
Catholic Culture Update for the week beginning December 3rd, 2017 

 

A quote to ponder this week 

“Be watchful!” Mark 13:33 

 

December 3
rd

 is the First Sunday of Advent > Practice of Faith > Why must we wait when people around us are already celebrating 

Christmas?  We know how the story ends:  Jesus is born and lain in a manger!  We wait because Advent isn’t simply about 

celebrating Christ’s birth centuries ago, but about connecting with our own soul’s longing for Christ’s Kingdom to come.  We wait 

and keep watch this Advent, praying for our Lord to be born anew in our hearts, our communities, and our world.  Listen to “Waiting 

in Silence” at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v+bg8XCxUtKec. Meditate on these questions:  What does your heart hope for this 

Advent?  How might God speak to this hope?  *Create a Jesse Tree, on which, each day, you can hang a Scripture-based ornament 

that recalls the events leading to Jesus’ birth.  Find instructions on ideas for making a Jesse tree with young children and provides 

links to free printable ornaments at http://www.catholicicing.com/jesse-tree-readings-ornaments-and-free-printables.  Another 

source is this website: http://www.myjessetree.html#header.  Purchase a Jesse Tree Activity Kit from Abbey Press at 

http://www.abbeytrade.com/product.asp_Q_pn_E_73132#. Or Paulist Press at 

http://www.paulistpressbookcenter.com/product/58272/jesse-tree-activity-kit.  Find free daily Jesse tree readings at Loyola Press 

site: http://www.loyolapress.com/the-jesse-tree-for-the-first-week-of-advent.htm.  On this First Sunday of Advent, when the family 

is gathered for prayer, light the first violet candle of your Advent wreath.  If you don’t have an Advent wreath, you can create a 

simple one with three violet candles and one rose candle (any size or shape) placed in candle holders and arranged in a circle.  Place 

evergreens around their bases.  On the Second, Third, and Fourth Sundays of Advent, light an additional candle, using the pink one 

for the Third Sunday of Advent.  Consider also hiding the baby Jesus apart from the nativity scene until Christmas morning.  

Download more questions and activities for families at http://www.ltp.org/t-productsupplements.aspx “ AT HOME with the WORD 2018, 

page 19 

    

“Advent – Advent begins the liturgical year for the Church.  The beginnings of things usually need some advance preparation, and 

the liturgical year is no different.  One way to approach the beginnings of the Christian life is to look at Christ himself.  Advent 

prepares the faithful through joyful waiting and hopeful expectation for Christ’s coming.  Advent begins four Sundays prior to the 

Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord (Christmas), December 25
th

.  While Advent readies us for this joyful anniversary of Christ Jesus’ 

birth, there is more.  Advent contains a double purpose.  In addition to the Christmas preparations, it also prepares us for the second 

coming of Christ at the very end of time.  The first part of Advent draws our attention to the end of time.  At Mass during the 

Eucharistic Prayer, the congregation jubilantly sings “We proclaim your Death, O Lord,/and profess your Resurrection/ until you 

come again.”  He will come, as the Nicene Creed says, “to judge the living and the dead.”  We sometimes refer to this as the second 

coming.  He will rule over all nations.  He will judge with justice tempered by mercy.  His coming is to bring about a complete 

integration of peace among all living things: people, animals, nature, and the whole cosmos.  We do not know when this will happen.  

The Scriptures tell us that we do not know the day (see Luke 12:40), but we are to be on the watch (see Matthew 24:42).  This 

waiting and watching characterizes the spirituality of Advent.  The readings, traditions, and rituals of this liturgical time help 

Catholics practice the art of joyful anticipation and holy patience.” Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the 

Year, Second Edition, page 3   

 

To prepare your classroom for Advent – change the green cloth in your prayer centre to purple.  Set up the Advent wreath if you 

have one for your class.  PLEASE do not decorate for Christmas until the fourth week of Advent.  I realize that it is a challenge given 

that the stores are all decorated for Christmas since Hallowe’en.  Advent is a holy season during which we need to practice the art of 

joyful anticipation and holy patience.  It is like the gift of meditation…it is a counter cultural expression of our faith in this secular 

world.   

 

December 6
th

 is the memorial of St. Nicholas, Bishop.  “Little is known about this saint, the “wonderworker,” other than the fact 

that he lived sometime during the fourth century and was bishop of the city of Myra in Asia Minor.  There is some evidence that he 

was imprisoned during the Diocletian persecutions and later condemned Arianism, a heresy that denied the Son was co-eternal with 

the Father.  Many stories exist about St. Nicholas, but one most frequently passed down speaks of a poor man who could not feed or 

clothe his three daughters.  Upon hearing of this man’s dire situation, St. Nicholas tossed three bags of gold through his window one 

evening so the man could tend to his daughter’s needs.  Modern folklore about Santa Claus, Kris Kringle, and Father Christmas are 

based in the stories of St. Nicholas and his great love for and generosity toward children.  Whatever is known or not known about 
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this great saint, it can be said, to quote an anonymous Greek from the tenth century, “All Christians, young and old, men and 

women, boys and girls, reverence his memory and call upon his protection” (as quoted in Butler’s Lives of the Saints: December, New 

Full Edition, p. 60).”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 147-148  St. Nicholas 

inspire us to generously give good things to the children in our schools.  Share a treat with someone today in St. Nick’s memory. 

 

December 7
th

 is the memorial of St. Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the Church.  “St. Ambrose (c. 340-397) was governor when he 

went to stop rioting that erupted during the selection of a new bishop of Milan.  The crowd cried, “Ambrose for bishop,” and he was 

chosen, although he was just a catechumen.  The Arian heresy – which denied the full divinity of Christ – divided the Church of his 

time.  When Empress Justina demanded that Ambrose give his basilica to the Arians, he and his congregation locked themselves in 

and sang antiphonally, the first recorded instance.  He baptized St. Augustine and was a great friend of Augustine’s mother, St. 

Monica.  Ambrose is nicknamed the “honey-tongued doctor” for his eloquent preaching.” Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, 

Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 148  St. Ambrose teach us to be people of reconciliation.  Do you have a friend that you 

could call “Honey-tongued”? 

 

December 8
th

 is the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. “The dogma that Mary was kept free 

from original sin from the first moment of her conception was solemnly declared by Pope Pius IX in 1854, but it was by no means a 

new invention.  The Eastern Church had celebrated this day from as early as the eighth century, and it soon spread to the West.  It 

has been on the Church’s universal calendar since 1708.  The Immaculate Conception is a singular grace, given to Mary to enable her 

to say “yes” to God.  No stain of original sin touches her who is to become the Ark of the Covenant, the Temple in which God comes 

to dwell.  This is a unique grace.  And yet, Mary is our model for holiness.  By our Baptism, we have been washed clean of the stain of 

original sin to become temples for the Holy Spirit.  And we look to Mary for an example of the life of discipleship, open to God’s 

word, obedient to God’s will.  This Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception is celebrated with great festivity in many places around 

the world, particularly in Spain.  In the Cathedral of Seville, there is a unique tradition called Los Seises or the “Dance of the Six.”  Six 

boys perform a solemn dance before the Blessed Sacrament as hymns are sung in honour of the Immaculate Conception.  It is a 

tradition that survives to this day, a vivid image of joy of the Church in this celebration of the grace of God at work in the Blessed 

Virgin Mary.” Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 148-149  Holy Mary, Mother of 

God, pray for us sinners.  Do a little dance to celebrate Mary today. 

 

December 9
th

 is the memorial of St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin.  “St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin (1474-1548) was a native 

Mexican, a farmer, and a labourer.  On December 9
th

, 1531, on his way to attend Mass, he heard a woman call out from Tepeyac Hill.  

She was the Virgin Mary, and she asked Juan Diego to tell the bishop to build a chapel on the site.  Juan Diego went to the bishop 

with the request, but the bishop scoffed at him.  He returned with his cloak, or tilma, filled with roses, and when he unfurled it 

before the bishop, the woman’s image was imprinted on the inside.  The bishop believed, and the church was built.  The image on 

Juan Diego’s tilma is venerated as that of Our Lady of Guadalupe.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the 

Year, Second Edition, page 149  St. Juan Diego teach us to be as obedient as you were.  Look for miracles today! 

 

Faith Development – What is a Lectionary? by Marielle Frigge, OSB 

“The word lectionary comes from the Latin word legere, “to read,” and names a collection of Scripture readings from both the Old 

and New Testaments that are proclaimed throughout the liturgical year in a particular order.  Christian lectionaries were in use 

already in the fourth century, but before the invention of the printing press in the mid-fifteenth century, readings differed from 

place to place.  Printing allowed for a more standardized lectionary, so that Catholics around the world could hear the same Bible 

readings at Mass on any given day.  However, in the four centuries before the Second Vatican Council (1963-65), the lectionary had a 

somewhat limited ability to touch the faith lives of Catholics.  Most could not understand what was read because Scripture readings 

as well as the prayers of the Mass were proclaimed in Latin.  Further, because of the lectionary of the time used only particular 

selections from the Bible repeated year after year, Catholics received a restricted exposure to the riches of Scripture.”  AT HOME with 

the WORD 2018, page 6 

 

Renewing the Promise - a quote for the week 
“I can hardly wait for tomorrow, it means a new life for me each and every day.”  Stanley Kunitz  

 

 
   



Catholic Character Education and the Virtues + HOPE 

During the month of December we strive to grow in the virtue of hope.   Hope is a theological virtue, God knows that we need it to 

live so God gives it to us as a gift along with faith and love.  “Hope means expecting that the future is open, that change is possible, 

and that we can make a difference.”  Growing in Christian Morality page 41. 

Living Our Mission Statement 
We strive to create sacred learning environments.  It is time to change the colour of the cloth in your prayer centre.  It ought to 
purple now for the next four weeks because it is the liturgical season of Advent.  Of course, you can change it to a rose or pink colour 
on December 17

th
 because it is the third week of Advent, Gaudete Sunday.  Joyful Sunday! 

 
Staff Self-Care Tip of the Week – Live in the Present Moment 
Last week I was in Mississauga for a Symposium and the hotel in which the meet was held was fully decorated for Christmas.  I had 
an epiphany as I walked through the halls during those days.  We are constantly being invited to live in the future.  As I drive by 
people’s homes on my way home from work, I see Christmas trees lit up.  It isn’t even December yet.  Meditation helps me to 
ground myself in the present moment.  December is given to me, until December happens.  The marketing world is always trying to 
sell me the next big occasion.  But we are only given the moment we are in.  So my friends, try to find a way to live in the present 
moment.  It is the only one given to us! 
 
Governance – Strategic Direction of the Multi Year Strategic Plan  
We acknowledge the years of work of Laurie Aceti as a Trustee and former Chair of the Huron-Superior CDSB.  Laurie has served the 
Board faithfully for twenty-four years.  She is living in Alberta now as her husband receives treatment and his prognosis is good.  We 
wish Laurie every blessing and are grateful for her years of service to the HSCDSB. 
 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 2012 Calls to Action 
“In order to redress the legacy of residential schools and advance the process of Canadian reconciliation, the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission makes the following calls to action. 

Reconciliation 
Royal Proclamation and Covenant of Reconciliation 
46. We call upon the parties to the Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement to develop and sign a Covenant of 
Reconciliation that would identify principles for working collaboratively to advance reconciliation in Canadian society, and that 
would include, but not be limited to:  ii. Repudiation of concepts used to justify European sovereignty over Indigenous lands and 
peoples, such as the Doctrine of Discovery and terra nullius, and the reformation of laws, governance structures, and policies within 
their respective institutions that continue to rely on such concepts.   
Imagine you are in your home with your partner and children and someone comes into your space and removes your children 
because you are not raising them the way that person wants you to.  Or you have a baby in the hospital and before you are able to 
hold your newborn, a government official takes your baby and puts it up for adoption to another racial group who the government 
deems more capable of raising the child.  It is unthinkable.  And that happened to our Indigenous brothers and sisters in the last 
century.   
 
Twenty-first Century Learning 
https://commonground.ideascale.com/  If you believe in Catholic Education in Ontario you may want to take a stand at this website.  
This is the Ontario Liberal Party's Common Ground community. You can submit ideas, vote on existing ideas, or add 
comments.   To vote for or against an idea, simply click the up or down arrows to the right of the idea title/description.   Last time I 
looked there were four specific ideas against the Catholic school system.  If you would like to see all ideas created with a specific 
tag, you can click on the word or phrase via the tagcloud in the navigation sidebar area under "What we're discussing". You can also 
view ideas sorted by Policy Areas ("Campaigns")from the right navigation area. To return to this page, click the All Ideas link. 

www.theturtleislandnews.com > daily news from the Indigenous perspective > Canada’s only National Daily Native News service 
 
https://sophiainstituteforteachers.org > ready to use lessons on Advent  
 
http://bustedhalo.com/video/watch-advent-two-minutes > Advent explained in two minutes  
 
http://bustedhalo.com/advent > calendar will only be accessible on Sunday, I think   …it has been great resource for 
intermediate/senior students and staff 
 
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=YWDY77NX  - ‘How Majestic’ sung by Kari Jobe; Christian Music Video > 7.42 min 
Kari speaks about the song before the performance of it. 
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https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=10J0CJNU – Man Builds 58 Crosses For Las Vegas Victims – Inspirational video – 7.09 min  
Brings the hope of the cross to the families who experience the tragedy of losing family members to violence.  

 

www.CARFLEO.com > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade  

 

www.wccm.org > upload the meditation chimes and timer onto your personal device so you can meditate anywhere anytime 

 

http://www.wccm-canada.ca/ > This is the Canadian site for the World Community of Christian Meditation > Ten Helpful Hints for 

the Teacher > http://media.wix.com/ugd/1e8072_89404bfd48bd4bd6a98dd6b862be2c0d.pdf  

 

115 Saintly FUN Facts ~ Smiles and Surprises for Kids of All Ages by Bernadette McCarver Snyder 

“Peter Mary Chanel – Some people might have called this saint “teacher’s pet” because he was a great favourite of his teachers 

in school.  BUT he was also well liked by his fellow students!  Peter began working as a shepherd boy when he was only seven years 
old, but the parish priest noticed how intelligent he was and asked Peter’s parents if they would like him attend the parish school.  
Peter was a “model student” there and also in the seminary where he studied later.  After Peter became a priest, he asked to work 
in the missions and was sent with a small group of missionaries to one of the islands in the Pacific.  The natives welcomed them, and 
as soon as the priests learned the native language and began to teach, many natives asked to be baptized.  This made the chieftain 
jealous and suspicious of the missionaries.  But when the chief’s SON decided to become a Catholic, that jealousy turned to HATE, 
and the chief sent a band of warriors to attack the priests.  Peter was killed and became a martyr (someone who has died for the 
Faith), but his death was a victory!  When the people heard what had happened, even MORE asked to be baptized, and within a few 
months, the whole island was Catholic!  In the history of the Church – and even in recent years – many brave men and women have 
given their lives to spread the word of God.  Few people are ever asked to make such a GREAT sacrifice, but the martyrs can be a 
shining example to YOU and to all other Christians, who are asked only to make SMALL sacrifices.”  page 114-115 
 

WHAT DO You Know?  ABOUT ALTAR SETTING ~ Peggy O’Neill Fisher 

1.  The pieces of folded linen used by the Eucharistic ministers to wipe the rim of the cup after each person drinks are called 

A.  corporals   B.  purificators   C.  finger towels  D.  none of these 

 

2.  The small pitchers that hold the wine and water at Mass are called 

A.  corporals   B.  purificators   C.  patens  D.  cruets 

 

3.  The altar breads consecrated at Mass are called 

A.  altar bread   B.  hosts    C.  Jesus’ body  D.  B and C 

 

4.  These are placed on the altar and lit as a sign of reverence and festivity; these are called 

A.  candles   B.  Paschal candle  C.  Easter candle  D.  none of these 

 

5.  The small metal box with a hinged cover used to carry communion to someone who is sick is called 

A.  pyx    B.  tabernacle   C.  monstrance  D.  all of these 

 

WHAT DO You Know?  ABOUT ADVENT ~ Peggy O’Neill Fisher 

1.  The special celebration we prepare for during the Advent season is 

A.  Christ’s second coming  B.  Epiphany   C.  Christmas  D.  A and C not B 

 

2.  The word Advent means 

A.  arrival   B.  coming   C.  winter  D.  A and B not C 

 

3.  The Advent season begins on  

A.  Feast of Christ the King      C.  the Sunday closest to November 30 

B.  the fourth Sunday before Christmas    D.  B and C not A 
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4.  The liturgical colour for the season of Advent is 

A.  blue-violet   B.  violet    C.  green   D.  A and B not C 

 

5.  The Hebrew people waited throughout their history for their 

A.  Saviour   B.  Moses   C.  messiah  D.  A and C not B 

 

 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Pat Carter 

The Star ~ is a portrayal of the Nativity story from the perspective of the animals involved.  It is delightful movie.  I enjoyed every 

minute especially the animals who were in the stable where Jesus was born.  That was one powerful star! ~  I give this movie 

 

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

No book this week!   

 

 

 
Trivia for Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits at the movies.  
“The Winter Solstice, also known as Midwinter, occurs around December 21 or 22 each year in the Northern hemisphere, and June 

20 or 21 in the Southern hemisphere.  It occurs on the shortest day or the longest night of the year, sometimes said to 

astronomically mark the beginning or middle of a hemisphere’s winter.” Huh! I love it!  


