
Catholic Culture Update for the week beginning October 22nd, 2017 

 

Quote to carry in your heart this week 

“I am so glad I live in a world where there are Octobers.”  L.M. Montgomery 

 

October 22nd is the Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary time.  “PRACTICE OF HOPE ~ As the story of Cyrus shows, we may be 

surprised who plays a role in God’s plan.  The Second Vatican Council called that attention to events in the world “reading the signs 

of the times.”  The Church, it says, “must be aware of and understand the aspirations, the yearnings, and the often dramatic features 

of the world in which we live” so that it can interpret events “in the light of the Gospel” for the people of today (paragraph 4).  

Explore the brief preface of the Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World (Gaudium et Spes), 

http://www.vatican.ca/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_councils/documents/vat-ii_cons_19651207_gaudium-et-spes_en.html, 

which says that the joys and hopes, griefs, and anxieties of the age are the joys, hopes, griefs, and anxieties of the Church.  Read 

your secular newspaper and your Catholic newspaper daily.  With an open heart, look for clues about how God is acting in the world.  

You can find Catholic News Service stories at www.catholicnews.com.  Sometimes each day, ask God to help you cultivate an 

awareness of the Spirit’s work in worldly events and of how to cooperate with it.”  AT HOME with WORD 2017. LTP, page 133 

 

October 22
nd

 is also .  “At the initiative of Pope Pius XI in 1926, the second last Sunday during October became World Mission Sunday

known as World Mission Sunday.  Catholics throughout the world are invited to pray for and give to the missions.  The collection this 

Sunday is organized by the Pontifical Missions Society.  The funds collected assist some 1,250 mission dioceses under the 

responsibility of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples.  As agreed by the Holy See and the Bishops of Canada, a portion 

of the Canadian contributions to this collection will continue to be used until 2020 to assist six dioceses in Northern Canada which 

for many years had also been under the jurisdiction of the Congregation.  Pastors and pastoral workers are invited to encourage 

among all the people of God a missionary spirit, to promote missionary vocations, and to collaborate spiritually and materially in the 

Church’s mission work, including support for all the dioceses in our country’s northern regions.  On the day of the collection, an 

appropriate intercession may be added in the Prayer of the Faithful.  The Mass for the Evangelization for Peoples may be celebrated 

on this Sunday.  “How I long to find the right words to stir up enthusiasm for a new chapter of evangelization full of fervour, joy, 

generosity, courage, boundless love and attraction!  ….I once more invoke the Holy Spirit.  I implore him to come and renew the 

Church, to stir and impel her to go forth boldly to evangelize all peoples.”  Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 261”  Ordo, Liturgical 

Calendar 2016-2017, p. 376. 

 

October 26
th

 is Early Childhood Educator Appreciation Day.  Share a treat with your school ECE. 
 

October 28th is the feast of Ss. Simon and Jude, Apostles and martyrs.  “Today we honour two Apostles (first century) about whom 
we know very little.  Tradition maintains that Saint Simon the Zealot preached missions throughout Persia and Egypt.  Saint Jude, not 
to be confused with Judas Iscariot, is the patron saint of hopeless causes and is called Thaddeus in the Gospel according to Matthew 
and the Gospel according to Mark.  It is believed that he engaged in missionary work in Mesopotamia and Persia.  Both Saints Simon 
and Jude were supposedly martyred in Persia, and their relics were transferred to St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome sometime during the 
seventh and eighth centuries.”  Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 133  Sts. Simon 
and Jude, help us to speak the Word of God clearly and from our heart.  If you hear someone say something today that sounds 
hopeless, invite them to pray to St. Jude who will help them out. 
 

Renewing the Promise - a quote for the week 
“For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.”Acts 2:39  

 

Catholic Character Education and the Virtues + COURAGE 

During the month of October we strive to grow in the virtue of courage.   A quote to inspire Courage is:  “Courage is what it takes to 

stand up and speak; courage is also what it takes to sit down and listen.” 
https://www.google.ca/search?q=quotes+to+inspire+courage&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiSlYuMoPvWAhVrxoMKHXuJDZ0QsAQIQQ&biw=

1920&bih=949#imgrc=3rsPZAKPDfnfqM:  

 
Living Our Mission Statement 
We are dedicated to the desire to live the values of Jesus.  What did Jesus value?  Love, the poor, those who were outside of 
circles of belonging, love, celebrating, eating, children, God, prayer time, his friends, his Mother and Father.  Do you value what 
Jesus valued?   

http://www.vatican.ca/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_councils/documents/vat-ii_cons_19651207_gaudium-et-spes_en.html
http://www.catholicnews.com/
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Staff Self-Care Tip of the Week – If you need to grieve, take the time to do so.  Grief can eat you up from the inside out. 
I have some reading material that I would be willing to share on grief.  Just send an email. 
 
Well-being – Strategic Direction of the Multi Year Strategic Plan 
As the days become shorter it is important to take note of your mood, your students’ mood and your family members’ mood.  
Seasonal Affective Disorder has far reaching effects on some people’s affect/emotional state.  There are ways to deal with SAD but 
first you need to be aware.   
 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 2012 Calls to Action 
“In order to redress the legacy of residential schools and advance the process of Canadian reconciliation, the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission makes the following calls to action. 

Reconciliation 
CANADIAN GOVERNMENTS AND THE UNITED NATIONS DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLE 

44. We call upon the Government of Canada to develop a national action plan, strategies, and other concrete measures to achieve 
the goals of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 
Canada was one of the last signatories to this document.  We need to pressure the government to make good on the promises they 
made to support this declaration.   
 
Twenty-first Century Learning 
http://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=YKZZZWNX > Mercy Me’s “Even If” and “I Can Only Imagine” Medley – Christian Music Video 
– 3.35 min Chad Graham sings this medley of these great Mercy Me songs. 
 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection - Teachers can use these grade level resources 
to review the Sunday readings with their classes on the Friday before the weekend.   
 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/family/praying-as-a-family/prayer-and-the-family-meal - 7 New Ideas about 
Meal Time Prayer for Families 

www.sacredspace.ie > a wonderful website that offers prayer and online retreat 

http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation > This is a site for Christian Meditation for teachers and students 

alike. 

 

www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade  

 

115 Saintly FUN Facts ~ Smiles and Surprises for Kids of All Ages by Bernadette McCarver Snyder 

“Matthias –Here’s a saint who might be called a Johnny-come-lately, second choice, or better-late-than-never!  And he was proud 

of it!  You know that when Jesus was on earth, he chose twelve special friends or apostles who would continue his work.  BUT one of 
the twelve – Judas – betrayed Jesus, and then there were only eleven.  So the apostles decided to choose someone to take Judas’ 
place – and they chose Matthias.  Since Matthias had not known Jesus personally, he must have been eager to hear the other 
apostles tell all about what Jesus was like and what he said and did.  And then Matthias tried to follow that example and became a 
very good apostle, telling OTHER people about Jesus.  Matthias didn’t mind at all being second choice, taking the place of someone 
else.  He was just happy to be one of THE CHOSEN!  Would YOU have liked to sit around with the apostles and hear them talk about 
Jesus and tell what he was like and what he did and said?  Well, you can do that today!  You can read the Bible!  That’s where the 
apostles wrote it all down!  And then you – like Matthias – can tell OTHER people!  Because you, too, have been CHOSEN – to be a 
friend of Jesus!” page 108 - 109 

 

WHAT DO You Know?  ABOUT PRAYER GESTURES ~ Peggy O’Neill Fisher 
1.  How do we extend the peace of Christ during Mass? 

A.  give a hug   B.  give a kiss   C.  give a handshake D.  all of these answers 

 

2.  In what position are the presider’s hands when he offers prayers? 

A.  He holds them outward, in the orans position   C.  He holds them downward, facing the floor 

B.  He holds them upward, facing the ceiling    D.  none of these answers 

 

http://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=YKZZZWNX
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3.  What the three processions during the Sunday liturgy? 

A.  Entrance, collection, exit     C.  Entrance, preparation of gifts, and communion 

B.  Entrance, communion, exit     D.  Entrance, procession with the Word, communion 

 

4.  How does the presider honour the Book of the Gospels after reading the gospel? 

A.  Holding the Book high      C.  Putting the Book on a special stand 

B.  Processing the Book around the Congregation   D.  By kissing it 

 

5.  With what action do we honour the Eucharistic Christ in the tabernacle? 

A.  a genuflection   B.  a deep bow   C.  a nod of the head D.  A and/or B not C 

 

WHAT DO You Know?  ABOUT the lectionary ~ Peggy O’Neill Fisher 

1.  Which book contains the Bible passages proclaimed at the liturgy? 

A.  Roman Missal   B.  Lectionary   C.  the Bible  D.  the Psalmody 

 

2.  How many years or cycles of readings are there in the Sunday lectionary? 

A.  One – Cycle A   B.  Two – Cycle A and Cycle B C.  Three – Cycles A,B,C D.  none of these 

 

3.  What does the word gospel mean? 

A.  Good news   B.  Life of Jesus   C.  God’s spell  D.  Springtime 

 

4.  What are the four gospels in the Christian Scriptures? 

A.  Matthew and Mark  B.  Luke and John   C.  Thomas and Mary D.  A and B not C 

 

5.  What gospel is being proclaimed on Sundays this year in Cycle A? 

A.  Matthew   B.  Mark    C.  Luke   D.  John 

 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Pat Carter 

 Sorry, no movie this week….. I give this movie  

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

Sorry, no book this week ….. I give this book /5☺ 

 

Trivia for Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits at the movies.  

Did you know that “Fall is a peak migration time for many species of birds. During autumn, birds will fly to other areas seeking more 

hospitable climates. The Arctic tern journeys about 11,000 miles each way for its annual migration. That is like going all the way 

across the United States about three and a half times.”  Huh! http://www.richmond.com/life/celebrations/fun-facts-about-autumn/article_aa9e91de-

402a-11e4-8c0f-001a4bcf6878.html  

 

http://www.richmond.com/life/celebrations/fun-facts-about-autumn/article_aa9e91de-402a-11e4-8c0f-001a4bcf6878.html
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