
Catholic Culture Update for the week beginning October 15th, 2017 

 

Quote to carry in your heart this week 

“Do not worry about your life, what you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear.”  St. Luke 12:22 

 

October 15th is the Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary time.  “PRACTICE OF FAITH ~ Today we hear about feasts and a refused 

invitation to a feast.  How might we today be refusing God’s invitations?  It may be missing Sunday Mass, or the liturgies of holy 

days.  These celebrations are rich treasures that nourish the lives of disciples.  Mass is part of our relationship with a loving God and 

with our community – the Body of Christ.  In his brief book, What happens at Mass?, Father Jeremy Driscoll, OSB, explains that Mass 

is God’s initiative toward us.  “God is acting! He acts to save us,” Father Jeremy writes.  “It is a huge event.  In fact, there is nothing 

bigger.”  If you don’t already, attend a holy day Mass.  The next is the Solemnity of All Saints, November 1
st

.  Pay attention to the 

beautiful special prayers of the day, which come at the start, during the Eucharistic Prayer and at the end.  Each person’s 

participation at Mass adds life to the community.  It simply isn’t the same without you.  The Body needs you and you need the Body 

– the Body of Christ in the sacrament and the Body of Christ in the community.”  AT HOME with WORD 2017. LTP, page 131 

 

October 16
th

 is World Food Day.  “Change the future of migration. Invest in food security and rural development. 
The world is on the move. More people have been forced to flee their homes than at any time since the Second World War due to 
increased conflict and political instability. But hunger, poverty, and an increase in extreme weather events linked to climate change 
are other important factors contributing to the migration challenge. 
Large movements of people today are presenting complex challenges, which call for global action. Many migrants arrive in 
developing countries, creating tensions where resources are already scarce, but the majority, about 763 million, move within their 
own countries rather than abroad. 
Three-quarters of the extreme poor base their livelihoods on agriculture or other rural activities. Creating conditions that allow rural 
people, especially youth, to stay at home when they feel it is safe to do so, and to have more resilient livelihoods, is a crucial 
component of any plan to tackle the migration challenge. 
Rural development can address factors that compel people to move by creating business opportunities and jobs for young people 
that are not only crop-based (such as small dairy or poultry production, food processing or horticulture enterprises). It can also lead 
to increased food security, more resilient livelihoods, better access to social protection, reduced conflict over natural resources and 
solutions to environmental degradation and climate change.   
By investing in rural development, the international community can also harness migration’s potential to support development and 
build the resilience of displaced and host communities, thereby laying the ground for long-term recovery and inclusive and 
sustainable growth.”  http://www.fao.org/world-food-day/2017/home/en/  

 
October 17 is the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty.  Theme: “Answering the Call of October 17 to end poverty: A 
path toward peaceful and inclusive societies”  This year marks the 25th anniversary of the declaration by the General Assembly, in 
its resolution 47/196 of 22 December 1992, of 17 October as the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty. This year also 
marks the 30th anniversary of the Call to Action by Father Joseph Wresinski—which inspired the observance of October 17 as the 
World Day for Overcoming Extreme Poverty—and the recognition by the United Nations of the day as the International Day for the 
Eradication of Poverty.  The Call to Action of October 17 that was launched thirty years ago is recorded in the text on the 
Commemorative Stone at the Trocadero Human Rights Plaza in Paris which was unveiled in the presence of 100,000 people: 

On the 17th of October 1987, defenders of human and civil rights from every continent gathered on this plaza. They paid homage to 
the victims of hunger, ignorance and violence. They affirmed their conviction that human misery is not inevitable. They pledged their 
solidarity with all people who, throughout the world, strive to eradicate extreme poverty. “Wherever men and women are 
condemned to live in extreme poverty, human rights are violated. To come together to ensure that these rights be respected is our 
solemn duty.”  Father Joseph Wresinski  

The theme for this year’s commemoration reminds us of the importance of the values of dignity, solidarity and voice underscored in 
the Call to Action to fight to end poverty everywhere. These values are also evident in the United Nations’ Agenda 2030 for 
Sustainable Development which sets poverty eradication as the overarching objective and obligated all countries to end poverty 
in all forms, through strategies that guarantee the fulfillment of all human rights and ensure no one is left behind. The importance of 
public awareness, voice and the active participation of people living in extreme poverty is recognized both in the Agenda itself and in 
the process of consultations led by the United Nations that ensured the concerns and priorities of millions of people, especially 
those living in extreme poverty, were included and heard. The active participation of those living in extreme poverty will be critical 
to the success of the Sustainable Development Goals.  This year’s event is organized in partnership with the International Movement 
ATD Fourth World, the NGO Committee for Social Development and the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 

http://www.fao.org/world-food-day/2017/home/en/


supported by the Missions of France and Burkina Faso to the United Nations.  In addition to the Commemoration in New York, 
celebrations of this International Day are being organized worldwide. Through resolution A/RES/47/196 adopted on 22 December 
1992, the General Assembly invited all States to devote the Day to presenting and promoting concrete activities with regard to the 
eradication of poverty and destitution.” https://www.un.org/development/desa/socialperspectiveondevelopment/international-day-for-the-eradication-of-

poverty-homepage/idep2017.html    

October 18 is the feast of St. Luke, Evangelist.  “St. Luke the Evangelist (first century) is traditionally known as the author of the 
Gospel that bears his name as well as of the Acts of the Apostles.  He is also identified with the “beloved physician” referred to by St. 
Paul (Col. 4:14).  Luke was a Gentile from Antioch in Syria, and his roots show both in his writing style and in his sympathetic 
treatment of Gentiles in [his] Gospel.  According to the Acts of the Apostles, he accompanied St. Paul on some of his evangelizing 
journeys, and he stays with Paul when he is imprisoned in Rome.  Some sources claim he was martyred, by it is thought that he died 
an old man of natural causes.  A tradition states that he was the first icon painter, and the Black Madonna of Czestochowa is 
attributed to him.  His symbol is an ox or bull because the Lucan Gospel begins with Zachary, the father of John the Baptist, offering 
a sacrifice in the Temple. St. Luke is patron saint of artists and physicians.” Companion to the Calendar – A guide to the Saints, Seasons, and 

Holidays of the Year, Second Edition, page 130  St. Luke help us to be healers of those around us who need healing.  Doodle a picture today! 

Renewing the Promise ~ The Promise Is Within YOU - a quote for the week 
“The power to create happiness is within you.” 

 

Catholic Character Education and the Virtues + COURAGE 

During the month of October we strive to grow in the virtue of courage.   A prayer for Courage:  “Lord Jesus, teach me to be 

generous; teach me to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil 

and not to seek for rest, to labour and not to seek reward, except that of knowing that I do your will.  Amen+” St. Ignatius Loyola 

 
Living Our Mission Statement 
We are dedicated to excellence in education – Why would we strive to be mediocre?   
 
Staff Self-Care Tip of the Week – Laugh out loud at least once a day…it is good for the body and soul!!! 
 
Student Achievement – Strategic Direction of the Multi Year Strategic Plan 
“As you know, the current P/PM requires all school boards in the province to ensure that students in grades 1 to 8, including 
students with special education needs, have a minimum of twenty minutes of sustained moderate to vigorous physical activity each 
school day during instructional time.  The 2017 revised P/PM provides flexibility by allowing these twenty minutes of physical activity 
to be divided into smaller time allocations throughout the instructional day (i.e. 5 and 10 minute blocks). 
Participating in physical activity and reducing sedentary behaviour is known to enhance well-being and contribute to overall student 
success.  Providing students with opportunities to be physically active supports Achieving Excellence:  A Renewed Vision for 
Education in Ontario, 2014.  Engaging students in daily physical activity also helps build a culture of physical activity in schools, which 
can instill the value of physical activity for life and help to improve health and learning outcomes for all children and youth.” Revised 

Daily Physical Activity Policy in Elementary Schools, Grades 1-8 (P/PM 138)  
 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 2012 Calls to Action 
“In order to redress the legacy of residential schools and advance the process of Canadian reconciliation, the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission makes the following calls to action. 

Reconciliation 
CANADIAN GOVERNMENTS AND THE UNITED NATIONS DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLE 

43.  We call upon federal, provincial, territorial and municipal governments to fully adopt and implement the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as the framework for reconciliation. 
Have you read the Declaration?   
  
Twenty-first Century Learning 
http://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=1FCJBFNU > Thank God for Kids > Men’s Quartet sings touching song, Inspirational video 
5.39  min  God truly brings children into our lives for a specific reason.  Your lives will never be the same once these precious gifts 
enter for world. 
 
http://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=YKZKWGNX > Happy Dance > Mercy Me 3.33 min With our Lord and Saviour looking down on 
us from heaven, we all have a reason to get up and dance.   

http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/47/a47r196.htm
https://www.un.org/development/desa/socialperspectiveondevelopment/international-day-for-the-eradication-of-poverty-homepage/idep2017.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/socialperspectiveondevelopment/international-day-for-the-eradication-of-poverty-homepage/idep2017.html
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http://wccm.org/ > World Community for Christian Meditation > This is a site for Christian Meditation for teachers and students 

alike. 

www.CARFLEO.org  > best kept secret for religious education teachers of every grade  

115 Saintly FUN Facts ~ Smiles and Surprises for Kids of All Ages by Bernadette McCarver Snyder 

“Matthew – Some people might not LIKE this saint, since he was a TAX COLLECTOR!  Others might like him because the name 

Matthew means “gift of God”!  Matthew lived at the same time Jesus did, and people THEN did not like to pay taxes any better than 
TODAY’S people do!  They often would have nothing to do with a man who earned his living by collecting taxes.  They didn’t want to 
talk to him, wouldn’t invite him to parties, and probably even crossed the street when they saw him coming so they wouldn’t have 
to speak to him!  Jesus, however, CHOSE Matthew to be one of his apostles.  And Matthew was a very good apostle, preaching, and 
baptizing many.  He also wrote the Gospel of Matthew in the Bible – and it has been read by millions of people through the 
centuries.  So it turned out that THIS tax collector truly WAS a “gift from God”!  Do you ever JUDGE someone by work he or she 
does?  Would you be MORE impressed by someone who had a job as a doctor or a lawyer or a business executive than by someone 
who had a job as a tax collector or maybe even a garbage collector?  Fortunately, God does not judge people by the jobs they have, 
the colour of their skin, or the size of their bank accounts!  It’s GOOD to have ambition and want to get the best job you can get, but 
it’s even more important to want to DO the best job you can with WHATEVER job you have!  So whatever job you have to do today, 
try to do your BEST – even if you have to “tax” your mind or muscle!” page 107 - 108 

 
WHAT DO You Know?  ABOUT PRAYER GESTURES ~ Peggy O’Neill Fisher 
1.  What prayer gesture do we use at the beginning of Mass to show we belong to Jesus? 

A.  sign of the cross  B.  sit quietly   C.  shake hands  D.  genuflect 

 

2.  How do we show respect for the word of God read during the liturgy? 

A.  sit quietly   B.  give our full attention  C.  concentrate  D.  all of these answers 

 

3.  How do we sign ourselves before the reading of the gospel? 

A.  make sign of cross on our forehead    C.  make sign of cross over our heart 

B.  make sign of cross on our lips     D.  all of these answers 

 

4.  Why do we sign ourselves before the reading of the gospel? 

A.  show our desire for the gospel to be in our minds   C.  show our desire for the gospel to be on our lips 

B.  show our desire for the gospel to be in our hearts   D.  all of these answer 

 

5.  During which Scripture reading do we stand to show special respect? 

A.  the first reading  B.  the psalm   C.  the second reading D.  the gospel 

 

WHAT DO You Know?  ABOUT PRAYER GESTURES ~ Peggy O’Neill Fisher 
1.  How do we extend the peace of Christ during Mass? 

A.  give a hug   B.  give a kiss   C.  give a handshake D.  all of these answers 

 

2.  In what position are the presider’s hands when he offers prayers? 

A.  He holds them outward, in the orans position   C.  He holds them downward, facing the floor 

B.  He holds them upward, facing the ceiling    D.  none of these answers 

 

3.  What the three processions during the Sunday liturgy? 

A.  Entrance, collection, exit     C.  Entrance, preparation of gifts, and communion 

B.  Entrance, communion, exit     D.  Entrance, procession with the Word, communion 

 

4.  How does the presider honour the Book of the Gospels after reading the gospel? 

A.  Holding the Book high      C.  Putting the Book on a special stand 

B.  Processing the Book around the Congregation   D.  By kissing it 

http://wccm.org/
http://www.carfleo.org/


 

5.  With what action do we honour the Eucharistic Christ in the tabernacle? 

A.  a genuflection   B.  a deep bow   C.  a nod of the head D.  A and/or B not C 

 

Taking Jesus to the Movies …A blog by Pat Carter 

Babe – an allegory about a pig who is guileless and innocent.  The pig is won at a country fair by a farmer who is an image of God for 

me.  This movie stars James Cromwell as the farmer.  The movie, an Australian-American comedy-drama, was released in 1995 and 

was directed by Chris Noonan.  I have seen the movie about twenty times, mostly because a friend knew how much I liked it and 

bought it for me.  It is a movie that makes you feel good!  I give this movie  

 

A Blog for Eclectic Readers – by Pat Carter csj 

ARE YOU there GOD?  It’s me, Margaret: Growing up is tough.  Period.  by Judy Blume.  I read this book about thirty-five years ago 

and picked it up again to see if it was still relevant for today’s tweens.  It is a coming of age story of a girl Margaret and her 

relationship with God.  It is a great story and I truly appreciate the simplicity of how Judy Blume’s character prays without really 

meaning to do so.  I would encourage every Grade 6 girl to read this book.  I give this book ☺☺☺☺☺/5☺ 

 

Trivia for Those Who Read to the end…Just like the credits at the movies.  
“Red and purple leaves are actually caused by the presence of sugars from sap that is trapped inside of the leaves.”  Huh! 
http://www.richmond.com/life/celebrations/fun-facts-about-autumn/article_aa9e91de-402a-11e4-8c0f-001a4bcf6878.html  

http://www.richmond.com/life/celebrations/fun-facts-about-autumn/article_aa9e91de-402a-11e4-8c0f-001a4bcf6878.html

