
Catholic Culture Update for the week beginning November 12, 2017 

 

A quote to ponder this week 

“Above all one should accept everything, in general and individually, in oneself or in others, agreeable or 

disagreeable, with a prompt and confident spirit, as coming from the hand of his infallible Providence or 

the order he has arranged.”  
Albert the Great, On Cleaving to God 

 

November 12
th

 is the Thirtieth Second Sunday in Ordinary time.  “PRACTICE OF HOPE ~ Jesus tells us we never know when the 

fullness of the Kingdom will arrive.  In the same way, we don’t know when we will die.  Being prepared for death and conserving 

hope is a long Christian tradition.  Consider volunteering for a Catholic-affiliated hospice.  It could help you get ready for your own 

death and help others make the transition.  PeaceHealth, a health system founded in the Pacific Northwest by the Sisters of St. 

Joseph of Peace, began the program “No One Dies Alone.”  Volunteers sit with hospice patients who otherwise have no one.  To 

learn more, go to http://www.peacehealth.org/sacred-heart-riverbend/services/no-one-dies-alone/Pages/noda.aspx.  Find out if 

there is a similar opportunity in your area.  Read an article about St. John Paul’s moving reflection on the end of life:  

http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/john-paul-ii-dying-with-dignity.cfm.   Pray with 1 Thessalonians 

3:14:  “For if we believe that Jesus died and rose, so too will God, through Jesus, bring with him those who have fallen asleep.” AT 

HOME with WORD 2017. LTP, page 139 
 

November 15
th 

is the memorial of St. Albert the Great, Bishop and Doctor of the Church.  “To great disappointment of his father, St. 

Albert the Great (1206-1280), known as “the universal doctor,” entered the Dominican order, where he was recognized for his 

acumen.  Ahead of his time, he believed that learning did not take place in a vacuum; one must be an interdisciplinary learner.  He 

loved the world of academia, anywhere from studying the natural sciences to unearthing the connection between reason and 

experience to learning the geography of the earth.  As a prestigious teacher, he had the privilege of instructing and mentoring St. 

Thomas Aquinas, author of the Summa Theologia.  Toward the end of his life he began to experience memory loss and dementia, 

which led to his gradual demise.  He was declared a Doctor of the Church by Pope Pius XI.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, 

Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 141  St. Albert help us to learn well today and to study the life lessons that come to us 

each day.  Spend some time enjoying the process of learning today. 
 

November 16
th

 is the memorial of St. Margaret of Scotland.  “St. Margaret of Scotland (c. 1045-1093), the wife of King Malcolm III of 

Scotland, managed to raise eight children while promoting Church reform, especially in the area of liturgical practice.  As a woman of 

great faith, she founded and restored monasteries, provided hospitality to pilgrims, spoke out on behalf of the falsely accused, and 

fed the poor from her own dining table.  All of her charitable activity was grounded in a strong prayer life.”  Companion to the Calendar – A 

guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 141-142  St. Margaret, remind us that prayer ought to have a permanent 

place in our days.  Make sure your prayer and actions today match each other. 
 

November 17
th

 is the memorial of St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Religious.  “St. Elizabeth of Hungary (1207-1231), the Queen of Hungary 

and mother of four children, had a special love for the downtrodden.  She built a hospital in the basement of her castle, nursed the 

sick, fed the hungry, and provided life-giving work for the poor.  After the death of her husband, she took the habit of a Franciscan 

tertiary (Third Order Franciscan), devoting herself to a life of simplicity and almsgiving.  Along with her selfless service to those in 

need, she actively pursued God through prayer and spiritual discipline.  St. Elizabeth is the patron saint of Franciscan tertiaries, 

bakers, beggars, brides, the homeless, and charities (among others).”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of 

the Year, Second Edition, page 142  St. Elizabeth inspire in us a love and care for the poor among us.  If you see someone who needs help 

today, don’t pass by without helping, even if that is only to acknowledge their presence with a smile and a hello. 
 

Living the Promise - a quote for the week 
"Let me ask you a question.  What keeps you going? What is your motivation to keep doing what you are doing? 
For Joshua, his motivation was to know that God was going to keep His promises.” https://www.sermoncentral.com 

 

Catholic Character Education and the Virtues + WISDOM 

During the month of November we strive to grow in the virtue of wisdom.   Here is a quote from an ancient wise one: “Knowing 

yourself is the beginning of all wisdom.”  Aristotle 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1839432.Albert_the_Great
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/18151498
http://www.peacehealth.org/sacred-heart-riverbend/services/no-one-dies-alone/Pages/noda.aspx
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/john-paul-ii-dying-with-dignity.cfm


 

 

Living Our Mission Statement 
We strive to provide an enduring education that reflects the essence of our Catholic traditions.  Our traditions are such a treasure 
for those who know them.  Much of this treasure is unknown so it is not used to its full extent.  When we tap its riches the 
education we provide can have great ripples in the lives of our students. 
 
Staff Self-Care Tip of the Week – How to enjoy being alone with your thoughts. 
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/how_to_enjoy_being_alone_with_your_thoughts 
Not many people enjoy quiet time to sit and ponder.  Read this article to make peace with your thoughts. 
 
Catholicity – Strategic Direction of the Multi Year Strategic Plan 
“For month of November can I try to see the spark of the Divine in every one I encounter?”   Kitty Stafford csj 

 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 2012 Calls to Action 
“In order to redress the legacy of residential schools and advance the process of Canadian reconciliation, the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission makes the following calls to action. 

Reconciliation 
Royal Proclamation and Covenant of Reconciliation 
45. We call upon the Government of Canada, on behalf of all Canadians, to jointly develop with Aboriginal peoples a Royal 
Proclamation of Reconciliation to be issued by the Crown. The proclamation would build on the Royal Proclamation of 1763 and the 
Treaty of Niagara of 1764, and reaffirm the nation-to-nation relationship between Aboriginal peoples and the Crown. The 
proclamation would include, but not be limited to, the following commitments:  iii. Renew or establish Treaty relationships based on 
principles of mutual recognition, mutual respect, and shared responsibility for maintaining those relationships into the future. 
In our throwaway culture we struggle with keeping promises or relationships once the parties involved become conflicted.  Treaties 
were established long ago but these promises need to be recognized, respected, and shared with the present generations.  If 
reconciliation is ever to be achieved, we need to understand Treaty relationships. 
 
Twenty-first Century Learning 
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=10B1BFNU&utm_source > Doctor Sings In the Middle of Surgeries to relieve stress.  
Inspirational video.  54 sec.  Dr. Elvis Francois is an orthopedic surgeon at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota. Recently, he was 
in between spine trauma surgery cases and decided to relieve some stress in the most beautiful way.  
 
ClimateKids.ca > take your students on a virtual tour.  Climate Kids is an interactive website for children and teens (8 to 15 years-old) 

recently launched by the Government of Canada. Climate Kids focuses on empowering the next generation of Canadians – children 

and youth – to take action on climate change. Climatjeunes.ca 

  
Meditations@cac.org > Subscribe to Father Richard Rohr’s daily meditation if you want to stretch your religious mind. 
 
http://www.shalomplace.ca/about > located on the top of MSJCentre.  There was a silent retreat hosted by Shalom in Conway 
Michigan this weekend past.  It was great and one of our teachers attended for the first time.  Think about growing spiritually by 
attending a day retreat in Advent.  There are also small group programs available too.   
 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection - Teachers can use these grade level resources 
to review the Sunday readings with their classes on the Friday before the weekend.   
 

www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade  

 

115 Saintly FUN Facts ~ Smiles and Surprises for Kids of All Ages by Bernadette McCarver Snyder 

“Paula –This saint was a happy housewife.  She and her husband were considered an ideal couple.  They had five children and a 

very happy family.  When her husband died, Paula mourned him greatly; but instead of spending the rest of her life weeping, she 
decided to spend it working for the Church.  At first, Paul worked in Rome, where her family lived.  Later she traveled with one of her 
sons to the Holy Land and built a monastery and a convent there.  Since she was from a noble family, Paula had money, and she 
used most of it in helping to build many churches.  She turned from weeping to worthwhile work and lived a successful and saintly 
life!  Did you ever have something happen that made you so sad you thought you would never be happy again?  Everybody gets sad 
sometimes, but nobody has to STAY sad.  There are so many happy things in the world – bubble gum and bubble baths, sparkly soda 

https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/how_to_enjoy_being_alone_with_your_thoughts
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=10B1BFNU&utm_source
http://www.climatekids.ca/
https://climatjeunes.ca/
mailto:Meditations@cac.org
http://www.shalomplace.ca/about
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection
http://www.carfleo.org/


pop, and sparkly friends, ice-cream sundaes and all-day-off Saturdays, a warm bed to sleep in and a good book to read and the for-
sure, no-doubt-about-it knowledge that God loves you.  The next time you feel sad, thing about that and get glad.” page 111-112 

 

WHAT DO You Know?  ABOUT the vestments ~ Peggy O’Neill Fisher 

1.  Vestments are special garments worn during liturgies by 

A.  ordained ministers only     C.  priests, deacons 

B.  priests, deacons, altar servers     D.  anyone serving on the altar 

 

2.  The long white tunic worn by ministers at worship is called a 

A.  tunic    B.  alb    C.  stole   D.  chasuble 

 

3.  The cord used as a belt over the alb is called 

A.  cord    B.  belt    C.  cincture  D.  stole 

 

4.  The long scarf-like cloth worn over the shoulders of ordained ministers is called 

A.  stole    B.  cincture   C.  scarf   D.  banner 

 

5.  The ordained ministers that wear the stole over only one shoulder and to the side are 

A.  bishops   B.  deacons   C.  priests  D.  archbishops 

 

WHAT DO You Know?  ABOUT the vestments ~ Peggy O’Neill Fisher 

1.  The stole is a sign of 

A.  a person’s ordination  B.  a person’s ministry  C.  a person being a cleric D.  all of these 

 

2.  The outer garment worn by priest presiding at Mass is called a 

A.  coat    B.  chasuble   C.  alb   D.  cape 

 

3.  The special hat worn by a bishop on formal occasions is called a  

A.  mitre    B.  kipah    C.  crosier  D.  none of these 

 

4.  The staff with a crook or a cross on top that a bishop carries in his hand is called a 

A.  mitre    B.  kippah    C.  crosier  D.  none of these 

 

5.  The small violet-coloured head covering that bishop’s wear is called a 

A.  skull cap   B.  kippah   C.  zucchetto  D.  all of these 

 

 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Pat Carter 

Bee Nation is a Canadian documentary that follows indigenous children who prepare for their first spelling bee in Saskatchewan.  

Some of the children move onto the National Spelling Bee in Toronto.  It is heartwarming to see how important this event becomes 

for the children and their families.  I needed some Kleenex when they were not all successful at the National level.  The documentary 

was created by a small crew directed by Lana Šlezić.  Such a good movie!   I give this movie  

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

No book this week.  Boo hoo! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Trivia for Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits at the movies.  
“November is the time described as the ‘Moon of the Falling Leaves’ by Black Elk.”  Huh! 
https://popculturemadness.com/Trivia/November/index.php  

https://popculturemadness.com/Trivia/November/index.php

