
Catholic Culture Update for the week beginning November 19, 2017 

 

A quote to ponder this week 

“You are all children of the light.” 1 Thessalonians 5 

 

November 19
th

 is the Thirtieth Third Sunday in Ordinary time.  “PRACTICE OF HOPE ~ Disciples don’t simply enjoy the treasure of 

faith for themselves.  They bring increase by spreading the Gospel, by being faithful.  Disciples can only communicate the Gospel out 

of their own personal conversion, which is not a one-time event but is ongoing.  What will help you be open to ever-deeper 

conversion?  For some it may be attending daily Mass and reading a passage of Scripture daily.  For others, it may be different.  Pray, 

asking for guidance on what you need in your spiritual journey so that you can authentically invite others to Jesus and the Gospel.  

Read the preface of “Disciples Called to Witness:  The New Evangelization,” a statement by the Committee on Evangelization and 

Catechesis of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops:   

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/new-evangelization/disciples-called-to-witness   Invite one inactive 

Catholic to a church event – perhaps Mass, perhaps a Bible study, perhaps a dinner.  Avoid digging into the reasons people stopped 

practicing; let them bring it up if they want to.” AT HOME with WORD 2017. LTP, page 141 
 

November 19
th

 is the first World Day of Poor as called for by Pope Francis.  The theme of this day is “Let us love, not with words but 

with deeds.”  Read more at the Vatican website https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/poveri/documents/papa-

francesco_20170613_messaggio-i-giornatamondiale-poveri-2017.html.    
 

November 21 is the memorial of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  “The Gospel accounts tell of the Presentation of the 

Lord Jesus in the Temple but do not speak of the Presentation of Mary.  Nevertheless, Christians in the East and the West have 

observed a day in honour of Mary’s Presentation for centuries.  Many artists have depicted the scene: a tiny girl (Mary is said to have 

been three or four years old when she was presented in the Temple), climbing the steps to go into the Temple to offer herself to 

God.  This memorial speaks of Mary’s total openness to God.  God kept her free from sin from the moment of her conception, so 

that she, whose presentation in the Temple we commemorate today, would become a Temple of the Holy Spirit.” Companion to the 

Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 143  Mary, mother of God, pray for us.  Pray the Hail Mary 

today in thanksgiving for Mary’s yes to God. 
 

November 22
nd

 is the memorial of St. Cecilia, Virgin and Martyr.  “According to legend, St. Cecilia (c. third century) was beheaded 

because she would not forsake her vow of virginity and would not make sacrifices to the gods.  She is the patron saint of musicians, 

singers, and poets.  Her association with music is most likely related to a line from her passio (an account of her holy “passion,” her 

martyrdom), where she is said to have sung “in her heart to Christ” as the musicians played at her wedding.  Upon its foundation in 

1584, the Academy of Music in Rome declared her the patron saint of musicians.  St. Cecilia’s popularity grew so much that several 

hymns were written in her honour, and her life is referenced in Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales.” Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the 

Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 144  St. Cecilia, inspire us to sing praise to God.  Sing your favourite song today. 
 

Proclaiming the Promise - a quote for the week 
"For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, And do not return there without watering the earth And making it bear and 
sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not 
return to Me empty, Without accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.”  Isaiah 55:10-11 

 

Catholic Character Education and the Virtues + WISDOM 

During the month of November we strive to grow in the virtue of wisdom.   Here is a quote to inspire wisdom:  “For beautiful eyes, 

look for the good in others; for beautiful lips, speak only words of kindness; and for poise, walk with the knowledge that you are 

never alone.”  Audrey Hepburn 

 

Living Our Mission Statement 
We strive to proclaim Christ’s message throughout the curriculum.  What is Christ’s message?  Love the stranger, love the widow, 
love the orphan.  If anyone is without a friend, love that person. 
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Staff Self-Care Tip of the Week – Drive carefully according to the conditions…it has saved me from the hassle of car accidents and 
fender benders.  Give yourself plenty of time to remove the snow from your vehicle.  Wear proper foot attire to prevent slips and 
falls.   
 
Student Achievement – Strategic Direction of the Multi Year Strategic Plan 
“What do all students need?  A warm welcome.  A smile. A chance to learn.  A safe place to take risks.  A connection to a caring 
adult,  every day.  Someone who notices when something is wrong.  Someone who reaches out when they notice.  Someone who 
listens, and tries to find help for them.  Someone who believes in them, and instills hope.”  CASSA Discussion Paper 2017, page 10 insert 

 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 2012 Calls to Action 
“In order to redress the legacy of residential schools and advance the process of Canadian reconciliation, the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission makes the following calls to action. 

Reconciliation 
Royal Proclamation and Covenant of Reconciliation 
45. We call upon the Government of Canada, on behalf of all Canadians, to jointly develop with Aboriginal peoples a Royal 
Proclamation of Reconciliation to be issued by the Crown. The proclamation would build on the Royal Proclamation of 1763 and the 
Treaty of Niagara of 1764, and reaffirm the nation-to-nation relationship between Aboriginal peoples and the Crown. The 
proclamation would include, but not be limited to, the following commitments:  iv. Reconcile Aboriginal and Crown constitutional 
and legal orders to ensure that Aboriginal peoples are full partners in Confederation, including the recognition and integration of 
Indigenous laws and legal traditions in negotiation and implementation processes involving Treaties, land claims, and other 
constructive agreements. 
Read the article in the new Catholic Teachers magazine entitled The Truth about Truth and Reconciliation.  Has Justin Trudeau kept 
any of his campaign promises to Indigenous peoples?  The article makes some very good points.  
 
Twenty-first Century Learning 
www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade  

 

www.wccm.org > upload the meditation chimes and timer onto your personal device so you can meditate anywhere anytime 

 

http://www.wccm-canada.ca/ > This is the Canadian site for the World Community of Christian Meditation >  Ten Helpful Hints for 

the Teacher > http://media.wix.com/ugd/1e8072_89404bfd48bd4bd6a98dd6b862be2c0d.pdf  

 

https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=10B2CMNU&utm_source > Children’s Choir Sing Hymn Around a Pool > Inspirational video 

The pool acoustics are so active and the sound is beautiful.  They sing the song “I Believe”  2.12 min 

 

https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=YWLPPPNX > “Witness” by Jordan Feliz > Christian music video 3.35 min 

 

https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=10B2FJNU&utm_source > Three Boys Help Dad Propose > 2.44 min (have Kleenex ready) 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/ an online bible source with many many translations, compare the King James translation to the 

NRSV (the one read at Masses on Sunday) 

 

http://www.faithgateway.com/, not a Catholic site but a Christian resource site  

 

115 Saintly FUN Facts ~ Smiles and Surprises for Kids of All Ages by Bernadette McCarver Snyder 

“Peregrine Laziosi –Here’s a saint who kept on the move!  Legend says that he never sat down for thirty years!  Can you 

imagine that?  When Peregrine was a young man, he had an argument with a priest who was a representative of the pope, and 
Peregrine punched him in the face.  The priest turned the other cheek – just as Jesus had done in the Bible.  This so surprised 
Peregrine that he decided he better change his hot-tempered ways.  Later Peregrine, too, became a priest and decided that he 
should always be working toward perfection and never SIT DOWN!  He became known for his holiness and the way he preached and 
helped those in trouble.  Peregrine lived to be eighty years old, so evidently keeping on the move was good for him!  SIT DOWN 
today!  Close your eyes and pretend you have a magic carpet that can take you anywhere you want to go.  (You DO have a magic 
carpet, you know – it’s called your imagination!)  Now where will you go – to Rome, to the Holy Land, to Mars?  Wherever you go, 
when you get there, it will be a place that was made by God!  And you won’t have to travel alone because God will go with you.  Isn’t 
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that a happy thought?  No matter how far you go or how you travel, God will always keep you company – so you will never have to 
be alone or lonely!”  page 112-113 

 

WHAT DO You Know?  ABOUT the vestments ~ Peggy O’Neill Fisher 

1.  The stole is a sign of 

A.  a person’s ordination  B.  a person’s ministry  C.  a person being a cleric D.  all of these 

 

2.  The outer garment worn by priest presiding at Mass is called a 

A.  coat    B.  chasuble   C.  alb   D.  cape 

 

3.  The special hat worn by a bishop on formal occasions is called a  

A.  mitre    B.  kipah    C.  crosier  D.  none of these 

 

4.  The staff with a crook or a cross on top that a bishop carries in his hand is called a 

A.  mitre    B.  kippah   C.  crosier  D.  none of these 

 

5.  The small violet-coloured head covering that bishop’s wear is called a 

A.  skull cap   B.  kippah   C.  zucchetto  D.  all of these 

 

WHAT DO You Know?  ABOUT ALTAR SETTING ~ Peggy O’Neill Fisher 

1.  The fabric covering placed on the table on which the Eucharistic sacrifice is offered is called 

A.  altar    B.  altar cloth   C.  purificator  D.  corporal 

 

2.  The large book used by the presider, containing the prayers used at Mass, is called 

A.  sacramentary   B.  Roman Missal   C.  A and B  D.  none of these 

 

3.  The square linen cloth, like a place mat, that is placed on the centre of the altar, is called 

A.  altar cloth   B.  purificator   C.  corporal  D.  monstrance  

 

4.  The plate on which we place the altar bread is called 

A.  paten   B.  cruets   C.  chalice  D.  monstrance 

 

5.  The stemmed cup, used to hold the wine that becomes Jesus’ blood, is called 

A.  pyx    B.  ciborium    C.  chalice  D.  cruets 

 

 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Pat Carter 

No movie review this week. 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

No book review this week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trivia for Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits at the movies.  
“People born around mid November were conceived around Valentine’s Day.”  Huh! I love it! 
https://popculturemadness.com/Trivia/November/index.php  

https://popculturemadness.com/Trivia/November/index.php

