
Catholic Culture Update for the week beginning November 26, 2017 

 

A quote to ponder this week 

“The Lord is my shepherd.” Psalm 23 

 

November 26
th

 is the Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe > Scripture Insights ~  Today, on the last Sunday of the 

liturgical year, we celebrate Christ the King of the Universe.  The readings are replete with images of God and Christ as shepherd and 

king of all creation.  The reading from the prophet Ezekiel begins at verse 11, after a fiery condemnation of the religious leaders 

earlier in the chapter.  God announces that he himself will shepherd the people of Israel.  He will rescue the lost and heal the 

broken, but he will destroy those he judges to be bad, because he is the defender of justice and protector of the disadvantaged.  In 

the Second Reading, Paul is teaching about resurrection of the body.  He likens the resurrected Christ to the firstfruits, which the 

Temple priests offered as a dedication of the entire harvest to God.  Thus, as Christ was raised from the dead, we too will be raised.  

When the end comes, Paul says, and Christ has destroyed all of the forces of evil – even death itself – he will hand over the Kingdom 

of God, who is Lord of all.  In the Gospel, Matthew portrays the returning Christ as a shepherd-king who will separate the good 

sheep from the bad ones.  The imagery is most likely borrowed from Ezekiel 34, but clearly this is a scene of end-time judgment.  

And what is the measure by which we will be judged?  What we did or did not do for the least of God’s little ones, Jesus says, we did 

or did not do for him.  Truly, love of God is love of neighbour.  ~ Journal question ~How do you reconcile the gentle, protective 

shepherd of Psalm 23 with the judging Lord God (of Ezekiel) and Son of Man (of Matthew)?” AT HOME with WORD 2017. LTP, page 143 

 

November 30
th

 is the feast of St. Andrew, Apostle.  “St. Andrew (first century) was the first of the Twelve to meet Jesus.  He was one 

of the two disciples of John the Baptist who saw John point out Jesus and say, “Here is the Lamb of God” (John 1:36).  Andrew told 

his brother, Peter, “We have found the Messiah” (John 1:41) and brought him to Jesus.  St. Andrew is venerated as the protoclete, or 

first-called, by the Eastern Churches.  Tradition says that he may have preached in parts of Asia Minor and Greece before being 

crucified on an x-shaped cross.  The Scots claim Andrew as their patron saint, and his cross is on their flag.”  Companion to the Calendar – 

A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 145  St. Andrew remind us that Advent is a time of waiting for the 

Messiah to come again.  Every time you draw or make an x today, think about St. Andrew. 
 

The Promise Is In YOU - a quote for the week 
“One time, I met a 106-year-old man in our lobby after a church service. He was so happy, so full of joy. He looked like he was 70 

years old. He was an African-American man, and he didn’t have a single wrinkle. I commented on how great he looked, how young 

and how vibrant he was. I really couldn’t believe he was 106. As long as I live, I will never forget what he said back to me. He looked 

me in the eye and put his hand on his face and said, “Joel, black don’t crack.” He was so funny that I asked him how long he planned 

on living. He told me that he has seven children, and one of his sons had gotten off course and was not serving God. He said, “Joel, I 

can’t die yet because God promised ‘as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.’” I love that attitude! This man can’t die until 

he sees God bring every promise to pass!”  https://www.joelosteen.com/Pages/Blog.aspx?blogid=8872  

   

Catholic Character Education and the Virtues + WISDOM 

During the month of November we strive to grow in the virtue of wisdom.   Here is an Indigenous quote to inspire wisdom:  

“Consider the advice of your elders:  Not because they are always right but because of the wisdom they have gleaned from being 

wrong.” https://www.google.ca/search?q=quotes+about+wisdom+from+Indigenous+elders&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjZ-

Omt6rvXAhXLy4MKHdaYBMUQsAQIKA&biw=1920&bih=949#imgrc=ZYnf6wJw2UJgUM 

 

Living Our Mission Statement 
We strive to celebrate God’s love in prayer, at Eucharist and in all sacramental moments of life.  We have these sacramental 
moments often but don’t know that is what they are.  When you see a baby sleeping in her crib and she looks so peaceful or your 
students look angelic as you watch them meditating.  Sacramental moments are happening all around us all day when we have the 
eyes to see them.  And God is right there at that moment! 
 
Staff Self-Care Tip of the Week – Get a Flu Shot.  The flu can wreck your body in such a short time.  Modern science has created this 
way of mitigating the effects of this virus or at least make the effects less serious.  At this time of the year we are usually taking on 
extra stress that does not take negative effect until we begin to relax.  So this holiday season, don’t spend the precious days off in 
bed sick.   
 

https://www.joelosteen.com/Pages/Blog.aspx?blogid=8872


Relationships – Strategic Direction of the Multi Year Strategic Plan  
Using polite and respectful language can go a long way to making relationships strong and healthy.  This habit of being kind and 
thoughtful is being lost in the public forum.  Let our work places be an example of these niceties.  It doesn’t cost more and it pays big 
dividends. 
 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 2012 Calls to Action 
“In order to redress the legacy of residential schools and advance the process of Canadian reconciliation, the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission makes the following calls to action. 

Reconciliation 
Royal Proclamation and Covenant of Reconciliation 
46. We call upon the parties to the Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement to develop and sign a Covenant of 
Reconciliation that would identify principles for working collaboratively to advance reconciliation in Canadian society, and that 
would include, but not be limited to: i. Reaffirmation of the parties’ commitment to reconciliation. 
If you were to draft a Covenant of Reconciliation, what would it say?  If I did this activity with my class, I would have to help them to 
understand the key words Covenant and Reconciliation.  I bet Junior and Intermediate students could give the government of 
Canada some assistance with this document. 
 
Twenty-first Century Learning 

https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=10JJFFNU&utm_source > Baby sees Christmas decorations for the first time.  His expressions 

of awe are so innocent and beautiful.   

 

https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=YWLPPWNX > Work of Art – Music Video by Britt Nicole which can empower us to love 

ourselves as a work of art – 4.08 

 

www.CARFLEO.com > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade  

 

www.wccm.org > upload the meditation chimes and timer onto your personal device so you can meditate anywhere anytime 

 

http://www.wccm-canada.ca/ > This is the Canadian site for the World Community of Christian Meditation > Ten Helpful Hints for 

the Teacher > http://media.wix.com/ugd/1e8072_89404bfd48bd4bd6a98dd6b862be2c0d.pdf  

 

115 Saintly FUN Facts ~ Smiles and Surprises for Kids of All Ages by Bernadette McCarver Snyder 

“Peter Claver –Here’s a saint who was known as the “slave of the slaves”!  He was born in Spain and graduated with honours 

from the University of Barcelona before he became a Jesuit priest and went to work in Cartagena (now known as Columbia), which 
was then a central port, or “clearinghouse,” for the slave trade.  Conditions there were terrible, but Peter stayed where the slaves 
stayed, took them food and medicine, and tried to get the authorities to treat them more kindly.  Once he became known as their 
friend, he took along a band of interpreters who could speak African dialects and tried to tell the slaves about Christianity.  Even 
though their situation was desperate, he tried to give them some degree of self-respect by telling them how Jesus had died for them 
and how God loved them as his children.  It is said that in his forty years of work with the slaves, Peter baptized THREE HUNDRED 
THOUSAND!  He has become an inspiration to African-American Catholics all through the Americas.  Who do you know who is an 
INSPIRATION – a teacher, a relative, a friend?  Who has been the greatest inspiration in YOUR life?  Maybe it’s someone you see 
every day, or maybe it’s someone you’ve never even spoken to, someone you’ve only read about.  Whoever it is, why don’t you TELL 
that person!  If you would be embarrassed to say thank you in person, you could write an ANONYMOUS letter to your own special 
“inspiring” person.  If will be your SECRET – but thank you like that could be an “inspiration” to the one who’s been an inspiration to 
YOU!”  page 113-114 
 

WHAT DO You Know?  ABOUT ALTAR SETTING ~ Peggy O’Neill Fisher 

1.  The fabric covering placed on the table on which the Eucharistic sacrifice is offered is called 

A.  altar    B.  altar cloth   C.  purificator  D.  corporal 

 

2.  The large book used by the presider, containing the prayers used at Mass, is called 

A.  sacramentary   B.  Roman Missal   C.  A and B  D.  none of these 

 

3.  The square linen cloth, like a place mat, that is placed on the centre of the altar, is called 

https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=10JJFFNU&utm_source
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=YWLPPWNX
http://www.carfleo.com/
http://www.wccm.org/
http://www.wccm-canada.ca/
http://media.wix.com/ugd/1e8072_89404bfd48bd4bd6a98dd6b862be2c0d.pdf


A.  altar cloth   B.  purificator   C.  corporal  D.  monstrance  

 

4.  The plate on which we place the altar bread is called 

A.  paten   B.  cruets   C.  chalice  D.  monstrance 

 

5.  The stemmed cup, used to hold the wine that becomes Jesus’ blood, is called 

A.  pyx    B.  ciborium    C.  chalice  D.  cruets 

 

WHAT DO You Know?  ABOUT ALTAR SETTING ~ Peggy O’Neill Fisher 

1.  The pieces of folded linen used by the Eucharistic ministers to wipe the rim of the cup after each person drinks are called 

A.  corporals   B.  purificators   C.  finger towels  D.  none of these 

 

2.  The small pitchers that hold the wine and water at Mass are called 

A.  corporals   B.  purificators   C.  patens  D.  cruets 

 

3.  The altar breads consecrated at Mass are called 

A.  altar bread   B.  hosts    C.  Jesus’ body  D.  B and C 

 

4.  These are placed on the altar and lit as a sign of reverence and festivity; these are called 

A.  candles   B.  Paschal candle  C.  Easter candle  D.  none of these 

 

5.  The small metal box with a hinged cover used to carry communion to someone who is sick is called 

A.  pyx    B.  tabernacle   C.  monstrance  D.  all of these 

 

 

 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Pat Carter 

 Marshall ~ is a portrayal of the iconic civil rights lawyer Thurgood Marshall and his work for the NAACP.  Thurgood is played by 

Chadwick Boseman who is easy on the eyes.  This 2017 movie also stars Kate Hudson, Josh Gad, Sterling K. Brown and James 

Cromwell.  Thurgood Marshall became the first African American Supreme Court Justice.  I give this movie  

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

Murder in the Latin Quarter by Susan Kiernan Lewis.  This is the seventh book in the Maggie Newberry Mystery series.  Maggie is in 

Paris visiting her friend Grace and a murder is committed outside her husband’s estranged great aunt.  Maggie tries to assist 

Matante Delphine.  Themes in the story line: catacombs under Paris; Resistance during the war; espionage during the war; stolen art 

and a couple more murders.  It seems where Maggie goes murder follows.  It is a fast and easy read.   I give this novel ☺☺☺.5/5☺ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trivia for Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits at the movies.  
“November is Homeless Youth Awareness Month.”  Huh! I love it! https://popculturemadness.com/Trivia/November/index.php  

https://popculturemadness.com/Trivia/November/index.php

