
Catholic Culture Update for the week beginning March 25, 2018 

 

A quote to ponder this week 

“Morning after morning God opens my ear that I may hear.”  Isaiah 50:5  
 

March 25th, 2018 is Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord > Practice of Hope > “It is hard to stay awake to the sin and suffering in 

this world.  Even Jesus’ disciples failed to keep watch with him in his deep sorrow.  But the Gospel urges us to keep trying.  It asks us 

to go with Christ to the heart of sorrow and to stand awake and in solidarity with the poor and suffering, who are Jesus in disguise.  

Our culture offers us many escapes, many ways to “sleep,” but it is by encountering those who suffer, and by bringing God’s love to 

them, that we come to know Christ and his Cross and can look with hope to Resurrection.  <> Pray the Rosary this week, and with 

each recitation of the Hail Mary reflect deeply and specifically on the suffering in our world; offer your prayers for the suffering 

adults and children around the globe.  <> Do you hold a specific sorrow or suffering in your heart?  As you pray this week, imagine 

being with Christ in the Garden.  See that he knows your sorrow.  See his willingness to shoulder your burden.  Can you offer him 

your pain?  Can you experience God’s comfort and presence in this place?  <> At the Easter Vigil, we will collectively ask all the saints 

in heaven to pray for us.  As you move through Holy Week, pray with the words and images of this Litany of the Saints:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kld0NBvNiCk.” AT HOME with the WORD 2018, page 69    
 

Scripture Insights > “Palm Sunday’s opening procession with palms is a commemoration of Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem before his 

Passion.  Palms are a traditional symbol of victory, royalty, and rejoicing.  But today’s readings are significant for the way they 

present God’s chosen as a servant-king.  The First Reading is one of four poignant passages called “servant songs” in the Book of 

Isaiah.  The servant is unnamed, and some scholars suggest he might have been a disciple of the prophet Isaiah.  In the reading the 

servant credits God with giving him the prophetic words to speak, and he acknowledges the suffering and abuse he has endured.  

Remarkably, he is not ashamed; he is secure in his role.  Later Christians saw the servant songs as fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  The 

Second Reading is known as the “Christ hymn.”  Although biblical scholars disagree on how to interpret aspects of the hymn, it 

clearly follows the pattern of humiliation leading to exaltation.  Because Jesus was willing to become like a servant and even given 

himself over to death, God exalted him and made him Lord over all creation.  Today’s Gospel tells the story of Jesus’ suffering, 

Death, and burial – a long narrative with many sub-stories – one of which is particularly meaningful on this Palm Sunday.  When the 

unnamed woman anoints Jesus with a superabundance of perfume, Jesus says that she is doing it for his burial, but anointing the 

head would have made most people of his day thing of the anointing of the messiah King.  Messiah means “anointed.”  

Paradoxically, Jesus’ messiahship is fully known in his suffering and Death. 

 Carefully read the Gospel and look for references to Jesus as king.  What do they tell us about Mark’s understanding of the 

person and mission of Jesus? 

 Regarding the Second Reading, Paul tells his readers that they should have the “same attitude that is also yours in Christ 

Jesus” (Philippians 2:5).  What does this mean for you? 

 Prayerfully reflect on the Responsorial Psalm.  Why is this psalm appropriate for Palm Sunday?  Note that Psalm 22 begins, 

“My God, my God, why have you abandoned me.”  AT HOME with the WORD 2018, page 69 

 

The Season of Nonviolence – January 30 – April 4 – We learn to practice nonviolence one step at a time, one choice at a time, one 

day at a time.  This is how each of us, in our own way, move the world in the direction of peace through daily nonviolent choices and 

actions at home, at school, in the workplace and community.  This is the season of nonviolence.  The Gandhi King Season of 

Nonviolence commences on January 30 and marks the 64 days between the memorial anniversary of the assassination of Mahatma 

Gandhi and that of Doctor Martin Luther King Jr. on April 4
th

.  Individuals, schools and organizations in 900 cities in 67 countries have 

participated since the campaign began in 1998.  The objective is to create an awareness of nonviolent principles and practices as a 

powerful way to heal, transform, and empower our lives and communities.  It is, therefore, the purpose of the Season and the 

following of the 64 Daily Practices to educate and inspire individuals and organizations alike to actively seek out nonviolent means 

by which to empower themselves and others to co-exist in peace and prosper together in community.   

Website >www.gandhifoundation.ca  Email us at gandhifoundationcanada@gmail.com  To manage your subscription to our email 

list visit > http://www.mailman.srv.ualberta.ca/mailman/listinfo/gandhifoundationcanada  

 

March 29th is Thursday of the Lord’s Supper (at the Evening Mass) / Holy Thursday.  “The Triduum begins with radiant glory at the 

Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday.  The laws of the Church permit no other parish Masses on this day.  Like the 
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Jewish Passover custom, this liturgy begins after sundown.  The Scriptures for the Lord’s Supper remain the same each year.  The 

First Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures recalls how Moses led the Hebrew people out of the land of Egypt.  The Lord commanded 

Moses and Aaron to instruct the people of Israel to sacrifice year-old male lambs, without blemish, and smear the blood on their 

door.  When the angel of death came to their house, it would pass over if it saw the blood of the sacrifice, thus sparing their 

firstborn child.  This passage ends by instituting this as a yearly memorial feast.  It lays the foundation for the Christian feast of the 

Lord’s Supper.  The Second Reading recounts the Apostle Paul instructing the people of Corinth to offer a sacrifice of praise.  He tells 

them how on the night before he died, “Jesus took bread, and after he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is 

for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.’”  The priest uses a variation of these words at every Mass to consecrate the bread and 

wine into the body and blood of Christ.  The Gospel comes from John’s account of the Last Supper.  Unique among the Gospel 

accounts, John omits references to bread and wine.  Instead, he describes a meal during which Jesus takes a bowl and pitcher of 

water to wash the disciples’ feet.  The image is clear.  Eucharist is not simply a ritual meal.  It must also move us from worship to 

service for one another.  Following the homily the priest may wash his parishioners’ feet.  By imitating the Gospel just proclaimed, 

the pastor and any associate priests demonstrate the commitment made at their Ordination to serve the community in the likeness 

of Christ Jesus.  The Liturgy of the Eucharist continues as normal, though with these vivid Eucharistic images in the minds of those 

assembled.  This evening’s liturgy ends differently from other Masses.  This is no official ending, as this was the beginning of a three-

day liturgy.  Following the distribution of Holy Communion, an elaborate Eucharistic procession makes its way through the assembly.  

Using incense, candles, and a processional cross, the priest processes with the consecrated Eucharistic bread to a chapel or side 

altar.  There the faithful can remain in presence of the Lord.  The procession and prayer hint at the somber tone to come on Good 

Friday.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 15   

  

March 30th is Friday of the Passion of the Lord/Good Friday.  “Good Friday commemorates the Crucifixion, Death, and burial of 

Christ Jesus.  Only one liturgy is permitted this day, and it continues the one begun on Holy Thursday evening.  The Good Friday 

liturgy consists of reading the Passion of Jesus Christ, the Adoration of the Cross, and concludes with the reception of Holy 

Communion.  The liturgy begins in silence as the priest enters the sanctuary and prostrates himself on the floor before the altar and 

cross.  The assembly silently kneels in this gesture of penance.  After arising, the Scriptures follow in the usual way.  The First 

Reading comes from the prophet Isaiah.  He tells of an unnamed suffering servant who will give his life for the sins of others.  Like an 

innocent lamb led to slaughter, yet bearing the guilt of many, this servant will see the fullness of light for his sacrifice.  The Second 

Reading offers the image of Christ Jesus as the priest offering his own life.  St. Paul states this great high priest became the source of 

eternal salvation.  The highlight of the Scriptures for Good Friday is the Passion reading from John’s account of the Gospel.  Various 

details reveal how John’s Passion differs in tone and content from the others.  Jesus is clearly in command of the course of events.  

Jesus and Pilate exchange powerful dialogues.  John’s account of the Gospel introduces an unnamed beloved disciple, who appears 

at the foot of the Cross with Mary and two others.  Following the homily, the priest or deacon, along with other ministers, presents a 

large cross to the assembly.  The priest chants, “Behold the wood of the Cross, / on which hung the salvation of the world.”  All 

respond, “Come, let us adore.”  So closely identified with Christ himself, the cross receives the adoration of the faithful.  One by one 

all approach, to genuflect, kneel, caress, touch, or softly kiss it in an act of worship.  This simple liturgy ends with the distribution of 

Holy Communion from hosts consecrated at the Holy Thursday liturgy.  All depart in silence, longing for a joyful conclusion to this 

prayer come Saturday night.” Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 116 

 

March 31st is the Easter Vigil in the Holy Night / Holy Saturday.  “Lent and Holy Week reach a climax at the Easter Vigil.  This 

solemnity of all solemnities begins after sundown on Holy Saturday.  Like the ancient Jewish custom, Catholics believe the sun’s 

setting completes a day, and therefore the festivals for the next day (Easter Sunday) may begin.  The Vigil starts outdoors with all 

gathered around a fire.  A new and stately paschal candle takes its flame from the fire, and the priest blesses it as the light of Christ.  

All process into the empty church, illuminated only by vigil candles to hear the Exsultet (Easter Proclamation), an ancient text 

summarizing the significance of this holy night.  The procession of light concludes and leads to the Liturgy of the Word.  This night 

calls for a more generous use of the Scriptures to emphasize God’s saving work throughout history.  The rite offers no fewer than 

seven Hebrew Scriptures readings, each followed by a Responsorial Psalm.  Fittingly, the creation story itself is first, followed by 

Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac.  The vivid imagery of Moses leading the Hebrew people through the Red Sea to freedom from their 

Egyptians oppressors prominently highlights the significance of this night.  Passing through water to new life foreshadows the 

Baptisms that will take place in this celebration.  Readings from Isaiah and the prophet Hosea are also offered.  The Christian 

Scripture reading is always from Romans, when Paul reminds the believers of the significance of their Baptism.  In that ritual they 

died to Christ and were given the divine promise to live with him forever in his Resurrection.  After fasting from Alleluias for six 



weeks of Lent, musicians jubilantly lead the community in this act of praise before the Gospel account of the Lord’s Resurrection 

from the dead.  The third major act of this night, the Baptism of the elect, follows the homily.  The priest baptizes each adult and 

then must confirm them with the oil of chrism.  Having witnessed these new believers professing their faith, the entire assembly 

then renew their own baptismal promises and sign themselves with the fresh baptismal waters.  Clothed in radiant white garments, 

like the image of the Risen Lord, the newly baptized join the assembly for the first time at the Lord’s table for the Liturgy of the 

Eucharist.  The liturgy concludes in the normal way, with the addition of a double Alleluia to the final blessing to signify the jubilant 

nature of this solemnity.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 15   
 

Faith Development – Introduction to St. Paul and His Letters by Michael Cameron 

“Paul’s Mission and Teachings - That insight released a mighty energy in Paul to announce Christ to the whole world.  So began 

Paul’s thirty-plus-year missionary ministry.  He suffered beatings, imprisonments, and repeated brushes with death, but by the mid-

60s of the first century, he had planted a network of vibrant Christian communities throughout the eastern Mediterranean basin.  

Concerned to stay in touch with his churches, to feed them with sound teaching, and to protect them from poachers, he wrote 

letters that eventually became part of our New Testament.  Their profound theology, breathless style, and stirring imagery have 

kindled and rekindled Christian faith ever since.  Paul never knew the earthly Jesus, and he speaks little of stories familiar to us from 

the Gospels (though he knew Peter and the Apostles personally, used their traditions, and quotes Jesus’ words at the first Eucharist).  

Paul’s thinking flows almost exclusively from the reality of the Lord’s Death and Resurrection – the moment when God’s power 

decisively defeated sin and inaugurated the Age to Come.”   AT HOME with the WORD 2018, page 12-13 
 

The Promise is in You - a quote for the week 
“You have the potential to believe in a power greater than yourself, who loves you more than anyone else.”  Sister Pat 

 

Catholic Character Education and the Virtues + Discipleship 

A quote to inspire our striving as disciples > “We plant seeds that will flower as results in our lives, so best to remove the weeds of 

anger, avarice, envy and doubt, that peace and abundance may manifest for all.”  Dorothy Day 

Living Our Mission Statement 
We strive to reverence the dignity of each person as a Child of God.  This week I attended a school mass and heard students 
singing with joyful voices the praise of God.  I was deeply moved by their songs.  
 
Staff Self-Care Tip of the Week – Be good to yourself!  You are the only you that we have! 
 
Well-Being – Strategic Direction of the Multi Year Strategic Plan 
Students need to feel like they belong in their class, their school and the school yard.  When they feel like they are a significant 
presence, they feel like they belong.  So when a student is absent even one day, it might be good to say something like, “We 
missed you yesterday.  So happy to see you are back with us.” 
 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 2012 Calls to Action 
“In order to redress the legacy of residential schools and advance the process of Canadian reconciliation, the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission makes the following calls to action. 

Reconciliation 
Equity for Indigenous People in the Legal System 
52. We call upon the Government of Canada, provincial and territorial governments, and the courts to adopt the following legal 
principles:  i. Aboriginal title claims are accepted once the Aboriginal claimant has established occupation over a particular territory 
at a particular point in time. 
 
Twenty-first Century Learning 
https://www.devp.org/en > The Canadian Catholic Organization for Development & Peace – there are many classroom resources on 
the website that can be used by teachers, especially during the liturgical season of Lent. 
 
https://www.kairoscanada.org/kairos-top-12-wishes-for-2018 > If Grade 7 and 8 classes or high school classes who have had the 
Blanket Exercise want an extension activity, they may find one here. 
 

https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources > Resources for teaching difficult topics in history 
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www.CARFLEO.com > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade  

 

http://www.wccm-canada.ca/ > This is the Canadian site for the World Community of Christian Meditation > Ten Helpful Hints for 

the Teacher > http://media.wix.com/ugd/1e8072_89404bfd48bd4bd6a98dd6b862be2c0d.pdf  

 

115 Saintly FUN Facts ~ Smiles and Surprises for Kids of All Ages by Bernadette McCarver Snyder 

“Salome >We don’t know a lot about this saint, but what we DO know is plenty!  Salome is one of the women mentioned in the 

New Testament of the Bible.  She was the wife of Zebedee and the mother of TWO apostles – James and John!  Not only that, 
Salome was one of the women who followed Jesus and was standing with Mary at the foot of the cross when Jesus died.  All this 
makes Salome a very special lady!  The little we know about her tells us that she was a good wife and mother and a faithful follower 
of Jesus.  What else do we need to know!  Some saints have done daring deeds, braved torture, fought crusades, or built 
monasteries and churches.  But here’s a lady who simply did her best to be a good person.  She must have been a good mother to 
have TWO sons chosen by Jesus to be his apostles.  And she must have been a very brave woman to NOT run away when Jesus was 
crucified, to stay with him and his mother on that terrible day.  So you see – a saint can be an ordinary person who loves God and 
shows it by the way she or he lives an ordinary, everyday life.  That’s how one of YOUR friends or relatives could be a saint.  That’s 
how YOU could be a saint too!” pages 127-128 
 

CATHOLIC I.Q. Quizzes for Fun and Learning ~ Prayer is Never Trivial by David O’Brien 

KID’S Quiz Prayer is awesome!  By David O’Brien 

1.  Even though Jesus was God, he prayed.       T or F 

 

2.  You can pray _______________________________. 

A.  only with your parents     C.  only at church 

B.  only at home      D.  anytime, anywhere, with anyone 

 

3.  Prayer includes both talking to the Lord and ________________________________. 

A.  listening to him  B.  having a snack  C.  sleeping   D.  a play date 

 

4.  The ____________________________ is a repetitive prayer using beads that asks “Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners. 

A.  Act of Contrition  B.  rosary  C.  St. Michael prayer  D.  Liturgy of the Hours 

 

5.  St. Peter, the first pope, wrote the Our Father prayer.     T or F 

 

No quiz this week.  It will return next week! 

 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Pat Carter 

Darkest Hour ~This movie follows a similar timeline as Dunkirk (last week’s review).  It is about Winston Churchill’s rise to leadership 

within the government of the British Commonwealth.  Having recently watched Netflix series The Crown and Dunkirk, I have had the 

advantage of many perspectives on Churchill.  I think that Churchill was a provocative leader who had his heart in the right place.  

There is one scene in this movie that is said to be based on truth.  It inspired me deeply to know how he pondered and fretted over 

making the correct choice for his country during the war.   I give this movie  

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

Inspector Morse – The Riddle of the Third Mile by Colin Dexter ~ I loved to watch the Inspector Morse TV programs made by the 

BBC with John Thaw as Morse.  Now that John has died, I am not sure anyone could play that role to my liking.  Even as I read the 

novel, I imagined John Thaw in the part of Morse.  I, now, will read all the books because the BBC cannot produce any more 

Inspector Morse programs without him.  They have ventured into another series entitled Endeavor which focuses on Inspector 

Morse in the early years of his career.  It is quite good too.  During this story, the Inspector is investigating a murder of a person 

whose body has been decapitated, and the limbs removed too.  It makes identifying a body very difficult with only the torso.  

Squabbles among staff at Oxford University are featured.  But by hard work and intuition, Morse and his sidekick Lewis figure out the 

puzzle in good time.   I give this book ☺☺☺☺☺/5☺ 
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Trivia for Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits at the movies.  
 “Did you know that in 1998, Titanic became the first film to gross over $1 billion worldwide.”  Huh!    


