
Catholic Culture Update for the week beginning November 5,, 2017 

 

Quote to carry in your heart this week 

“In you, Lord, I have found my peace.” Psalm 131 

 

November 5
th

 is the Thirtieth First Sunday in Ordinary time.  “PRACTICE OF CHARITY ~ Everyone must be wary of preferring one’s 

own glory to God’s.  We don’t follow the Gospel to be esteemed.  Pope Francis told his ministers – and all evangelizers – to take on 

the “smell of the sheep” (The Joy of the Gospel, Evangelii Gaudium, 24).  Cultivate doing good and getting no credit; do a small 

kindness for someone anonymously.  For example, send a grocery gift card to someone who needs it, shovel snow from the walk of 

the elderly neighbour down the street, or discreetly donate vacation hours to a coworker.  Not that we shouldn’t engage.  We just 

need to make sure relationships are based on solidarity, not a sense of superiority.  Read about solidarity, one of the themes of 

Catholic social teaching, at http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/solidarity.cfm.  As an act of humility and candor, pray with 

your journal and list some of the ways in which you fail to practice what you preach.”  AT HOME with WORD 2017. LTP, page 137 
 

Novalis is coming to MSJC chapel/Board room.  Novalis is one of Canada’s leading Catholic religious publishing houses.  The 

company’s manager is originally from SSM so she visits her family and provides us with an opportunity to do some Advent and 

Christmas shopping.  There will be many resources that can be used as gifts, for classrooms and personal well-being.  Maria 

Medeiros will be set up in the chapel at the Mount St. Joseph Centre November 3
rd

 from noon – 5:00 p.m. November 4
th

 from 9:30 – 

5:00 p.m. and November 5 from 9:30 – 1:00 p.m.  Please use the Board office entrance to come to the chapel, if you are coming 

from outside the building.   

 

November 5-11
th

 is Treaties Recognition Week.  “The goal of this week is to promote public education and awareness about treaties 

and treaty relationships.  In Ontario, we believe all students, both Indigenous and non-Indigenous, are enriched by learning about 

the histories, cultures, contributions and perspectives of First Nation, Métis and Inuit peoples in Canada.” Bruce Rodrigues, Deputy Minister 

Month of the Holy Souls – “It is a holy and wholesome thought to pray for the dead that they may be loosed from their sins,” 

observes the writer of Maccabees in the Old Testament (2 Maccabees 12:45-46; quoted in Catechism of the Catholic Church, 958).  

Intercession on behalf of those who have died is a cherished tenet of our Catholic faith, springing from our belief in the resurrection 

of the body and the communion of saints.  “Though separated from the living, the dead are still at one with the community of 

believers on earth and benefit from their prayer and intercession” (Order of Christian Funerals, 6).  Trusting in God’s mercy, we 

continue to pray for them, knowing that this spiritual bond with our brothers and sisters who have died can never be broken.  In the 

month of November, when we celebrate All Souls, we pray in a special way for those who have died – those who are known to us, 

and those who are unknown.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 136 

 

November 8
th

 - TAIZE prayer at St. Jerome’s Church from 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  Everyone is welcome (All denominations) to come to 

receive peace and solitude.   

 

November 10
th

 is the memorial of St. Leo the Great, Pope and Doctor of the Church.  “As pope and Doctor of the Church, St. Leo the 

Great (+ 461) strongly supported the teachings of the Council of Chalcedon, especially on the humanity and divinity of Christ.  He 

advocated papal authority by moving from the traditional approach that the pope is a successor to St. Peter’s chair to the pope as St. 

Peter’s heir.  Under his leadership, uniformity of pastoral practice was encouraged, liturgical and clerical abuses were corrected, and 

priests were sent on a mission to extinguish Priscillianism, a heresy that claimed the human body was evil.  St. Leo is recognized as a 

“protector of the people” because he persuaded Atilla the Hun to not invade the city of Rome and later prevented the Vandals (East 

Germans invaders) from torching the city of Rome and massacring its people.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and 

Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, pages 139-140   Help us, St. Leo, to treat our bodies well with enough sleep, exercise and food.  Exercise 

today in St. Leo’s honour. 
 

November 11
th

 is the memorial of St. Martin of Tours, Bishop.  “St. Martin of Tours (c. 316-397) was forced by his father, a pagan 

officer in the Roman army, to join the military.  While serving in the military he encountered a beggar freezing in the cold.  Martin 

cut his own cloak in half and shared it with the beggar.  Following this encounter he had a vision of Christ wrapped in the cloak.  As a 

result of this experience, St. Martin chose to be baptized and declared himself a soldier of peace for Christ, refusing to participate in 

any act of violence.  He took up the life of a monk, but made numerous trips to visit his people and found new monasteries.  The 

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/solidarity.cfm


people of Gaul became Christian due to his example.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second 

Edition, page 140   By your example St. Martin, may we be inspired to ensure everyone around us is dry and warm in this autumn 

weather.  Let us hope that tomorrow’s Coats and Boots for kids campaign provides what every family in attendance needs. 
 

November 11
th

 is also Remembrance Day.  “In the early years of the twentieth century, a war called the Great War involved most of 

the countries of the earth.  Millions died as a result of new and terrible weapons.  Everyone hoped that it was the “war to end all 

wars.”  A very special time was chosen as the hour when the guns would be stilled and peace declared: the eleventh hour of the 

eleventh day of the eleventh month.  Bu this choice, the signers of the peace treaty suggested that humankind had waited until it 

was nearly too late.  The war would come to be known as the First World War.  The day chosen for the beginning of peace was 

special for another reason.  It was the memorial of St. Martin of Tours.  Martin had been a soldier in the army until he laid down his 

weapons.  His feast day, Martinmas, was a celebration of peace.  That day had also been a thanksgiving festival in Europe since the 

Middle Ages.  Now there was even more reason to be thankful.  In Canada, Armistice Day became known as Remembrance Day after 

the Second World War.  It became a time to honour those who died in both conflicts.  In the United States, this day is now called 

Veterans Day.  All Americans who have fought in wars during this century – those who survived as well as those who died – are 

honoured.” Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 140  Loving God bless all those 

people who have died in war offering the ultimate gift of themselves.  Live with gratitude today! 
 

Praying the Promise - a quote for the week 
"The reality is my prayers don't change God.  But, I am convinced prayer changes me.  Praying boldly boots me out of that stale 

place of religious habit into authentic connection with God Himself." - Lysa TerKeurst 

 

Catholic Character Education and the Virtues + WISDOM 

During the month of November we strive to grow in the virtue of wisdom.   Wisdom is also referred to as prudence.  The Serenity 

Prayer is about wisdom:  God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot, the courage to change the things I can and the 

wisdom to know the difference. Amen+ 

 

Living Our Mission Statement 
We strive to reverence the dignity of each person as a Child of God.  When we look at a new baby, we have no difficulty seeing 
the baby as a Child of God.  But as children do, they grow.  All of us are Children of God worthy of dignity, respect and kindness, 
even when we are not behaving ourselves.  Reverence can grow with practice, that is why we strive to grow in this value of Jesus. 
 
Staff Self-Care Tip of the Week – There is a great deal of talk in the media about Sexual Harassment and Sexual Abuse 
Read this article in order to quash the myths about it. 
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/what_the_science_of_power_can_tell_us_about_sexual_harassment  
 
Governance – Strategic Direction of the Multi Year Strategic Plan 
Did you know we currently have two student trustees?  One student trustee is in her second term.  The student trustees three years 
ago recommended that our students serve two terms (one in Grade 11 and a second in Grade 12) so that there would be continuity 
for the trustees and their goals as members of the School Board.  Our Grade 12 trustee is Kieran Desjardins and our Grade 11 trustee 
is Mia Burzese.  Both are very eloquent and able to share with the Trustees the cares and concerns of our students.   
 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 2012 Calls to Action 
“In order to redress the legacy of residential schools and advance the process of Canadian reconciliation, the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission makes the following calls to action. 

Reconciliation 
Royal Proclamation and Covenant of Reconciliation 
45. We call upon the Government of Canada, on behalf of all Canadians, to jointly develop with Aboriginal peoples a Royal 
Proclamation of Reconciliation to be issued by the Crown. The proclamation would build on the Royal Proclamation of 1763 and the 
Treaty of Niagara of 1764, and reaffirm the nation-to-nation relationship between Aboriginal peoples and the Crown. The 
proclamation would include, but not be limited to, the following commitments:  ii. Adopt and implement the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as the framework for reconciliation. 
What would you include in a Royal Proclamation of Reconciliation?  Do you know what is in the UNDRIP framework? 
 
 
 

https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/what_the_science_of_power_can_tell_us_about_sexual_harassment


Twenty-first Century Learning 
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=10B9JMNU&utm_source > Eagles WR gets Baptized in Hotel Pool Before Game Against the 
Panthers.  1.35 min  An amazing witness how several of the players of the Eagles’ team have been baptized. 
 
https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2017/10/helping-parents-connect-faith-and-daily-living/ > Principals may want to put this 
link in their monthly calendar. 
 
http://www.shalomplace.ca/about > located on the top of MSJCentre.  There was a silent retreat hosted by Shalom in Conway 
Michigan this weekend past.  It was great and one of our teachers attended for the first time.  Think about growing spiritually by 
attending a day retreat in Advent.  There are also small group programs available too.   
 
https://www.giveusthisday.org/LP/Featured_Prayer > A source for prayer 
 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection - Teachers can use these grade level resources 
to review the Sunday readings with their classes on the Friday before the weekend.   

www.sacredspace.ie > a wonderful website that offers prayer and online retreat 

http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation > This is a site for Christian Meditation for teachers and students 

alike. 

 

www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade  

 

115 Saintly FUN Facts ~ Smiles and Surprises for Kids of All Ages by Bernadette McCarver Snyder 

“Patrick –This saint had a dream – and it changed his life!  When Patrick was only sixteen years old, he was captured in a raid and 

taken by ship to Ireland, where he was sold as a slave!  He was put to work as a shepherd, and for seven lonely years on a desolate 
mountaintop, he cared for sheep and prayed and longed for home.  Then one night he had a dream in which he was given 
“directions” about how to escape!  It must have been a doozie of a dream because the next day, Patrick decided to set out on the 
long journey to freedom.  He walked TWO HUNDRED miles before he came to the seashore and found a ship which would take him 
home.  BUT once he got home, Patrick kept thinking about Ireland!  He had liked the Irish people and felt sorry for them because 
they knew nothing about Jesus or his Church.  Finally, Patrick returned to Ireland, taking twenty priests and deacons with him.  
Before long, so many people had been instructed and joined the Church that Ireland became known as a Catholic country.  Do you 
ever have funny dreams when you go to sleep at night?  Well, what about the daytime – do you ever have “daydreams,” wishes, 
hopes, goals, for the future?  Most people don’t get “instructions” in a dream; they have to make their own plans and schemes for 
the future.  So, do some daydreaming today about your OWN goals and hopes.  You know what they say – if you DON’T have a 
dream, they you’ll never have a dream come true!” page 110-111 

 

WHAT DO You Know?  ABOUT the lectionary ~ Peggy O’Neill Fisher 

1.  Which gospel is proclaimed on Sundays in Cycle B? 

A.  Matthew   B.  Mark    C.  Luke   D.  John 

 

2.  Which gospel is proclaimed on Sundays in Cycle C? 

A.  Matthew   B.  Mark    C.  Luke   D.  John 

 

3.  During which liturgical season each year is the gospel of John proclaimed? 

A.  Advent   B.  Ordinary time   C.  Lent   D.  Easter 

 

4.  When does the liturgical or Church year begin? 

A.  January 1
st

       C.  33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time 

B.  First Sunday of Advent      D.  On Christmas Day 

 

5.  There a Lectionary for Weekday masses and a Lectionary for Sunday masses.   T or F   

 

 

https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=10B9JMNU&utm_source
https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2017/10/helping-parents-connect-faith-and-daily-living/
http://www.shalomplace.ca/about
https://www.giveusthisday.org/LP/Featured_Prayer
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection
http://www.sacredspace.ie/
http://wccm.org/
http://www.carfleo.org/


WHAT DO You Know?  ABOUT the vestments ~ Peggy O’Neill Fisher 

1.  Vestments are special garments worn during liturgies by 

A.  ordained ministers only     C.  priests, deacons 

B.  priests, deacons, altar servers     D.  anyone serving on the altar 

 

2.  The long white tunic worn by ministers at worship is called a 

A.  tunic    B.  alb    C.  stole   D.  chasuble 

 

3.  The cord used as a belt over the alb is called 

A.  cord    B.  belt    C.  cincture  D.  stole 

 

4.  The long scarf-like cloth worn over the shoulders of ordained ministers is called 

A.  stole    B.  cincture   C.  scarf   D.  banner 

 

5.  The ordained ministers that wear the stole over only one shoulder and to the side are 

A.  bishops   B.  deacons   C.  priests  D.  archbishops 

 

 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Pat Carter 

 A Man for All Seasons – This is one of my favourite movies and it is an older film.  It stars Paul Scofield, Orson Wells, Wendy Hiller, 

John Hurt, Roberts Shaw and Vanessa Redgraves.  It is a movie about conscience and fidelity.  It showcases the story of Thomas 

More who will not help King Henry VIII divorce his wife, Catherine of Aragon.  Henry forms his own church and become leader of the 

Church of England.  There are so many beautiful lines in this movie, one particular about the profession of teaching.  I give this movie 

 

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

Sabbath Presence – Appreciating the Gifts of Each Day by Kathleen Casey.  This book fosters an attitude of gratitude in the reader.  

There is so much for which to be grateful that can be taken for granted if we are not living in the present moment.  This is a 

particular gift that my First Nations brothers and sisters offer to me.  They live in the “now” moment so they are more aware of the 

gifts of each day.  As I was reading this book, I realize that slowing down is so necessary for living with a grateful heart.  This book 

gives plenty of examples about how to do this.  I give this ☺☺☺☺book /5☺ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trivia for Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits at the movies.  
“Let’s have some Science!  FM stands for frequency modulation.”  Huh!  http://www.randomtriviagenerator.com/#/  

http://www.randomtriviagenerator.com/#/

