Fully Alive 1 and 2
Using the programs in a classroom

Why teachers love it
• Used in classrooms for
over 17 years
• Familiarity breeds love of
this program
• It’s the time when we
“come to share our
stories”
• Resources are all there –
you don’t need to have
anything else
• Gives teachers lots of
ways to connect with the
home

• Don’t have to “sell” it to
the class
• It’s all about them, their
lives, their families, their
friends – everything that
makes them special
• Uses current language
(big ideas) and teaching
strategies and
techniques, especially
related to the teaching of
literacy

Differentiation
• Is not an issue during “Fully Alive”
• All children have something to add to
discussions – everyone can be an expert
because we all have families, friends, and
experiences to share
• Follow up activities are varied to meet the
many different needs in the classroom

It is really what we are all about!
• Fully Alive helps me
create a bond with the
students in my class
that makes us truly a
community

Issue of “no time to do everything”
Period

Monday

8:55

Prayers,

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

announcements

9:00 – 9:40
9:40 –10:20

French
Language

Recess

Yard Duty

10:35-11:15
11:15-11:55

Writers
Workshop
Math

11:55-12:55

Lunch

12:55-1:35

Religion

1:35-2:15

Science

2:15

Recess

2:30-3:30

Social
Studies

Language
Music

Language
Phys. Ed.

Phys. Ed.

Religion

Religion

Library

Family Life

Religion/
Family Life

Art

Computer Lab

Art
Drama

THINK LITERACY!
Talking, Thinking, Reading, Writing
• Fully Alive uses oral
language activities,
discussions, stories,
poems, drawing, and
writing activities.

ORAL LANGUAGE
• Oral language is the
foundation on which
reading is built.
• Talk enhances the
development of
literacy.
• It is not a subject, but
a condition of learning
for all subjects.

Effective speakers and listeners
• Send a clear
message
• Know how to begin
and end a
conversation
• Know how to take a
turn and stay on topic

• Know what to listen
for
• Show respect for the
speaker
• Know when and how
to take their turn
From “Language Arts”,
Miriam Trehearne, 2004

Research about Proficient Readers
Research shows that active, thoughtful, proficient readers
construct meaning by using the following strategies:
• Activate prior knowledge – before, during, and after
reading texts
• Create visual and other sensory images from texts
• Draw inferences from texts to form conclusions and
make critical judgments
• Ask questions of themselves
• Determine the most important ideas and themes
• Synthesize what they read
From “Reading with Meaning”, Debbie Miller, 2002

Read Alouds
• A teacher reads aloud to
his or her students.
Students think about, talk
about, and respond to the
text.
• Is recommended to do
several a day in early
primary classrooms
• Builds listening
comprehension
• Vocabulary can
be challenging

• Teacher models fluent,
expressive reading
• Children engage in
inferential thinking –
about the characters,
their lives, questioning,
and developing empathy
• Daily read alouds create
shared meanings among
a group and contribute to
a sense of community

Fully Alive Read Alouds
• Why was Joey mad at
Donny? Loretta? Katy?
• What did Joey wish for when
he was mad?
• What are these brothers and
sisters doing?
• Do you think they are having
fun with each other?
• Do you think they ever have
fights? Why?
Fully Alive 1, Guide p. 94

Shared Reading
• Children read from a
common text, often an
enlarged big book.
• Is a supportive setting as
teacher leads the group,
pointing to the words and
phrases.
• Promotes fluent reading,
development of sight
vocabulary
• Supports a
heterogeneous group of
readers

Shared Reading in Fully Alive
• How did Dominic and
Sara meet?
• Why did Dominic and
Sara enjoy spending
time together?
• Invite children to talk
about their
experiences with
weddings.
Fully Alive 1, p. 109

Independent Reading
• The prayers, songs,
and poems of Fully
Alive provide many
opportunities for
teachers to do shared
activities

Modeled Writing/Shared Writing
• The teacher writes aloud while composing.
• Is generally done with the whole class
• Makes the writing process visible to the students

Independent Writing
• Writing activities vary
greatly, depending on
grade level and
students in your
classroom

Theme Three – Created Sexual:
Male and Female
•
•
•
•

Can be a concern for some teachers
Be prepared for the giggles and looking around
Students are very interested in this theme
When teaching for the first time talk to
colleagues
• Practice – say the words out loud – so that you
hear yourself
• Guide advises: This is such an important part of
the story…I would like you to ask your mom or
day to tell you about it.”

Planning a Theme
• Begin theme by reading
overview
• Look at Family Letter –
decide what I will use
from the letter for my
monthly newsletter
• Move on to Topic -read
the quote, expectations,
and note to teacher
• Resources and
curriculum connections

Dear Parents,
We are ready to begin Theme
Three….
…the message of this story is that
we begin life as a result of the
love our mothers and fathers
shared. No matter what
happens later, nothing can
change that…
…we will meet the Brunelle
family, who are expecting their
third child….
…the information is quite limited:
new terms include amniotic
sac, umbilical cord, and
navel…
Teacher Guide, Fully Alive 1, p. 104

Teaching a Topic
•
•
•
•
•
•

We Experience
We Discover
We Respond
We Explore
Family Connections
Assessment

Assessment Task

Cross Curricular Teaching
• Music - songs in the
program; songs from
popular artists; songs
from Catholic Book of
Worship; classical music;
familiar tunes with new
words (2p.60)
• Phys. Ed. – movement
activities (1p.69)
• Art - many follow up
activities are art-related
• Math – best connections
to data management and
graphing strands

• QDPA – games for in
class activities (2p.99)
• Science – activities
related to caring for the
earth – three R’s
• Social Studies – many
connections – related to
our work, traditions,
heritage
• Drama – role playing (2p.
88)
• Media Literacy

Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations
• We need to celebrate and
promote our reason for
Catholic schools to exist.
• These are our long term
goals for our students.
• These are the
expectations of Fully
Alive.

…discerning believer
…an effective communicator
…a reflective, creative, and
holistic thinker
…a self-directed, responsible,
lifelong learner
…a caring family member
…a responsible citizen

Excitement
about the program
•

Children will relate to the
stories and updated
illustrations
• Teachers will find the format
easy to use for planning
• The assessment component is
very helpful and uses up-todate terminology
• Newsletters, special notes and
cautions be helpful for
teachers who need will more
information or have a special
concern

