
Catholic Culture Update for the week beginning February 25, 2018 

 

A quote to ponder this week 

“I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living.” Psalm 116:9 

 

February 25, 2018 is the Second Sunday of Lent > Practice of Hope > “In response to his experience of God’s glory at the 

Transfiguration, Peter wants to build tents to house Jesus, Elijah, and Moses.  We, too, can be awestruck when God reveals to us his 

great and magnificent love, but God never allows us to stay on the mountaintop.  Rather, he asks us to descend with him and, in 

hope, get to work building his kingdom.  <>Have you had a “mountaintop” experience of God?  Write down what occurred and how 

you felt.  What do you think God was trying to communicate to you through this experience?  <>During Lent, invite your family to 

brainstorm a way to tangibly make life better for someone in your neighbourhood or parish community.  <>Ignatian Volunteer Corp 

(IVC) provides opportunity for mature men and women to work for justice and serve the needs of the poor in their community while 

being supported in deepening their faith.  To find out about IVC and its locations, visit http://www.ivcuse.org/.” AT HOME with the WORD 

2018, page 51  Or go to Romero House for refugees in Toronto to welcome newcomers into the community of Canada.  Visit 

https://romerohouse.org/   Romero House has an internship program that may be right for you. 
 

Scripture Insights > “On first view, today’s First Reading and Gospel appear to have little in common:  Abraham nearly sacrifices his 

son and Jesus is transfigured before two of his disciples.  When we dig deeper, however, we discover in both readings a profound 

message about God’s mercy and faithfulness in times of trouble.  The First Reading comes from a story that our Jewish friends call 

the Akedah, the binding of Isaac.  It is referred to in the prayers of Rosh Hashanah, the first day of the Jewish calendar year.  On this 

day Jews all over the world pray that God will overlook human sinfulness and remember the compassion that he had for Abraham in 

sparing his son, because Abraham was willing to fully obey God. [Muslims also share this sacred story, but it is Ismael, his son by 

Hagar who is to be sacrificed.]  Ultimately, the story reminds us of our need to depend fully and without question on the tender 

mercies of God.  In addition to some superficial similarities between the sacrifice of Isaac and the Transfiguration (both are set on a 

mountain, and in both a voice from the heavens speaks) they both teach about God’s restorative love and mercy.  To recognize this 

in the Transfiguration story we need to remember that in Mark’s Gospel the Transfiguration episode comes directly after Jesus tells 

his disciples that he must be killed before he returns to the Father’s glory.  The transfigured Jesus on the mountain prefigures this 

return, evidence of God’s faithfulness to Jesus and to anyone who is fully obedient to God’s will.  The Second Reading reinforces the 

teaching of the other two readings: Paul speaks with wonderment about the greatness of God’s love for us – so great that he would 

sacrifice his own son for our salvation. 

 Rereading the First Reading and the Gospel, find as many similarities and divergences as you can between the two stories. 

 Reflect on the Second Reading as a commentary on the rewards of suffering as a disciple of Jesus.  What message do you 

draw from it? 

 What phrases or images in today’s Responsorial Psalm might help you cultivate greater trust in God’s love for you?”    
AT HOME with the WORD 2018, page 49 

 

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for February 2018 > Say “No” to Corruption that those who have material, political or spiritual 

power may resist any lure of corruption. 

 

The Season of Nonviolence – January 30 – April 4 – We learn to practice nonviolence one step at a time, one choice at a time, one 

day at a time.  This is how each of us, in our own way, move the world in the direction of peace through daily nonviolent choices and 

actions at home, at school, in the workplace and community.  This is the season of nonviolence.  The Gandhi King Season of 

Nonviolence commences on January 30 and marks the 64 days between the memorial anniversary of the assassination of Mahatma 

Gandhi and that of Doctor Martin Luther King Jr. on April 4
th

.  Individuals, schools and organizations in 900 cities in 67 countries have 

participated since the campaign began in 1998.  The objective is to create an awareness of nonviolent principles and practices as a 

powerful way to heal, transform, and empower our lives and communities.  It is, therefore, the purpose of the Season and the 

following of the 64 Daily Practices to educate and inspire individuals and organizations alike to actively seek out nonviolent means 

by which to empower themselves and others to co-exist in peace and prosper together in community.   

Website >www.gandhifoundation.ca  Email us at gandhifoundationcanada@gmail.com  To manage your subscription to our email 

list visit > http://www.mailman.srv.ualberta.ca/mailman/listinfo/gandhifoundationcanada  

 

https://romerohouse.org/
http://www.gandhifoundation.ca/
mailto:gandhifoundationcanada@gmail.com
http://www.mailman.srv.ualberta.ca/mailman/listinfo/gandhifoundationcanada


February 28
th

 is Pink Shirt Day.   Wear a pink shirt and act kindly toward everyone.  https://www.pinkshirtday.ca/about/  
 
Month of March – “March is the month of the vernal equinox, when daytime grows equal to nighttime, and spring begins in the 

Northern Hemisphere.  The lengthening days warm the air and help create the March winds.  A few days in March are as cold as 
deep winter, a few are as warm as springtime, and many of the days are stormy.  No wonder March is named after Mars, the Roman 
god of war.  The struggle against winter is a strong sign of Lent.  Summer and winter seem to battle through this month.”   Companion 

to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 51 
 

Month of St. Joseph – The month of March is dedicated to St. Joseph, spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the foster-father of the 
Lord.  St. Joseph was the favourite saint of St. Teresa of Avila, and of many popes, including Pope St. Pius X and Pope [St.] John XXIII, 
who wrote:  “O glorious Joseph!  Who concealed your incomparable and regal dignity of custodian of Jesus and of the Virgin Mary 
under the humble appearance of a craftsman and provided for them with your work, protect with loving power your sons, especially 
entrusted to you.  You know their anxieties and sufferings, because you yourself experience them at the side of Jesus and of His 
Mother.  Do not allow them, oppressed by so many worries, to forget the purpose for which they were created by God” (Prayer for 
Workers).  Joseph is the patron saint of fathers, of workers, of [Canada], and the universal Church.”   St. Joseph, pray for us!”  
Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 51-52 
 

Friday March 2 – “World Day of Prayer - Prayers will resound today from the first sunrise to the last sunset as groups of women 
from many Christian expressions of faith and from more than 170 countries intercede for the needs of the world.  Each year the 
women of a different nation prepare for this day by writing a prayer service for all to use.  They also express their concerns, believing 
that, as their motto states, “Informed prayer leads to prayerful action.”  The concerns they voice become the yardsticks for selecting 
grants that are donated to projects in many lands.  Those who share in this experience increase their understanding of other 
cultures, increase their faith, and develop their gifts.  The ecumenical organization [Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada] 
represents women of [Canada] in this annual work of peace and justice.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays 

of the Year, Second Edition, page 5.  This year the prayer has been prepared by the Women of the Suriname.  The theme of the prayer is “All 
of God’s Creation is Very Good.” https://worlddayofprayer.net/index.html  
 

Faith Development – Introduction to the Gospel according to John by Michael Cameron 

“Jesus’ signs hint at his divine glory (2:11) to be fully revealed at his “hour” (2.4; 7:30; 8:20; 13:1).  Like the disciples, readers put 

things together only after the Resurrection (2:22); then we realize that as Jesus was “lifted up” for crucifixion by the Romans, he was 

lifted up to glory by his Father (3:14; 8:28; 12:32).  He mounted his Cross like a king ascending his throne, as Pilate’s placard 

unwittingly proclaimed (19:19-22).  The Son’s mission was to reunite the world to its source of eternal life in God (3:16; 4:34; 17:4).  

He died with satisfaction that this work was accomplished, and announced, “It is finished!” (19:30).  In the Gospel according to John, 

God the Father is unseen and mostly silent, but pervasively present.  The Father sent the Son, loves him (5:20; 15:9), bears him 

witness (5:37; 8:18), glorifies him (8:54), and dwells with him (14:11).  The Father grants the Son to have life in himself, to judge the 

world, and to raise the dead (5:19-30).  Father and Son together gave life to the world at creation (1:1-2), and continue to do so 

(5:17).  God the Son in human flesh has “explained” the Father, literally “brought God into the open” (1:18).  The Son does this so 

completely that Jesus says, “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father” (14:9; 12:45).  But divine life emanates from a third 

mysterious presence, “the Spirit of truth” (14:17).  The Father and the Son together send the Spirit (15:26), who teaches the disciples 

about what Jesus said and who he was (14:26; 16:13).  By the Spirit’s indwelling, divine life flows through them like a river (7:38-39; 

14:17).  John depicts the disciples as fruitful vine branches that the Father lovingly tends (15:1-5).  Omitting all other ethical 

instruction, this Gospel says that the only measure of the disciples’ fruitfulness is their love for one another (13:34-35; 15:12-17).”   
AT HOME with the WORD 2018, page 10-11 
 

Renewing the Promise - a quote for the week 
“I am a treaty person.  I want the government to make good on the Robinson Huron Treaty of 1850.  Let all Canadians renew the 
promise of the treaties signed between the Crown and the Indigenous of Turtle Island.”  Sister Pat Carter 

 

Catholic Character Education and the Virtues + LOVE 

A quote to inspire love: The love of one’s country is a natural thing.  But why should love stop at the border?  Pablo Casals 

Living Our Mission Statement 
Dedicated to excellence in education > why would you dedicate yourself to being anything else?   
 
Staff Self-Care Tip of the Week – How letting your mind wander may be good for you.  It gives my mind a break for problem 
solving and focussing on many things at the same time. 
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/how_mind_wandering_may_be_good_for_you 

https://www.pinkshirtday.ca/about/
https://worlddayofprayer.net/index.html
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Governance – Strategic Direction of the Multi Year Strategic Plan 
Our Administrative Council usually meets on Mondays to review what is happening in the school and what is requested for 
consideration by the Ministry of Education.  There are countless meetings throughout every day but this meeting on Mondays keeps 
everyone on Admin Council on the same page. 
 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 2012 Calls to Action 
“In order to redress the legacy of residential schools and advance the process of Canadian reconciliation, the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission makes the following calls to action. 

Reconciliation 
Settlement Agreement Parties and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
49. We call upon all religious denominations and faith groups who have not already done so to repudiate concepts used to justify 
European sovereignty over Indigenous lands and peoples, such as the Doctrine of Discovery and terra nullius.  Our Church has 
repudiated the concepts of the Doctrine of Discovery and Terra Nullius.   
 

Twenty-first Century Learning 
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=1000BMNU&utm_source > Olympic Figure Skater Scott Hamilton Shares His Testimony 3.32 
min Inspirational Video 
 
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=YDKG77NX > Farmer Shares Modern Day of Parable of Lamb and Shepherd – 2.12 min Ministry 
video  
 
https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2018/02/how-to-be-a-more-evangelizing-catechist-1-proclaim-alternate-reality-to-
brokenness/?utm_source > As Religious Educators, we are called to be evangelists too.  Here is an webcast to help us in our role. 
 
https://www.devp.org/en > The Canadian Catholic Organization for Development & Peace – there are many classroom resources on 
the website that can be used by teachers, especially during the liturgical season of Lent. 
 
https://www.kairoscanada.org/kairos-top-12-wishes-for-2018 > If Grade 7 and 8 classes or high school classes who have had the 
Blanket Exercise want an extension activity, they may find one here. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sk8u5S9Wz6o> Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for February 2018 – 1.12 min 

 

https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources > Resources for teaching difficult topics in history 

 

www.CARFLEO.com > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade  

 

http://www.wccm-canada.ca/ > This is the Canadian site for the World Community of Christian Meditation > Ten Helpful Hints for 

the Teacher > http://media.wix.com/ugd/1e8072_89404bfd48bd4bd6a98dd6b862be2c0d.pdf  

 

115 Saintly FUN Facts ~ Smiles and Surprises for Kids of All Ages by Bernadette McCarver Snyder 

“Rose of Lima >With a name like that, you might guess that St. Rose is the patron of gardeners and florists!  Not only that, Rose 

loved to do gardening work and even LIVED in a garden!  She was born in Lima, Peru, and was a very beautiful young lady – but she 
didn’t like anyone to notice her beauty.  When her parents lost all their money because of an unsuccessful mining venture, Rose 
wanted to help them.  She grew food and earned money for them by working in the garden all day and by sewing late into the night.  
Her parents wanted her to get married, but Rose refused.  Instead, she continued with her work but moved out of their house into a 
little hut in the garden.  There, she spent all her free time in prayer.  Many people made fun of her for doing this but many others 
came to ask her to pray for THEM – and many of them received happy answers to those prayers.  Do YOU ever pray for somebody 
else?  It’s good to pray for yourself – when you need help or are afraid or feel sorry for something bad you’ve done or want to say 
thanks for a special blessing.  But today, why don’t you pray for somebody else?  Think now.  Do you know someone who might 
need help?  Say a prayer – or LOTS of prayers – for him or her today.” page 124 
 

CATHOLIC I.Q. Quizzes for Fun and Learning ~ Prayer is Never Trivial by David O’Brien 

1.  Elizabeth, the Blessed Virgin Mary’s cousin, was the one who first prayed The Magnificat, which says:  “My soul proclaims the 

greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my saviour.”     T or F 
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2.  Kyrie Eleison means “Lord have _______________________.” 

A.  compassion   B.  kindness  C.  patience   D.  mercy 

 

3.  This prayer, familiar to Catholics, is also prayed by many Protestant Christians. 

A.  Sign of the Cross  B.  Lamb of God  C.  The Lord’s Prayer  D.  Hail Mary 

 

4.  The prayer book Jesus used as a Jewish boy was called _____________________. 

A.  the Psalms   B.  the Lectionary  C.  the Interior Castle  D. the Imitation of Christ 

 

5.  Which prayer is also known as The Lord’s Prayer? 

A.  Communion Rite  B.  Our Father  C.  Letter to the Corinthians D.  Gospel of John 

 

CATHOLIC I.Q. Quizzes for Fun and Learning ~ Prayer is Never Trivial by David O’Brien 

1.  A complete rosary includes 50 Hail Marys.      T or F 

 

2.  The two forms of public liturgical prayer in the Catholic Church are ______________________. 

A.  the Mass and the Liturgy of the Hours   C.  praise and worship 

B.  songs and meditation     D.  the rosary and grace before meals 

 

3.  Praying in front of a monstrance that displays the Eucharistic Jesus is called ________________________. 

A.  Lectio Divina   B.  Canon Law  C.  Beatific Vision   D.  Eucharistic adoration 

 

4.  “The Lord is my ________________________ ; there is nothing I lack…” (Psalm 23) 

A.  creator   B.  teacher  C.  king    D.  shepherd 

 

5.  Reciting memorized prayers is the only way Catholics are allowed to pray.   T or F 

 

 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Pat Carter 

 The Florida Project ~ This movie is nominated for an Oscar this year.  It is about a mother and child who live in a motel in Florida 

near Disney.  Their live is impoverished and the mother makes a living by selling perfume to customers going in and out of ritzy 

hotels in the area.  The little girl whose name is Moe-ny, short for Monique, is an adventurer and the movie focuses on how she 

entertains herself.  There were moment when I laughed out loud because I remember doing some of the things Moe-ny and her 

friends do.  But there are some tissue times too.  I give this movie  

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

No book this week, too much to watch on the Olympic network from South Korea. ~ I give this book ☺☺☺☺☺/5☺ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Trivia for Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits at the movies.  



 St. Valentine died in February.  Huh! https://www.rd.com/culture/february-trivia-quiz/    

https://www.rd.com/culture/february-trivia-quiz/

