
Renewing the Promise:  
 
In November, at the Institute for Catholic Education Renewing 
the Promise Symposium, we had the opportunity to gather as a 
family, members of the Catholic Family. It was an opportunity to 
remind ourselves of the many women and men who over the 
last 170 years have contributed to the development of Catholic 
Education in Ontario.  It was good for us to celebrate those 
upon whose shoulders we stand.   It was a great time to 
reconnect, to reflect and renew the promise of Catholic 
Education.   
Thank you to all who organized, facilitated, and hosted the 
family conversation.  You have started a conversation that 
celebrates the tradition of our faith and a conversation that 
echoes in our Catholic communities today.   
St. Paul in his letter to the Romans (cf. 10:14-17) asks the faith 
community: But how are they to call on one in whom they have 
not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they 
have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone 
to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they 
are sent?  
The Assembly of Catholic Bishops’ document, This Moment of 
Promise, reminds us that through our Baptism, we are sent: “In 
the end, the promise … for Catholic education in Ontario will be 
realized in the degree to which we recall to each other the 
promise of our Baptism”.  
At CARFLEO it is our goal to continue to be part of this 
conversation, to support Catholic educators, to develop 
education and training opportunities for leaders in Religious 
Education and Family Life Education.  We invite you to learn 
more about CARFLEO as we work together to renew the 
promise.  In the end, it is our hope that together we can be the 
beautiful … feet of those who bring good news (cf. Isaiah 52:7).  
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 2017/2018 CARFLEO Executive Committee: 
Paul Beaudette, Les Miller, Peter Crane, Ann Boniferro, Joanna Newton, Mark 
Siolek, Nancy Davie, Derek McEachen, John Murphy , Paul Mantha, Fr. 
Obinna Ifeanyi, Peter Bagnall, and Bishop Daniel Miehm (ACBO Liaison) 
Joe Bezzina, Chair; Sr. Pat Carter, Treasurer; Jan Bentham, Secretary 



 

 

 

 
 

 
CARFLEO Workshop at When Faith Meets Pedagogy: 
As a partner with the Catholic Curriculum Corporation, CARFLEO is invited to 
present a workshop at WFMP each year.  This year’s WFMP Conference 
featured a workshop on CARFLEO’s digital presence: A Virtual Backpack for 
Religious and Family Life Educators. Web master Les Miller, guided participants 
through a tour of carfleo.com, our Twitter, Facebook and Pinterest sites. At the 
same time, we also were able to get digital feedback using Today’s Meet from 
participants about our digital presence. The main insight was that CARFLEO 
should also be developing our Instagram platform.  	
 
This graphic shows how CARFLEO is present on the Internet. 

 



 
Although CARFLEO doesn’t have a formal app, a hot link to the resources is 
available for smartphones and tablets using the method shown at the 
workshop. 
 
Participants also requested other resources to be developed: 
• Scriptural passages that correlate to the Ontario School Graduate 

Expectations 
• More digital field trips 
• Grade level resources that match the curriculum expectations, 

particularly in Grades 5, 6, 7 and 8 
• Links to resources that match the new Secondary Religious Education 

expectations 
• Best practices for each Grade level in Family Life and Religious 

Education 
• Resources in French 
• Catholic Kids/Youth in Action articles showing how kids are being 

models of our Faith 
• Links to articles about Catholic - Indigenous Peoples relationships. 
• Daily meditations for morning prayer 

 
A good part of the workshop was spent exploring of the carfleo.com website 
using the site map. Features of the site that were emphasized included: 
• Annotated Links 
• Catholic Culture Update 
• Grade 7 & 8 Resources 
• Prayer Resources 
• Visio Divina 
• Virtual Field Trips 

  
This session attracted a great deal of interest, being the second highest 
subscribed workshop for this year’s conference. The interest in the website 
remains high with over 120 000 page views already for 2017. Not only is the 
website being used by its intended Ontario audience, it is also serving over 
175 countries around the world. See the heat map of page hits below. 
People from all the countries coloured in have used the website. 
 



 

  
   
 
 
CARFLEO Directory of Religious Education Coordinators and Consultants:  
CARFLEO continues to provide a service that was once undertaken by its 
predecessor organization, CRECO (Catholic Religious Education Consultants of 
Ontario), in publishing a Directory of Directors of Education, and Religious 
Education Coordinators and Consultants, for CARFLEO member boards 
throughout the province.  Copies of the Directory will be sent to member boards 
upon its completion.  Please keep us informed of any changes by sending an 
email to Sister Pat Carter (SisterPat.Carter@hscdsb.on.ca		) 
 
Catholic Education Week 2018: “Walking Forward Together,” May 6 – May 11: 
Renewing the Promise: “For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all 
who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” Acts 2:39 

Subthemes: 
  

Monday: Remembering the Promise 
Tuesday: The Promise is Within You 
Wednesday: Praying the Promise 
Thursday: Living the Promise 
Friday: Proclaiming the Promise

Cf. http://www.ocsta.on.ca/resources/catholic-education-week-resources/  
 



 
CARFFLO Conference: 
Last year at the CARFLEO Conference 2017, facilited by Sr. Priscillia Solomon csj, 
we explored the theme Creating a Culture of Hope: Journeying towards Truth and 
Reconciliation”. Sr. Priscillia  guided us in understanding of the call to journey 
towards Recognition, Respecting and Honouring Indigenous Peoples. She pointed 
out that these are key to the process of reconciliation. 
 
Join us this year as we continue the conversation:  

“Restoring	Right	Relationships:		
Continuing	the	Pilgrimage	towards		

Truth	and	Reconciliation”	 
Mark your calendar and join us in Mississauga 

March 22nd-23rd, 2018 
CARFLEO CONFERENCE 

Queen of the Apostles Retreat Centre 
 

Last	year’s	CARFLEO	conference,	facilitated	by	Sr.	Priscilla	Solomon,	examined	the	theme	“Creating	a	
Culture	 of	Hope:	 Journeying	 towards	 Truth	 and	 Reconciliation”.	 		At	 the	 end	 of	 the	 conference	 you	
asked	for	more!	
	
This	year	we	will	continue	that	pilgrimage	according	to	the	three	principles	outlined	by	Sister	Priscilla:	
Recognize,	Respect	and	Reconcile.		Our	guide	will	be	Stan	Fontaine.			
	
Stan,	 originally	 from	 Sagkeeng	 First	 Nation,	 matriculated	 at	 College	 Ste.	 Joseph	 in	 Otterburne,	
Manitoba.	He	graduated	 from	the	University	of	Manitoba	with	a	B.A.	 in	Philosophy	and	Psychology	
and	 continued	 his	 studies	 at	 St.	 Paul’s	 University,	 earning	 a	 Bachelor	 of	 Theology	 and	 a	 M.A.	 in	
Missiology.	 He	 has	 obtained	 numerous	 certifications,	 including	 in	 addictions	 counseling,	 adult	
education,	business	management	and	accounting,	to	name	just	a	few.	
	
Stan	 more	 recently	 presented	 at	 the	 Building	 Bridges	 and	 Elders	 Dialogue	 conferences.	 Currently	
situated	at	the	Kateri	Tekakwitha	Aboriginal	Catholic	Church	in	Winnipeg,	Manitoba,	Stan	is	engaged	
in	the	search	to	find	resonances	between	the	Catholic	faith	and	aspects	of	Indigenous	culture.	 

Registration starting in January, 2018 
 

Check out WWW.CARFLEO.COM for conference information and an array of Family 
Life and Religious Education Resources. 



 

 
CARLEO on the Internet 

 
 

   

 

carfleo.com 

website 

• Religious	Education	and	Family	Life	resources		
• Curriculum	documents	and	supports		
• Key	Catholic	documents		
• Information	about	CARFLEO	and	our	conference		
• Sr.	Pat’s	weekly	Catholic	Culture	Update		
• Catholic	education	news		
• Prayer	and	liturgical	resources		
• New	resources	daily	can	be	emailed	to	you		
• Mobile	and	tablet	friendly 

 

CARFLEO 
on 

Facebook 

• www.facebook.com/carfleo   
• Posts new resources from carfleo.com  
• Reposts other Facebook posts of interest 

 

 
 

Twitter 

• tweetCARFLEO  
• All new blog posts & Facebook page posts are 

tweeted.  
• We also retweet items of interest. 

 

 
Tumblr 

• carfleo.tumblr.com  
• carfleo.com posts are reposted on Tumblr  
• The archive feature shows posts at a glance. 

 

 
Pinterest 

• https://www.pinterest.com/carfleo/  
• Visual images to support your Religious Education 

and Family Life classes, check out our Pinterest 
site.  

 

 
YouTube 

• www.youtube.com/user/VIDEOCARFLEO  
• videos produced by CARFLEO  
• playlist of videos for Religious Education and 

Family Life classes. 
 

 


