, enter into dialog with the Beloved Disciple.  Ask him what he saw in the empty tomb that 

caused him to believe and how you might deepen your own faith.”  AT HOME with the WORD 2018, page 75 

 

The Season of Nonviolence – January 30 – April 4 – We learn to practice nonviolence one step at a time, one choice at a time, one 

day at a time.  This is how each of us, in our own way, move the world in the direction of peace through daily nonviolent choices and 

actions at home, at school, in the workplace and community.  This is the season of nonviolence.  The Gandhi King Season of 

Nonviolence commences on January 30 and marks the 64 days between the memorial anniversary of the assassination of Mahatma 

Gandhi and that of Doctor Martin Luther King Jr. on April 4
th

.  Individuals, schools and organizations in 900 cities in 67 countries have 

participated since the campaign began in 1998.  The objective is to create an awareness of nonviolent principles and practices as a 

powerful way to heal, transform, and empower our lives and communities.  It is, therefore, the purpose of the Season and the 

following of the 64 Daily Practices to educate and inspire individuals and organizations alike to actively seek out nonviolent means 

by which to empower themselves and others to co-exist in peace and prosper together in community.   

Website >www.gandhifoundation.ca  Email us at gandhifoundationcanada@gmail.com  To manage your subscription to our email 

list visit > http://www.mailman.srv.ualberta.ca/mailman/listinfo/gandhifoundationcanada  

 

Month of April – “The word April means “to open.”  This is the time of the year that leaf and flower buds open.  In most northern 

countries, this is a month of transformation.  The day is now longer than the night.  Even if the nights are still chilly, the daytime sun 

is strong and growing stronger.  The earth itself seems to take part in the Passover of the Lord.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the 

Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 58.   
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April Fools’ Day – “The first of April probably became All Fools’ Day in 1564.  That was the year the French began to use the new 

Gregorian calendar.  A few centuries before that, Christians had moved the start of the year from January 1 to March 25, 

Annunciation Day.  Everyone celebrated the New Year for eight days.  On April 1, the festival ended with parties where gifts were 

exchanged.  In 1564, the first of January once again became the first day of the year, but some people loved the old custom.  They 

didn’t give up their New Year’s parties on April 1.  They were called “April fools.”  Nowadays in France an April fool is called a poisson 

d’avril, an “April fish.”  Young fish that appear in streams around this time of year are more easily caught than older, cagier fish.  

French shops sell chocolates shaped like fish for the occasion.  People try to pin paper fish on each other’s backs as a joke.  In some 

places in England, an April fool is called a “noddy.”  In Scotland on this day, don’t let anyone send you out searching for hen’s teeth 

or pigeon milk, or you’ll be called a “gowk” – a cuckoo!”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second 

Edition, page 59   
 

April 4
th

 is the memorial of St. Isidore, Bishop and Doctor of the Church. “What do an archbishop of Seville, avid writer, systemic and 

liturgical theologian, evangelizer to the skeptic, minister to the poor, and establisher of schools have in common?  They encapsulate 

the life and work of St. Isidore of Seville (c. 565-636).  He is credited with organizing the Church of Spain through various councils 

and synods.  His theology of the Trinity and Incarnation were the basis for a Creed that was approved at the Fourth Council of Toledo 

(633 CE).  Along with these two noteworthy accomplishments, he also revised the Mozarabic Rite – the accepted liturgy of Spain – 

and opened cathedral schools for the training of priests.  St. Isidore was named a Doctor of the Church due to his extensive writing, 

including doctrinal summaries, etymological studies, and rules for religious communities.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, 

Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 60  St. Isidore inspire us to be the great writers we can be.  Spend some time today 

writing about your favourite person. 
 

April 7
th

 is the memorial of St. John Baptist de la Salle, Priest.  “Most people have never heard of St. John Baptist de la Salle (1651-

1719) and yet have been profoundly shaped by his educational methodology.  He established standard educational practices that we 

take for granted; for example, teaching a group of individuals simultaneously rather than private tutoring, instructing in the 

vernacular instead of Latin, and giving reports of student progress.  Moved by pity for poor children in France, St. John gave away his 

wealth to establish a religious institute called the Institute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools.  The purpose of the institute was 

to teach the poor so they could realize their innate dignity as children of God and rise above their impoverished circumstances.  The 

brothers developed “charity schools” based on the philosophy that “…not only is God so good as to have created us, but God desires 

all of us to come to the knowledge of the truth” (quoted on the website of the Christian Brothers University).  Today, St. John Baptist 

de la Salle’s brothers serve in all parts of the world as teachers, social workers, counsellors, and retreat facilitators.  They are not to 

be confused with the Congregation of Christian Brothers of Irish Christian Brothers, who were founded in Cork by Blessed Edmund 

Rice in 1808.” Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 61  St. John Baptist de la Salle, 

help us to be generous during these last days of Lent.  Say “thank you” to one of the teachers at your school.   
 

Faith Development – Introduction to St. Paul and His Letters by Michael Cameron 

“Paul explains that event with an outpouring of vivid metaphors.  His imagery of “justification” imagines a scene at the Judgment 

Day when Christ’s Death acquits us of breaking the Law of Mount Sinai (Romans 3:21-31).  His liturgical concept of “sanctification” 

pictures Christ giving believers the holiness needed to approach God in purity (1 Corinthians 6:11).  Paul connects to economic 

imagery when he speaks of “redemption,” portraying Christ’s costly Death buying us back from slavery to sin (Romans 3:24; 1 

Corinthians 6:20).  His political-military picture envisions humanity’s ancient and chronic warfare with God brought to an end in 

“reconciliation” (Romans 5:10-11).  He evokes the family with his “adoption” image, conveying our change of status when Christ 

made us over from slaves to children of God (Romans 8:14-15; Galatians 4:4-7).  Christians behave not according to external laws, 

Paul teaches, but by the force of the holy Spirit, who produces in believers the many fruits of the new life (Galatians 5:22-23), the 

greatest of which is love (1Corinthians 13:13).  The same love of God displayed in Christ’s Death pours forth into our hearts through 

the Holy Spirit (Romans 5:5-8).  The Spirit remakes us in the image of Christ: “all of us, gazing with unveiled face on the glory of the 

Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, as from the Lord who is the Spirit” (2 Corinthians 3:18).”   AT 

HOME with the WORD 2018, page 12-13 
 

Living the Promise - a quote for the week 
Jesus has fulfilled the promise of rising three days after his death and opening the gates of the nether world.  We live the promise 
when we die.  We can rejoin Jesus and all those who have gone before us.  We are all heaven-bound. 
 

 



Catholic Character Education and the Virtues + Respect, Stewardship and Reverence 

Respect for persons, respect for creation and reverence for human life are moral virtues.  Respect for persons is the ability to 

treat each person as worthy and as loved by God.  Respect for creation is the ability to see all of the natural world as good, as a 

gift from God and as deserving of care.  Reverence for human life is the ability to hold human life as sacred and to treat it as a gift 

from God. Growing in Christian Morality page 44  All three of these moral virtues are demonstrated in how Jesus lived his life on earth. 

Living Our Mission Statement 
We strive to provide an enduring education that reflects the essence of our Catholic traditions.  During this first week of Easter 
help your students to focus on the Resurrection.  Ask your class - If the Resurrection had not happened, would we be Christians? 
Would we even know about Jesus’ virgin birth? 
 
Staff Self-Care Tip of the Week – Celebrate the joy and love of Jesus in Easter services. 
 
Relationships – Strategic Direction of the Multi Year Strategic Plan 
Yesterday I attended a special Eucharistic liturgy where a Grade 6 class from St. Basil’s Catholic Elementary School prepared  palm 
crosses for a Grade 9 Religion class from St. Mary’s College.  The mass was wonderful.  My highlight was hearing the voices of the 
Grade 6 students and the Grade 9 students pray the Our Father together.  This was a wonderful moment of relationship.  Thank 
you teachers for planning this special moment for and with your students. 
 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 2012 Calls to Action 
“In order to redress the legacy of residential schools and advance the process of Canadian reconciliation, the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission makes the following calls to action. 

Reconciliation 
Equity for Indigenous People in the Legal System 
52. We call upon the Government of Canada, provincial and territorial governments, and the courts to adopt the following legal 
principles:  ii. Once Aboriginal title has been established, the burden of proving any limitation on any rights arising from the 
existence of that title shifts to the party asserting such a limitation. 
 
Twenty-first Century Learning 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RwX_EpNR4CA&feature=youtu.be > a very powerful message that Jesus is enough 
 
https://www.kairoscanada.org/kairos-top-12-wishes-for-2018 > If Grade 7 and 8 classes or high school classes who have had the 
Blanket Exercise want an extension activity, they may find one here. 
 

https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources > Resources for teaching difficult topics in history 

 

www.CARFLEO.com > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade  

 

http://www.wccm-canada.ca/ > This is the Canadian site for the World Community of Christian Meditation > Ten Helpful Hints for 

the Teacher > http://media.wix.com/ugd/1e8072_89404bfd48bd4bd6a98dd6b862be2c0d.pdf  

 

115 Saintly FUN Facts ~ Smiles and Surprises for Kids of All Ages by Bernadette McCarver Snyder 

“Scholastica >”If you read about Benedict in this book, then you know that St. Scholastica had a famous brother.  But Benedict 

also had a famous sister!  Just as Benedict founded a monastery for men, Scholastica founded a “nunnery” for women.  This religious 
house was one of the first established for women in Europe, and it made a great difference in the lives of many women.  The women 
of that day did not have many choices in life.  If a girl was born into a poor family, she became a servant of married a poor man and 
struggled to raise a family, with no prospects of ever “bettering” the life of herself or her children.  If she was born into a royal 
family, she lived a royal lifestyle that was often very structured with certain rules to be followed in the court or castle.  Many women 
had to marry men they didn’t even know because the marriage would make a proper “royal connection” for the two families.  Few 
women learned to read or write, and there was very little opportunity for a woman to live a useful life outside of castle, court, or 
home.  Scholastica’s convents – and those that were opened in later years – offered women a haven where they could find 
education, companionship, a life of prayer and work, and an honourable alternative to marriage (especially “arranged” marriages to 
strangers!).  Did YOU ever know anyone who had joined a convent?  Did you ever have a teacher who was a nun?  All through the 
years, since the early days of the Church, many women have joined convents.  Some of them became famous as the heads of 
hospitals, schools, orphanages, colleges, or held other important jobs.  Some did NOT become famous but DID live very happy, 
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useful lives.  The Church owes a great debt of gratitude to all these holy women who gave their lives to serve the Church.  Today, the 
Church NEEDS more young women like that.  Say a prayer that many young women in YOUR generation will choose to serve God by 
joining a convent or maybe even beginning a NEW one like St. Scholastica did!”  pages 128 -129 
 

WHAT DO YOU KNOW? A Catholic Identity Game for the Whole Community by Peggy O’Neill Fisher 

1.  What do we celebrate on Easter Sunday? 

 

2.  Who told the apostles about the resurrection of Jesus? 

 

3.  How many days did Jesus remain on earth before He ascended into heaven? 

 

4.  How did the disciples on the road to Emmaus recognize Jesus? 

 

5.  On which day each week do Christians/Catholics gather to break bread? 

 

New format, a bit harder without the answers given.  Stay tuned to next week for the reveal. 

 

 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Pat Carter 

Wedding Ringer ~This movie is about a man Doug Harris (Josh Gad) who has had difficulty making friends so when it comes to 

choosing groomsmen, he is in trouble.  Enter Jimmy (Kevin Hart) as the wedding ringer.  He can solve Doug’s problems.  This movie is 

extremely funny.  It has some poignant moments.  The story is about friendship, discernment, loyalty.  I give this movie  

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

A Distant View of Everything – an Isabel Dalhousie novel by Alexander McCall Smith ~ This is one of several series of books written 

by Alexander McCall Smith.  Isabel is an editor/publisher for a journal about mix of Ethics and Philosophy.  She is the main character 

of the books in the series.  She has a peculiar perspective on the world.  It is a light, humorous read.  I give this book ☺☺☺.5/5☺ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Trivia for Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits at the movies.  
 “The first time Easter and April Fools Day coincided was in 1888.  The last time was in 1945.”  Huh!    


